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TOHONO O’ODHAM NATION OPPOSES NEW IMMIGRATION LAW 
SB 1070 is unfunded mandate; raises potential for racial profiling 

 
SELLS, Ariz. – The Tohono O’odham Nation (Nation) strongly opposes enactment of Arizona’s new 
immigration law, SB 1070. The law fails to address the border security crisis, while raising a host of 
troubling concerns about the potential for racial profiling, the burden on local police and the negative 
impact on the state’s economy. 
 
One of the most serious concerns the Nation has with this law is its potential for racial profiling of 
minorities, a concern shared by public officials and legal experts across the political spectrum. This is one 
of the reasons the Nation’s Legislative Council passed a Resolution strongly opposing SB 1070. 
 
“This law creates a hostile atmosphere for minority groups who will have to carry identification at all 
times just to prove their right to be here,” said Ned Norris Jr., Chairman of the Tohono O’odham Nation.  
 
As a result of these fears, the sense of trust between local law enforcement and their communities will be 
undermined. If a segment of the community is afraid to cooperate with the police, everyone in the 
community suffers for it. The ability of the police to do their real job—protecting the public—must not be 
hamstrung by a mandate to take on federal immigration responsibilities. 
 
With 75 miles of international border with Mexico, the Nation has a unique perspective on this law. For 
decades the Nation has been on the forefront of the border security crisis. At various times, Tohono 
O’odham Police Officers have spent up to 60 percent of their day dealing with border security issues, for 
which the Nation receives no reimbursement from the federal government. SB 1070 does not address this 
crisis. 
 

-more- 
 
 
 
 



Because of this law, the state will most likely see fewer tourists and less investment, leading to fewer jobs 
and less revenue. The Arizona Hotel and Lodging Association has reported that in just a few days, 
meetings and conferences with an economic impact of more than $6 million have already canceled in 
protest of SB 1070. The Mexican government has issued a travel advisory against visiting Arizona, 
discouraging tourism from Mexico that contributes $10 billion annually to the state’s economy. Arizona 
cannot afford this misguided law, especially in this economic climate. 
 
The disastrous consequences of this law are what led the Nation and 19 other members of the Inter-Tribal 
Council of Arizona to formally oppose SB 1070 in a letter to Governor Brewer. 
 
“This misguided and detrimental law must be repealed before it inflicts any further harm on Arizona,” 
said Chairman Norris. “For its part, the Tohono O’odham Nation will continue its extensive efforts to 
assist in protecting the U.S. border on its lands. However, it is imperative that comprehensive immigration 
reform at the federal level is implemented in order to confront all aspects of this problem.” 
 
Editor’s Note: See attached resolution from the Nation opposing SB 1070 
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RESOI,UTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODIIAM I,EGISIIITIVE COUNCIL
(Opposlng Arlzona Senate Blll IOTO as Dlscriminatory State Legislatlon)

R-ESOI,UTION NO. IO-It4

th€ Tohono O'odham Leglslative Council is vested with the power "to provide for the

maintenance of law and order and the administratlon of iustice; to establish law

€nforcement agenclesi to enact crirninal and civil laws governing the conduct ofany

person within the Tohono O'odhamNationconslstentwlth lederallaw"andthepower

to consult with Indian trlbes, state and local governments, and wlth the Congress of
thc United States and appropriate federal agencics (Constitution of the Tohono

O'odham Nation, Article VI, subsections l(c)(6), f(D, and fC)); and

the Tohono O'odhamNation's aboriginal homelands are dividedbythe United Statcs-

Mexico border, 75 miles of whlch now form the southern boundary ofthe Natlon's

reservatloni and

WHEREAS' the lohono O'odham Nation has been actlvely concerned with the negative lrnpacts

from illegal immlgration and drug tratrlcldng across the internatlonal border,

lncludlng damage tothe Nation's cultural resources,lncreased demands on dballaw
enforcement, violence and crirne, ill€gal dumping, and environmental degradation;

and

WHEREAS' the Nation has supported on-reservation immigration checkpoints, lntegrated radar

and camera systems for border enforcement, the iolnt-use law enforcement faclllty

olrerated by the Nation's pollce and Customs and Border Protection, limtted

deltloJiment of Natlonal cuard in support of border enforcement cfrorts, and border

vehlcle barriers and related infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the Nation has supported necessary immlgration enforcement measures but also has

requiredthatCustoms and BorderProtectlon and its contractors "respectthe human

and clvil rlghts," "refrain from harassing the Tohono O'odham and comply with all
applicable federal laws, includtng bnt not llmited to those governlng searches,

seizures, vehicle and other stops" (Besolntion No. 07-679ri annal

WHEREIIS' tn April 2OlO, the Governor ofthe State ofArfuona sigtr€d into law state irnrnlgration

€nforcementand relat€d measureswithin SB 1070, whlch was subsequenflyamended

by HB 2162 (couectlvely, "SB 1070"); and

SB 1070 requlres state law enforcernent ollicials making a lawful stop, detention, or
arrest to determine a person's funmigratlon status lf the officer has "reasonable

srsplclon" that the person ls an alien and is unlawfuuy present in the Unlted States;

and
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RESOf,UTTON NO. lO-r84
Arizona S€nate BilI 1070 as Discrlminatory State Legislation)

Page 2 of4

sB lo70 Bermits officers to conslder rac€, color, or natlonal origin to determine

reasonable suspiclon ofillegal status when permitted by the United States orArizona

Constitutioni and

WHEREIIS, by failing to provlde a delinitlon for the "rcasonable srspiclon" that allows state law

enforcement otEcers to investigate imrnlgration status, SB l07O encourages racial

protrling thatwlll dlsproportlonatelyafrect minorityresldentswith legal tnmlgration

status; and

WHEREAS, although Natlve Arnericans have been pr€sent in what ls now Arlzona since dne
lmnernorial, manytribal members speakEngllsh as a second language, do notspeak

English, or were not issued blrth certilicates and lack documentation establishing

their citizenshlp and lawful resldence in th€ United States; and

SB 1070 therefore will expose Arlzona tribal members to arrest lfthey are suspected

of b€ing illegal allens and cannot document their citizenshlp orlawful presence in the

Unlted States; and

WHERXAS, SB lOTO provld€s thatatribal memberwho can showa tribalenrollment card orother
trlbal identilicatlon will be "presumed" not to be an lllegal alien, but the Nation

opposes any state law reqnlrement that members carry proof, underthreat ofarrest,

that they are lawfully present within their aboriglnal homelands; and

becausethe Nation's reservatlonand otherArizona lndian reservations contain stat€

htghway rights-of-way and other lands on whlch the state exercises iurisdlction, SB

1070 may be enforced within areas on tribal reservationsi and

the Natlon's members frequenfly travel outside the Nation's lands and may be

snbiected to enforcement ofSB lO70 in the cities, towns and roadways outside the

reservation; and

in addltion to trlbal concerns, many non-lndlan Arfuona comrnunities, businesses,

and law enforcement omcers oppose SB l07O as a discrirninatory law; and

UnltedStates Congressman RaulGriialva; Secretaryforthe DepartmentofHomeland

Securityand formerllrizona GovernorlanetNapolitano; the citles ofT[cson, Phoettrix,

Flagstalf, and Nogalesi Pima, SantaCr[z, and Yuma Coun8sherifrsi TucsonandSouth

Tucson chiefs of pollce; Arlzona llssociation of Chiefs of Police; Arizona Hispanic

Chamber of Commerce; and oth€rs oppose SB IOTO; and

the Nation continues to support law enforcement initiatives thatprotect the safetyand

securlty ofallArizonans, but the Nadon cannot support discriminatory meastrres to

achleve that purpose.

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

wHEREAS,
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Rf,SOI,UTION NO. IO-It4
(opposing Arizona Senate BiIl I 070 as Dlscrimlnatory State Legislation)
Page 3 of4

NOW, THER"EFORE, BE II RESOLVDD that the Tohono O'odham Nation opposes SB lO70 and

supports lawful measnres to repeal or lnvalidate it.

BE II FINIILLY RESOLVED that the Tohono o'odham Legislatlve council authorizes

and directs:

(1) The Nation's Chairman and th€ Domestlc Alfairs Commlttee to iolntly prcscnt a

resolution to the Itrter Tribal Council ofArizona opposing SB 1O70,

(2) The Nation's delegatlon to the National Congress of American Indtans ("NCAI")

20lO Mld-YearSession to srbmit to NCAI a resolutlon opposing SB 107O and slmllar

legislation.

foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tohono O'odhan Legislatlve Council on the 13m Day
ata meeting atwhlch a quorum was present wlth a vote of2.084.40 FOR; -0- AGIIINST;

1t7.10[O2l NOT VOTING; and !Z!0I0!l ABSENT, pursuant to the pow€rs vested in the Council by
Artlcle vl, sectlon 1 (cx6x0&(i)ofthe Constltrtion ofthe Tohono O'odham Nation, adopted bythe
Tohono o'odham Nation on Ianuary lt, l9t6; and approv€d by the Acting lreputy Assistant
Secretary - Indlan Afrairs (Operations) on March 6, 1986, pursuant to Section l6 ofthe Act oflune
lE, 1934 (48 Stat. 984).

17 a^vor 1il4 ,roto

Evonne Wilson, Legislative Secretary

B u^r", ,201o.

Said Resolutlon was snbmlttedfor approvaltothe office ofthe Chairman ofthe Tohono O'odham
Nation on the 17 day of ll/llrt , 2oro at q:FL o'clock,J/- .M.,
pnrsuant to theifii-ision" oise.u-oii7atti"-te vu oruu constitutlon and.r,ir becooFefre.ti"e
trpon hls approval or upon hls failure to either approve or dlsapprove it withtn 4t hours of
submittal.

TOHONO O'ODHAM I,EGISIAIIVE COUNCIL

TOHONO O'ODIIAM LEGISIIITIVE COUNCIL

verlon M. f osd, L lative Chairman

v€rlon M, Jose, Itgislative chalrman
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IZ2I APPROVED

I I DTS|PPROVED

to the Leglslative secretary otr t n" /4 Aay ot

o'clock. fl .u.'--T--

Evonne Wilson, Legislative Secretary

NED NORRIS,IR.,VHIU
TOHONO O'ODIIAM NATION


