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Number 45  Spring 2015

Serving  The  Interests  Of  Prisoners  And  Their  Loved  Ones  On  The  Outside  For  Over  Twenty  Years

WOMEN  IN  NEW  YORK  STATE  PRISONS  FACE    
SOLITARY  CONFINEMENT  AND  SHACKLING  WHILE  

PREGNANT  OR  SICK

Family  Behind  Bars,  by  Kevin  “Rashid”  Johnson
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http://solitarywatch.com

FUTURE  FOCUS
By  Jalil  A.  Muntaqim,  Attica,  February  2015
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Write  to  Jalil  A.  Muntaqim
s/n  Anthony  J.  Bottom  #77A4283

Attica  Correctional  Facility
P.O.  Box  149

Attica,  NY  14011-­0149

SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT:  
STEP-­DOWN  PROGRAM  
(SDP)  &  DEPARTMENTAL  
REVIEW  BOARD  (DRB)  
CASE-­BY-­CASE  REVIEWS:  
SLOW  AND  UNFAIR
By  Kim  Rohrbach

-­

-­

Ashker   v.   Brown -­

-­
Ashker  v.  Brown  

th th -­

-­

-­

-­
-­

-­

-­

-­

   -­
-­

  

  

Ashker  v.  Brown  is  driving  DRB  priorities:  Pelican  Bay  is  
the  focal  point,  not  movement  out  of  SHU.
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Ash-­
ker  v.  Brown

-­

DRB  Hearings    ..................................Continued  on  page  15
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NCTT-­COR-­SHU

Josua  Cartrette

In   the   event   you   are   wondering   if   you’ve   re-­
ceived  all  recent  issues  of  Prisoner  Focus,  note  

#45  Spring  2015  (this  issue)
#44  Fall  2014
#43  Summer  2014
#41  Winter  2013
#40  Summer  2013

Writing  to  CPF

F
guidelines  when  writing  to  CPF:

   Write  your  complete  name,  address,  pris-­
on  ID  number  and  date  on  the  letter.
   Print  legibly  and  be  brief.
   Indicate  on  the  envelope  who  the  letter  is  
for  (i.e.,  Newsletter,  etc.).
   Write   and   underline   if   an   action   is   re-­
quested  (Although  this  does  not  guaran-­
tee  a  response).
   Do  not  send  unsolicited  legal  or  medical  
documents.
   Enclosing  a  SASE  will  increase  the  likeli-­
hood  of  getting  an  answer.

-­

-­  Albert  Einstein  -­  (1879-­1955),
  Physicist  and  Professor,  Nobel  Prize  1921

-­  Thomas  Paine
  

-­  Mary  Elizabeth  Lease  -­  Populist  orator  -­  1890

-­

  -­  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt,  32nd  President  of  the  
United  States  (1933-­1945)

-­

-­  Justice  Robert  Jackson    -­  Nuremberg  address

-­  Malcolm  X,  Audubon  Ballroom,  December  13,  1964  

-­  John  Hay  (1838-­1905),  assistant  to  Abraham  Lincoln

-­  Edward  Dowling  -­  [1941]

-­  Mahatma  Gandhi

-­  George  Orwell

-­

-­  Frederick  Douglass

-­

-­  Edward  R.  Murrow

-­  Authot  unknown  

QUOTE  BOX
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Ashker  v.  Governor  of  California -­
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Focus
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In  Solidarity,  Ron  Ahnen,  March  3,  2015

NEW  LAW:  AN  ATTACK  ON  
FREE  SPEECH
By  Carey  Shenkman
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PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE

The  speed  with  which   this   law  was  
passed   signals   a   need   for   action.  
Otherwise,   what   comes   next?   Cen-­
sorship  of  articles  in  support  of  the  
rights  of  those  convicted...?
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CORCORAN  REPORT  
#45
By  Ron  Ahnen  and  Kim  Pollak
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Ashker  v.  Governor  of  California
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Medical  Abuse
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hunger   strike,   these   men   are   still  
waiting  to  have  their  cases  reviewed  
by  the  new  criteria
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http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/3/3/pregnant-­
prisoners-­shackling-­persists.html

“I  CAN’T  BREATHE,”  
COULD  YOU?
By  Chairman  Shaka  Zulu
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  Long  Live  Revolution!  Panther  Love!
Dare  to  Struggle  –  Dare  to  Win!

All  Power  to  the  People!
  Chairman  Shaka  Zulu

DESPITE  ANTI-­SHACKLING  LAW,  PREGNANT  
PRISONERS  SAY  PRACTICE  PERSISTS
For  expectant  mothers  behind  bars  in  New  York  State,  being  shackled  runs  the  risk  of  

medical  harm,  activists  say



By  Kim  Pollak
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Investigations
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The  Agreement  to  End  Hostilities

(See  page  …)
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Lack  of  Rehabilitative  Opportunities
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Yard/Library/Mail/Visits
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Racial  isolation  
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Anti-­Hostility  Group
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Conclusion
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PELICAN  BAY  STATE  PRISON  REPORT  #45
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The  U.S.  has  more  jails  than  colleges
By  Christopher  Ingraham,  The  Washington  Post
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Americans  Are  Basically  OK  With  CIA  
Torture  Methods  Like  “Rectal  Feeding”
Despite  a  scathing  report  on  torture,  a  majority  of  
survey  respondents  approve  of  the  CIA’s  grisly  

methods.
By  Cliff  Weathers,  AlterNet
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Whistleblower  John  Kiriakou,  Only  
Person  Jailed  Over  Cia  Torture  Program,  

Is  Out  Of  Prison
By  Xeni  Jardin
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Mission  Statement  of  the  Free  Speech  
Society
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Preliminary  Injunction  Filed  to  Prevent  
“Silencing  Act”  from  Stopping  Prisoners’  

Speech  
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$7M  verdict  against  cops  upheld  in  
Caravella’s  DNA  exoneration
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-­
-­

-­
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Rapper  Faces  Life  in  Prison

-­

500  Palestinians  Are  Currently  Held  Under  
Administrative  Detention

By  Saed  Bannoura
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-­
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http://www.imemc.org/article/70484

NEWS  SHORTS
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By  Jose  H.  Villarreal
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What  Exactly  is  Genocide?  
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What  are  the  Hidden  Signs  of  Genocide?
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2  

-­
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create  political  literature  because  the  state  understands  that  

How  Does  Colonization  Play  Into  Genocide?
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3

-­

4  
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5  
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PSYCHOLOGICAL  LYNCHOCRACIA:    
GENOCIDE  BY  US  CONTROL  UNITS



10                                     PRISON  FOCUS

-­
-­

-­

-­

-­

A  World  View  of  Genocide  by  the  United  Snakes
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We  Need  to  Abolish  the  Lynchocracia
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ENDNOTES
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Resist  by  Dominic  Lucero

Hunger  Strikes  Timeline
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The  following  are  excerpts  from  a  publication  

of  Legal  Services  for  Prisoners  with  Children:

Using  Proposition  to  Reduce  Convictions  and  

Restore  Rights  (January  2015)

What  is  Prop  47?

-­
-­

Theft  Crimes:
1.   Any  type  of  property  theft -­

     

2.   Receiving  stolen  property

property  is  $950  or  less   

3.   Forgery   $950  or  
less

4.   Passing  bad  check(s) $950  or  less

     
5.   Petty  theft  with  a  prior

-­

     

Drug-­Possession  Crimes:
-­

  

  

Exclusions:

  

The  offenses  listed  under  Penal  Code  §  667(e)(2)
(C)(iv)  are:

a.  

b.  

c.  

d.   -­

e.  
f.  

g.  
h.  

  

Procedures  for  receiving  Prop  47  relief  for  indi-­
viduals  currently  serving  sentences:

-­
  

-­

-­

Important  reminders:
1.  

2.  

-­

-­
lication  Information  Re:  Proposition  47.

I’m  serving  time  on  a  crime  which  isn’t  eligible  
for  Proposition  47.  Doesn’t  Proposition  47  do  ANY-­
THING  for  me?

-­

  represented   you   on   the  

DEPLORABLE  
CONDITIONS  AT  
TAHACHAPI
By  John  McCurley

-­

-­
-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

TEXAS  PRISON  UPRISING  
MAKES  DAMAGED  
PRISON  ‘UNINHABITABLE’

-­

-­

2015  LEGISLATIVE  BILLS

-­

-­

Security  threat  group  validation  data  collection  
and  reports  (SB  759):

-­

-­

-­

Senate  Public  Safety  Committee
State  Capitol  Building,  Room  2031  

Sacramento,  CA    95814  
Fax  (916)  445-­4688

WHAT  IS  PROP  47?

CPF  Request
We  are  actively  seeking  artist  donations  that  
CPF  will  use  for  educational  outreach  and  
fund-­raising  purposes.    Life  stories  are  wel-­
comed  too.    Anything  that  we  can  share  with  
others  that  express  who  you  each  are  as  hu-­
man  beings,  we  welcome.
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Edited  by  Mumia  Abu-­Jamal  and  Johanna  Fernandez
Socialism  and  Democracy,  Vol.  28,  No.  3,  November  2014

By  David  Gilbert
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[David  Gilbert  is  an  anti-­imperialist  political  prisoner  
who  has  written  extensively  about  the  criminal  injustice  
system,  most  recently  in  his  pamphlet,  “Our  Commitment  Is  
to  Our  Communities”  (Kersplebedeb,  2014).  Incarcerated  
since  1981,  he  is  now  held  in  the  Auburn,  NY,  Correctional  
Facility.]

BEYOND  REFORM
ESSAYS  CALL  FOR  A  SWEEPING  REASSESSMENT  OF  INCARCERATION

The  Roots  of  Mass  Incarceration  in  the  US:  Locking  Up  Black  Dissidents  and  Punishing  the  Poor

FRANKENSTEIN’S  
MONSTER
By  Mumia  Abu-­Jamal

-­

-­

-­

-­
-­

-­

-­
-­

Buried  Alive
By  Philip  Moon  Dorsett
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Police,  Courts,  and  Prisons:  The  State’s  Apparatus  
of  Repression
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-­
-­

-­

-­

-­

Wall   Street   Journal  
WSJ)

-­
-­

WSJ

-­

Violence  -­  The  Oppressor  and  the  Oppressed

-­

-­

-­

Seattle  Times

Blood  in  My  Eye -­

-­

-­

The  Struggle

-­

-­

-­

-­
-­

-­

-­
-­

-­

-­

-­

COINTELPRO  and  Homophobia

-­

-­

-­
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-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­
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[Prefatory  remarks  (Kim  Rohrbach):  A  People’s  Hearing  
on  Racism  and  Police  Violence  took  place  in  Oakland,  CA,  on  
February  19–20,  2011.  It  was  the  result  of  a  grassroots  ini-­
tiative  and  effort  that  arose  within  the  context  of  unrelenting  
popular  resistance   in   the  aftermath  of  Oscar  Grant’s  2009  
murder.  At  the  hearing,  members  of  the  public,  activists,  or-­

racism   and   violence   of   law   enforcement   (law   enforcement  

lost  loved  ones  due  to  police  killings,  had  suffered  arrest  or  
criminalization,  or  both.  In  Spring  2011,  testimony  from  the  
hearing  was  submitted  to  the  UN’s  Committee  on  the  Elimi-­
nation  of  Racial  Discrimination.  
In  view  of  the  national  conversation  that’s  taken  place  fol-­

lowing  Ferguson  and  Eric  Garner,  and  in  view  of  the  rise  of  
the  Black  Lives  Matter  movement  and  other  local  or  national  
resistance  efforts,  we’ve  decided  to  publish  below  in  excerpt  
Rachel  Jackson’s  keynote  address  made  prior  to  the  begin-­
ning  of  testimony  on  February  19,  2011.  (Edits  have  been  for  

Whether  we  are  struggling   for   justice   from  behind  bars  or  
out  on  the  streets,  Ms.  Jackson’s  remarks  remain  as  relevant  
today  for  many  of  us  as  they  were  a  few  short  years  ago.  For  
more   information   about   the   hearing,   see:   https://peoples-­
hearing.wordpress.com;;   https://peopleshearing.wordpress.
com/2013/01/22/full-­transcription.]  

-­
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straight

-­
-­

all…  

-­

-­

-­
-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

police  po-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

rd -­
-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

  who

-­

-­

do

-­

-­

idea

-­
-­

-­
-­

-­

-­

th -­

-­

-­
-­

-­

A  PEOPLE’S  HEARING  ON  RACISM  AND  POLICE  VIOLENCE
Keynote  address  from  Rachel  Jackson  (New  Year’s  Movement)  

People’s  Hearing  ...............................Continued  on  page  19
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Ashker  v.  Brown
-­

-­

-­

-­

th

-­

-­

-­

  
-­

-­

hasn’t  been  

-­

-­

-­

News  from  Pelican  Bay  SHU
Mr.  A They  

-­

Castillo  
Mr.  A

Mr.  B
-­

-­

-­

not Mr.  B  speculated  that  

-­

Mr.  B

Mr.  B’s

Mr.  B -­

-­

Mr.  C  

-­

Mr.  D,   not  

-­

Mr.  E

-­
Mr.  E  has  been  in  

Mr.  F  

-­

-­

Mr.  G

-­

News  from  Corcoran  

Mr.  A  at  
-­

-­

Mr.  H  

-­
-­

Mr.  H  
-­

Mr.  H  reported  that  people  placed  in  
-­

Mr.  H

-­

Mr.   H  

Mr.  J  

-­
-­

-­
Mr.  J.

-­

Mr.  J

-­

Mr.  J

Mr.  J  

Mr.  J  
-­
-­
-­

Mr.  K  

DRB  Hearings  .................................Continued  from  page  2

Not  Just  Me,  We!
By  Paul  Sangu  Jones,  March  29,  2014
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By  Ed  Mead  
-­
-­

-­

-­

-­
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-­
-­

-­
1  

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­
-­

-­

-­

2  

-­

all   treaties  
made,   or  which   shall   be  made,   under   the   authority   of   the  
United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land;;  and  the  
judges  in  every  state  shall  be  bound  thereby,  anything  in  the  
constitution   or   laws   of   any   state   to   the   contrary   notwith-­
standing.

except  as  a  
punishment  for  crime  

McMaster  v.  State  of  Minnesota
1993)

-­

-­
-­

-­

-­

TOWARD  
DEMOCRATIZING  THE  
POLICE
By  Steve  Martinot  
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-­

-­
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-­
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-­
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-­
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-­

-­
-­

-­

-­
-­
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-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

THE  LAW  OF  PRISON  SLAVERY
Both  A  Political  Struggle  And  A  Judicial  One?

Democratizing  Police  ........................Continued  on  page  19

...no  dent  has  been  made  in  the  Po-­

what   removes   all   possibility   of   po-­
lice  accountability  from  civilian  gov-­
ernment.  As   long   as   that   condition  
remains  in  force,  the  police  are  only  
accountable  to  the  police.  



When  bad  men  combine,  the  good  must  associate;;  else  they  

struggle.

Slavery  is  nearly  as  old  as  human  civilization  itself,  but  …  
(in)   1698  …the   construct   of   ‘race’   was   hardly   formulated  
…   This   racialization   of   American   slavery   was   rooted   in  
economic   calculation   and   psychological   anxieties   …   In  
fact,   the   human   family   was   carved   into   modern   “racial”  
pigeonholes   –  white,   black,   red,   brown,   yellow   –   in   order  

persons  and  racist  practices  were  systemized  and  canonized  

that  sustained  the  slave  trade  and  New  World  slavery

Neither   slavery   nor   involuntary   servitude,   except   as   a  
punishment  for  crime  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  
convicted,  shall  exist  within  the  United  States

By  Michael  Zaharibu  Dorrough,  J.  Heshima  Denham  and  
Kambui  Robinson,  NCTT  Corcoran  SHU

-­
-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­
-­

“(We)  always  agree  that  “race”  is  invented,  but  are  then  
required  to  defer  to  its  embeddedness  in  the  world.”  

-­
-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

“The  slave  went  free,  stood  a  brief  moment  in  the  sun,  then  
moved  back  again  towards  slavery.”

-­

-­

-­

-­
-­

-­

-­

-­

-­
-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

“For  every  system  of  state  and  law,  and  the  capitalist  
system  above  all,  exists  in  the  last  analysis  because  its  
survival,  and  the  validity  of  its  statutes,  are  simply  ac-­
cepted  (by  the  colonized)  …  And  these  laws  retain  their  
validity  even  when  personal  motives  or  the  force  of  cir-­
cumstances  have  induced  him  to  violate  them.”  

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­
-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

PRISONERS’  AGREEMENT  TO  END  HOSTILITIES  AS  THE  BASIS  FOR  THE  
ABOLITION  OF  ‘LEGAL’  SLAVERY

Solidarity  by  Michael  Russell  
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-­

“Only  social  practice  can  be  the  criterion  of  truth  …  
Marxist  philosophy  holds  that  the  most  important  prob-­
lem  does  not  lie  in  understanding  laws  of  the  objective  
world  and   thus  being  able   to   explain   it,   but   in  apply-­
ing  the  knowledge  of  these  laws  actively  to  change  the  
world.”

–  

-­
-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­
-­

-­

a  new  humanism  both  for  itself  and  for  others.  It  is  pre-­

struggle  which  mobilizes  all  classes  of   the  people  and  
which  expresses  their  aims  and  their  impatience,  which  
is  not  afraid  to  count  almost  exclusively  on  the  people’s  
support,  will  of  necessity  triumph.”  

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­
-­

-­

“One  function  of  the  entire  cultural  apparatus  at  any  
given  period  has  been  to  internalize  in  men  of  subordi-­
nate  position  the  idea  of  a  necessary  domination  of  some  
men  over  others,  as  determined  by  the  course  of  histo-­
ry…  As  a  result  and  as  a  continually  renewed  condition  
of  this  cultural  apparatus,  the  belief  in  authority  is  one  
of  the  driving  forces,  sometimes,  productive,  sometimes  
obstructive,  of  human  history.”  

–  

-­

-­
-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

“Instead  of  the  ritual  indignation  and  despair  at  the  
cultural   condition   of   ‘the   masses,’   it   is   necessary   to  
break  through  to  the  central  fact  that  most  of  our  cultur-­
al  institutions  are  in  the  hands  of  speculators,  interested  
not   in   the   health   and   growth   of   society,   but   the   quick  

-­
er  society  can  afford  to  leave  its  cultural  apparatus  in  
such  irresponsible  hands  …  We  should  be  much  clearer  
about  these  cultural  questions  if  we  saw  them  as  a  con-­
sequence  of  a  basically  capitalist  organization,  and  I  at  
least  know  no  better  reason  for  capitalism  to  end.”  

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­
-­

-­

-­

-­

“At   the   end   of   this   massive   collective   struggle,   we  
will  uncover  our  new  man  (woman),  the  unpredictable  
culmination  of  the  revolutionary  process.  He  (She)  will  
be  better  equipped   to  wage   the   real   struggle,   the  per-­
manent  struggle  after  the  revolution  –  the  one  for  new  
relationships  between  men  (women).”  

-­
-­
-­

-­

-­
-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

“...do  not  allow  personal,   individual  
issues   to  escalate   into   racial  group  
issues!!”

Give  Us  A  Hand!  
Publications  such  as  PHHS  News,  S.F.  Bay  View,  
the  Rock  newsletter,  The  Abolitionist,  Prison  Fo-­
cus,  etc.  are  out  here  for  you.  You  can  be  there  
for  us  by  contributing  what  you  can  in  money  or  

stamps.  Tell  your  friends  and  family  too.  
Keep  it  going!



NUMBER  45                                            19

Notice
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-­
-­

-­

AGREEMENT  TO  END  
HOSTILITIES

August  12,  2012

-­

-­

-­
-­

-­
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-­

-­
-­

-­

-­
-­

-­

-­

Todd  Ashker,  C58191,  D1-­119
Arturo  Castellanos,  C17275,  D1-­121

Sitawa  Nantambu  Jamaa  (Dewberry),  C35671,  D1-­117
Antonio  Guillen,  P81948,  D2-­106
And  the  Representatives  Body:
Danny  Troxell,  B76578,  D1-­120
George  Franco,  D46556,  D4-­217
Ronnie  Yandell,  V27927,  D4-­215

Paul  Redd,  B72683,  D2-­117
James  Baridi  Williamson,  D-­34288.  D4-­107

Alfred  Sandoval,  D61000,  D4-­214
Louis  Powell,  B59864,  D1-­104
Alex  Yrigollen,  H32421,  D2-­204
Gabriel  Huerta,  C80766,  D3-­222
Frank  Clement,  D07919,  D3-­116

Raymond  Chavo  Perez,  K12922,  D1-­219
James  Mario  Perez,  B48186,  D3-­124
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-­

THE  SAFARI  FROM  
PELIKKKAN  BAY
By  KIJANA  TASHIRI  ASKARI
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Our  struggle  continues!!

Democratizing  Police  ....................Continued  from  page  16

Statewide  Coordinated  Actions  To  

Launching  Monday,  March  23

-­
-­
-­

San  Francisco  Bayview  

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­
-­

People’s  Hearing  ...........................Continued  from  page  14
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Un-­
less  you  direct  us  otherwise,  we  will  share  what  you  
tell   us   anonymously


