
I F  I  DI E  I N  P O LICE  CUS T O DY
BUR N  E V ERY TH ING  D OW N
Since the uprising in Ferguson, everything has both changed and remained 
the same. While activists praise their efforts to change the conversation and 
perhaps achieve the implementation of certain reforms—body cameras come 
to mind—the functioning of white supremacy continues on, unrelenting. Over 
1,100 people have been killed by police in the United States since Mike Brown.

After the rebellions that erupted in Ferguson, and then in Baltimore, the 
non-profits and their bureaucrats have been forced to adapt to the changing 
climate of militancy in the streets. For them, however, revolt becomes a means 
of winning the same useless reforms as before. Indict the killer cop, or else. Pass 
this civil rights law, or else. But we see a world beyond that. There is nothing 
those in power can offer us that will truly solve our problems, and every de-
mand only reinforces their control. 

When people revolt in the streets, they are directly attacking what brings mis-
ery to their lives: the police that harass, arrest, and in all likelihood will shoot 
them, the businesses that force them to work to survive under capitalism. They 
block highways, trains, and streets; the material systems that facilitate the dom-
ination of our lives. 

We don’t do this to force the hand of our oppressors, we do this to find an es-
cape from oppression entirely. But we must learn to sustain ourselves without 
relying on the very systems we attack. Across the world, people have liberated 
space, such as houses, gardens, squares or entire territories. In the squats of Ath-
ens and the fields of the ZAD, in Tahrir Square and the Mi’kmaq Blockade, 
rebels are finding ways to build a life worth living.
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