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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHH\I(}T%{‘%g  CTERED

AT SEATILE TTTIODGED ... REGEWED

| ) XL 1s M
TNITED STATES OF AMERICA, % . &%&%‘W Wa; "
Plaintiff, %
: Case No.§ * & # § 3P0
v % ase No L w % E 0 ? 8
PETER EGNER, )
Defendant. %
)
COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, the United States of America, by and through its attorneys, alleges:
1. This is an action pursuant to Section 340(a) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act of 1952, as amended (“INA™), 8 U.S.C. § 1451(a), to revoke the citizenship of Defendant
Peter BEgner (“Defendant”).

JURISDICTION AND VENUE
2. Jurisdiction is conferred upon this Court by 28 U.8.C. §§ 1331, 1345 and by INA

R 340(a), 8 U.S.C. § 1451(a).

3. Venue is proper in this District under INA § 340(a), 8 U.S.C. § 1451(a), because,
ipon information and belief, Defendant resides in this District. | '
4, As required by INA § 340(a), 8 U.S.C. § 1451(a), an affidavit showing good cause
or this action is attached. |

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

5. Defendant served during World War II in the Security Police and Security Service

“SPSS™) of the Nazi SS and Police in German-occupied Belgrade, Serbia, from on or about
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Wpril 28, 1941, until he was wounded on or about September 29, 1943.

6. During the period of Defendant’s service, the Belgrade-based SPSS participated in
he mass murder of more than 17,000 Serbian civilians, most of whom were killed solely because
hey were Jews, Gypsies, and/or were considered politically suspect by German occupation
lhuthorities. During the first approximately nine months of Defendant’s service, the SPSS
hperated as the Belgrade Einsatzgruppe, a special mobile unit of the German extermination
alrogram. The organization played a leading role in the Nazis’ mass murder of 6,280 Jewish
vomen and children (all of whom were inmates at Semlin concentration camp, under SPSS
~ontrol, near Belgrade), who were systematically killed over a iaeriod of two months in early
1942 through asphyxiation with carbon monoxide exhaust in a specially designed mobile gas
Lan. Their bodies were then interred in burial pits at Avala, the primary location for Belgrade-
hrea executions and mass victim graves during World War I1.

7. By his own admission to federal authorities during a February 2007 interview,
Defendant, during his servicé in the SPSS, guarded prisoners as they were being transferred to
Mvala and also guarded prisoners as they were being transferred to Semlin.

8. As admitted during his February 2007 interview with federal authorities,
Defendant, while serving in the SPSS, participated as an interpreter in interrogations of political
hTiSOners.

9. Interrogations conducted by SPSS personnel sometimes involved severe torture,
hften followed by execution.

10.  Onor about March 6, 1960, Defendant entered the United States as an immigrant.
11.  In November and December 1965, Defendant applied to become a United States
itizen. On his Application to File Petition for Naturalization, Defendant falsely answered a
question 'regardihg his prior foreign military service and prior membership in any organizations.
n his response, which hc_e swore was true, Defendant omitted his SPSS service and instead listed
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‘German Army” for the relevant time period. During his interview with a naturalization
bxaminer, Defendant, while under oath, repéated this false statement, and made the additional
False claim that he had served as an infantry sergeant'in the German Army.

12. On or about January 20, 1966, Defendant was naturalized by the Uhited States
District Court of the District of Oregon and received Certificate of Naturalization No. 8858479.
COUNT ONE - CONCEALMENT OR MISREPRESENTATION

13, Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations in paragraphs 1 through 12.

14. INA Section 340(a), 8 U.S.C. § 1451(a), pro'vides for revocation of a person’s
haturalized citizenship if it was procured by concealment of a material fact or by willful
misrepresentation.

15.  Defendant’s omission of his SPSS service on his Application to File Petition for
Naturalization and his false statement on that same form that he served in the German Army
bonstituted concealment of a-material fact or a willful misrepresentation that resulted in
Defendant’s becoming a naturalized citizen. Defendant’s citizenship must therefore be revoked.

COUNT TWO - LACK OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER

16.  Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations in paragraphs 1 through 15.

17.  INA Section 340(a), 8 U.S.C. § 1451(a), provides for revocation of a person’s
1atura1i2é'd citizenship if it was illegally procured. The requirements for legally procuring
haturalized citizenship include, infer alia, that the applicant possessed good moral character as
et forth in INA Section 316(a)(3), 8 U.S.C. § 1427(a)(3).

18.  Defendant’s service in the SPSS, including his escorting prisoners to an execution
Lite and a concentration camp as well his pérticipation in prisoner interrogations, demonstrates
hat he lacked good moral character. Given his lack of good moral character, Defendant’s

citizenship must be revoked.
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COUNT THREE - LACK OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER (FALSE TESTIMONY)

19.  Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations in paragraphs 1 through 18.

20.  INA Section 340(a), 8 U.S.C. § 1451(a), provides for revocation of a person’s
haturalized citizenship if it was illegally procured. The requirements for legally procuring
haturalized citizenship include, inter alia, that the applicant possessed good moral character as
Let forth in INA Section 316(a)(3), 8 U.S.C. § 1427(a)(3). Pursuant to INA Section 101(£)(6), 8
1.8.C. § 1101(f)(6), someone who gives false testimony for any benefit under the INA, including
hbtaining citizenship, is statutorily barred from establishing good moral character.

21. Defendant’s oral statement that he was a sergeant in the German Army’s infantry,
made under oath during his naturalization interview, constituted false testimony. This false
estimony, for purposes of obtaining citizenship, precluded Defendant from establishing the good
moral character needed to become a naturalized citizen, and thus his citizenship must be revoked.

COUNT FOUR - LACK OF ATTACHMENT TO CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES

22.  Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations in paragraphs 1 through 21.
23.  INA Section 340(a), 8 U.S.C. § 1451(a), provides for revocation of a person’s
Laturalized citizenship if it was illegally procured. The requirements for legally procuring
haturalized citizenship include, inter alia, that the applicant was attached to the principles of the
Constitution as set forth in INA Section 316(a)(3), 8 U.S.C. § 1427(a)(3).
24,  Defendant’s service in the SPSS, including his escorting prisoners to an execution
hite and a concentration camp as well as his participation in prisoner interrogations, demonstrates
hat he was not attached to the principles of the Constitution. Given his lack of attachment,
Defendant’s citizenship must be revoked.

_ PRAYER FOR RELIEF
Wherefore, Plaintiff requests that this Court:

25.  Declare that Defendant procured his United States citizenship illegally and by
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Loncealment of a material fact or willful misrepresentation.

26.  Revoke Defendant’s United States citizenship, set aside the January 20, 1966
Drder of the United States District Court of the District Court of Oregon admitting Defendant to
bitizenship, and cancel Defendant’s Certificate of Naturalization No. 8858479,

27.  Restrain and enjoin Defendant from claiming any rights, privileges, benefits, or
hdvantages under any document evidencing United States citizenship.

28.  Require Defendant to surrender immediately and deliver to the Attorney General
his Certificate of Naturalization No. 8858479, his United States passport (should he have one),
ind any other indicia of United States citizenship. 7

29, Grant other and further relief as may be just and proper.
Respectfully submitted,
JEFFREY C. SULLIVAN ' ELI M. ROSENBAUM
Inited States Attorney uector )
for the Western District of Washington ~ °» / A// )./
ﬁg OPW SUSAN L. SIEGAL
Principal Deputy Director
BRTAN C. KIPNIS D o
hief, Civil Division MICHAEL BARR
V00 Stewart Street HILLARY A. DAVIDSON
Suite 5220 Trial Attorneys
Beattle, Washington 98101 Office of Special Investigations
206) 553-7970 Criminal Division
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Ave.,, NW
John C. Keeney Buﬂdmg, Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20530
(202) 616-2492
(fax) (202)616-2491
Michael Barr@usdoj.gov
: Hillary.Davidson@usdoj.gov
Dated: q [ 15 Z, 2008
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