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This photographic book is the result of a yearlong joint
action ‘“Together we Build and Change”. The photo
book includes a number of photographs that children
took during educational field tours in areas that face
forcible displacement in the West Bank. Throughout the
implementation of the joint action, children were trained
on how to use cameras and take photos. The aim of the
training on photography was not to document violations
and policies of forcible displacement, but rather, it aimed
at giving children the opportunity to express their feelings
and opinions. The photo book includes a selection of the
photographs that were taken by children and includes a
brief description of each photo. Each photo is a message
from the children to the world.

The photo book is an important publication because it
shows how the Israeli policies of forced displacement
affect Palestinian children, and reflects their refusal
of the restrictions and violations that Israel imposes
on their fundamental freedoms and rights. This book
targets not only children, it is also important for official
and educational institutions, public libraries, schools, and
whoever is interested in seeing the affects of the Israeli
policies of forced displacement.



“Together we Build and Change” is a joint action between BADIL Resource Center for Palestinian Residency
and Refugee Rights and the Defense for Children International-Palestine Section (DCI). This joint action is a result
of common efforts for a long-term strategy between both organizations which started in 2013 that aims to raise the
awareness of children in refugee camps and areas under threat of displacement in the West Bank. By raising children’s
awareness on their individual and collective rights as refugees and internally displaced persons, we attempt to enhance
their skills and their potential creative abilities, through workshops, trainings on multi-media tools, and educational
field tours.

The implementation of this joint action started in July 2014 and was finalized in July 2015. 40 children 12-16 years
old, from a variety of geo-political areas, participated in the joint action. In order to strengthen the coordination with
Community-Based Organization (CBOs), both BADIL and DCI partnered with 14 CBOs for the implementation
of this joint action, each CBO nominated 4 children to participate. BADIL’s CBO partners are: Lajee Center and Aida
Youth Center in Aida Refugee Camp, 1bdaa Cultural Center in Dhiesheh Refugee Camp, and Ansar Center in Al-Walajeh 1V illage.
DCI’s CBO partners are: A/~Mabawer Charitable Society in Hebron, Qurtoba Elementary School in Hebron, Tarek Ibn Ziad
Center in Hebron, Sharek Center in Hebron, Saad Sayel Youth Forum in Hebron, Al-Phoenix Charitable Society in Al-Arroub
Camp, Spafford Childrens Center in Jerusalem, Sawa Institution in Hizma, Psychological and Social Development Association in Al-
Jalazoun Refugee Camp, and Yafa Center in Balata Refugee Canmp.

Theimplementation of the jointactionincluded a variety of educational workshops,in addition to training on expressive
writing, photography, and educational tours which were organized for children in refugee camps and communities
that face forcible population transfer. Educational trainings focused on introducing children to the Convention on the
Rights of the Children, rights of Palestinian refugees and internally displaced persons, triggers of forced population



transfer, and scope of forcible displacement and its impact on children. Trainings were implemented by using different
methodologies, especially learning through play, role-playing, and watching and discussing short documentaries about
Palestine and Palestinians. Such trainings contributed to the enhancement of children’s awareness about Israeli polices
of forcible displacement, especially colonizers attacks, confiscation of land and denial of use, and restrictions on
tfreedom of movement. Educational field tours focused on introducing children to policies of forcible displacement
that Israel implements in Palestinian communities and refugee camps. Those educational field trips were accompanied
with trainings on how to use cameras and take photos.

The joint action included 5 educational field tours in areas that under threat of displacement. The first tour aimed
at exploring the manifestation of displacement, and was implemented in Al-Walajeh, Battir, and Wadi Fukin villages,
which are located at the Armistice Line of 1949 in the West of Bethlehem. Through this tour, children learned more
about the history of these villages, and the suffering that residents of these villages are facing due to building colonies,
confiscation of land, and the annexation and separation wall. The second tour aimed at strengthening Palestinian
identity and history andwas implemented in Nablus and Sabastia. Children learned about the history of both areas
and visited the historical Roman and Greek sites. The third visit aimed at introducing children to the suffering that
Palestinians are exposed to daily in the old city of Hebron due to the attacks by Israeli colonizers. The fourth and
fifth tours were implemented in the Palestinian communities that are located inside what is known as Etzion Colonial
Bloc, Biet Skaria, Al-Jaba’ah, Wadi Al-Nes, Joret Al-Shama’a, Al-Manshia and Al-Ma’asrah. Those two tours aimed at
showing children how students in those villages are suffering due to the lack of classrooms, and how residents of the
villages face difficulties due to the colonizer-only roads and the expansion of colonies. In addition, children had the
opportunity to visit Solomon pools and Murad ancient castle.

The joint action culminated in a closing event organized jointly by BADIL and DCI. The event was attended by the
children and CBO partners, and included appreciation certificates for children, showing a short documentary about
the stages of the joint action implementation, and a theatrical performance of a play called Al-Natour (The Guard)
about the return of Palestinian refugees to the displaced village of Tantura near Haifa.
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The railway in Battir village, west
of Bethlehem district. As in the
other villages in area “C”, Israel is
planning to build the annexation
and separation wall which will
isolate residents of the village
from their land.
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Usamah Da’ajneh, 15 years old, Aida
refugee camp

Participants’ educational field tour in Battir village, West of Bethlehem district, 24 January 2015
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Participants’ educational field tour in the old city of Hebron, 20 March 2015

slamanll g )lis (JA a4 Gl SySanc z)
«JalAll dizan A il Sall 4
aSiall ana e Grsidhanlall oyay

.Jaiilly

ddumall dale \Y z1)a slac 59l

Israeli military watching
tower at the entrance of Al-
Shuhada Street in the old city
of Hebron, which deprives
Palestinians from the freedom
of movement.

Salwa Far’raj, 12 years old, Dehesheh
refugee camp
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The 1948 displaced village of
Al-Malha, west of Jerusalem.
Although their right of return
to their homes and land is
still denied by Israel, the
indigenous Palestinians are
persistently demanding for it.

Basil Al-Araj, 14 years old, Al-
Walajeh village
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Participants’ educational field tour in Al-Walajeh village, 24 January 2015
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Streets of the old city of +ubili disan (59 daaadll Salull §)lgais
Nablus. It is called Small d.gl.\’i‘a‘.i.l 1§ yitaall Eiasy ,q.ml.; 3 y2i

Damascus due to similarities e s N
in the architecture between its Cuayed A99 (Laniy dyylasall davsinll

streets and the streets of old gl-,\.-’!l)-\u)‘ll gliaVl Hhl yaaaillg anll
Damascus. It was destroyed R ,ols.ll ug diaaall
during the Israeli invasion in -

2002.

pada dale V¢ diancgl anyllae
Abed Al-Rahman Abu Ajamiah, 14 danamall
years old, Dehesheh refugee camp
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Participants’ educational field tour in Nablus, 6 March 2015







The Israeli colony of “Bittar GIE Aailall (Calac ylivy) 5yanimg
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lands of Wadi Fukeen village, L a e e : _
Bethlehem. The colonization O gVl @ai Gl lesiaw Vi daulun

policy aims at displacing the Yas Oayeiuall £3)9 Q.,\,.,l,ha’lll IS
indigenous Palestinians from .(oIBia
their land and replaces them
with Israeli colonists/settlers.
daale auida dale V0 Bycqll jlyi
Araz Al-Wa'arah, 15 years old, Aida
refugee camp
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Participants’ educational field tour in Wadi Fukeen village, west of Bethlehem district, 24 January 2015
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Hamza Al-Araj, 14 years old, Al- ’
Walajeh village dalgll dayd dale V¢ gy ¥l S3an
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Participants’ educational field tour in Nablus and Sabastia, 6 March 2015
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Solomon Pools in Ertas village,
south east of Bethlehem. It is one
of the historical sites that are
targeted and regularly attacked by
Israeli colonizers.

Rooz Ahmad Abu Fedah, 15 years old,
Dehesheh refugee camp

Participants’ educational field tour in Solomon pools, Ertas village, 1 May 2015
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Al-Jaba’a military checkpoint, i .aal G e cdaalh yala

west of Bethlehem district. o “ - £
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of Palestine with a minimum Jalle ”I'"’? lg Mh“""‘?" C hioa
number of Palestinians. Oasiahanldll lSaall (ya Sac

Nadia Darwish, 16 years old, Aida
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Participants’ educational field tour in Biet Skaria village, West of Bethlehem district, 1 May 2015
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A historical house in the town
of Sabastia, northwest of
Nablus city. Palestinian villages
are subject to attacks by Israeli
soldiers and colonizers.

Ahmad Fararjeh, 14 years old,
Dehesheh refugee camp
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Participants’ educational tour in Sabastia and Burkah towns, Nablus, 6 March 2015
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An old train station in the 48y a3y8 4 ylhd dlhaql ,A-né AR

town of Burkah village, Nablus . gl sl b ol
district. It is still standing Giabulall i le oubilic

as a witness confirming that GlhaVlgayylciala g
Palestinians are the indigenous
people of Palestine. daale auis Lale \T «ralyll 8030 aans

Mohammad Mahmoud Radi, 16
years old, Aida refugee camp
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Participants’ educational field tour in the old city of Nablus, 6 March 2015
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Participants’ educational field tour in the old city of Hebron, 20 March 2015
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Israeli military checkpoint inside the old city of Hebron.

Israel’s polices in the old city of Hebron are the worst forms of
discrimination and Apartheid.

Manar Qaragqge, 15 years old, Aida refugee camp
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A collection of photos were taken by children in Al-Walajeh village, west of Bethlehem district, 24 January 2015
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Dried spring in Al-Walajeh
village, Bethlehem. Stealing
spring water, and controlling
over natural resources is a
deliberate strategy of Israel
which aims to displace
Palestinians from their land.

Hala Khader Salamat, 14 years old,
Al-Walajeh village
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Roman amphitheatre in the
town of Sabastia, Nablus.
Israel prevents Palestinians
from renovating historical
sites in order to control over
and confiscate them.

Uroub Al-Hajajleh, 14 years old, Al-
Walajeh village
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Participants’ educational field tour in the town of Sabastia, Nablus, 6 March 2015
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Al-Nabi Zakaria School in
the village of Biet Skaria
west of Bethlehem district.
In area “C” in the West Bank,
Israel prevents Palestinians
from building new houses or
renovating the old ones.

Usamah Da’ajneh, 15 years old, Aida
refugee camp
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Participants’ educational field tour in Biet Skaria village, west of Bethlehem district, 1 May 2015




TETEEE] e

P e
ool o

)

'

| | i 5

.||-|“|1

]

,-
B

| I | SR PR -
WEE T ,u...._n H

— =L - |
q

TN ..ql.:._..__



Y10 51T Yo Julall dias Gl malipll L8 puSLiall degana byl (o cails

Participants’ educational field tour in the old city of Hebron, 20 March 2015

A Palestinian closed Street

in the old city of Hebron. The
old city of Hebron suffers
from regular Israeli army and
colonizers attacks.

Rahaf Amirah, 15 years old, Aida
refugee camp
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21 Ameer Rashid

22 Randa Awidah

23 Rana Al-Araj

24 Muhammad Abu Khalil
25 Wajeeha Darweesh

26 Nadia Darweesh

27 Qusay Abu Srour

28 Muhammad Al-Radi

29 Araz Al-Wa’ara

30 Osama Da’ajneh

31 ‘Manar Qaraqe

32 Rahaf Ameera

33 Abed Al-Rahman Abu Ajamia
34 Ahmad Fararjeh

35 Salwa Fararjeh

36 Rose Abu Fida

37 Basil Al-Araj

38 Hamzeh Al-Araj

39 Hala Salamat

40 Oroub Hajajleh

Women Center in Tubas
DCI
Aida Youth Center
Sawa Institution in Hizma
Aida Youth Center
Aida Youth Center
Aida Youth Center
Aida Youth Center
Laje Center
Laje Center

Laje Center

Laje Center

Ibdaa Cultural Center

Ibdaa Cultural Center

Ibdaa Cultural Center

Ibdaa Cultural Center

Ansar Center

Ansar Center

Ansar Center

Ansar Center

11

11

16

13

16

16

16

16

15

15

15

15

15

14

12

15

14

14

14

14




Children Participated in this program
Partner Organization

Psychological and Social Development Association

Yafa Center - Blata Camp

Yafa Center - Blata Camp

Al-Ber wal Islah Association

Al-Ber wal Islah Association

DCI

DCI

DCI

DCI

Mahawer Charitable Society in Hebron

Saad Sayel Youth Forum

Sharek Center in Hebron

Tarek Ibn Ziad Center in Hebron

Spafford Children's Center

Qurtoba Elementary School

Qurtoba Elementary School

Al-Phoenix Charitable Society in Al-Arroub Camp

DCI

DCI

Name

1 Mohammad Adarbeh
2 Mohammad Srouji
3 Farah Arafat

4 Mofeed Husien

5 Mustafa Ameen

6 Tarek Za’aqeeq

7 Amer Zaaqeeq

8 Majdal Abu Maria
9 Ayham Abu Maria
10 Dina Da’na

11 Malak Abu Rmouz
12 Iba’a Wazwaz

13 Obada Abu Husien
14 Mahmoud Zaloum
15 Malak Abu Sleema
16 Nasra Atyeh

17 Mahmoud Titi

18 Zayn Hamayel

19 Aseer Nazal
20 Sameer Ajaj

DCI

Age

17

16

15

15

15

11

14

14

11

15

14

14

16

17

14

14

17

15

16

16
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