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What is NewsTrust?

* a social news network focused on good journalism
* we help people find quality news and information
* we rate the news based on quality -- not popularity

e we' re nonprofit and offer these free public services:

- quality news feeds
- news literacy tools

- civic engagement network

NewsTrust



NewsTlrust

Your Guide to Good Journalism



Our Team

Managers Board Members
» Fabrice Florin - Executive Director David Cohn — Spot.Us
(formerly with Apple, Macromedia) Howard Rheingold - Stanford University
» David Fox - Technology Director Kim Spencer - Link TV
(formerly with Lucasfilm Games) Fabrice Florin - NewsTrust

Staff
* Gin Ferrara-- Community Manager
* Mary Hartney - Local Editor
» Jon Mitchell - Managing Editor
« Subramanya Sastry - Web Engineer

Advisors (partial)

* Dan Gillmor - Arizona State University
* Brooks Jackson - FactCheck.org

» Ellen Miller - Sunlight Foundation

« Craig Newmark - Craigslist

NewsTrust



Media Partners:
Baltimore Sun

USA Today
Washington Post
Huffington Post
PBS (News Hour/ P.0.V.)
Global Voices

Link TV

Media Bugs
Miller-McCune
Mother Jones

New America Media
PolitiFact

Scientific American
and many others

Our Partners

Educational Partners:

Arizona State University
Baltimore Freedom Academy
International High School
Northeastern University
Poynter Institute

San Francisco State U.
Santa Clara University
Science Leadership Academy
Stanford University

Stony Brook University
Towson University
University of Maryland

University of Nevada
and many others

NewsTrust

Here are some of our partners and supporters.

Foundations/Donors:
MacArthur Foundation
Open Society Foundations
Omidyar Network
Ayrshire Foundation
Ashoka

Google, Inc.

Sunlight Foundation
Tides Foundation
Craig Newmark

Doug Carlston

Mitch Kapor

Hap Perry
and other private donors



The Case for News Literacy

:
:

WELL- REASONED

ANALY51S }
and...

LAZY \a
QHoRICUl

Lm' com

Image from the book "unSpun: Finding Facts in a World of Disinformation," by Brooks Jackson and Kathleen Hall Jamieson

BAD INFO




A Hybrid News Filter

Amateurs Professionals

digg
NewsVine

Reddit

LT
Se

Computers



N EWSTru St ) Your guide to good journalism.

HOME WORLD uUs. POLITICS BUSINESS SCI/TECH ABOUT

Iran's secret site is the missing

piece in its nuclear puzzle
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR by PETER GRIER

Iran's newly revealed second centrifuge plant hidden in a
mountainside fits neatly into Tehran's nuclear program, as if
it were a long-missing piece to a jigsaw puzzle that's
almost complete. That is because Western intelligence
analysts and ...

via Christian Science Monitor

PHOTO: WASHINGTON POST

More Iran Nuclear Program stories » @@= | 3.2 Review

il Like | Edit| « Share | See Reviews »

Check our Check our
SMART FEEDS QUICK GUIDE
on how to

Top news stories
from around the web.

TOP STORIES »

TODAY'S NEWS (MSM)

Senate Finance
Committee Debates
Public Option
WASHINGTON POST by WILLIAM
BRANIGIN

Washington PostSenate
Finance Committee Debates
Public OptionWashington
PostThe ...

Posted by Barry Grossheim
@EEET 43 Review
Like | Edit | Share | Reviews »

review a story

TODAY'S NEWS (IND)

Are America's Winds
Slowing?
MILLER-MCCUNE by MICHAEL
HAEDERLE

Wind speeds, expected to
help propel the advance of
renewable energy, may be
slowing, a cautious new
study suggests. ...

Posted by Jay MacNamara
@EEE 39 Review

Like | Edit | Share | Reviews »

I\

EDITORS PICK - NEWS

Torture Doesn't Work
and Here's Why

NEWSWEEK by SHARON
BEGLEY

While we wait for Dick
Cheney, the Pentagon, or the
CIA to release evidence that
“enhanced interrogation ...
Posted by Kaizar Campwala

@EEE 40 Review
Like | Edit | Share | Reviews »

Hello, Fabrice Florin | Log Out
My Profile | My Account | Not You?

SPARRING OPINIONS

Iran Nuclear Program

Western leaders are reassessing their approach
to Iran after recent disclosures about a secret
nuclear facility and new missile tests. How
should they address Iran's nuclear ambitions at
this week's diplomatic talks in Geneva?
Compare these opinions:

Post a Story

Keeping Iran honest CEITED
THE GUARDIAN by SCOTT RITTER
@SN 44 Review Like | Edit|Share

How to Press the Advantage With Iran

NEW YORK TIMES by FLYNT LEVERETT, HILLARY
MANN LEVERETT

@EEE 38 Review Like | Edit|Share

Compare more stories »

Get the facts on

IRAN’S NUCLEAR
PROGRAM

I 'y e & Ly
Join our News Hunt >> u o ,4

OUR REVIEWERS

#okdiae
AeHEHE



Iran Test Fires Most Advanced ...
N eWSTru St ) WASHINGTON POST @EEE 3.5 Reviews »

Iran Test-Fires Its Most Advanced Missiles

By William Branigin, Thomas Erdbrink and Walter
Pincus

Washington Post Staff Writer

Monday, September 28, 2008; 2:14 PM

Iran reported Monday that it successfully
test-fired its most advanced and powerful
medium-range missiles as part of war
games it said were intended to deter the
country's enemies.

THIS STORY

» Iran Test-Fires Its Most Advanced
Missiles

= |ran Tests Missiles On Eve Of Talks
= Special Report: Radiating Danger

Iran's Revolutionary Guard Corps tested
the Shahab-3 and Sejil missiles in the
third phase of a two-day exercise called
The Great Prophet IV, state-run news
media reported. The missiles are believed
to be capable of striking Israel, U.S.
military targets in the Middle East and
parts of southeastern Europe.

But Brig. Gen. Hossein Salami,

4
'é‘thj'
Iran Tests Mid-Range Missiles

In an act of deflance, Iran tested medium-range missiles,
Ignoring pressure from the U.S., Elizabeth Palmer reports.
Former State Dept. Spokesperson James P. Rubin discussed
Iran's stance. (CBS News)

» LAUNCH VIDEO PLAYER

commander of the Revolutionary Guard Air Force, said the test- TOOLBOX

firings were part of exercises to practice "preventive and
defensive operations." They are "in no way a threat to
neighboring countries,” Iranian news media quoted him as saying.

[ I] Resize L% Print E-mall
|/ Yahoo! Buzz

Rather, the tests send "a message for certain greedy nations that 3 o 5~  TRY EMAL MARKETING
seek to create fear, to show that we are able to give a swift and " Gonstant Contact’ | FREE FOR 60 DAYS!

suitable answer to our enemies."

COMMENT &

"The armed forces of the Islamic Republic are now more

powerful than ever and fully prepared to foil foreign threats," said 564 Comments | View All »
Maj. Gen. Yahya Rahim Safavi, military adviser to Iran's supreme

REVIEW EDIT SHARE iy Like
Rate this news report: Short Review
Is this story factual? EEER
factual
Is it fair? EER
fair
Do you recommend this story? i
somewhat
My overall rating: 38
Notes Comments Quotes Links

Is this quality journalism? Why?

Informative report about Iran's missile test. This article is
well sourced and provides good context, with special
report and video clips. |

About You ¥

Save

Close

[] Share my review on Facebook

X
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washingtonpost.com

Change Preferences | Sign Out

@he Washington Post

Print Edition | Subscribe | PostPoints
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Smart way
to shop

Advertisement

Weekly
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Save on
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NEWS | POLITICS | OPINIONS | LOCAL | SPORTS | ARTS & LIVING | GOING OUT GUIDE

@ ®) washingtonpost.com () Web: Results by G008|e“ | Sei

SEARCH:

washingtonpost.com > Columns

White House Watch

Dan Froomkin, Columnist

Archive | Live Q8As | EXTIRSS | E-mailDan | | White House Watch Links

]

A Dignified Departure?

By Dan Froomkin
Special to washingtonpost.com
Thursday, October 30, 2008; 12:59 PM

During the 2000 campaign, George W. Bush famously
promised to "restore honor and integrity" to the White
House.

By most accounts, he failed miserably.

But there are some signs that he intends a dignified
departure.

The transition of power from one administration to
another is never without its complications. This one --
coming at a time of great financial crisis and war --
seems particularly dicey. But Bush and his aides appear

Review Button

TOOLBOX
[TTI7] Resize Print E-mall
|b/ Yahoo! Buzz Save/Share »
— 2% Dpigg NT nNewsTrust -
a® delicious QU Stumble It
\
1
‘t;ﬁ Reddit Facebook
*‘F myspace Ea Newsvine

POST A COMMENT

Your washingtonpost.com User ID,
newstrust, will be displayed with your
comment.

Full
Review
Form

NewsTrust  Review

A Dignified Departure? g
Washington Post - by Dan Froomkin

News Analysis - Oct. 30, 2008 3 reviews | Info | Save | Edit

Rate this news analysis: ? | Full Review |
Is this story factual? ? BEEE
factual
Is it fair? 2 BEEE
somewhat fair
Is it informative? 2 BEEE
informative
Does it show context? 2 BEEEE
quite a bit
Is it in-depth? 2 EEE
somewhal deep
Is it enterprising? 2 BEE
somewhat
Is it well sourced? 7 —1-]-]-]
well sourced
Is it well written? 2 EEEE
well written
Do you recommend this story? 2 BEEEE
quite a bit
Do you trust this publication? 2 EEEE
quite a bit
My overall rating: ~ G )38

Notes: Is this quality journalism? Why? 7

This White House Watch column focuses on the transition
of power from the Bush administration to the next m
administration, as seen from the perspective of a variety of

observers at the Financial Times, New York Times and -
Washington Times, to name but a few. Through this v
Comment Links (0) Quotes (0) About You

=4




NQWSTrust' ~ European Dream of Desert Energy @ 4.0 Reviews » Review Info g Like BUR«<  Logout (X

Monday, June 14, 2010 Review this story Quick Review | x
How would you describe this story?

SPIEGEL ®NLINE —

Fair Unfair

NACHRICHTEN VIDEO THEMEN FORUM ENGLISH DER SPIEGEL  SPIEGELTV

Front Page World Europe Germany Business Zeitgeist International Forum Newsletter Well Sourced Poorty Sourced

05/27/2010 Print | E-Mail | Feedback

Do you recommend this story? Yes No
European Dream of Desert Energy Takes Shape

By Cordula Meyer Do you trust this publication? Yes No
» Expand your review

Save How to review » | Feedback? close this panel

PHOTO GALLERY

\
a3
14 1 0

Image Gallery: How Solar Thermal Power Plants Work

Can the Sahara Desert really meet Europe's voracious appetite for energy? The RELATED SPIEGEL ONLINE LINKS
Desertec solar power project aims to do just that, but a host of obstacles remain.
Overly optimistic expectations are now being scaled down as the project starts to

take shape. Smart Grid 2.0: Building the Internet of Energy Supply
(05/12/2010)

Photo Gallery: Solar Dreams

When the sun rises and it's still hazy over Andalusia, the future is particularly visible. e R N o e g Loty GOl o
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- European Dream of Desert Energy
Takes Shape

DER SPIEGEL by CORDULA MEYER | MAY. 27, 2010 (Special
Report)
The solar towers at the SollGcar plant, which is owned by
the Spanish Abengoa group, are the most futuristic
system the solar industry can offer today. Scientists love
this technology, because it is capable of converting so
much solar heat into electricity.

PHOTO: DPA

Posted by Michael Costigan

© More Info ~

Edit your Review g/ Like UR<4 § | <)comments

REVIEWS

% @ 3.0
by Alexander Rose - Jun. 9, 2010

This is a good long article about this project Still does really address the scaling issues though.

Show All | Notes | Comments | Quotes | Links

RATE THIS REVIEW: () 0000 (4.0 FROM 2 MEMBERS)

[ —BER

by Dale Penn - Jun. 9, 2010

This story considers technological, economic and political implications of solar thermal projects in
Europe. | personally knew nothing about this, so | found it very informative and interesting. The
article makes me want to learn more. Great photo gallery!

Fascinating alternative energy story worth a look. Very hopeful at a time when fossil fuels have
given us all reason to feel downhearted.

=7
Hello, Fabrice Florin | Log Out | Not You?
MyNews | My Network | My Profile | My Account
EIZN  roseson

RATINGS NT Rating | My Rating

@EEE 4.0 from 13 reviews
Good

QUALITY @ 40 POPULARITY GEmmm 4.0

Facts GEEN 38 Recommendation GEEEED 4.1
Faimess @EmmD 38 Credibity @ 35
Information  GEEEEES 5.0 @ 5.0
Insight G40 # Views G 5.0
Sourcing GO 39 # Likes @ 1.0

GO 44 # Emais @ 1.0

How our ratings work »

LINKS - (See these

related stories.)

Loan to Kick-start U.S. Solar Thermal
Industry

TR MIT TECHNOLOGY REVIEW by KEVIN BULLIS |
Mar. 2, 2010 (News)

Cloudy Outlook For Solar Panels: Costs
Substantially Eclipse Benefits, Study Shows

Ns] SCIENCEDAILY | Feb. 22, 2008 (News Report)

Making Solar Technology a Competitive
Force in the U.S. CEITED

@ ClimateBiz by BEN HOLLAND | Jun. 1, 2010
(Opinion)

Google Plans New Solar Mirror Technology
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New York Post

Newspaper | Mainstream

The New York Post is one of the oldest newspapers published in the

United States. It is owned by Australian-born billionaire Rupert Murdoch's News Corporation and is the 12th
largest newspaper (in terms of circulation) in the United States. Its editorial offices are located at 1211
Avenue of the Americas, in Manhattan. More » (Source: Wikipedia)

NEW VORKPUS

© More Info ~

& View| # Edit| ¢ Share | 2 Email

Story Reviews

Stories for Review J

All Rated Stories Get Widget | Rss £

Tricky o's 'doctored’ photo

£l NEW YORK POST by CHARLES HURT | OCT. 6, 2009 (News Report)

WASHINGTON -- President Obama yesterday rolled out the red carpet -- and handed out doctors'
white coats as well, just so nobody missed his hard-sell health-care message. Ina ...

Posted by Cynthia Gilbert

@= 21 Review Like|Edit|Share|See Reviews »

Fat-Cat Palace is a 'Cra$h' Pad
N NEW YORK POST by CLEMENTE LISI | DEC. 30, 2008 (News Report)

Look what taxpayers' Wall Street rescue helped buy one former honcho! Peter Kraus - a former top
executive at Merrill Lynch who received a $25 million golden parachute ...
Posted by Michael Bugeja

@B 35 Review Like|Edit|Share|See Reviews »

Dubious 'Dialogue’ CEITED
£l NEW YORK POST by AMIR TAHERI | DEC. 15, 2008 (Opinion)
Barack Obama has been toying with the idea of dia logue with the Islamic world for two years now -

hid ha hae uat A annraanh tha idaa Af antiiallu eavina anuthina maaninadiil

Hello, Fabrice Florin | Log Out |
My Profile | My Account | Not You?
EZZR  rossson

RATINGS (Beta)

from 102 reviews

Our Rating @@= | 2.7
Average
QUALITY @mm )28 POPULARITY @mlET 26

Recommendation GEE_T 3.0

Facts GEN T 29
Faimess @l T 27 Credibilty @GETT24
Information @GN T30 # Reviews a2
MORE
~

Rating confidence: 39%

MyRating @& | 24
Mini Review

Do you trust this news source?

ety @ OO

How our ratings work

STORY STATS

Top Topics

Obama Administration (5), Presidential Election 2008
(5), Iraq (3), Media and Politics (3), Bush Administration
(2), Finance (2), Religion and Politics (2), Health Care
(2), Republican Party (2), National Security (2),
Microsoft (2), U.S. Economy (2), Democratic Party (2),
War in Iraq (2), Congressional Oversight (1)...
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Venise Wagner

Member (=ince August 20710)
':'"a'vv a"‘Y"i'.] -0 = C
Hosting Immigration *

Associate Professor and Chair of the Journalism Department at San Francisco State. Our
class, Social Impact of Journalism, is partnering with Raza Journalism and classes at Santa Clara University,
Columbia College - Chicago, and University of Alabama in analyzing news coverage of the immigration issue.

© More Info >

+ Follow this member MyNews " | ) Network | (X Contact | K Like (B

ACTIVITY

Show all | Reviews | Posts | Starred | Comments

Venise commented on this review - Oct. 13, 2010 PERMALINK
-~ Republicans stall immigration Dream Act
@ WASHINGTON POST by SHANKAR VEDANTAM | SEP. 21, 2010 (News)

f' 1 G 33
Reviewed by Victoria Lavaroni-Gordon - Sep. 27, 2010

\ The article did answer the questions | had behind why Senate put a stall on the
measure that would allow undocumented immigrants citizenship. The article
backed up the points it stated my quoting others and giving links to some of the
things he brought up in the article. However, the author did not give a lot of facts to
back up the points made. The article helped me to get better informed on the
subject even if there was some biased in the author's tone. Until reading the ...
More »

(NT Rating: 3.5)

Venise Wagner Comment:
Does every story have to show equal weight to all arguments? Don’t some arguments
carry more weight than others? Does this mean that the article is “biased?” Could there
be bias in your assertion of bias? Could you be looking for something and not see it, so
you ... More »

Mnara Reviews & Cammants »

Hello, Fabrice Florin | Log Out | Not You?

MyNews | My Network | My Profile | My Account n

EEN  rosasion
LEVELS & STATS (Beta)
Member Level * eee

3.2avg

Activity @00C
Experience @OOC
Ratings 0000«
Transparency 000 C
Validation 9000
My Rating (XX 118
STATS *
Reviews 2
Answers 18
Comments 7
Ratings Received 3
Number of Raters 3
Ratings Given 0

MEMBER RATINGS

Ratings received by Venise (3) *

@000 O from Nell R. Anderson | 09/07/2010
for Raclal violence changes student — and
school

@000 from Fabrice Florin | 08/07/2010
for Raclal violence changes student — and school
@0 000 irom Bob Herrschaft | 09/06/2010

for Raclal violence changes student — and

enkhanl



Trust Network

Our community is organized in different groups, based on trust and experience. As
members gain trust in our network, their validation levels rise and their ratings are
weighted accordingly.

Group Size: Validation Level:
5  staff 5
12 editors 4
220+ hosts Hosts 3
8,000+ reviewers Reviewers 2
20,000+ members Members 1

onoons veurs AL Wil

Source: Google Analytics/NewsTrust - Jan. 2011 NewsTrust



News Hunts

A News Hunt is like a scavenger for good journalism on a particular topic.
For a week, our partners join forces with us to post and review stories
on that topic, using our widgets and buttons to engage their communities.

* Immigration - with USA Today

* Energy - with The Long Now Foundation

* Global Economy - with Global Voices, Link TV

* Health Care - with Huffington Post

* Bad Journalism - with Stanford University, SCU

e Obama Administration - with PolitiFact, U. Nevada

- Black Experience - with PBS, Tavis Smiley, SCU

* Bush Legacy - with Washington Post

NewsTrust

NewsTrust
Join the Health Care News Hunt

Find the best journalism on the health care debate.
Sign up for our Health Care News Hunt, then
review some of the stories below, with the help

of our partners at NewsTrust.

Majority Of Doctors Back Public Option: New
England Journal Of Medicine Study
HUFFINGTON POST

ammmn 4.3 6 Reviews » | Review It

Joe Wilson Voted to Provide Taxpayer Money
for Illegal Immigrants' Healthcare
DONNY SHAW
@m0 4.0 6 Reviews » | Review It

Sick and Wrong
ROLLING STONE MATT TAIBBI
@m0 3.9 8 Reviews » | Review It

When You Assume, You Make a Mess Out of
Your Poll
FIVETHIRTYEIGHT NATE SILVER

@m0 3.9 3 Reviews » | Review It

Madison Weeps
NEW REPUBLIC

3.8 4 Reviews » | Review It

More »
Post a story | Get this widget | Sign up
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E Subscribe | ] Mobile

Sports
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VOICES

What is the greatest
super power?

—
Tech

WikiLeaks
disclosure
called 'breach
of federal law’
White House spokesman
condemns release of
classified documents on
Afghan war, saying it
threatens "operational
security.”

IMPACT: Pentagon
weighs WikiLeaks
damage

MEDIA: ‘NYT" defends
release of documents

WAR DEAD: USA TODAY
database

THE WHITI}

Top picks

Ex VIDEO Ex VIDEO

Candidate refers to
Tea Party 'birthers’' as
‘dumbasses’

Family Fitness
Challenge: the
Velasquez family

HOU

WASHINGTON

STORY

@USA TODAY,
NewsTrust

Immigration

news

Join the hunt for the
best (and worst)

Immigration

Report: BP's Hayward to leave
Tony Hayward, who became the face of BP's
flailing efforts with the oil spill, has been offered
a job with the company's joint venture in
Russia.

Mexico braces for Ariz. law

The other side of the border is preparing for the
implementation of Arizona's new immigration
law, which could lead to a surge of deportees.

Rule change frees iPhone users
iPhone owners will be able legally to break
electronic locks on their devices in order to
download unapproved software applications.

Ex VIDEO

hunt

‘Scott Pilgrim’ stars
show off their
Comic-Con exhibit

Hall of Fame:
Cooperstown

news welcomes Dawson

Join USA TODAY NER
Log in | Become a member [

Most Popular

1. Goldman reveals where ballout cash went

2. Wal-Mart plan to use smart tags raises...

3. Mexico braces for effects of Arizona...

4. 2011 Ford Explorer makes Its debut as an...

5. Citles tackle traffic head-on with commuter...
Weather Customize Markets

McLean, VA DJIA 10,491.22 +66.60
ﬁ {j}‘ {j}} S&P 500 111071  +8.05
TODA TUE WED HASDAQ 228773 +18.26
86°F 88°F 92°F As of 3:08 PM ET

See full forecast  Enter symbol(s) GO
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Topics > Events and Awards > In-depth Coverage > Immigration policy =

Immigration policy

s~ .| MAP: County- % POLICY: Ariz.
“: 4 by-county look law sets off
at diversity . polarizing

: debate

B Immigration

States tackle
tough issue

Latest news from USA TODAY

toony NewsTrust

Comment=] | Recommend</ Immigrafion news hunt Capital One®

Help rate how the media are covering the S T—
Arizona immigration issue

1d 7h ago By Douglas Stanglin, USA TODAY

GET PAID. TWICE.

How are the news media covering immigration issues — and Arizona's / Wldget Get a great
new law? To find out, join our Immigration News Hunt with social news . L (1)
site NewsTrust.net. Immigrant groupe criticize /0
fingerprint initiative " APY*
ASSOCIATED PRESS | Review It )
with a balance of $2,500
r'atoc')r | L/Jrnr?entvfr.l Reoo.mmend\/ ) eI 1 L +
Arizona immigration law has groups readying for MILLER-MCCUNE | Review It VY. )/
5
court l U 70
8d 19h ago By Alan Gomez, USA TODAY f\rizqna’s-Chinese food bonus
Those who feel strongly about Arizona's immigration enforcement law immigration problem on interest earned”
: T . 3 SALON | Review It -
are preparing for what could be an onslaught of litigation starting July * Superior Rate
29. Free pass for sanctuary cities? * No fees )
SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE * Easy Online Transfers *
) Review It _ _
nation | Comment=/ | Recommend{/ ) _L,é,ém‘mw
Guard troops to head to border states starting Aug.1  Arizona's Immigration Law:
8d ago By Dennis Wagner, USA TODAY Well-Intentioned But MEMBER FDIC
National Guardsmen assigned to the Southwest border will start to Meaningless

arrive Aug. 1, and reinforcements will be sent to stem illegal Review It




NewsTrust in Education

Here are some of the educational activities provided by NewsTrust and our partners.

Group Presentation
& Discussion
(Stanford)

P2

Online Research
& Reviews
(U. Nevada)

Team Findings
& Blog Posts
(Arizona State U.)

NewsTrust
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Teacher Guides: Can You Trust the News? OUR GUIDES

How to Teach Students to Recognize Good Journalism T

e Think Like a Journalist
e Crap Detection 101

Welcome, teachers!

Today's students are coming of age during
unprecedented changes in how we consume news
and information. They have access to worlds of
knowledge other generations could hardly have
imagined. In order to effectively use this knowledge
and make well-informed decisions as citizens, they
must first learn to be discerning about the information
they consume. As educators, it's our responsibility to
nurture critical thinking skills and a healthy skepticism
to help them reach that goal — along with an
appreciation for quality journalism.

TUTORIALS

e The NewsTrust Toolbar
¢ How to Review a Story
¢ More Review Questions

EDUCATION

¢ Teacher Guides (NEW)
Teacher Guide - News
Teacher Guide - Opinion
Student Guide - News
Student Guide - Opinion

To that end, NewsTrust has created a set of teacher
guides that will help you teach your students the
difference between good and bad journalism. These

guides include interactive lesson plans for college and  journalism students at Northeastern University review a Ry

high school classes in journalism, civics, social news story on NewsTrust. Teachers: Dan Kennedy, Mike More Activities

studies, communications and more. Our guides also LaBonte e Educational Resources
provide topics for discussion and ideas for additional

activities.

Previous | Next »
Each lesson takes about 45 minutes. During that time, we invite you and your students to read a work of : ‘

journalism (news or opinion) and evaluate it for journalistic quality using NewsTrust review tools. Students will
be asked to rate that story on a variety of criteria, such as: facts, fairness and sourcing (news); insights,
information and style (opinion).

For your convenience, we have prepared two sets of teacher guides:

e Printed Guides - if your classroom doesn't have Internet access, you can print out these guides and
hand them out to your students.

« Internet Guides - if your classroom has computers with Internet access, we recommend using these
guides and having students review stories online.

Post a Story



2011 Programs

e Local News
Find good journalism in your area (Baltimore)

e Fact Checking

Expose misinformation (Truthsquad)

* News Groups
Curate the news with your community

NewsTrust

Eric Bolling, Fox Business

Obama is "on a trip to India

that will cost 200 million
dollars per day!"

Is this true or false?

True False Not Sure




® .
N eWSTru St Baltlmore Your guide fo good journalism | SignUp | Log In
o roncs [ s e | comnt | wore | nerow. | N “sooer | T

About e Blog ¢ Emalls e Guides e Groups ¢ Members ¢ Partners e Sources ¢ Tools ] News Hunts e Truthsquad \ Help

URBAN DEVELOPMENT

"+ A dream derailed

& The Daily Record by MELODY SIMMONS, JOAN JACOBSON

Baltimore residents

SIGN UP

The nation’s largest urban redevelopment, a projected $1.8 for a free account.
billion effort to transform 88 acres of East Baltimore into a

world-class biotech park and idyllic urban community, lies

via Maryland Daily Record

Review @EEHEE 4.0

PHOTO: THE DAILY RECORD

More Real Estate stories »

TOP STORIES »

BOR<

derailed amid vacant lots, boarded houses and unfulfilled ...

Reviews »

TODAY'S NEWS (MSM)
Police, firefighter
unions plan to picket
mayors' conference

BALTIMORE SUN by JULIE
SCHARPER

The city's police and fire
unions plan to picket a ...

Posted by Howard Libit
Review (1 11138 Reviews»

~HOR<

TODAY'S NEWS (IND)

Delegates wary of
Leopold's legislative
agenda

THE CAPITAL by LIAM FARRELL

Members of the county's
House delegation are raising
concerns about portions of ...

Posted by Howard Libit
Review s 13.8 Reviews »

THEOR«

EDITOR'S PICK (NEWS)

Maryland Copts pray for
safety of families in
Egypt, ...

BALTIMORE SUN by YEGANEH
JUNE TORBATI

On this particular Sunday, as
massive protests aimed at ...

Posted by Mary Hartney
Review (1 11144 Reviews»

~HOR<

ABOUT THIS SITE

Welcome to NewsTrust Baltimore!

Join our local news experiment to find and share
good journalism about Baltimore. This virtual news
hub will feature some of the best news coverage
about Baltimore, based on reviews from our
community. (For U.S. and world stories, check our
national site).

Read more on our blog >>

OUR REVIEWERS
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ews rus a tlmore Your guide to good Journalism MyNews | My Network | My Profile | My Account ¢
HOME | POLITICS | BUSINESS | SCI/TECH | LIVING | COMMUNITY m NATIONAL ﬂ

About e Blog « Emalls « FAQ ¢ Guides « Groups e Members e Partners e Schools e Sources ¢ Tools « Widgets | MyNews ¢ News Hunts e Truthsquad

Newspaper | Mainstream

The Sun is the newspaper of record for Baltimore, Maryland, with a daily press run of 247,193 copies and a Here's how our reviewers describe this source:
Sunday run of 418,670 copies (9/30/05 Audit Bureau of Circulations report). It was founded on May 17,

1837, by printer Arunah Shepherdson Abell and two associates. The Abell family owned the paper through STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES

1910, when the Black family gained a controlling interest. The paper was sold in 1986 to the Times-Mirror
Company of Los Angeles. The same week, the rival Baltimore News American, owned by the Hearst

Factual | Somewhat Fair | Informative |
Corporation, announced it would fold. More » (Source: Wikipedia)

Transparent | Enterprising
0 More Info 2 More »

+ Follow this source 1 View [ Like BEoOx<h

RATINGS NT Rating | My Rating
REVIEWS MOST TRUSTED LEAST TRUSTED NEWS STORIES

GEmE 3.9 from 999 reviews

"™ Review this source
Share what you know. QUALITY @mmm 39 POPULARITY @l 3.9
Facts G 419 Hecommendaton GEED 4.0
Rate it .... 7 X Faimess G 40 Credibilty G 40
Do you trust this publication? 2 quiteabit Information ~ GEEEED 4.0 # Reviews GEEEE 4.5
MORE
Add a note ~

What are this source's strengths and weaknesses?
How our ratings work »

EXPERTISE

Save How toreview » | Close this panel This source is well rated for these topics.

Technology | U.S. Economy | Education | Eneray |
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About e Blog e Emails « Guides ¢ Groups ¢ Members ¢ Partners e Photos e Sources « Tools « Widgets | News Hunts e Truthsquad | Help \ Admin

Sources

NewsTrust tracks dozens of news sources covering Baltimore to help identify trustworthy news providers. Here are
some of the sources we have rated so far, listed by medium. Source ratings below are based on reviews from R ATE YOU R

members like you. Can you help add more ratings? ;
SOURCES //

Rate these sources all on one page -- or click on any source below to review it. To see unrated sources, click on the

‘More' links below. Who do you trust? l R
Newspaper » Magazine » N

& Afro @=mE 37 | Baltimore Magazine GEENT 36
§ Baltimore Business Journal @EEE )35 Urbanite @ 39

[@ Baltimore Sun e=mE 37 More » How we pick these sources

@ City Paper G 38 Online »

@& Explore Baltimore County @34 p Arbutus Patch @ 33
@ Frederick News-Post @EENT 36 @ Baltimore Brew GEEET ) 36
@& Indypendent Reader @EEE 3.9 & Bmore Media 34
@& The Baltimore Guide @ 3.9 x Center Maryland @ 3.9
@ The Capital === 38 @ Citybizlist Baltimore @mmN T35

DR The Daily Record e==mT 37 PP Dundalk Patch &= )34

@ The Towerlight @35 \V/ Investigative Voice @ 3.



Local Partners

Here are our educational and media partners for NewsTrust Baltimore.

Colleges / Universities
Towson University
Loyola University
Morgan State University
University of Maryland

High Schools / Nonprofits

Baltimore Algebra Project
Baltimore Civitas School
Baltimore Freedom Academy
Baltimore Urban Debate League
Wide Angle Youth Media

Newspapers / Print: Online:

Baltimore magazine Baltimore Brew
City Paper Center Maryland
The Baltimore Sun Citybizlist
Urbanite Magazine Patch

Radio/ TV:

Marc Steiner Show (WEAA)

WYPR



I ruthsquad Separate fact from fiction F LG ILN | Sign up | Log In
l HOME POLITICS BUSINESS mm About v Blog Community v Partners Sources Tools Help  posTAcCLAIM

TODAY'S TRUTHSQUAD

Obama is "on a trip to India that will
cost 200 million dollars per day."

What is Truthsquad?

We're a nonprofit network of journalists
and citizens, working together to separate

By Eric Bolling, Fox Business host fact from fiction.
. _ . -
OUR FINDING: FTITET: Join us — and help fight the spin!

FACTS: Fox cites no factual evidence to back up this m

inflated claim. The entire Afghan war costs less than this

Photo: Fox Busineaa

rumor suggests. A project of iWatch News and
STOP THIS RUMOR VERIFIED BY IWATCH NEWS —3
Read more » (135 answers) Posted by Jon Mitchell THE CENTER FOR
This false claim is spreading widely. PUBLIC INTEGRITY

Report this error on [[] & X <

FEATURED

FACT-CHECKED: See what we found today. See more »

Ed Gillespie on Immigration:
President Obama torpedoed the immigration reform bill.
FINDING: p 4FIRSd VERIFIED BY iWatch News

FACTS: It repeats a talking point from Senator McCain's 2008 campaign.
Read more » (108 answers) Posted by Jon Mitchell

Mitt Romney on the Economy: Chromebook
“Today there are more men and women out of work in America than there Nothine but the web
are people working in Canada.” v e e

FINDING: p X[l IRATVEIY  VERIFIED BY iWatch News

FACTS: Over 13.9 million Americans were unemployed at the time -- quite a bit less than

the 17 million Canadians in that country's workforce. This rhetorical claim could be closer ol 7

to the truth if there were a reliable way to count “under-employed® Americans. v | 6 ‘ i B P \
P L | 27N .

Read more » (108 answers) Posted by Jon Mitchell ‘ a8 A -

OUR FACT-CHECKERS




TO BE CHECKED: Help verify these claims. See more »

Irshad Manji on Impact of Islamic terrorism:

Al Qaeda kills more Muslims than any other foreign imperial power in the
world.

¥ TRUE OR XFALSE ?

Read more » (25 answers) Posted by Scott Rosenberg

Sharron Angle on Sen. Harry Reid's voting record on immigration:

Harry Reid "votes to give special tax breaks to illegal aliens."

¥ TRUE OR XFALSE ?

Read more » (13 answers) Posted by Jon Mitchell

[Privatizing Social Security is] "an ill-conceived idea that would add trillions
of dollars to our budget deficit while tying your benefits to the...

¥ TRUE OR XFALSE ?

Read more » (15 answers) Posted by Jon Mitchell

MORE FROM OUR PARTNERS See more »

Sarah Palin said this about Obama:

"More debt [has accumulated] under this president than all those other
presidents combined."

FINDING: P 41853

FACTS: On Obama’s first day in office, public debt was $6 trillion. In May 2011, it was $9
trillion. You do the math.

Read more » (135 answers) Posted by Jon Mitchell

VERIFIED BY FactCheck.org

Noah Shachtman on the future of the Internet:

-

A The CIA and Google are both backing a company that monitors the web in
| real time — and says it uses that information to predict the future.

FINDING: E i i:iv]3

FACTS: Google's investment in Recorded Future is fairly straightforward as documented
by Google Ventures...

Read more » (135 answers) Posted by Jon Mitchell

VERIFIED BY PolitiFact

See all recent fact-checkers »

FEATURED MEMBER

Jon Mitchel

Is now a Trusted Member, for
great sleuthing on 10+ claims.
Bonus: 1,000 points.

Congratulations, Jon!
Read more »

RECENT ACTIVITY

Irshad Manji on Impact of Islamic terrorism: Al

Qaeda kills more Muslims than any other...

Cited in: This Weak arry Wing

Sharron Angle on Sen. Harry Reid's voting record
on immigration: Harry Reid "votes to...

President Barack Obama on Privatizing Social
Security: "an ill-conceived idea that would...
Cited in: Tt P Adam Salk

e White House, Posted by Ada
Ed Gillespie on Immigration: President Obama

torpedoed the immigration reform bill...
4 . _;'A ":,.‘- 5, P osted by :,;"' ze ‘.L,v'v":' bure

Cited in: (

See more »

What should we

7 = / " fact-check next?
R

Follow us on

EHE<

g Like [ David Fox and 184 others like this.
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FACT-CHECKED CLAIM

"Today there are more men and
women out of work in America than
there are people working in Canada."
By Mitt Romney, former Massachussetts governor (R)

Cited in: Free & Strong America PAC

@ More Info [JComments » (0) # Edit More Claims »

Photo: CNN

Is this claim true or false?

Explain why — based on facts, not opinions.

Add a link to factual evidence.

Check the links to the right. You can change your answer anytime

SAVE Cancel

Edited by Jon Mitchell | Hosted by Sarah Lang

How to fact-check a claim »

FACT-CHECK IT (X )

LINKS s)

® Governor Romney's Remarks to CPAC
FREE & STRONG AMERICA PAC

Check these links
before you answer

-
¥4 Government's February 2011 Jobs Report
Bureau of Labor Statistics

o Statistics Canada Employment Summary

Tables
Statistics Canada

o The Dalily, Friday, January 28, 2011. Labour

Force Survey:2011revisions
statcan.gc.ca

5:- Table A-13. Persons not in the labor force and
multiple jobholders by sex, not seasonally

adjusted
bls.gov

¢ Labour Force Survey: Table 1 Labour force

characteristics by age and sex
statcan.gc.ca

53 Table A-1. Employment status of the civilian
population by sex and age
bls.gov

x FactChecking Republicans at CPAC 2011
FACTCHECK

More links »

ADD A LINK

URL:
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FACT-CHECKED CLAIM SHARE THIS

"Today there are more men and
women out of work in America than n e <
there are people working in Canada."

By Mitt Romney, former Massachussetts governor (R)

g Like [ David Fox and 184 others like this.

Cited in: Free & Strong America PAC TWEET THIS (9)
OUR FINDING: We fact-checked this claim from Mitt Romney
Photo: CNN and found it to be FALSE! Check it out on
#Trtuthsquad.com and help stop this rumor.
FACTS: Over 13.9 million Americans were unemployed at the time -- quite a bit less than the 17 http://truthsquad.com/claim/00088
million Canadians in that country's workforce. This rhetorical claim could be closer to the truth if
there were a reliable way to count "under-employed" Americans. TWEET

Read more »
VERIFIED BY FACTCHECK.ORG | Edited by Jon Mitchell | Hosted by Sarah Lang

¥ TRUE OR XFALSE ? @info [JComments»(0) # Edit More Claims » STOP THIS RUMOR

This false claim is spreading widely.

ANSWERS (37) Report this erroron [ & X <

COMMUNITY FINDING: [ 371613 Show all (10) | True (5) | False (3) | Neutral (2)

Jon Mitchell

FINDING: P {1853
L

: It stly false. The stat tis t | ded to be cl ctly who i 'k Check these links
\ 's mostly false. The statement is too poorly wor; 0 be clear on exactly who is - " before vyou answer
included and who is not, so “out of work" has some wiggle room to include people who o y
are not counted as "unemployed.” However, | think Romney's rhetorical implication is
clearly that there are more "unemployed” in U.S. than "employed" in Canada...More »
» Show all & Links (4) (@ Comments (2) @ Ratings (4)

LINKS (s)

® Governor Romney's Remarks to CPAC
FREE & STRONG AMERICA PAC

a
%= Government's February 2011 Jobs Report
Derek Hawkins Bureau of Labor Statistics

Wi FINNDING- EYTETES 4. Qtatictire Manada Emnlauvmant Quimmarg
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Mitt Romney FINDINGS (48)
Politician - Republican - U.S.
Editor’s Finding: SahdeLiS vl
Willard Mitt Romney (born March 12, 1947) is an American
businessman and Republican political figure who was the70th 56% of claims we fact-checked from
Governor of Massachusetts (2003 to 2007). He ran for President of Mitt Romney so far have been true or mostly true.
the United States in the 2008 election, and is exploring a possible About 26% were false or mostly false.
candidacy in the 2012 presidential election...More »
Source: Wikipedia 2R Breakdown:
True CC D 42%
© More Info | & View Site | ] Comments » (0) | More Sources » Mostly True C D 14%
Half True CTEEEEEEEEED 13%
Mostly False NS 10%
FEATURED CLAIMS NEW CLAIMS NEW STORIES SOURCE REVIEWS False CT N 16%

FACT-CHECKED CLAIMS: See what we've learned so far about this source. . o . X
Click on a finding to see its claims.

How our findings work »
Today there are more men and women out of work in America than there
are people working in Canada.

FINDING: P LLEURAIY™Ed  VERIFIED BY FactCheck.org

FACTS: Over 13.9 million Americans were unemployed at the time -- quite a bit less than the 17 million
Canadians in that country's workforce....More »

Cited in: Free & Strong America PAC - Feb. 11, 2011
Posted and written by Jon Mitchell | Hosted by Sarah Lang

"When | ask people what they dislike most about the president’s plan, what |
typically hear is they say, ‘Obamacare represents a government takeover of
health care, and | don’t like it." And | think they're right."

Chromebook
FINDING: VERIFIED BY iWatch News Ninthing B tha s

DUL U IE vyl
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N eWSTru St Your guide to good journalism.

POLITICS BUSINESS SCI/TECH ABOUT Post a Story

HOME MYNEWS WORLD US.

Border News

&

Welcome to our student-powered news site for the Border News Project, a GaSp Page

(BETA)

collaboration between NewsTrust and five schools from across the U.S.: Santa Clara
University, San Francisco State University, University of Alabama, University of
Nevada Reno, and Columbia College.

From September 13th through November 14th, we're working together to find good
(and bad) journalism for our Immigration News Hunt. Read more on the NewsTrust

Blog.

Hosted by Sally Lehrman, Venise Wagner, Donica Mensing, Teresa Puente, George Daniels
Group Status Public, Invitation-Only, Educational Group

@1 Visit our site  § Edit Page |

TOP STORIES

Immigration: Will Utah
Follow Arizona's Lead?

TIME by JEANETTE MOSES

With an eye to the example of
Arizona, Utah, which may have
upwards of 110,000 ...

David Antonio Blancarte
Review M5 3.4
NT Rating: 3.4 Reviews »

 FIBISEY

El Like -3

BOR<|

Woman Claims She
Worked For Nevada
Candidate Brian ...

HUFFINGTON POST by AMANDA
TERKEL

With California gubernatorial
candidate Meg Whitman ...

Dwight Rousu
Review M 2.6

NT Rating: 3.7 Reviews »

BOxR<#

_) Comments

Al A et

Editorial: Mr.
Bloomberg, Mr.
Murdoch, Mr. Colbert
NEW YORK TIMES

More Americans would agree
that rational immigration is an
economic necessity ...

Michael R. Brown

Review M )38

NT Rating: 3.8 Reviews »

BOxR<?

PHOTO: DAVID MCNEW / GETTY IMAGES

Find good journalism on

IMMIGRATION /\/ \

Join our News Hunt » ‘SI

PSS

GROUP MEMBERS (24
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Other Members:
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N EWSTru St Your guide to good journalism.

HOME MYNEWS WORLD US. mﬁ;usm& SCI/TECH

International High School
Social Studies Class - 11th grade
Welcome to our NewsTrust page, which is edited by over 80 students and teachers

in San Francisco. This semester, we are featuring good journalism about the global
economy. To find out more about our school, check our site.

... More »

Group Page

Hosted by Andrew Brown, Joel Cohen, Jeremie Rostan, David Stockwell and 8 more
Members: 12 editors, 75 members, 8 guests, 52 followers, More »
Status: Public, Invitations-only, Educational, High School

g Visitoursite | ELike (IR < |

TOP STORIES

Members of this group recommend these stories:

NEWS - MAINSTREAM MEDIA
China pours its wealth
into Latin America
THE GUARDIAN

The GuardianChina pours its
wealth into Latin AmericaThe
GuardianUnder president Hu
Jintao, ...

Posted by Firuzeh Shokooh

Review A\ oD 42

NT Rating: 2.4 | See All NT Reviews »

ACTIVITY FEEDS MOST RECENT

NEWS - INDEPENDENT MEDIA

India: Citizens debate
government policy and
the Maoist ...

GLOBAL VOICES by APARNA
RAY

Dealing a severe blow to the
Indian government’s ...

via Google News

Review A e 42

NT Rating: 2.4 | See All NT Reviews »

MOST TRUSTED

Laurent Hesnard reviewed this story
2 " F.C.C. Proposes New Rules on Internet Access

» Comments

OPINION - ALL MEDIA
Sticks and bail-outs

ECONOMIST by CHARLEMAGNE

European leaders have been
incoherent over whether to
punish or help Greece. the
clever talk in Brussels was
about how to rush European ...

Posted by Fabrice Florin

Review A e 40

NT Rating: 2.4 | See All NT Reviews »

LEAST TRUSTED = Yy STARRED

m | Sign Up | Log In

Post a Story

~ SIGN UP & JOIN THIS GROUP

f Login with Facebook

\~ orsign up with NewsTrust »

TODAY'S PICKS

Global Economy
¢¢ China's real estate time bomb ticking
China Dally by HU YUANYUAN

Review A5 @EENND 42 Reviews»

¥ Social mobility and inequality: Upper
bound
ECONOMIST

Review M\ GEEED 42 Reviews»

- Europe’s cloud of ash costs Kenya
Shzoom a day

nation.co.ke

Review M) GEEED 42 Reviews»

OUR MEMBERS

10 PN LS

-3 . s
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MCOM 407 Writing for New Media
Multimedia reporting capstone experience

Hello, Fabrice Florin | Log Out | Not You?
My Network | My Profile | My Account

&

Group Page
(BETA) (2

Our students are producing an in-depth multi-part online report on a city, county or
state plan to address a social problem. We'll be using NewsTrust to find and

evaluate news on student beats, and to evaluate the stories we write.

Hosted by

Stacy Spaulding *

Group Status Public, Open to All, Educational Group *

ALY Visitour site § EditPage | | I Like

TOP STORIES

) ® < | ©) Comments

Recent Baltimore Stories

NEWS - BALTIMORE

Ferris wheels, 'Eiffel
Tower' among
attractions ...

BALTIMORE SUN by EDWARD
GUNTS

A 13-story structure pitched
as Baltimore's Eiffel ...

Posted by Mary Hartney
Review MCITT137
NT Rating: 3.8 Reviews »

d FIBI=EY

ACTIVITY  MOST RECENT

NEWS - BALTIMORE
Session 2011: The
winners and losers

BALTIMORE SUN by ANNIE
LINSKEY, JULIE BYKOWICZ

Going into the final day of
Maryland's 428th legislative
session, a marathon ...

Posted by Andrew Hazlett
Review MCETETET37
NT Rating: 3.8 Reviews »

"ROR<y

STARRED

™ | Daniel Rodgers reviewed this story 2 days ago
Xl  Ferris wheels, 'Eiffel Tower' among attractions proposed

for Inner Harbor

NEWS - BALTIMORE
According to Plan

CITY PAPER by EDWARD
ERICSON JR.

His “turn” or not, the question
of whether Otis Rolley can
amass a political base
sufficient to get ...

via Baltimore City Paper
Review | MACEETT) 4.2
NT Rating: 4.0 Reviews »

"HOR<l

FEATURED

\
TOWSON

UNIVERSITY
PHOTO: TOWSON UNIVERSITY

GROUP MEMBERS (30)

Other Members:

Kathryn VandenHeuvel | Lauren Slavin | Sabrina
Lindsey | Melanie Losover | Rossella Procopio | Brian
Hradsky | Michael Huber | Jianwen Pan | Ciara
Rashadia Grant | Samantha Powell | Elise Meisner |
Allison DeThomas | Katherina Capon

See All Members »

Check our

QUICK GUID
on how to /\( )

review a story

Check out
MyNews
Your personal
news filter




NewsTrust Baltimore
Certificate

Awarded to
Anthony E. Laus

Has earned an award as

Certified Student Reviewer

Recognized for thoughtful critiques of
local journalism

H' /v
L-n,
May 9, 2011

Fabrice Florin, NewsTrust Executive Director



cominG soon: Manage Your Media Diet

News Check
Story Length: 800 words (2 minutes)
TV Report - Talk - Cable Network
7
Contents
Information 500 words Opinions: 200
% Daily Value
Total Opinions 200 words 25%
Author's Opinions 120 words 15%
Other Opinions 80 words 10%
Opinions as Facts 40 words
Entertainment 240 words 20%
Total Facts 320 words 40%
Original Reporting 80 words 10%
Other Evidence 240 words 30%
Advertising 120 words 15%
S
Named Sources: 5 4%
Different Viewpoints: 2 2%
Cited Stakeholders: 3 20%
Web Links: 6 4%

NewsTrust



The NewsTrust Difference

* NewsTrust fills a real need through:

- quality news feeds

- news literacy tools

- civic engagement network

« we help citizens make more informed decisions
» we add value for our partners and their customers

* when citizens and journalists collaborate, everybody wins

NewsTrust



Check it out

* Visit our site: newstrust.net

 Read about us: newstrust.net/about

* Check our guides: newstrust.net/guides

« Sign up: newstrust.net/partners/vip

« Contact us: partners@newstrust.net

NewsTrust



