THE JEWLISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE

2210 Massachusetts Ave, N.W.
Washington 8, D. C.

May :'ul, 131#5

GOFY

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. President:

I have the honor to notify you that the state of
Israel has been proclaimed as an independent republic within
frontiers approved by the General Assembly of the United Nations in
its Resolution of November 29, 1947, and that a provisional govern-
ment has been charged to assume the rights and duties of government
for preserving law and order within the boundaries of Israel, for
defending the state against external aggression, and for discharging
the obligations of Israel to the other nations of the world in
accordance with international law. The Act of Independence will
become effective at one minute after six o'elock on the evening of
1y May 1948, Washington time.

With full knowledge of the deep bond of sympathy which ‘

has existed and has been strengthened over the past thirty years .
between the Government of the United States and the Jewish people :
of Palestine, I have been euthorized by the provisional government
of the new state to tender this message and to express the hope
that your government will recognize and will welcome Israel into
the community of nations. FA :
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Very respectfully ;l.murk&;—'“

/s{_ELIAHU EPSTEIN <

Provisional Government of Israel

-

Copy



[KKEDIATE RELEASE JUNE 5, 1947
STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

The General Assembly of the United Nations in mpecisl
seasion on May 15, 1947, unanimously adopted the following
resolution:

"The Genersl Assembly cslls upon all governments
&nd peoples, and particularly on the inhebitents of
Frlestine, to refrain, pending sction by the General
Assembly on the report of the Special Committee on
Palestine, from the threst or use of force or any other
action which might create an atmosphere prejudicisl to
tn eprly setilement of the guestion of FPelestine."

The serrch for a fair snd workable solution of the
Falestine problem is one of the most difficult snd importent
tasks confronting the Tnited Netiona. It ie in the interest of
the United Stestes ns well s of the United Netione that the
efforts of the United Netions to solve this problem meet with
success. Activities caleulated further to inflame the psssions
of the inhabitants of Pelestine, to undermine law snd order in
Palestine, or to promote violence in thet country epre certsin
%0 create en mtmospiere prejudicierl to 2n early settlement of
the Felestine problem snd to render still more difficult the
tasks which the United Nertione hse befere it.
I therefore urge every citizen and resident of the ‘¢,
United Stetes, in the interests of this country, of world pesce,
and of humenity, meticulously to refrein, while the United Netions
is considering the problem of Pelestine, from engrging in, or
faciliteting, eny sctivities which tend further to infleme the
pesslons of the inhsbitsnts of Pelestine, to undermine lsw and
order in Falestine, or to promote vielence in that country.
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T EDIATE RELEASE Hay 15, 1348 ﬂ
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The President yesterday received the following letter from
Eliahu Epstein; Agent, Prowisional Govermment of Israel:

"My dear Mr., Prosident:

I nave the honor to notify you that the state of
Israel has been proclaimed ag an ina: sont. mroublic within
frontiers aporoved by the General Assu.aly of 4hs United Nations
in its Fesolution of November 29, 1947, and that a provisional
governuent hes been charpgod to assume the rights and duties of
vgevernment for preserving law and order within the boundaries
of Israel, for defending the stato apninst codtemsal agression,
and for discharging thc obligaticns of Isracl to the othor nations
of the world in gccordsnce with intemational law. The Act of
Independence will heeome effective at cne minute after six o'cloek
en tht ovening of 14 lMay 1948, “ashingion tine.

With il knowlodge of the deep bond of sympathy which
bas existed and has boon strengthened ever the past thirty ysars ¥
betm:en the fovernment of the ited Statos and the Jewish noonle
of Palestine, I have beon autherized by the provisionsl government .
of the new state to tonder this message and to express the hope %
et your povernment will recognize and will welcone Israel into
tio community of nations.

Very rospectifully wours,
/8/ ELIAH: EPSTZIN

Agent { some
Provizional Government of Isrmel



IMEDIATE RELEASE MAY 14, 1948

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

This Government has been informed that a Jewish state has
been proclaimed in Palestine, and- recognition has been requested h:.r
the provisional government thereof,

The United States recognizes the provisional government

as the de facto authority of the new State of Israel.
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