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Humanity Versus The Machine
The Temp App Economy and The Struggle of

Working People
LaborFest 2015

LaborFest commemorates the anniversary of the 1934 
San Francisco General Strike and West Coast Maritime 
Strike. The General Strike took place after the murder 
of two workers, Howard Sperry and Nick Bordoise, by 
San Francisco police. As a result of 
the victory of the strike, hundreds of 
thousands of workers joined unions 
in San Francisco and throughout the 
Bay Area. The strike won a union hir-
ing hall and workers were able to win 
major gains. 

Today, working people are again 
under a frontal attack as real wages 
continue to fall. Workers are fired for 
unionizing and they are being evicted 
from homes they can no longer afford 
in San Francisco and other parts of 
the Bay Area. The right to a living 
wage, housing and healthcare for all 
working people is as critical as it was 
in 1934.

This year is also the 100th anniversary 
of the death of labor troubadour and 
organizer Joe Hill. Joe Hill, a Swed-
ish immigrant, was in San Francisco 
during the 1907 earthquake. As a re-
sult of his union organizing efforts, 
he was framed by the Salt Lake City, 
Utah administration and murdered 
by a firing squad in 1915. The Utah 
government has also reinstituted the firing squad on this 
the 100th anniversary of his death.

We will have music and poetry honoring his life and the 
relevance of his struggle, workers and human rights. Joe 
Hill Never Died.

This year as well, fast food workers and Walmart work-
ers are fighting for a union and a living wage. While the 
number of billionaires grows in the Bay Area and Califor-

nia, working people are forced to move long distances from 
where they work.

Public workers face privatization and outsourcing, and the 
attack on teachers is unrelenting from many sources includ-
ing charters. The effort to take away the right to strike for 
transit workers and other public workers is real.

The Bay Area is a world center of tech-
nology and communication. Labor-
Fest will look at how technology is 
affecting working people from taxi 
drivers who face companies like Uber 
to tech workers who are under sur-
veillance 24 hours a day.  The recently 
chartered taxi workers union in San 
Francisco will also be outlining the 
issues they face.

Also we will commemorate the 150th 
anniversary of the building of the 
Transcontinental Railway by Chinese 
workers. These workers also led the 
largest strike in the early history of 
California.

We will host a LaborTech conference 
at Stanford University on July 26, 
2015 to look at how technology and 
apps are affecting working people and 
how labor and working people can use 
their smart phones to share their sto-
ries and struggles locally and world-
wide.

LaborFest will also have our annual 
FilmWorks United festival with films on working people 
and their struggles here in the Bay Area and around the 
world.

The LaborFest Organizing Committee thanks all those 
unions, trade unionists and labor supporters who helped 
make this year’s LaborFest happen.

Our solidarity, education and action for working people can 
move the world.
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July 5 (Sunday) 9:45 AM (Free) Meet at Coit Tower entrance - 1 Telegraph Hill Blvd, SF

Coit Tower Mural Walk

July 5 (Sunday)  12:00 Noon Meet at 518 Valencia St., SF

Cycles of Labor History Bicycle Tour with Chris Carlsson
($15-50 sliding scale donation requested to benefit Shaping San Francisco)
From the pre-urban history of Indian slavery to the earliest 8-hour day move-
ment in the U.S., the ebb and flow of class war is traced. SF’s radical working 
class organizations were shaped in part by racist complicity in genocide and 
slavery. From the 1870s to the 1940s, there were dozens of epic battles be-
tween owners and workers, culminating in the 1934 General Strike and its 
aftermath. This four-hour bike tour, of San Francisco labor history will intro-
duce you to a new view of the city. Tour ends at Spear and Market.

With Peter O’Driscoll and Harvey Smith.

In the past few years there has been a growing community 
effort to defend the Coit tower murals from leaking water 
and to stop plans for privatization of the site. This led to 
the critical renovation of the murals on their 80th anniver-
sary. They were being painted during the time of the 1934 
general strike in San Francisco.  LaborFest will hold its an-
nual guided tour of the murals with Peter O’Driscoll, Gray 
Brechin and Harvey Smith. At the time of their installation, 
an organized effort was made to destroy them because of the 
leftist themes. The artists and their supporters had to physi-
cally defend the site. The murals were successfully defended 
and we have them today as our heritage.  The artists were 
working under the Civil Works Administration and Public 
Works of Art program, which was later extended to many 
buildings and sites throughout the U.S.

July 3, 4, 5  2:00 PM (Free) Dolores Park  - 18th & Dolores, SF

SF Mime Troupe -  Freedomland
A door is blown off its hinges! Into a blasted room of scarred 
walls and shattered windows, armed with M-16’s, America’s 
bravest duck and dodge for cover, finally training their deadly 
gun sights on... an old black man watching TV on his couch? 
This isn’t Baghdad or Kandahar - its home, and for ex- Black 
Panther Malcolm Haywood, it’s just another wrong door po-
lice raid in the War on Drugs. So of course Malcolm is horri-
fied when the grandson he’s tried to protect, Nathaniel, returns 
from serving in Afghanistan only to find another war zone at 
home - and one where young Black men like Nathaniel are in 
the crosshairs! Meanwhile the Mayor and the Police Chief - one 
desperate for votes, the other desperate to fund his militarized 
police force - ramp up the fear (and their shiny new tank) to 
fight the newest, drug threat to America. Worse than weed, 
meth, coke, crack, or crank, it’s... SNORF!!

Please check the full schedule at the website:
www.sfmt.org/schedule
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DATE	 	 TIME	 Fee	 EVENTS	 LOCATION	 PAGE
7/3,4,5		  2:00 PM	 Free	 SF Mime Troup - Freedomland	 Dolores Park	 1
7/3-25		  Appoint	 Free	 Underground Art Gallery	 Redstone Building	 28
7/5	 Sun	 9:45 AM	 Free	 Coit Tower Mural Walk	 Coit Tower	 1
7/5	 Sun	 12:00 Noon	 $15-50	 Labor Bike Tour	 518 Valencia	 1
7/5	 Sun	 7:00 PM	 Donation	 The 100th Anniversary of Joe Hill Concert	 ILWU 34 Hall	 3
7/6	 Mon	 10:00 AM	 Free	 SF General Strike Walk	 Harry Bridges Plaza	 4
7/7	 Tue	 10:00 AM	 Free	 Bread & Roses with Retired Union Members	 SFLC office	 4
7/7	 Tue	 6:00 PM	 Free	 35th Anniversary of SF Hotel Strike	 Hotel Whitcomb	 4
7/8	 Wed	 6:30 PM	 Free	 Film - Wisconsin Rising	 Niebyl Proctor Library	 5
7/8	 Wed	 7:00 PM	 Free	 The Lessons of May Day 2015	 ILWU 10	 5
7/9	 Thu	 7:00 PM	 Donation	 Film - Palikari - Louis Tikas and The Ludlow..	 518 Valencia	 6
7/10	 Fri	 7:00 PM	 Donation	 Film - Driving for Hire, Rise of The Oppressed	 518 Valencia	 6
7/11	 Sat	 9:00 AM	 Free	 Labor in the Schools	 Mutiny Radio	 7
7/11	 Sat	 9:30 AM	 Free	 Workplace Bullying Conference	 SEIU 1021	 7
7/11	 Sat	 10:00 AM	 Free	 San Bruno Mountain Wilderness Walk	 SB Mountain Watch office	 8
7/11	 Sat	 10:00 AM	 Free	 Workers’ Voices, Workers’ Lives	 City College Mission Camapus	 8
7/11	 Sat	 7:00 PM	 Donation	 Film - A Day’s Work	 518 Valencia	 8
7/12	 Sun	 10:00 AM	 Free	 SF Waterfront Labor History Walk	 75 Folsom St.	 9
7/12	 Sun	 10:00 AM	 $25	 WPA Bus Tour	 Bill Graham Auditorium	 9
7/12	 Sun	 2:00 PM	 Free	 Militarization, War, Labor and History	 Bayview Library	 10
7/13	 Mon	 7:00 PM	 Free	 A Victory in the Fight to Save Post Office	 Canessa Gallery	 10
7/14	 Tue	 1:00 PM	 Free	 St. Francis Square Tour	 Geary & Laguna	 12
7/14	 Tue	 7:00 PM	 Free	 Book - Berkeley & The New Deal	 Green Arcade Bookstore	 12
7/14	 Tue	 7:00 PM	 Free	 Bastille Day, Words on The Anniv. of Joe Hill	 First Unitarian Univ. Church	 12
7/15	 Wed	 7:00 PM	 Free	 Film - The Ballad of Joe Hill	 ILWU 34 Hall	 14
7/16	 Thu	 7:00 PM	 Donation	 Film - Claiming Our Voice, Schoolidarity	 Redstone Building	 14
7/17	 Fri	 4:00 PM	 Donation	 Film - One Generation’s Time: The Legacy ..	 ILWU 34 Hall	 16
7/17	 Fri	 6:30 PM	 (check)	 SF Living Wage Coalition Dinner	 SEIU 1021 Hall	 16
7/17	 Fri	 7:30 PM	 Donation	 Rockin’ Solidarity Labor Chorus	 ILWU 34 Hall	 16
7/18	 Sat	 10:00 AM	 Donation	 Conference - Nuclear Power, Health & ..	 ILWU 34 Hall	 18
7/18	 Sat	 11:00 AM	 Free	 Angel Island History Walk & Immigration Stories	 Angel Island	 18
7/18	 Sat	 2:00 PM	 Free	 Fighting the Just In Time Frofessor	 Niebyl-Proctor Library 	 20
7/18	 Sat	 6:00 PM	 Donation	 50th Anniversary of Grape Strike	 Manilatown Center	 20
7/19	 Sun	 12:00 Noon	 Free	 Irish Labor History Walk	 240 2nd St.	 21
7/19	 Sun	 2:00 PM	 Free	 Hunters Point/Bayview History Walk	 Bayview Plaza	 21
7/19	 Sun	 5:45 PM	 $45	 Boat Tour	 Pier 41	 22
7/21	 Tue	 7:00 PM	 Free	 LaborFest Writers	 Bird & Beckett Bookstore	 24
7/21	 Tue	 8:00 PM	 Free	 LaborFest Comedy Night	 San Jose Improv	 24
7/22	 Wed	 6:00 PM	 Free	 Film - Zerre	 SF Main Library	 26
7/22	 Wed	 7:00 PM	 Free	 Uber, Tech, Apps and The Future of Taxi ..	 Redstone Building	 26
7/22	 Wed	 8:00 PM	 Free	 LaborFest Comedy Night	 Tommy T’s Comedy & Steak	 24
7/23	 Thu	 7:00 PM	 Donation	 World Factory - Chinese Working Class	 ILWU 34 Hall	 28
7/24	 Fri	 7:00 PM	 Donation	 Film - Siren	 518 Valencia  	 29
7/25	 Sat	 10:30 AM	 Free	 Labor & Building of Treasure Island	 Treasure Island Museum	 30
7/25	 Sat	 12:00 Noon	 Free	 Oakland 1946 General Strike Walk	 Latham Square	 30
7/25	 Sat	 2:00 PM	 Free	 Education, Charters, Union & Public Workers	 518 Valencia	 31
7/25	 Sat	 7:00 PM	 Free	 Puerto Rico - Labor & Fight Against Neoliberalism	 518 Valencia	 31
7/26	 Sun	 9:00 AM	 $50	 LaborTech Conference	 Stanford University	 32
7/26	 Sun	 7:00 PM	 Free	 World Factory & Music	 Stanford University	 33
7/26	 Sun	 10:00 AM	 Free	 WPA Berkeley Walk	 Main Berkeley Post Office	 34
7/26	 Sun	 10:00 AM	 Free	 Architecture & Labor History Walk	 Mission & Steuart	 34
7/27	 Mon	 7:30 PM	 Free	 To The Bone - Play reading	 Tides Theatre	 35
7/29	 Wed	 7:00 PM	 Free	 Housing, Tenants, Non-Profits	 ILWU 34 hall	 35
7/30	 Thu	 7:00 PM	 Free	 The Lessons of NAFTA	 518 Valencia	 36
7/31	 Fri	 6:00 PM	 Free	 Closing Party	 ILWU 34 hall	 36

Please check for any additional events and changes on website. (www.laborfest.net)

LaborFest 2015 Schedule Index
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July 5 (Sunday)  7:00 PM (Donation) ILWU Local 34 Hall - 801 2nd St. next to AT&T Ball Park

“I Dreamed I Saw Joe Hill Last Night”
Join LaborFest on The 100th Anniversary Concert on 
Death of Joe Hill with David Rovics
In 1915 in Salt Lake City, Utah, IWW union organizer and 
labor troubadour Joe Hill was murdered by a firing squad. 
The effort to silence him failed and he has become one of the 
most famous labor organizers and musicians in the world.

It is a sick irony that Utah this year has reinstituted the fir-
ing squad for executions! Over 2 million mostly Black and 
Latino workers are in prison today in the United States and 
in California, more money is spent on the prison industry 
than on education.

Joe’s struggle for union and labor rights is as relevant to-
day as it was in 1915. Millions of workers would like to 

have unions but are 
intimidated and bul-
lied by companies 
like Walmart and 
Macdonald’s to fire 
workers who speak 
up. Walmart this 
year closed five stores 
including one in Pico 
Rivera, California for 
supposed “plumb-
ing problems” which 
were really threats of 
union organizing.

Although this Walmart’s act is 
illegal, the corporations who run 
America and the world flagrantly 
ignore the laws and protections 
workers are supposed to have in 
this country.
Over 10,000 workers are fired every year in this country for 
union organizing and these are only the workers that have 
pursued NLRB lawsuits.

Joe Hill saw the struggle of workers and union rights as the 
most important struggle in his life, and he paid for it with 
his life.

LaborFest will honor the 100th anniversary of his death with 
a concert with labor troubadour David Rovics. Throughout 
the year, Rovics has been traveling in Europe in a series of 
concerts to commemorate the life and struggles of Joe Hill.

Rovics has performed throughout the world. His hard hit-
ting songs for workers and human rights are powerful and 
moving. Also performing at  the commemoration will be 
Carol Denney and Marcus Duskin.
http://joehill100.com

Parking space available at the union hall parking lot. The 
entrance is at the corner of King St. and 2nd, right next to 
the AT&T Ball Park.

FilmWorks United 
Schedule 

DATE		  TIME	 TITLE	 LOCATION	 LENGTH	 PAGE
7/8	 Wed	 6:30 PM	 Wisconsin Rising	 Niebyl-Proctor Library	 60 min	 5
7/9	 Thu	 7:00 PM	 Palikari - Ludlow Massacre	 518 Valencia	 92 min	 6
7/10	 Fri	 7:00 PM	 Rise of The Oppressed	 518 Valencia	 18 min	 6
			   Driving For Hire		  84 min	 6
7/11	 Sat	 7:00 PM	 A Day’s Work	 518 Valencia	 54 min	 8
7/15	 Wed	 7:00 PM	 The Ballad of Joe Hill	 ILWU 34 hall	 115 min	 14
7/16	 Thu	 7:00 PM	 Claiming Our Voice	 Redstone Building	 21 min	 14
		  7:30 PM	 Schooidarity		  90 min	 14
7/17	 Fri	 4:00 PM	 One Generation’s Time	 ILWU 34 hall	 60 min	 16
7/22	 Wed	 6:00 PM	 Zerre (The Particle)	 SF Main Library	 80 min	 26
7/24	 Fri	 7:00 PM	 Siren	 518 Valencia	 60 min	 29

(Schedule is subject to change. Please check the LaborFest website for any changes)



4

July 7 (Tuesday)  10:00 AM (Free) San Francisco Labor Council Office - 1188 Frankklin St., Suite 203, SF

July6 (Monday) 10:00 AM (Free) Meet at Harry Bridges Plaza Tower - Embarcadero at Market St., SF

SF General Strike Walk
Meet at Harry Bridges Plaza - Plaza in front of Ferry 
Building, at the south side tower, San Francisco. 

Join the walk with Gifford Hartman and others.
Eighty-one years ago at this location, a great battle 
took place by the workers and the residents of San 
Francisco against the police and National Guard. 
We will look at the causes of the 1934 General 
Strike and why it was successful. How was the strike 
organized and why are the issues in that strike still 
relevant to working people today? We will also view 
some of the key historical sites in this important US 
labor struggle. 

Bread & Roses with Retired Union Members
Come to an open regular meeting of FORUM (Federation 
of Retired Union Members), an organization of retirees af-
filiated with the San Francisco Labor Council.   Retirees 
come from a spectrum of unions with members and work-
ers in San Francisco.  FORUM supports alliances between 
working people and retired people to preserve and improve 

health care, social security and pension benefits.   The July 
program will briefly highlight members’ current activities 
and primarily focus on personal recollections of the 1934 
General Strike and other significant labor actions.  Anyone 
with stories to tell about labor history is especially invited 
to come and share memories.   Refreshments will be served.

July 7 (Tuesday)  6:00 PM (Free) Hotel Whitcomb - Ghirardelli Room - 1231 Market St.  near 8th St., SF

35th Anniversary of SF Hotel Strike “Wake-Up Time”
Join Unite Here! Local 2 union veterans and labor support-
ers to commemorate the 35th anniversary of the San Fran-
cisco hotel workers strike and honor its veterans. This was 
the most important hotel strike in the post war period and 
came with an upsurge of rank and file activism.
Pots and pans were used by housekeepers in front of Hyatt 
Regency and other hotels to let the bosses know that ho-

tel workers were not taking it anymore and wanted better 
conditions and benefits.
This commemoration will include stories from the strikers 
and a video by videographer Mary Ellen Churchill.
For information, call 415-642-8066, or e-mail:
laborfest@laborfest.net
Sponsored by 1980 Hotel Strike Commemoration Commit-
tee
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July 8 (Wednesday)  7:00 PM (Free) ILWU Local 10 - Henry Schmidt Room - 400 Northpoint, at Mason

An Injury To One Is An Injury To All
The Lessons of May Day 2015 and ILWU Local 10

July 8 (Wednesday)  6:30 PM (Free) Niebyl-Proctor Marxist Library - 6501 Telegraph Ave., Oakland

Wisconsin Rising
(60 min) (2014) by Sam Mayfield
This film documents the days, weeks and months when 
Wisconsinites fought back against power, authority and 
injustice. They were fighting back against newly elected 
Republican Governor Scott Walker’s action stripping col-
lective bargaining rights from public employees. This fight 
took place in the same period as the Arab spring, and work-
ers in both struggles saw their common fight.
Discussion to follow. 
Sponsored by Speak Out Now and PM Press.

FilmWorks United International Working Class Film & Video Festival

On May 1, 2015 ILWU Local 10 called for a stop work 
meeting to protest the police terror and murders of African 
Americans, Latinos and other working people. Two thou-
sand marched to demand justice and human rights. ILWU 
made history as the only union in the United States to not 
only to challenge the epidemic of police murders, but also 
to take action on the job.
This educational forum will look at why the ILWU Lo-

cal 10 took this action and how their members have been 
affected by the increasing militarization of the police and 
repression in working class communities.
There will also be a screening of a new documentary about 
the ILWU Local 10’s initiated action.

Henry Schmidt room is on the second floor of the smaller 
building at the location.

The officers, members and staff of ESC Local 20  
are proud to support LaborFest 2015 

 

John Mader – President 
Joel Foster – Secretary-Treasurer 

Karen Sawislak – Executive Director 
 

810 Clay Street, Oakland CA 94607 • 510-238-8320 • www.ifpte20.org 
IBT:856-jj 

ESC LOCAL 20  
INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF PROFESSIONAL AND TECHNICAL ENGINEERS AFL-CIO 

Engineers and Scientists of California  

 

 
 

The teachers,  
counselors,  

librarians, & nurses of  
the Peralta Federation 

of Teachers,  
AFT Local 1603,  
proudly support  
LaborFest 2015  
and the rights of  
working people  

everywhere. 
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July 9 (Thursday)  7:00 PM (Donation) 518 Valencia - near 16th St., SF

July 10 (Friday)  7:00 PM (Donation) 518 Valencia - near 16th St., SF

FilmWorks United International Working Class Film & Video Festival

FilmWorks United International Working Class Film & Video Festival

Palikari - Louis Tikas and The Ludlow Massacre
(92 min.)(2014) Greece (in English)
by Director Nikos Ventouras and Producer Lamprini 
Thoma.

The history of immigrants is a story of struggle, and one 
of the sharpest in our history took place on April 20, 1914 
Ludlow massacre of miners and their families in Colorado. 
Greek Director Nikos Ventouras and Producer Lamprini 
Thoma came to the US to do a story on the travels of Jack 
Kerouac and discovered the hidden story of the Lundlow 
massacre in Colorado. This includes the story of Greek im-
migrant Louis Tikas Palikari who they had never heard of.
They learned that Palikari, an immigrant with military 
training in the Balkan wars, had become one of the lead-

ers of the miner’s strike, 
and was assassinated by a 
lieutenant in the Colorado 
National Guard for leading 
this strike.
The story of Ludlow is part 
of our history that has been 
buried to cover the real 
contours of US working 
class history. As Mother 
Jones said at the time, “No 
one listened, no one cared, 
then, came Ludlow and the 
nation heard”.
Part of their reason for 
making this film was also the need to fight the growing 
racism and xenophobia in Greece, which has been a result 
of the economic crisis. They show that racism and discrimi-
nation against immigrants is not limited by borders.
Joining the screening will be SFSU professor Zeese Papai-
kolas. His book “Buried Unsung: Louis Tikas and the Lud-
low Massacre” was an important link for the filmmakers 
and all working people about our history. Papaikolas will 
introduce the film and there will be a discussion following 
the screening.

Rise of The Oppressed (18 min) (2012) Pakistan, by Labor Education Foundation

This film shows the conditions of Pakistani textile loom workers and their struggle for human 
and union rights.

Driving For Hire  (84 min) (2015) USA, by John Han
San Francisco has become the ground zero 
in new applications and tech that is touted 
as “disrupting” the world as we know it. Taxi 
driver and journalist Jon Han looks at how 
UBER and other apps are affecting the public, 
users and taxi drivers.
This documentary is the most significant re-
port on this revolution in the industry and 
what it means for the future of drivers.
John Han will introduce the film and discus-
sion will follow.
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July 11 (Saturday) 9:30 - 3:30  (Free) SEIU 1021 - 350 Rhode Island - Entrance on Kansas St. near 17th, SF

Workplace Bullying Labor Educational Conference
What It Is and How to Stop It!
Lunch included with pre-registration (by 7/9)  
(For pre-registration, call Brenda Barros: 925-437-0593)

The bullying of working people on the jobs and in the 
communities is escalating. There is both a California and 
a national campaign to pass legislation against workplace 
bullying which is a serious health and safety concern for 
workers and the public. This workshop will draw the links 
between an epidemic of bullying and police terror evident 
in places like Ferguson, Baltimore and North Charleston. 
Bullying on the job and police harassment of Black and mi-
nority people are two sides of the same coin. Bullying is also 
connected to the growing militarization of the police with 
billions for armored vehicles and machine guns while social 

services are cut and public education is privatized and de-
stroyed for the poor and oppressed.

Speakers Include:
Greg Sorozan, SEIU NAGE 282 President
Brenda Barros, SEIU 1021 San Francisco General Hospi-
tal Chapter President
Dr. Derek Kerr, Former Doctor at Laguna Honda Hospi-
tal and Whistleblower
Carrie Clark, California Healthy Workplaces And Former 
Teacher/Whistleblower
Jamie Tillotson, Former San Francisco Public Defender 
Who Was Arrested For Defending African American cli-
ents rights at Hall of Justice
Derrick Boutte, SEIU 1021, Chair SEJ
Yolanda Williams, SFOFJ

July 11 (Saturday) 9:00 AM - 12:00 Noon (Free) Mutiny Radio - 2781 21st at Florida St., SF

Why Labor Matters In The Schools?
Labor history is mostly unknown and that is where “La-
bor In The Schools” comes in. The California Federation of 
Teachers has set up a program and educational material to 

help teachers and educators make labor part of curriculum 
in the schools.

“Labor in the Schools” is a workshop for teachers, people 
who work with K-12 students, and anyone else who is inter-
ested. It will feature materials designed by the Labor in the 
Schools Committee, some interactive activities and simula-
tions that focus on cooperation, worldwide wealth inequal-
ity, and strategies for children. 
Participants will receive free materials and view the Hall of 
Labor, a Big Poster gallery of famous labor leaders and their 
bios. Nothing is more important to our movement than to 
educate our base - working class young people. 
For information contact Bill Morgan (415) 516-5822
http://www.cft.org/about-cft/committees/labor-in-the-schools-committee.html
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July 11 (Saturday)  7:00 PM (Donation) 518 Valencia - near 16th St., SF

FilmWorks United International Working Class Film & Video Festival

Labor unionists and environmentalists both confront the same commercial 
interests. In 1968, David Schooley chained himself to a bulldozer at the 
foot of the San Bruno Mountain. As a result, houses have never been con-
structed in Guadeloupe Canyon. You’re invited to walk with David in the 
Mountain habitat of the Mission Blue Butterfly, which he’s defended for 50 
years. The fight on this Mountain helped to inspire the Endangered Species 
Act. This is now a space in the local area where working people can enjoy 
the beauty of the canyon.
To sign up call: 415-467-6631. 

Meet at 10:00 AM at the San Bruno Mountain Watch Office, Room 206, 
44 Visitation Avenue in Brisbane. 
To get there by car, follow Bayshore Boulevard to Brisbane; or take the 
#249 SamTrans bus. 

July 11 (Saturday)  10:00 AM (Free) San Bruno Mountain Watch Office -44 Visitation Ave., Brisbane

San Bruno Mountain Wilderness Walk

A Day’s Work  (54 min.) (2014) USA, by Dave DeSario & David M. Garcia

Every day workers are killed on the job in the United States, 
yet there are only 2,000 Federal OSHA inspectors nation-
ally. Thirty percent of Workers today are in the rapidly 
growing classification of temporary workers.
A Day’s Work is about the death of 21 year old Day Davis 
after only 90 minutes on he job. The film shines a light 
on the failure of health and safety protections in the $100 
billion temp industry.  This temp industry is a direct result 
of deregulation of workers from FedEx to Kaiser. Today in 
California, there are only around 200 Cal-OSHA inspec-
tors for 18.5 million workers and the deregulation of Work-
ers Comp has led to seriously injured workers not getting 
medical treatment for their injuries. Employers are shifting 
this expense to social security disability, so the taxpayer 

ends up with the cost.
Discussion to follow the film with health and safety advo-
cates.

July 11 (Saturday)  10:00 - 2:00 PM (Free) City College Mission Campus -1125 Valencia, Room 109

Workers’ Voices, Workers’ Lives
Join City College Labor and Community Studies and the Fund for Labor Culture 
and History for an afternoon celebrating workers’ lives. The janitors of SEIU 
Local 87, the convention workers of Sign and Display Local 510 and the do-
mestic workers of La Colectiva de Mujeres will perform excerpts from oral 
history theater celebrations of their lives, struggles and victories. They’ll par-
ticipate in guided conversations of their laborlore, work culture, and discuss 
the humor, hardship and solidarity of their work and organizations. Join us for 
an illuminating day investigating work and workers’ lives.
For more information, contact Bill Shields at 415-550-4473 or 
wshields@ccsf.edu.
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July 12 (Sunday)  10:00 AM ($25) Meet in front of Bill Graham Auditorium - 99 Grove, SF Civic Center

WPA Bus Tour
With Gray Brechin & Harvey Smith
Join Gray Brechin and Harvey Smith as they travel through 
history on a bus tour of sites built by the New Deal’s “alpha-
bet soup” agencies. You will learn about the major contribu-
tion government-paid workers made during the depression 
era New Deal programs. Gray and Harvey will discuss the 
art, architecture and social programs that effectively dealt 
with the period’s economic meltdown in contrast with to-
day’s response. Please be aware that the tour will take about 
5 hours depending on the traffic and the discussions.
Meet in front of Bill Graham Auditorium, between City 
Hall and the Main Library. 

Reservation required: 
Send e-mail: laborfest@laborfest.net or call: (415) 642-
8066,  and leave your name, number of reservations and 
phone number (this is to let you know that we have space 
for your reservation and contact you in case of any chang-
es.)

Make reservation, then send check ($25/person) to: Labor-
Fest, P.O. Box 40983, SF, CA 94140

Please bring your own lunch. For those who can’t bring 
one, we will have sandwiches and drinks on the bus for a 
small cost. Bus will return to Civic Center. 
Tour lasts about 5 hours.

July 12 (Sunday) 10:00 AM (Free) Meet at 75 Folsom St. - Entrance of Hills Brothers Coffee Building

San Francisco Waterfront Labor History Walk 1835 - 1934
With Lawrence Shoup and Peter O’Driscoll
There are many stories about labor struggles in San Fran-
cisco. The walk will focus on the maritime industry from 
1835 until the burning of the blue book in 1934. Also, labor 
historian Larry Shoup will discuss the history of the 1901 
transportation workers strike led by the Teamsters which 

the San Francisco police attempted, but failed to smash.  Af-
ter an over two month long struggle, the workers emerged 
victorious, and the Union Labor Party won the election of 
1901, taking control of the city. This was the first large city 
in the United States to have a union labor party in office.
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July 12 (Sunday) 2:00 - 5:00 PM (Free) Bayview Library - 5075 3rd St, SF

Militarization, War, Labor and History Education Conference
San Francisco has played a historic role in US wars. San 
Francisco ship workers built war ships at Union Ironworks, 
which were used in the war with Spain and then the oc-
cupation of the Philippines. Also, in the post war period, 
contaminated ships from nuclear weapon tests in the Pacific 

were brought to Hunters Point shipyard. They were sand-
blasted which spread the radioactive material into the area 
and the communities that surrounded the shipyard.
This forum will look at how these wars have affected San 
Francisco, and how the US is now expanding the mili-
tarization of Japan, Korea and the Philippines as well as 
Europe and Ukraine.

Speakers:
Ray Tomkins Ph.D; Health and Safety Advocate
George Wright; AFT 1473 Retired Professor Skyline 
College
Galina Gerasimova; AFT 2121 CCSF Professor
Misuk Nam; UTR Teacher, Sewol Support Committee
Chizu Hamada; No Nukes Action Committee
Cindy Sheehan; Anti-war Activist

July 13 (Monday) 7:00 PM (Free) Canessa Gallery - 708 Montgomery St., SF

A Victory in the Fight to Save our Historic Post Offices
With members of the Committee to Save the Berke-
ley Post Office
The U.S. Postal Service, now headed by those favoring pri-
vatization, is closing and selling off many post offices listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places, reducing postal 
services and cutting public sector union jobs.  Many of these 
historic post offices have murals and art created during the 
New Deal. The City of Berkeley, however, prevailed in fed-
eral court saving the historic post office building and setting 
a precedent for others.  The case promises to save union jobs 
by requiring the USPS to follow the law. Come hear the sto-
ry of how a spirited group of Berkeley residents set a national 
precedent. 
Citizens to Save the Berkeley Post Office fought for their 
historic building and art for three years.  They made the na-
tion aware of the issue with articles in the New York Times, 
the Washington Post, the Los Angeles Times and the San 
Francisco Chronicle. 

For information: harveysmithberkeley@yahoo.com 
or call 510-684-0414

Purple Communications

SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS
California Labor Federation

Bay City News Service

San Francisco Chronicle

SACRAMENTO BEE

OAKLAND TRIBUNE

Hawaii Tribune Herald Modesto BeeFRESNO BEE
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS

Alameda Labor Council Hawaii Tribune Herald

Honolulu Star  Adver t iser
Santa Rosa Press DemocratFRESNO BEE Contra Costa Times

Purple Communications

SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS
California Labor Federation

Bay City News Service

San Francisco Chronicle

SACRAMENTO BEE

OAKLAND TRIBUNE

Hawaii Tribune Herald Modesto BeeFRESNO BEE
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS

Alameda Labor Council Hawaii Tribune Herald

Honolulu Star  Adver t iser
Santa Rosa Press DemocratFRESNO BEE Contra Costa Times

Contra Costa Times

SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS

San Francisco Chronicle

SACRAMENTO BEE

OAKLAND TRIBUNE

Modesto Bee

Hawaii Tribune Herald

Honolulu Star  Adver t iser
Santa Rosa Press Democrat

Contra Costa Times

Purple Communications

SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS
California Labor Federation

Bay City News Service

San Francisco Chronicle

OAKLAND TRIBUNE

SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS

Alameda Labor Council

FRESNO BEE

SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS

San Francisco Chronicle

SACRAMENTO BEE

OAKLAND TRIBUNE

Modesto Bee

Hawaii Tribune Herald

Santa Rosa Press Democrat
Contra Costa Times

Purple Communications
San Francisco Chronicle

OAKLAND TRIBUNE

Hawaii Tribune Herald Modesto BeeFRESNO BEE
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS

Honolulu Star  Adver t iser
Santa Rosa Press DemocratFRESNO BEE Contra Costa Times

Purple Communications
San Francisco Chronicle

OAKLAND TRIBUNE

Hawaii Tribune HeraldFRESNO BEE
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS

Honolulu Star  Adver t iser
Santa Rosa Press DemocratFRESNO BEE

SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS
California Labor Federation

Bay City News Service SACRAMENTO BEE
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS
California Labor Federation

Bay City News Service

PACIFIC MEDIA WORKERS 

MEDIAWORKERS.ORG

tdp/pmwg/tng-cwa39521/afl-cio/clc



11

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 6 

Celebrates the 

22nd Anniversary of Laborfest 

John J. Doherty 

Business Manager-Financial Secretary 

 
Michael V. McKenna, President  Russell Au Yeung, Officer 

Jeff B. Hawthorne, Vice President  Jennifer A. Kramer, Officer 

Mary M. Cordes-Hutchings,   Ronald J. Lewis, Officer 

Recording Secretary    David Mc Carroll, Jr., Officer 

Stephen C. Passanisi, Treasurer  Anthony C. Sandoval, Officer 

Members and Staff 
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July 14 (Tuesday)  7:00 PM (Free)  First Unitarian Universalist Church - 1187 Franklin St., SF

Bastille Day, Words on the Anniversary of Joe Hill’s Death
Voices for labor, human rights and justice on Bastille Day 
and the 100th Anniversary of the Murder of Joe Hill, first 

martyr for workers’ rights and 
the labor movement.

July 14 (Tuesday)  7:00 PM (Free)  Green Arcade Bookstore - 1680 Market St. at Gough, SF

Berkeley and The New Deal by Harvey Smith
Like the heritage of the New Deal in San Francisco, Berkeley’s 1930s and early 
1940s New Deal left a lasting legacy of utilitarian and beautiful infrastructure. 
These public buildings, schools, parks, and artworks helped shape the city and thus 
the lives of its residents. It is hard to imagine Berkeley without them. The artists and 
architects of these projects mention several themes: working for the community, 
responsibility, the importance of government support, collaboration, and creating a 
cultural renaissance. These New Deal projects, however, can be called “hidden his-
tory” because their legacies have been mostly ignored and forgotten. Comprehend-
ing the impact of the New Deal on one American city is only possible when viewed 
as a whole. More than history, this book shows the period’s relevance to today’s 
social, political, and economic realities. The times may again call for comprehensive 
public policy that reaches Main Street.

Music with Troubadour Vic Sadot
POETS: Judith Ayne Bernard, Dorothy Payne, John 
Curl, Mahmaz Badihian, Jack Hirschman, Agneta 
Falk, Karen Melander Magoon and others.
Sponsored by FUUS, Revolutionary Poets Brigade

July 14 (Tuesday)  1:00 - 2:30 PM (Free)  Meet at South West Corner of Geary and Laguna intersection

Union Sponsored Affordable Housing in San Francisco:
St. Francis Square Cooperative - Tour
(Meet near #38 Geary in-bound bus stop)
Join our walking tour and institutional and development 
history discussion of the now fifty-one-year-old 299 af-
fordable multi family garden apartments sponsored by the 
Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU).  This complex 
created a new community that mitigated some of the de-
structive displacement effects of Western Addition Rede-
velopment.   The buildings and landscaping were designed 
by renowned architects Robert Marquis, Claude Stoller and 
Lawrence Halprin.   The Square is still home to a number of 
union leaders, although it has now evolved to a market rate 
coop.  Residents and coop leaders Norm Young and Nan 
Park, will be tour guides. 
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The 100,000 members of the San Francisco Labor Council
Send Congratulations to

LABORFEST
Tim Paulson, Executive Director 

Mike Casey, President 
Olga Miranda, Secretary Treasurer 

Conny Ford, VP for Community Activities 
Larry Mazzola, VP for Affiliate Support 
Alisa Messer, VP for Political Activities
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July 16 (Thursday)  7:00 PM (Donation) Redstone Building - 2940 16th St. at Capp, SF

FilmWorks United International Working Class Film & Video Festival

July 15 (Wednesday)  7:00 (Free) ILWU Local 34 Hall - 801 2nd St. next to AT&T Ball Park

The Ballad of Joe Hill (1971)(115min)(Sweden) by Bo Widerberg

This year is the 100th anniversary of the death of trouba-
dour and union organizer Joe Hill.  His songs still reso-
nate today in the US and around the world. This dramatic 
film tells his story as an immigrant coming to the United 
States. This rarely seen Academy Award nominated film is 

about an ingenious immigrant labor 
organizer who is framed on a murder 
charge in a highly sensationalized tri-
al with little evidence.  Despite world-
wide appeals by the King of Sweden 
and the President of the USA, Hill is 
martyred by a Utah firing squad after 
one of the most controversial capital 
punishment trials of the 20th Centu-
ry. Today, on the hundredth anniversary of his death the 
state of Utah has reinstituted the firing squad. Despite 
the bullets that ended his life, his legacy, humor, prin-
ciples and solidarity with workers of the world live on.
Parking space available at the union hall parking lot. The 
entrance is at the corner of King St. and 2nd, right next to 
the AT&T ball park.

Schoolidarity (2014)(90 min)(USA) by Andrew Friend

This documentary looks at the attack on teachers in Chicago 
who are members of the Chicago Teachers Union CTU and 
links it to Governor Scott Walker’s attack on public workers 
in Wisconsin.
The documentary exposes the scapegoating of teachers and 
the push to privatize education by Obama’s former Chief of 
Staff Rahm Emanuel, exposes the forces behind privatiza-
tion and who will benefit from privatization.
The film also looks at efforts to move toward a general strike 
in Wisconsin against Walker’s program instead of a strategy 
of electing Democrats in the legislature.

Claiming Our Voice  (2013)(20.5 min)(USA) by Jennifer Pritheevea 

The struggle of immigrant South Asian workers in the US is the focus 
of the group Andolan. This film tells the stories of these South Asian 
women who have become domestic workers and their struggle for decent 
working conditions and labor rights. The Domestic Workers United and 
the National Domestic Workers Alliance have defended and supported 
the organization of 1.8 million domestic workers. More than 99% of 
these workers are foreign born, and 93% are women. The video also tells 
the story through a play called Sukh aur Dukh ki Kahani (Stories of Joy 
and Sorrow). This theater project puts the workers’ talents and skills to 
work in expressing their lives and hopes.

FilmWorks United International Working Class Film & Video Festival
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IUEC Local 8 

San Francisco 

Proudly Supports 

LaborFest 2015 
 
 

Eric McClaskey 
Business Manager

 
Matt Doran 
Business Representative 
 
Local 8 Officers 
James E. Leonard, III 
President 
 
Kevin Wright 
Vice President  
 
Dave Grenfell 
Secretary-Treasurer 

 
 
 
 

Trustees 
Audie Andrews 
John Leatham 

Brandon Powers 
 

Warden 
Ray Galvan

 
Greg Hardeman 

Business Representative 
 

Executive Board 
Darrin Arbasetti 

Jonathan Cramer 
Ryan Johnson 
Tim McGarvey 

Matt Russo 
Peter Tanzillo 

Mark Thomas 
Nicholas Urban 

THE MEMBERS AND OFFICERS OF

AFSCME District Council 57 
Proudly support the 

22nd Anniversary of LaborFest
& the commemoration of the  

1934 San Francisco General Strike 

80 Swan Way Suite 110  Oakland, CA 94621-1438  510-577-9694 
www.afscme57.org 
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July 17 (Friday)  7:30 PM (Donation) ILWU Local 34 Hall - 801 2nd St. next to AT&T Ball Park

Song and Story from Occupy

July 17 (Friday)  6:30 PM SEIU 1021 Hall - Entrance on Kansas St., Between 16th & 17th, SF

SF Living Wage Coalition Fourth Annual Awards Dinner
The Living Wage Coalition is a grassroots movement of low-
wage workers and their allies who have been fighting for 
economic justice since 1998 to change political priorities so 
that government does not subsidize poverty wage employ-
ers. We are engaged in rethinking of the economy towards 
the goals of economic development and a more prosperous, 
healthier and livable community for all working people.

Labor Woman of the Year Award will go to Alysabeth Alex-
ander, Vice President of Politics, SEIU Local 1021. Labor 
Man of the Year Award will go to Rudy Gonzalez, Vice Pres-
ident and Organizing Coordinator, Teamsters Local 856.
For information or to purchase tickets: San Francisco Liv-
ing Wage Coalition, (415) 863-1225, or go to
www. livingwage-sf.org, sflivingwage@riseup.net

Rockin’ Solidarity Labor Chorus presents a celebration of 
the Occupy movement, in song and story. The audience is 
invited to sing along: lyric sheets will be provided. Founded 

in 1999, the Labor Chorus helps keeps working-class cul-
ture alive, in four-part harmony. We will also have special 
guests.
www.laborchorus.org

July 17 (Friday)  4:00 - 6:00 PM (Donation) ILWU 34 Hall - next to AT&T ball park, SF

FilmWorks United International Working Class Film & Video Festival

One Generation’s Time: 

This is a documentary on the lives and legacy of Silme Do-
mingo and Gene Viernes.  Both men were leaders of ILWU 
Local 37, and members of the KDP (Union of Democratic 
Filipinos), an organization, which had chapters in the major 
cities of the West Coast during the 1970s and 1980s.  KDP 
had a two-prong program:  In its international work, it fo-
cused on exposing and advocating for the overthrow of the 
brutal Marcos dictatorship in the Philippines while fighting 
for workers’ rights in this country.  Viernes and Domin-
go were elected union officers of the International Long-
shore and Warehouse Union (ILWU) Local 37 in Seattle, 
WA.  They were elected on a reform platform pledging to 
end the corruption that had taken over their union local; 
the union, which represented the mostly Filipino cannery 
workers in Alaska.  On June 1, 1981, Viernes and Domingo 
were gunned down in the union hall.  The local president 
was convicted, but the trial subsequently proved that the 
assassinations of both Viernes and Domingo were ordered 

and paid for by the Marcos regime; a regime propped-up 
and supported by the U.S. government.
Introduction and discussion led by members of the Com-
mittee for Justice for Domingo & Viernes, including Cindy 
Domingo (sister of Silme) and Terri Mast (widow of Do-
mingo). Terri is currently ILWU Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Inlandboatmen’s Union, Local 37.

The Legacy of Silme Domingo & Gene Viernes (59:44) (2013) by Shannon Gee
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For more information: www.MedicareTurns50.org or email info@medicareturns50.org

National M50 Actions

Atlanta, GA
Austin, TX
Boston, MA
Charlotte, NC
Chicago, IL
Cleveland, OH
Columbus, OH 
Corpus Christi, TX 
Corvallis, OR 
Denver, CO
Detroit, MI 
El Paso, TX 
Fort Collins, CO 
Houston, TX
Iowa City, IA 
Kansas City, MO
Las Vegas, NV 

Los Angeles, CA
Miami, FL 
New York, NY
Oakland, CA
Philadelphia, PA
Portland, ME
Portland, OR
Poughkeepsie, NY
Pueblo, CO 
Seattle, WA
St. Louis, MO
St. Paul, MN
San Antonio, TX
Santa Barbara, CA
Tampa, FL
Washington, DC

We need to protect and improve Medicare as the highly successful public 
program it has been for nearly 50 years—and extend its coverage to all.

Medicare Turns 50
national day of action July 30, 2015!

rally & March in Oakland
11 a.m. at Frank Ogawa Plaza
Healthcare is a Human Right

0515_cna_SF Laborfest ad.indd   1 5/22/15   2:05 PM

In Honor of
The San Francisco 

General Strike

Joe Toback, 
Officers, Members & Staff

Congratulations on
The 22nd Anniversary of 

LaborFest
and The 81th Anniversary of 

The 1934 San Francisco
General Strike

SEIU 521 Retirees
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July 18 (Saturday) 10:00 - 3:00 PM (Donation) ILWU Local 34 Hall - 801 2nd St. next to AT&T ball park
International Educational Conference

There are hundreds of aging nuclear plants in the US and 
around the world that are becoming increasingly danger-
ous. The Fukushima plant in Japan continues to release 
thousands of tons of radioactive water into the Pacific and 
a growing epidemic of thyroid cancer of children and peo-
ple is developing in Japan. At the same time, the Japan’s 
Abe government is seeking to restart the remaining nuclear 
plants and also export nuclear plants throughout the world. 
There are also lawsuits against the manufacturers of nucle-
ar plants and a successful lawsuit against a Korean nucle-
ar plant where a woman got cancer from that plant. The 
Korean lawsuit’s success is an important step in protecting 
the communities near nuclear plants not only in Korea but 
throughout the world. This international education confer-
ence will discuss the growing dangers in the nuclear indus-
try, problems facing nuclear whistleblowers and their efforts 
to protect the workers, public and communities that live 
around nuclear plants.

Speakers include:
Lee Ji Seop : Filed a successful  lawsuit against the Korean 
nuclear power plant on behalf of his wife who had thyroid 
cancer 

Nuclear Power, Health and Safety, Labor and Fight in A Court
Choi Seung-koo : founder of the law suit against the 
Fukushima nuclear reactor makers
Rev. Lee, Dae-soo 
Dr. Robert Gould : President SF-Bay Area Physicians For 
Social Responsibility
Dr. Larry Rose : Former Medical Director of Cal-OSHA
Bob Rowen : Nuclear power plant whistleblower, former 
Humboldt PG&E nuclear plant worker and member of 
IBEW 1245
Donna Gilmore : Founder, San Onofre Safety

Angel Island Walk: Labor, Imperialism & Immigration
This walk will be 5 miles, 5 hours, including stops.
Angel Island is the largest island in San Francisco Bay, 740 
acres of California State Park. Located strategically just in-
side the Golden Gate, near the beautiful Marin Headlands, 
Angel Island has unparalleled views of the Bay Area. 
The heritage of Angel Island lies primarily in its human his-
tory; a story that accompanies not only the history of the 
Bay Area and California but also the military, political, eco-
nomic and social legacy of the United States in the 19th and 
20th centuries. Come and explore this unique place with 
park volunteer and historian James Dexter-Lee.  We will 
cover Native Americans to the Gold Rush, Angel Island at 
war (Civil War to Cold War), the U.S. Immigration Station 
(Labor & Racism), the Marine Hospital Service and more.

July 18 (Saturday) 10:45 - 3:45 PM (Free) Angel Island - at Ayala Cover where ferry boat arrives

Bring lunch, liquids, sun protection, layers and your walk-
ing shoes! (Optional $5 for admission to U.S. Immigration 
Station, cash or check, pay as you enter.)
Ferry schedule: 
www.blueandgoldfleet.com/ferry-services/ferry-schedules/
Leave SF – Ferry Building 9:20, Pier 41 9:45 - arrive 10:10 AM. 
Return to SF – Last ferry 4:10
Leave Tibron – 10:00 to 5:00 hourly. 
Return to Tibron 10:20 to 4:20 hourly
Information: jmsdxtr@gmail.com, or call 415-642-8066
www.andel-island.com/history.html
www.aiisf.org/education/station-history/life-on-angel-island
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Joshua Pechthalt
President

L. Lacy Barnes
Senior Vice President

Jeffery M. Freitas
Secretary Treasurercft.org    |

Learn their story  
in Golden Lands,  
Working Hands 

CFT honors the memory of  

Howard Sperry and Nick Bordoise, 

who made the ultimate sacrifice  

for solidarity in the General Strike  

of 1934. Learn their story in  

CFT’s documentary history of the  

California labor movement, 

Golden Lands, Working Hands.  

Funeral march for Sperry and Bordoise on Market Street

  MAKING HISTORY ... NOW  

In honor of workers past and 
present, more than 9,000 
professional, technical and 
administrative employees in 
Local 21 proudly support 
LABORFEST 2015.

Professional and Technical Engineers Local 21 | AFL-CIO
1182 Market Street, Room 425 San Francisco, CA 94102

ph: 415-864-2100  fax: 415-864-2166 web: www.ifpte21.org
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July 18 (Saturday)  6:00 - 8:00 PM (Donation) Manilatown Center - 868 Kearny St., SF

50th Anniversary of Grape Strike, The Past, Present and Future 

July 18 (Saturday) 2:00 - 3:30 PM (Free) Niebyl-Proctor Marxist Library - 6501 Telegraph Ave., Oakland

Fighting The Just In Time Professor:
A Lesson From The SF Bay Area Metro Organizing Strategy
The dirty  secret about higher education is that about two 
thirds of the faculty are part-time or full-time temporary 
adjunct professors hired by the class or semester. In the 
past few years, adjuncts have been organizing, striking and 
unionizing in record numbers. Many of them are using 
a new strategy known as the Metro Organizing Strategy, 
which organizes across a geographic region rather than 
campus by campus, where non faculty is included. Join a 
critical discussion about these organizing campaigns.

Robert Ovetz, Ph.D. is a migrant mindworker of academia 
who teaches at three Bay Area colleges and universities. He 
writes about the changing division of academic labor and 
strategies for resistance.

Jessica Beard is a lecturer in English and Critical Theory 
at San Francisco State University and the San Francisco Art 
Institute. She teaches in the METRO program at SFSU--a 

joint effort by CCSF and SFSU for first generation college 
students of color in the Bay Area. 

Jessica Lawless was an adjunct professor in the arts and 
humanities for 9 years. Organizer with SEIU local 1021’s 
Adjunct Action campaign.

Gifford Hartman has worked in adult education for over 
two decades, mostly in literacy and English as a Second 
Language (ESL). He also participates in Labor Histo-
ry events, writing and talking about the history of class 
struggle. In 2008, he was 
part of a 4-day strike at a 
non-profit ESL school in 
San Francisco.

For more info: 
rfovetz@riseup.net

2015 marks the 50th anniversary of the historic Grape 
Strike. The strike was launched on September 8, 1965, in 
the Filipino Community Hall by the Agricultural Work-
ers Organizing Committee (AWOC), AFL-CIO, in the 
small farming town of Delano in the California Central 
Valley.  This strike followed an earlier AWOC strike in the 
Coachella Valley.  Both strikes were led by a Filipino labor 
leadership composed of Larry Itliong, Benjamin Gines, Pete 
Velasco, and Philip Vera Cruz, veterans of the decades-long 
struggle to bring collective-bargaining rights to this coun-
try’s agricultural sector. 
The strikes highlighted the ongoing fight for basic workers 
rights, including minimum wage, overtime pay, sick time 
and recognition of their union. The strike was expanded 
when AWOC leadership urged the National Farm Workers 
Association (NFWA) and its president, Cesar Chavez, to 
merge forces by joining its picket-line.  The merger of these 
two-2 major organizations subsequently became the Unit-

ed Farmworkers, AFL-CIO.  The ‘65 strike and subsequent 
grape boycott received support from workers’ organization 
both in the U.S. and around the world. This strike came to 
be the largest agricultural workers strike since the 1930’s 
and brought about a mass mobilization focused not only 
on conditions on the job, but the living conditions of those 
workers who toil to put food on our nation’s table.  
Our program will summarize the victories of the 1965 
Grape Strike and its aftermath.  In the end, the initial Fil-
ipino leadership was all but gone marking the decline of 
the UFW as a militant, fighting union for all agricultur-
al workers.  We will then focus on the reasons and causes 
for the eventual decline of the UFW and its impact on this 
country’s agricultural workforce.  
Today, the vast majority of agricultural workers face the 
very same issues that they did in 1965, including the lack of 
union protection and representation.  Moreover, the courts 
and politicians in California have swung to the Right, be-
coming the mouthpiece of corporate Agribusiness.  Our fo-
rum will examine what is needed to rebuild the labor strug-
gle within our agricultural sector. 

Panel Speakers include; Al Rojas, an original founder of the 
UFW; Mary Jane Galviso, Farmer, Ilokano Farms & Flipi-
na agricultural worker; Howard Keylor, former ILWU Lo-
cal 10 member, who was personally involved and acquaint-
ed with many of the Filipino labor leadership.
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July 19 (Sunday)  2:00 PM (Free) Meet at Bayview Plaza- 3801 3rd St. at Evans, SF

Hunters Point/Bayview History Walk
Join former shipyard worker and local social historian Os-
car James for the real history of Bayview Hunters Point, 
and in particular, the use of the National Guard after the 
murder of Harold Brooks in September 1966. James will 
look at the social, labor and political history of this import-
ant period for the community, and what is happening today 
with gentrification and displacement of the community.
For more info: oscarjames22@live.com
www.moadsf.org/volume-5/oscar-james

1931 rally for release of Tom Mooney and Warren Billings

July 19 (Sunday) 12:00 Noon (Free) Meet at 240 2nd St. - Front of the Marine Firemen’s Hall near Howard

Irish Labor History Walk
With IBEW electrician Peter O’Driscoll and labor writer 
and UAW NWU member Larry Shoup.
This tour will focus on the history of San Francisco’s famed 
waterfront and the role of its Irish and Irish-American 
workers, leaders, and martyrs. It will also include the cases of 
Tom Mooney and Warren Billings who faced a labor frame-
up in the Preparedness Day Bombing in San Francisco in 
July 1916, and the successful struggle for their release. The 
tour will also view the sculpture dedicated to the waterfront 
strikers of 1934 and other historic markers along the way. The 
tour will end inside Rincon Center, discussing the historic 
murals dedicated to the labor movement in San Francisco.

AFT Local 2121
Faculty Union of

San Francisco City College

CCSF was founded in 1935. Since the people 
need and support us, we’ll prevail over all 
attempts to privatize, close or cut the people’s 
classes. The Accreditation Commission may 
not survive but City College will.

We thank Labor and the diverse communities 
of our great city for its support: “We are all 
City College.”
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




 

United Educators of San Francisco

The officers, members 
and the staff of 

United Educators of San Francisco
Salute 

LaborFest 2015
and join with you in honoring

the 22nd Anniversary of
LaborFest



22

July 19 (Sunday) 5:45 PM ($45.00) Pier 41, left of Pier 39 near outside ticket booth - Fisherman’s Wharf, SF

Building Bridges and Labor Maritime History
Boat Tour

 5:45 PM Boarding, 6:00 PM Departure
Boat leaves promptly at 6:00 PM
Please arrive 30 minutes before the departure time.
Tour lasts 3 hours
A complimentary meal will be provided, however, 
if you are on a special diet, please bring your own 
food.
(Sorry, we do not take any special orders for food.)
Join LaborFest again this year when the ILWU-IBU/MMP 
crew takes us out on the bay to enjoy the beauty of the San 
Francisco Bay. We will learn about the San Francisco Gen-
eral Strike, Maritime Strike, how unions built the bridges 
and how they keep the bay clean. We honor the workers 
who built the bridges.
Labor process photographer Joseph Blum will talk about 
the building of the new Eastern Span of the Bay Bridge. 
Gray Brechin and Harvey Smith will talk about the histo-
ry of the WPA and how it has shaped the Bay Area. There 
will be speakers about ongoing union struggles for worker 
rights and what we can do to support these workers.  We 
will also have labor music from the US and around the 
world including Chinese migrant workers musicians. 
You can’t afford to miss this great time on the bay.

To make your reservation:

By E-mail: laborfest@laborfest.net 
Or call: (415) 642-8066
and leave (1) your name, (2) phone number and (3)
number of people in your party. (We prefer e-mail.) 
We will contact you to confirm your reservation. 
Then, you should mail a check ($45/person, children 
under 6 - free, 6 to 12 $25) to LaborFest, P.O.Box 
40983, San Francisco, CA 94140. 

We don’t send out tickets, but we will either e-mail 
or call you back to let you know that we received 
your check, and as soon as we receive your check, 
your reservation will be confirmed. 
You will get your ticket at the pier before you get on 
the boat. 
We will be gathering to the left of Pier 39, toward 
Pier 41 (Blue & Gold Fleet).
Please be there at least 30 minutes before departure 
time in order to go through paper work.

We expect the tickets to be sold out quickly, so 
please make your reservation early.
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Robert Lux, President/Business Agent
Jeff McEuen, Business Manager Financial Secretary-Treasurer

Jason Gallia, Vice President/Business Agent
Kenneth Miller, Business Agent/Organizer

In memory of the Men and Women of the San Franscico General Strike of 1934. 
May we never forget their brave sacrifice to the greater Bay Area and to the movement.

In Solidarity,

Iron Workers Union Local 378
3120 Bayshore Road, Benicia CA 94510 • (707) 746-6100

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 6 

Celebrates the 

22nd Anniversary of Laborfest 

John J. Doherty 

Business Manager-Financial Secretary 

 
Michael V. McKenna, President  Russell Au Yeung, Officer 

Jeff B. Hawthorne, Vice President  Jennifer A. Kramer, Officer 

Mary M. Cordes-Hutchings,   Ronald J. Lewis, Officer 

Recording Secretary    David Mc Carroll, Jr., Officer 

Stephen C. Passanisi, Treasurer  Anthony C. Sandoval, Officer 

Members and Staff 

IBEW LOCAL 332

IN SOLIDARITY
WE SUPPORT LABORFEST

Officers
Gerald Pfeiffer / Business Manager

Alan Wieteska / President
Dan Rodriguez / Vice President

Mark Cosentino / Recording Secretary
Earl Talbott / Treasurer

Executive Board
Richard Ayers

Joanna Koomas
Bruce Ramirez
Pete Reyes Jr.
Daniel Romero
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July 21 (Tuesday)   7:00 PM (Free) Bird & Beckett Books and Records - 653 Chenery St., SF

LaborFest Writers
Members of the LaborFest Writers will read their work on 
the theme: Our Right to the City: Fighting Against the 
Forces of Displacement. 
LaborFest Writers believes everyone has a story to tell. An 
evening of fiction, nonfiction, poetry and memoir will help 
awaken the hidden stories within. We will be exploring past 
histories, our uncertain future, and new changing land-
scapes and paradigms.

July 21 (Tuesday)   8:00 PM (Free) San Jose Improv - 62 S. 2nd St. in San Jose

July 22 (Wednesday) 7:30 PM (Free) Tommy T’s Comedy and Steakhouse - 5104 Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton

The evening includes special musical guest Tom Wishing.
Members of the group are Phyllis Holliday, Keith Cooley, 
Susan Ford, Margaret 
Cooley, Nellie Wong, 
Jerry Path, Richard 
Chen, and Alice Ro-
goff.
Contact: info@labor-
festwriters.org

Find us online at www.oe3.org

Union officers
Russ Burns - Business Manager

Dan Reding - President
Pete Figueiredo - Vice President

Jim Sullivan - Rec. Corres. Secretary
Steve Ingersoll - Financial Secretary

Justin Diston - Treasurer

1620 South Loop Road • Alameda, CA 94502 • (510) 748-7400
828 Mahler Road, Suite B • Burlingame, CA 

Representing employees in the construction industry for over 75 years
and employees in state and local government for over 35 years

LaborFest Comedy Night
Join us for these two great nights of comedy with labor 
friendly comedians who understand labor and union activ-
ists. 
Enjoy their hilarious views of the world with host Danny 
Cruz, who is a member of CWA 9523. Call to make reser-
vation for guest list. 
No fee, no charge with promo code “LABOR”.  

Call following locations for reservation, and tell them 
you are for “labor” night.
For July 21, San Jose Improv:
(408) 280-7475

For July 22, Tommy T’s Comedy and Steakhouse:
(925) 227-1800

Or call Jimmy Kelly for tickets and show info:
(408) 597-7648

Must be 18 or older. 2 items minimum order required - 
21 or older for drink order. 
Door open at 7:30 at SJ Improv, and 7:00 at Tommy T’s. 
Donation welcome for San Jose City College Labor Stud-
ies Program.
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International Longshore & Warehouse
Union Ship Clerks’ Local 34

LaborFest 2015
We Commemorate 

The 81st Anniversary of
San Francisco General Strike

San Francisco Fire Fighters Union 
Local 798

Joins All of San Francisco Labor
In

Celebrating the 22nd 
Anniversary of LaborFest and 

the 81st Anniversary of 
the SF General Strike

BAC Local 3
Northern California

Dave Jackson, President
Tony Santos, Secretary/Treasurer

Troy Garland, Steve Kantoniemi, 
Gary Peifer & Randy Smith

Field Representatives

Joins LaborFest 2015 
in Celebrating 

the 81st Anniversary of
the San Francisco General Strike

Bev Callaway, Lani Chen, Carmen Solares
Office Staff

 

 
The Members and Officers of  

Plumbers, Steamfitters & Refrigeration Fitters 
 UA Local 393 

 
Proudly sponsor LaborFest 2015 

 
 
      Bill Guthrie                Rudy Carrasco Jr.      
 Business Manager           Asst. Bus.  Manager 
 

  Wayd La Pearle                   Steve Flores 
Bus. Representative           Bus. Representative 

 

   Al Gonzalez, Jr.                  Ricci Herro 
Bus. Representative                  Organizer 
 

 



26

July 22 (Wednesday)  7:00 PM (Free) Redstone Building - 2940 16th St. at Capp, SF

Uber, Tech, Apps and the Future of Taxi Drivers

July 22 (Wednesday) 6:00 - 7:30 PM (Free) SF Main Library, Koret Auditorium  - 100 Larkin St., SF

Zerre (The Particle) (Drama) (80 min.) (2012) (Turkey) Directed by: Erdem TEPEGÖZ
This social drama collected the Golden St. George Award, 
the main prize at the 2012 Moscow Film Festival. 
Erdem Tepegoz directs Jale Arikan, who won the Best Ac-
tress award at the same event, plays the character Zeynep, 
who lost her job and lives with disabled daughter and old 
mother in an abandoned apartment in Istanbul.
Tepegoz attempts to relate how particles and people take up  
a very tiny place with the universe.
“What about Zeynep, how much space does she take up in 
this immense universe?”
The director focuses on one crowded particle, Zeynep. 
What is her source? What is her aim? Where shall she dis-
appear to?

The questions presented in this film remain provocative and 
shows the conditions the working class faces daily.

FilmWorks United International Working Class Film & Video Festival

The massive use of communication technology has had a 
major role in the explosive growth of Uber, Lyft and many 
other taxi driver apps. This forum will look how this has 
affected drivers and how this technology has “disrupted” 
the regulated taxi industry.
It will also look at the conditions of drivers who use this 

San Francisco Taxi Workers Alliance
2940 16th Street, Suite 313
San Francisco, CA  94103

415-864-8294

new technology.
Sponsored by San Francisco Taxi Workers Alliance
http://www.sftwa.org/

https://www.facebook.com/SanFranciscoTaxiWorkersAlliance

The SEIU Local 521 Social Economic and Jusce Commiee 
supports LaborFest 2015 

Let’s connue to fight for labor rights and human rights. 



27

 

Ramon Hernandez, Business Manager 
David De La Torre, Secretary Treasurer 

Jesus Villalobos, President 
Javier Flores, Vice President 

Vince Courtney, Recording Secretary 
Executive Board: 

Oscar De La Torre & Jose De La Mora 
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July 23 (Thursday)  7:00 PM (Free) ILWU Local 34 hall - 801 2nd St., next to AT&T Ball Park, SF

“World Factory” And Chinese Workers 
In The Global Economy From Theater To Music 

And Honoring the Chinese Workers Who Built the Transcontinental Railway
Chinese workers are the 
largest working-class in 
the world and 260 mil-
lion of these workers are 
migrant workers from 
throughout the many 
regions of China. They 
play a central role in 
the world economy be-
cause China has become 
the central link in the 
“World Factory”.
Grass Stage is the pro-
duction company that 
helped develop this play 
about the role of the migrant Chinese worker in this global 
production chain.
Playwright Zhao Chuan visited Manchester, England and 
from this visit developed the play reflecting the experience 
and lives of the Chinese workers who make the many prod-
ucts we use in the United States and throughout the world.
Joining Chuan to perform the segments of this play will be:
Wu Meng, theatre artist, freelance writer, founding mem-
ber of Grass Stage.
Yu Kai, artist, freelance writer and teacher. Since 2006, she 
was the main creator and performer in many Grass Stage 
productions.
Wu Jiamin, the main creator, performer and executive pro-
ducer of “World Factory”.

There will also be musical performance by Xu Guojian, 
who is with the Beijing Migrant Workers Home. Head of 
New Worker’s Art Troupe and Chairman of Trade Union 
in Pi Village Community, Leader of Workers’ Museum, 
and Director of Spring Festival Gala for and by Migrant 

workers.
Also Dong Jun, leader of Zhongdiyin Cultural Center for 
Workers, initiator, leader, vocalist, and percussionist of 
Zhongdiyin Worker’s Band, will perform.

The lives and artistic expression of this new young working 
class is a growing development in China, and their songs tell 
the story of the lives and their struggles in the new China.

There will also be a presentation by Stanford lecturer 
Hilton Obenzinger who is Associate Director, Stanford 
Chinese Railroad Workers in North America Project about the 
building of the Transcontinental Railway on the 150th an-
niversary of its construction by the 50,000 Chinese workers 
who came to America to build it. These Chinese workers 
played an important and critical role in building America 
and also led the first and largest strike at that time in Cali-
fornia history starting on June 25, 1867. We honor them for 
the work they did in building America.
http://web.stanford.edu/group/chineserailroad/cgi-bin/wordpress/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/general-article/tcrr-strike/

For more information contact: (415) 642-8066
Sponsored by LaborFest
Parking space available at the union hall parking lot. The 
entrance is at the corner of King St. and 2nd, right next to 
the AT&T ball park.

July 3 - 25 (check time) Redstone Building -  2940 16th St., SF

The Underground Art Gallery in the Historic San Francisco 
Labor Temple
Art celebrating cultural resistance and workers’ movements.
Friday, July 3, 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. - Opening reception
Saturday, July 25, 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. - Closing reception and end of silent auction;
live auctions on both dates and showings by appointment.
For more information, contact the San Francisco Living Wage Coalition, 415-863-1225 
or sflivingwage@riseup.net
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July 24 (Friday)  7:00 PM (Donation) 518 Valencia - near 16th St., SF

FilmWorks United International Working Class Film & Video Festival

Siren (2012)(60 min)(Bangladesh) by Molla Sagar 

“Siren” by Bangladeshi filmmaker Molla Sagar is a docu-
mentary on the organized destruction of the jute industry, 
which once was the largest employer in the country with 
60,000 workers. Jute was known as the golden fiber and 
this powerful documentary exposes the human cost for 
workers and their families of the privatization of the na-
tionalized industry with the shutdown of the state-run jute 
mills starting in 2000. The IMF and World Bank said they 
were “modernizing” the industry but the real plan to was to 
shutter the industry. Jute is a natural competitor to DuPont 
and Monsanto’s synthetic fibers and the closures eliminated 
this competitor.
Filmed between 2007 and 2008 at Khalishpur in Khulna, 
the documentary shows desperate conditions as a result of 
the closure led some workers to commit suicide while others 

were forced 
into prosti-
tution. 

AFSCME Local 444 
8400 Enterprise Way #101

Oakland, CA 94621

Delivering safe/healthy water to the public 
and protecting the SF/Oakland bay
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July 25 (Saturday)  12:00 Noon (Free) Meet at the fountain in Latham Square - Telegraph and Broadway

With Gifford Hartman of the Flying Picket Historical 
Society.  This walk will revisit the sites of Oakland’s “Work 
Holiday” that began spontaneously with rank-and-file 
solidarity with the striking - mostly women - retail clerks 
at Kahn’s and Hastings department stores whose picket line 
was being broken by scabs escorted by police. 

Within 24 hours, it involved over 100,000 workers and shut 
down nearly all commerce in the East Bay for 54 hours. In 
1946 there were six general strikes across the U.S.; that year 
set the all-time record year for strikes and work stoppages. 

Oakland 1946 General Strike Walk - “We Called it a Work Holiday”

The Oakland “Work Holiday” was the last general strike 
to ever occur in the U.S.. This walk and history talk will 
attempt to keep alive the memory of this tradition of 
community-wide working class solidarity.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jCKs-lhBgiM

Meet at the fountain in Latham Square, in the 
intersection where Telegraph and Broadway 
converge across from the Rotunda Building (Oakland 
City Center/12th St. BART).

July 25 (Saturday)  10:30 AM (Free) Treasure Island Museum - Treasure Island 

With Two Feet on the Ground: 
Labor and the Building of Treasure Island
By David Duckworth
This slide lecture examines the labor required to create an 
island in the San Francisco Bay during the 1930s.  Laborers 
and unions, tasks and equipment, technologies and labor 
requirements, sponsoring agencies and corporate enter-
prises are explored as a matrix within which to understand 
the challenges and achievements of labor in this particular 
man-made project.

David Duckworth is 
a San Francisco-based 
cultural historian who 
has been documenting 
20th century American 
culture through the art, 
artifacts and expressions 
of its age.
Muni bus route: #25 
from Transbay Tempo-
rary Terminal

Pontoons and Dredging Pipe - (Courtesy of San Francisco History 
Center, San Francisco Public Library)
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July 25 (Saturday)  2:00 - 5:00 PM (Free) 518 Valencia - near 16th St., SF

Profiteering off Education: Charters, Union and Public Workers

July 25 (Saturday)  7:00 PM (Free) 518 Valencia - near 16th St., SF

Puerto Rico: Labor and The Fight Against Neoliberalism and 
Colonialism

A Public Forum
From the Gates Foundation and the Broad Foundation to 
Pearson Inc., public education is under attack with charters, 
testing and the commercialization of our public education 
system for profit.
There is no national campaign by education and public 

worker unions fighting privat-
ization yet this attack on public 
education and services is being 
used to destroy the entire labor 
movement.
This forum will look at how 
education is being privatized, 
who is doing it and how labor 
and working people can launch 
a successful fight against the 
destruction of our public edu-
cation system.

Speakers:

Kathleen Carroll, former Commission on Teacher Cre-
dentials lawyer and whistleblower and advocate for teachers 
and public education.
Brian Crowell, Berkeley Federation of Teachers BFT for-
mer steward and activist who defended teachers against the 
Peer Assisted Review PAR program which has been used 
to target African American and Latino teachers as well as 
senior teachers.
Rick Baum, AFT 2121 San Francisco City College Lec-
turer on how privatizers have sought to destroy the college 
using the accreditation board and the struggle to mobilize 
statewide for the defense of community colleges.
George Wright, AFT 1741 retired Skyline College and 
Chico State Professor who fought corporatization of the 
Community College system.
Sponsored by UPWA, www.upwa.info

Presentation by Scott Barbes-Caminero
Puerto Rico has been a US colony since 1898, and its peo-
ple have resisted and fought back for self-determination and 
cultural rights through the organized struggle of the work-
ing class.

Today as a direct result of US economic policy, Puerto Rico 
is reaching a state of bankruptcy, and the US government 
and bankers are pushing further privatization of all public 
resources.
They have already privatized the healthcare system of Puer-
to Rico, which has been devastating to the poor and work-

ing class.

 “Operation Bootstrap” was also the first “free trade zone”, 
are precursors to NAFTA by the US in Puerto Rico to in-
crease the profits of multi-nationals and create a union-free 
environment.

Scott Barbes-Caminero is the secretary-treasurer of the 
Central General de Trabajadores (C.G.T.), an independent 
union that has been successful in organizing multinational 
corporation workplaces such as IKEA. They have fended 
off attacks by both the colonial government and the U.S. 
government. He will be speaking about the fight against 
neoliberalist corporate rule in the Caribbean and how dem-
ocratic unions are organizing in Puerto Rico to fight back.
For information call: 510-290-2312
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July 26 (Sunday) 9:00 - 6:00 PM ($ 50 ) Stanford University  (Check website for rooms) 450 Serra Mall, Stanford

LaborTech Conference 
The development of communication technology has led to 
major changes in the production chain. Today through the 
Internet, hundreds of millions of workers are now critically 
linked together and the smart phone has become for the 
Chinese, the shouji, or “hand machine,” that more and 
more workers are tied to. Tech workers and millions of oth-
er workers are now tethered to the Internet 24 hours a day, 
and every keystroke is now being watched by their employ-
ers on and off the job.
Apps are also being use to put workers in a temporary part-
time economy, and change their conditions of work, from 

taxi workers to call centers, as well as healthcare workers 
and workers in every industry.
LaborTech 2015 will look at how this new technology is 
being used on workers, and how workers are using com-
munication technology to organize from strikes, creating 
solidarity and challenging the attack on democratic rights.
It will also provide instruction on how to build labor 
channels that can get the stories out to workers and the 
public locally and internationally.
The introduction of technology into the workplace, and 
the labor and human rights of workers including the large 
number of immigrant workers in the tech industry, is a 
growing issue for not only these workers but all people.
LaborTech 2015 will look at these issues, and how labor 
can confront these issues here and internationally.

For registration: go to LaborTech: www.labortech.net 
for registration and information.
Or contact LaborFest: laborfest@laborfest.net, (415) 
642-8066
Senior, unemployed and student rate available. Please 
contact LaborFest: 415-642-8066

* 	 The gig economy - how is this changing the condi-
tions of labor and our lives?
More and more workers are being pushed into the gig econ-
omy - What does this mean?

*	 How workers and 
unions can stream our 
stories and struggles, and 
build channels using the 
smart phone 
How can your union or la-
bor group get your stories 
out using smart phones and 
streaming technology?

*	 How is tech being used 
on the job and for work-
ers struggles & communi-
cation?
What labor rights do you 
have on the job with new technology, and how are workers 
using video and communication media to get out their sto-
ries and issues.

*	 Techsploitation: how immigrant workers and senior 
tech workers face discrimination in the tech industry, and 
what you can do about it.

Topics:

For more detailed schedule and rooms, please go to 
website: laborfest.net, or labortech.net 
The schedule will be uploaded in July. For more informa-
tion, please contact LaborFest: laborfest@laborfest.net 
or call: 415-642-8066.
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July 26 (Sunday) 7:00 PM (Free) Stanford University  (Check web site for rooms) 450 Serra Mall, Stanford

Chinese Workers and “World Factory “  
Chinese workers are the largest working-class in the world 
and 260 million of these workers are migrant workers from 
throughout the many regions of China. They play a central 
role in the world economy because China has become the 
central link in the “World Factory”.
There will be a part of play “World Factory” and music by 

Congratulations to the 22nd Annual Laborfest!

We protect workers in employer disputes.

Employment Attorney

Free Consultation
Wrongful Termination

Employment Discrimination

Edward M. Anaya
(415) 300-0871

anaya.legal@gmail.com

Chinese migrant workers from China. There will also be a 
presentation by Stanford lecturer Hilton Obenzinger who 
is Associate Director of Chinese Railroad Workers in North 
America Project at Stanford.
Please go to Page 28 (July 23) for more detailed infor-
mation.

Labor Video Project
Recording Labor Struggles & Producing Labor Video Documentaries

and Media Since 1983 for Workers

P.O. Box 720027, San Francisco, CA 94172 (415) 282-1908, lvpsf@labornet.org, www.laborvideo.org
We Get Your Stories Out!
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July 26 (Sunday) 10:00 AM (Free) Meet at The Main Berkeley Post Office - at corner of Milvia and Alston

WPA Berkeley Walk   
With Harvey Smith
This walk will explore the “New Deal nexus” in Berkeley 
that includes Berkeley High School, the Community The-
ater, Civic Center Park, Post Office art, the old UC Press 
Building (now being repurposed as the Berkeley Art Mu-
seum and Pacific Film Archive), and the old Farm Credit 
Building.  The tour will also include the incredible mosaic 
mural on the UC Berkeley campus and photographs of the 
California Folk Music Project, Western Museum Labora-
tory, WPA prints at the Berkeley Public Library, and WPA 
projects on the UC Berkeley campus.
For more info: 510-684-0414
http://www.newdeallegacy.org

July 26 (Sunday) 10:00 AM (Free) Meet at ILWU Sculpture at Mission and Steuart, SF 

Architecture & Labor Social History of San Francisco - Walk  
Walk with Brad Wiedemier, SEIU UHW member & 
architectural historian.
San Francisco has a rich political and labor history that 
is also connected to its buildings. In this history-by-the-
buildings walk, Brad Wiedemier will outline artifacts and 

events, and their connections to San Francisco’s past and 
present.
For more information call (415) 694-3605.

Strikers surround a truck during 1934 SF General Strike

SAN FRANCISCO-NORTHERN C ALIFORNIA LOC AL

Celebrating the 81st Anniversary  
of the San Francisco General Strike

HONORING 
LABORFEST 2015

SAGAFTRA.org/SF

ad_SF LaborFest_v2.indd   1 5/13/15   12:19 PM
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July 29 (Wednesday) 7:00 PM (Free) ILWU 34 Hall  - next to AT&T Ball Park, SF

Housing, Tenants, Non-Profits, Privatization & Labor
San Francisco is rapidly turning into a city only for the su-
per-rich. While the number of billionaires increase, tens of 
thousands of working people and small business people are 
being driven out of the city by speculators and developers 
who run SF city hall and the state legislature. Working peo-
ple are being told they can no longer live in the Bay Area.
At the same time, the city is driving to privatize all pub-
lic housing and turn the operations over to “non-profits” 
which have appointed boards, and whose workers are very 
much underpaid compared to public workers. This forum 
will look at who is benefiting by these policies and how the 
privatization of public housing will lead to the end of any 
poor people in public housing.
Panel:
Lynda Carson, Tenant Activist
Tony Robles, Tenant Advocate

Tenants from public housing
Brenda Barros, SEIU 1021 General Hospital Chair and 
COPE Co-Chair
Charles Minster, Senior Action
Sponsored by United Public Workers For Action 
www.upwa.info

July 27 (Monday) 7:30 PM (Free) Tides Theatre- 533 Sutter (at Powell), SF

TO THE BONE - FREE Staged Reading by Lisa Ramirez

Lisa Ramirez,  Playwrite and SAG-AFTRA Actress

SAG-AFTRA San Francisco-NorCal Local Presents
The staged reading is followed by a Memorial Birthday 
Tribute to Harry Bridges with cake, champagne and mu-
sic.

TO THE BONE is directed by nationally-renowned Lisa 
Peterson, and performed by SAG-AFTRA actress and play-
wright  Lisa Ramirez and a stellar cast of SAG-AFTRA 
actors.
A contemporary American drama, TO THE BONE is 
about Latina immigrant poultry workers in the U.S. and, 
in the spirit of John Steinbeck, gives audiences a look inside 
the lives of the invisible work force that puts food on our 
tables. TO THE BONE was commissioned and developed 
by The Working Theater in New York City, and premiered 
Off Broadway in September, 2014, at Cherry Lane Theatre, 

starring Ms. Ramirez 
and directed by Lisa 
Peterson. The play was 
a finalist for the Na-
tional New Play Net-
work Smith Prize. 

“Ramirez’s rawly po-
etic dialogue sears the 
heart while Lisa Pe-
terson’s unflinching 
staging crafts images 
that haunt the mind.”  
--  Time Out New York

SAG-AFTRA brings together two great American labor 
unions: Screen Actors Guild and the American Federa-
tion of Television and Radio Artists. SAG-AFTRA rep-
resents more than 160,000 performers and the San Fran-
cisco-Northern California local has over 4,500 members 
including film and television actors, announcers, broadcast 
journalists, dancers, DJs, news writers and editors, program 
hosts, puppeteers, recording artists, singers, stunt perform-
ers and voiceover artists.

For further information or to reserve a seat, contact Ma-
rie Shell at marie@planeteria or 415-648-8345.  Walk-ins 
welcome but reservations encouraged!

Lisa Peterson, Director
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July 31 (Friday) 6:00 - 8:00 PM (Free) ILWU Local 34 Hall - 801 2nd St., next to AT&T Ball Park

Closing Party - Open Mic
Please join us to celebrate the last day of the LaborFest 2015 with food, 
music and poetry.
Closing party is open mic. Bring your instruments.

July 30 (Thursday) 7:00 PM (Free) 518 Valencia - near 16th St., SF

Thank You!
LaborFest 2015 is endorsed and supported by the following unions and organizations. 

San Francisco Labor Council, ILWU 10,  LIUNA 261, IBEW 6, CFT, IATSE 16, AFSCME Council 57, Ironworkers 
378, IFPTE 21, SF Firefighters 798, BAC 3, Elevators Constructors 8, IBEW 332, CNA, AFSCME 444, Plumbers 393, 
ILWU 34, Operating Engineers 3,  AFT 2121, SEIU 521 Retirees, SEIU 521 SEJ Committee, Sign and Display 510, 
UESF, PFT, IFPTE 20, Alliance Graphics, SAG-AFTRA, CWA-Pacific Media Workers, SF Taxi Workers Alliance, 
Anaya Law, KPFA.

We thank the following for providing us the use of their facilities and donation: ILWU Local 34 Hall, ILWU 
Local 10, Mutiny Radio, SEIU 1021, SF Main Library, Bayview Library, Canessa Gallery, Green Arcade Bookstore, First 
Unitarian Universalist Church, Redstone Building, Niebyl-Proctor Library, Manilatown Center, Bird & Breckett Books 
& Records,  Stanford University, HERE Local 2, St. Francis Square Cooperative, Al-Masri Egyptian Restaurant. 
The LaborFest Organizing Committee and the Advisory Committee are all volunteers. We believe that this festival will bring greater 
solidarity and labor consciousness for all working people. We thank those who have given their time, talent and financial contribu-
tions to make this festival a success.

In solidarity,
LaborFest Organizing Committee

LaborFest Advisory Committee: Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, Gray Brechin 
LaborFest Organizing Committee: Bernie Choden, David Duckworth, Mary Jane Galviso, Nancy Keiler, Jimmy Kelly, Lois Scott, Kazmi Torii, 
Steve Zeltzer
Segment Volunteers: Gray Brechin, Brenda Barros, James Dexter, Lotus Yee Fong, Gifford Hartman, Bill Morgan, Oscar James, Peter O’Driscoll, 
Bruce Neuberger, Ricardo Ortiz, Gino Pepi, Louis Prisco, David Schooley, Larry Shoup, Harvey Smith, Brad Wiedemier
LaborFest booklet and webs by Kazmi Torii

Please check LaborFest website for any changes including additions to the program.

Contributions to LaborFest are tax deductible.
If you want to receive this hard copy in mail, let us know your address. You can also join our e-mail contact list.

We need your support!

The Lessons of NAFTA for Workers and Farmers
The recent mass struggle and strike of agricultural workers 
in Baja is an expression of the growing working class move-
ment in Mexico. There is growing anger about the econom-
ic attacks of the “free trade” agreements and their social and 
economic costs.
This forum will examine the impact of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and the Central American 
Fair Trade Agreement (CAFTA) for workers in the Ameri-
cas.  The film examines the cost of these treaties on workers, 
farmers and indigenous people. It also looks at how the de-
struction of the ejidos by NAFTA pushed farmers off their 
lands and forced them into the immigration pipeline. The 
forced destruction of the economy pushed by US multina-
tionals had the direct result of privatization and destruction 
of jobs and livings in Mexico. Mexico is now forced to im-

Premiere screening of “Corrientes de la Frontera” (16:40) 2015 by Jamie Chavez
port corn in which it was self-sufficient, and this migration 
has been used by US politicians to spend billions militariz-
ing the borders, bringing racism and mass repression.

Jaime Chavez will 
introduce his film, 
lead the discussion, 
and also present some 
poetry. Al Rojas will 
make a report on ag-
ricultural workers in 
the US and Mexico 
and struggles in the 
Mexican labor move-
ment.



CONGRATURATIONS
THE 22nd ANNIVERSARY OF LABORFEST

“Anybody want to know where to put your faith for the future, 
for a good country and a good living? 

Put it with the labor movement, 
cause there ain’t no other place to put it.”

400 Northpoint, San Francisco, CA 94133,  www.ilwu10.org 
International Longshore & Warehouse Union Local 10
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LaborFest
P.O. Box 40983
San Francisco, CA 94140

LaborFest commemorate the 150th anniversary of the building of the Transcontinental Railway by Chinese workers


