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Joe Sacco, famxed comic book writer, went on a mission to Iraq for Weekend. This is his story
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The primary mission of Sgt.Pance and the MAPs of the
Weapons Company of the 15t Batkalion, 23rd Marine Regi-
ment is to Keep the roads between Haditha and Hit
open to U.S. convoys

Their adver- T
saries are in-
surgents whose
chiet weapons
are roadside
and vehicle-
borne bombs
and land mines., |
Twisted bits - [«
of car metal, [5
charred patches [
ground, and
craters attest
to the violence
they've dished
out to the
Americans.
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I'm bunking on the fifth deck in a
room full of officers where Lt. Crabtree,
the battalion adjutant, projects a
movie on the wdll gvery night and
dispenses snacks from an’endless
supply of pooled car kages

The stairwells reek of sulfur, but the Marines are

The Marines of the 1/23, who are nearl
es % - & mforts: They enjoy

all
Texan reservists, run most of their rdad | |otherwise smothered in home co
patrols inthis stretch of western Iraq, | |a well-equipped weight room,
from the functioning ten-stor%high
Haditha Dam on the Euphrates Rivér:

1

fookball on the chow halls big-screen TV, and 24-hou
internet connections to their wives and mothers.

The room's cof- EE— | YOU SHOULDNT Dis- | | Almost. discordantly in this cocooned world of X-Boxes and Maxim magazines, a
fee aficionado | ‘ COUNT THE SPIRIT | | 5ign on the second deck reminds the Marines of the MAPs heading down to
istof;:e tf‘ommand— 1 ‘ OF oTE, LOPER” | [Eheir Humvees that -

er e engi-

neeﬁn%f[aggon, ADVENTURISM.
Capt. Runiholm, |/

and once 1 ask |l

what moti- Il
vated a married |!
liberal, business-||!
owning Ph.D.

ctudent like X

himself to join | =
the reserves k
knowing full
well he“would
be sent to
Irag,. A sense
of duty, he
answers.
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1 Look
AT THINGS AND-
I SEE HOW THEY
LWE. I SEE THEM

BETWEEN WHQ'S
THE ENEMY
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I CAN SEE THERE IT'S EASIER Sgt, J‘oh"?o
CouULD BE PEOPLE OUT FOR. THEM TO LAY ¥ Siggrs at
2 THERE WHO ARE TRY- AN LE.DX AND Col- Chenc:
_— 72 7 ‘ (AN Z |:|c1 TO MAKE A LIVING MMs%‘ €$ME Empattyen 5
= & ’ s ND WANT TO FEED ) ™M . . -
%//@\\ RORRELTANN > -\\\ THEIR FAMILIES Tragjs who
‘ Z y tak Cash

Om i
O planc t

/
4

THEY'RE EITHER

SCARED OF US
OR THEY DON'T,
LIKE US. NO ONES

THIS STUFE
BUT NONE
OF IT MAT-

Syl
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HE WAS ScCoP-
ING OUT THE

S
"’lil,/

¢
A

HAVEN'T SEEN
TOO MANY
PEOPLE GETTING

OUT OfF THER

The oranqe
bag ”Caulc‘?

I
a2

/ CHECKING OUR
4 REACTION, SEEING
HOW LONG T WOU
TAKE FOR THE HUM:/’

VEES TO GET /

ST

N
N
W
AN

A

One of their
platoon'mate-",
. Kolda, was
led four weels
o when an
abandoned car
he was imesti-
gating blew up-
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£ even these
&erans are |;‘|:led
by the quiet
d%e last few
weeks, and,on a
hilleop bufeced
by cold winds, dhey
preak the tedium
W] of anether 13-hout} -
v N - m\ w.bha,hob #
;4] dinner of cann
5, S cavioli an
A A cwicken s0up.
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THAT THING
SQUNDED LIKE
A FUCKING

THING WAS
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Marines Im
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WHEN'S THIS
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As soon as the injured Marine is passed off to the Battalion Aid
Station, Sgt. Johnson and Sgt. Cantu ask each other the same
question: How did the insurgents place a bomb under s0 many
Marine noses? E

& A 3 /
([, I\
L'H %y

A

fle
w
Mi



z/1lo/UD> S5:501 AM Page 41
% Guardian Weekend spooler 246x292mm trim size

MAP 2 returns to the desert to complete its watch. As night falls, Sgt.
Cantus crew is tensed up, and soon there is word of a car stopped nearby.

from her. [l Its lights

Even yith. are IVE
out _spe’f,f;, wrr}ed mcl;m l;:': .
Optics, off ! ouT ON THE
PASSENGER
SIDE !
what B\ ,

Now the hell Dy

g“% e is that %ing

ol about ? Whac 7

Our headlights
are off—tpi s

‘ﬁ)l' Marines
driving with night-

vision Scopes.
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When Marines shoot
innocent Iragis, the
battalion offérs
 “salacia payments’
| of up to $2,500 to
\ the victim or the
victims family to
express “sympathy,
not liability,” accor-
ding to Major
Coakley, the units
Staff ﬁdge Advocate.
In its five months in
Iraq, the battalion
has made “nomore
than ten”such pay-
menks for civilian
deaths, mostly involv-
\ ing;eople in cars who
inadvertently ran
Marine roadblocks.
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The Marines motion the Iraqis out of their vehicle. Sgt. '
Cantu and Lance Cpl. Ledesma, who has taken a cras
course in Arabic, dismount and approach them.
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weo&\er Oné °F Buk aet —— He's beatin You LOOK You
ah“-\\cop. The crew | wo of 5ac: : 4 SEE COMPLA-
. begins ¢o | xnem Cants = fhode th CENCY KILLS,
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HAPPENED
ON OuR
WATCH.

WE
WERE
SUPPOSED
TO SECURE Jiilh —UNTIL

|

T T
AREA. ; HAPPENS.

MORE WE
COULD HAVE
DONE..
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Afterwards, section leader Sgt.Czerwinski
tells me that the rwer comgany has just
come off months of hard patrolling and
fighting in the falluja and Ramadi areas.
This néw assignment at Haditha Dam
should be —[~ -
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The next day, his
unit is ambdshed
after landing
on the river
bank to investi-
gate some small
arms fire. Lance
Cel. rw;adwél\ loi’vovho )
ilot e boat ’ ,, )
Fd vidden on the S )
before, is \ "y,
killed. Three others
are wounded,
including Capt.
Kuniholm, my
coFfee»dr‘inking
roommate ak the
dam, who had
&mged on one of
e boats on the
spur of the moment.

Within hours, Capt. Kuniholms 21 pairs of black socks, his four
year olds drawings, and all his other items are packed up for
shipment to his gamilg in North Carolina.
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He will not be
coming back. His right arm has been severed below the elbow.

P
THA am
\/E,-NCEE Z N — a moi’;t‘;'gt;
e oo N as we punch
by.
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WITHIN A MONTH OF MY LEAVING, THE MARINES OF 1/23 AND
THEIR ATTACHED UNITS SUFFERED SEVEN MORE FATALITIES.
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