
iTunes U Guidelines
Creating your course

Overview

iTunes U courses let you give each class a customised learning experience. With the 

iTunes U app, it’s easy to create your own customised courses for iPad and teach them 

in your classroom. iTunes U courses put all the materials you need for your course in 

one place. In the app, your students can play video or audio lectures, read books, view 

presentations and participate in discussions. They can also see a list of course assignments,  

UIFO�DIFDL�UIFN�Pħ�BT�UIFZ°SF�DPNQMFUFE��"OE�XIFO�ZPV�DSFBUF�B�OFX�QPTU
�TUVEFOUT�
SFDFJWF�B�QVTI�OPUJƊDBUJPO�

Courses can include your syllabus, handouts, assignments and other items. You can 

JODMVEF�DPOUFOU�GSPN�UIF�J#PPLT�4UPSF�BOE�UIF�"QQ�4UPSF
�BT�XFMM�BT�XFC�MJOLT��"OE� 
you can link to materials from over 750,000 learning resources available on iTunes U, 

including audio and video content from the world’s leading education institutions.  

Once your course is ready, it’s easy to share it with your students or publish it to your 

institution’s iTunes U site. 
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Getting started

To get started, download the free iTunes U app. To create a new course, tap +, then 

select Create a Course. 

/FYU
�ZPV°MM�CF�QSPNQUFE�UP�DSFBUF�BO�JOTUSVDUPS�QSPƊMF
�JODMVEJOH�ZPVS�CJP�BOE�ZPVS� 
primary institution. You can take a photo using the camera or choose an image from the 

1IPUP�-JCSBSZ��5IJT�QSPƊMF�JOGPSNBUJPO�XJMM�QPQVMBUF�UIF�*OTUSVDUPS�QBHF�PG�ZPVS�DPVSTFT��
"MM�UIF�DPVSTFT�ZPV�DSFBUF�XJMM�SFGFSFODF�ZPVS�QSPƊMF
�XIJDI�ZPV�DBO�FEJU�BU�BOZ�UJNF��

"GUFS�ZPV�TBWF�ZPVS�QSPƊMF
�ZPV°MM�TFF�UIF�$PVSTF�4FUUJOHT�TDSFFOT�XIFSF�ZPV�FOUFS� 
information about your course. By default, all courses created in iTunes U are private. 
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Course settings

1

2

1

2

Enter the course name, short name and 

your department.

"EE�B�EFTDSJQUJPO�¬�UIJT�JT�ZPVS�DIBODF�
to tell students about your content and 

to set course expectations. For example, 

you can include a summary of the course 

structure, or perhaps expectations and 

goals. Tap Next. 

3

4

5

6

"EE�ZPVS�JOTUJUVUJPO��$IPPTF�B�MFWFM�
and language, as well as a category and 

subcategory. Tap Back to return to the 

Settings screen.

Choose whether your course will  

be self-paced or in-session. Choose 

self-paced if you want students to go 

at their own speed. You can include 

the expected course duration, and you 

can make updates at any time. Choose 

In-Session if you want students to follow 

along as you’re teaching. In-Session 

courses are organised around a calendar 

and include a start and stop date, as 

well as assignment due dates. 

Determine use of discussions. Discussions 

allow students to start conversations 

with you or other students enrolled in 

UIF�DPVSTF��"OZ�TUVEFOU�JO�UIF�DPVSTF�
can participate in the discussion, and  

as the teacher you can monitor and  

participate as well. You can choose to 

UVSO�Pħ�EJTDVTTJPOT�GPS�ZPVS�DPVSTF
� 
and if you make your course public, 

discussions are removed. 

4FMFDU�B�MJDFODF�GPS�ZPVS�DPOUFOU��"�
variety of options are available, including 

the standard Creative Commons 

options. This licence tells others how 

they may use your content in their own 

courses. Tap Next. 

4

5

6
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7 "EE�B�DPNQFMMJOH�DPVSTF�JNBHF�UIBU� 
will be used on the iTunes U bookshelf. 

You can take a photo with the camera or 

select an image from your Photo Library. 

The image can be added during course 

setup, or you can add it later. Use an  

JNBHF�UIBU°T�BU�MFBTU�����CZ�����QJYFMT
�
XJUI�B�NBYJNVN�ƊMF�TJ[F�PG���.#�

8IFO�ZPV�ƊOJTI�BEEJOH�ZPVS�DPVSTF�JNBHF
�UBQ�/FYU�BOE�ZPV°MM�HP�UP�ZPVS�.Z� 
$PVSTFT�UBC��"MM�UIF�DPVSTFT�ZPV�DSFBUF�PS�DPOUSJCVUF�UP�BQQFBS�JO�UIJT�UBC��:PV�DBO� 
see information about each course at a glance. 

It’s that easy to create a course with iTunes U. Now that you’ve created your course,  

you can add more content. 

7
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Editing and organising content

Build your course using the Overview, Instructor and Outline pages. The Overview page 

contains the information you already added from your course settings, including the 

course description, your institution, level and so on. You can edit your course information 

at any time.

5IF�*OTUSVDUPS�QBHF�DPOUBJOT�ZPVS�QSPƊMF�JOGPSNBUJPO��:PV�DBO�FEJU�UIJT�BU�BOZ�UJNF�

5IF�0VUMJOF�QBHF�JT�XIFSF�ZPV�FOUFS�ZPVS�DPVSTF�TZMMBCVT��"MM�ZPVS�QPTUT�BOE�BTTJHONFOUT�
will be associated with topics in your outline. You can enter your outline directly into 

iTunes U and include up to two sub-levels, or you can paste text into this page.



*G�ZPV�IBWF�UPQJDT�UIBU�EPO°U�ƊU�VOEFS�0WFSWJFX�PS�*OTUSVDUPS�QBHFT
�ZPV�DBO�BEE� 
new pages. Examples of new pages could be course policies, prerequisites, learning 

outcomes or anything you think would be useful for students taking the course.

"EEJOH�QPTUT
�BTTJHONFOUT�BOE�NBUFSJBMT
Use posts, assignments and materials to add content and context to your course.

Communicate directly with students by creating posts that relate to your outline topics. 

For example, a post might be instructions, explanations or a lecture summary. To enter 

a post, choose a topic from your outline, create a post title and then write the message. 

For self-paced courses, you can reorder posts by tapping Edit, then dragging a selected 

post to a new location using the repositioning handle. Posts for in-session courses are 

ordered by the date they were posted.

:PV�DBO�DSFBUF�BO�BTTJHONFOU�PO�BOZ�QPTU��"O�BTTJHONFOU�JT�B�UBTL�UIBU�TUVEFOUT�TIPVME 

complete. You can enter as many assignments as you want for each post, and you can 

reorder an assignment by dragging it to a new location within a post. For in-session  

courses, you can select a due date for each assignment.
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"TTJHONFOUT�DBO�JODMVEF�NBOZ�UZQFT�PG�NBUFSJBMT�UIBU�BSF�QBSU�PG�ZPVS�DPVSTF
�TVDI�BT�
WJEFPT
�BVEJP�ƊMFT
�XFC�MJOLT
�BQQT
�CPPLT
�EPDVNFOUT�BOE�QSFTFOUBUJPOT��

You can add your own original photos, videos and documents, and manage them in  

My Materials. 

1

1

3
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Discover and add incredible apps, books, iTunes U resources, podcasts and more with 

Search Store. 

Manage and collaborate

• Duplicate your course. You can make a copy of your course from the My Courses 

tab by swiping left, then tapping More, then Duplicate. You can edit the copy of your 

course however you like, such as changing it from in-session to self-paced. 

• Send a copy. You can now send a complete copy of your course (including the outline,  

posts, assignments and materials) to another instructor. That instructor can start using 

the course immediately with their own students or edit the course as they wish. 
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• Transfer to another instructor. "T�UIF�PXOFS�PG�B�DPVSTF
�ZPV�DBO�USBOTGFS�DPNQMFUF�
ownership of the course to another instructor while maintaining the student roster 

and causing no disruption to the students taking the course. From My Courses, swipe 

left on the course you want to transfer, then tap More and select Transfer. Note: To 

USBOTGFS�PXOFSTIJQ�PG�B�DPVSTF�BT�BO�BĨMJBUFE�JOTUSVDUPS
�ZPV�BOE�UIF�JOTUSVDUPS�ZPV� 
BSF�USBOTGFSSJOH�UIF�DPVSTF�UP�NVTU�CPUI�CF�BĨMJBUFE�XJUI�UIF�TBNF�JOTUJUVUJPO��

• Add to public catalogue. *G�ZPV°SF�BĨMJBUFE�XJUI�BO�JOTUJUVUJPO�UIBU�IBT�B�QVCMJD�
iTunes U site, you can request that your course be published in the iTunes U catalogue 

¬�UIF�XPSME°T�MBSHFTU�EJHJUBM�DBUBMPHVF�PG�GSFF�FEVDBUJPO�DPOUFOU��*O�.Z�$PVSTFT
�UBQ�
&EJU
�UIFO�DIFDL�UIF�BQQSPQSJBUF�DPVSTF��5BQ�UIF�4IBSF�CVUUPO
�UIFO�TFMFDU�"EE�UP�
Public Catalog. 

• Invite Course Contributors. :PV�DBO�JOWJUF�VQ�UP�ƊWF�$PVSTF�$POUSJCVUPST�UP�ZPVS�
course. Course Contributors can contribute to your course by adding posts, assign-

NFOUT�BOE�NBUFSJBMT��UIFZ�DBO�BMTP�NBOBHF�FOSPMNFOU��"EE�$PVSTF�$POUSJCVUPST�
PO�UIF�*OTUSVDUPS�QBHF�VOEFS�UIF�"ENJO�UBC��

Managing enrolment

8IFO�ZPV°SF�SFBEZ�UP�JOWJUF�TUVEFOUT�UP�FOSPM
�UBQ�UIF�&OSPMMNFOU�QBHF�PO�UIF�"ENJO� 
tab to send the course enrolment code or shortcut link to your students. When a student 

enters the enrolment code in the iTunes U app or taps the link from an iPad, iPhone or 

iPod touch, you’ll receive the enrolment request and be able to approve or block it.  

:PV�DBO�PQU�UP�UVSO�PO�"VUP�"QQSPWF�TP�UIBU�BOZPOF�XIP�SFRVFTUT�FOSPMNFOU�XJMM�CF�
approved automatically. 

*G�ZPV�BSF�OPU�BĨMJBUFE�XJUI�BO�JOTUJUVUJPO�XJUI�BO�J5VOFT�6�TJUF
�ZPV�DBO�IBWF�VQ�UP� 
12 courses with 50 students enrolled in each, and 20GB of storage for your original  

DPOUFOU��5IFTF�MJNJUT�EP�OPU�BQQMZ�UP�BĨMJBUFE�JOTUSVDUPST��



iTunes U Guidelines
Creating your course

10

Best practices 

• Description. Include a list of learning objectives in your course description. This will 

help students quickly determine if the course will meet their learning needs, especially  

for public courses. 

• Display titles. Use short titles for posts and assignments so students see the most 

important information at a glance. 

• Posts. Use post messages to add meaning and context to learning materials. Connect 

the current activities to what students have already learned and show how this new 

content will be important in future units. 

• Assignments. #FHJO�ZPVS�BTTJHONFOUT�XJUI�BDUJPO�WFSCT��"TTJHONFOUT�XJMM�GPSN�B�
to-do list for your students. 

• Discussions. Engage your students and encourage interaction by creating discussion 

QSPNQUT��%JTDVTTJPOT�DBO�CF�BEEFE�UP�TQFDJƊD�QPTUT�PS�DBO�CF�HFOFSBM�DPVSTF� 
discussions. 

• Diverse learning materials. You can add materials to your course from the Posts tab 

or the Materials tab. Incorporate materials that support diverse learning styles; aim 

GPS�B�IFBMUIZ�NJY�PG�UFYU
�WJEFP
�BQQT
�CPPLT�BOE�TP�PO��5IF�"QQ�4UPSF�GFBUVSFT�PWFS�
100,000 education apps that cover a wide range of subjects for every grade level  

and learning style. iBooks has a large selection of books for your courses, including 

biographies, reference guides and iBooks Textbooks from major education publishers.  

"OE�UIF�J5VOFT�6�DBUBMPHVF�PG�FEVDBUJPOBM�DPOUFOU�JT�ƊMMFE�XJUI�DPVOUMFTT�MFBSOJOH�
resources like lectures and videos to use in your courses.

• My Materials Library. You can also add materials using the My Materials Library 

feature. Use your My Materials list to add materials if you’re teaching several courses 

that use the same materials. You can also use it to keep a wish list of items for use in 

future courses.

• Deep linking. Link to a particular start and stop point in a video or to a particular 

chapter in a book, so students can go directly to the content you’ve assigned. 

• Upload original materials. You can add original materials, such as presentations, 

worksheets, videos and books, so everything students need to complete your course 

is one tap away. For example, use the built-in camera to record an introduction video 

GPS�UIF�DPVSTF��"OZUIJOH�UIBU�ZPV�DBO�TBWF�UP�UIF�1IPUP�-JCSBSZ�DBO�CF�BEEFE�UP�UIF�
course materials. You can create content in Pages, Numbers, Keynote or other apps, 

and add the material directly to iTunes U by tapping the Share icon and selecting 

Open in iTunes U.

• Take advantage of note-taking. 6TF�UFYU�JO�&16#�PS�J#PPLT�"VUIPS�GPSNBUT�XIFOFWFS�
possible. This allows your students to take notes within the book and aggregate 

them in the Notes tab of the course. Consider converting your PDF, Word or Pages 

EPDVNFOUT�UP�&16#�PS�J#PPLT�"VUIPS�GPSNBUT��

• Take advantage of mobility and built-in tools. Design activities that take advan-

tage of the mobile platform; collect data or create content outside the classroom, on 

your campus, during excursions or in your community. Take advantage of the built-

in camera, microphone and video recorder on iPad to build new kinds of activities. 
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• Announcements. If you’re teaching an in-session course, you can send announce-

ments to your students at any time; these announcements are not connected to a 

UPQJD�JO�ZPVS�PVUMJOF��"OOPVODFNFOUT�NJHIU�CF�BENJOJTUSBUJWF�OPUJDFT�UP�TUVEFOUT
�
such as a cancelled class or a change to a test date.

• Include RSS feeds. If you’d like, you can add audio and video materials to your course 

from an RSS feed or lecture capture system. When you add a feed as a material, iTunes U 

XJMM�JNQPSU�UIF�TVQQPSUFE�NBUFSJBMT�JOUP�ZPVS�DPVSTF��"T�OFX�NBUFSJBMT�BSF�BEEFE�UP�
the feed, iTunes U will check for updates and add the new materials to your course.

�� "ĩMJBUF�ZPVS�BDDPVOU��If your educational institution has a public iTunes U site,  

BĨMJBUF�ZPVS�J5VOFT�6�BDDPVOU�XJUI�ZPVS�JOTUJUVUJPO��5IJT�SFNPWFT�UIF�MJNJUT�PO�ZPVS�
upload space, the number of courses you can create and the number of students 

enrolled in each course. This also allows you to submit your course to your public site 

administrator for publishing on your iTunes U site, where it can reach students around 

the world. If your institution would like to apply for a public iTunes U site, visit  

eduapp.apple.com to learn how to join.

For additional help and guidance, and to browse the iTunes U community, visit the 

iTunes U Support page.

�������"QQMF�*OD��"MM�SJHIUT�SFTFSWFE��"QQMF
�UIF�"QQMF�MPHP
�J#PPLT
�J1BE
�J1IPOF
�J1PE
�J1PE�UPVDI
�J5VOFT�6
�,FZOPUF
�/VNCFST�
BOE�1BHFT�BSF�USBEFNBSLT�PG�"QQMF�*OD�
�SFHJTUFSFE�JO�UIF�64�BOE�PUIFS�DPVOUSJFT��"QQ�4UPSF�BOE�J#PPLT�4UPSF�BSF�TFSWJDF�NBSLT�
PG�"QQMF�*OD��0UIFS�QSPEVDU�BOE�DPNQBOZ�OBNFT�NFOUJPOFE�IFSFJO�NBZ�CF�USBEFNBSLT�PG�UIFJS�SFTQFDUJWF�DPNQBOJFT��+VMZ�����

http://eduapp.apple.com
http://www.apple.com/support/itunes-u/

