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What is NewsTrust? 

•  a social news network focused on good journalism 
 
•  we help people find quality news and information 

 
•  we rate the news based on quality -- not popularity 

 
•  we’re nonprofit and offer these free public services: 

-  quality news feeds 
-  news literacy tools 

-  civic engagement network 

 



Your Guide to Good Journalism 



Our Team 

       Managers 
•  Fabrice Florin - Executive Director  
   (formerly with Apple, Macromedia) 
•  David Fox - Technology Director  
   (formerly with Lucasfilm Games) 

       Staff 
•  Gin Ferrara-- Community Manager 
•  Mary Hartney - Local Editor 
•  Jon Mitchell - Managing Editor 
•  Subramanya Sastry - Web Engineer 

       Board Members 
•  David Cohn – Spot.Us 
•  Howard Rheingold - Stanford University 
•  Kim Spencer - Link TV 
•  Fabrice Florin - NewsTrust 
 
 
Advisors (partial) 
•  Dan Gillmor - Arizona State University 
•  Brooks Jackson - FactCheck.org 
•  Ellen Miller - Sunlight Foundation 
•  Craig Newmark - Craigslist 



Our Partners 

Foundations/Donors: 
MacArthur Foundation 
Open Society Foundations 
Omidyar Network 
Ayrshire Foundation 
Ashoka 
Google, Inc. 
Sunlight Foundation 
Tides Foundation 
Craig Newmark 
Doug Carlston 
Mitch Kapor 
Hap Perry 
and other private donors 

Here are some of our partners and supporters.  

Media Partners: 
Baltimore Sun 
USA Today 
Washington Post 
Huffington Post 
PBS (News Hour / P.O.V.) 
Global Voices 
Link TV 
Media Bugs 
Miller-McCune 
Mother Jones 
New America Media 
PolitiFact 
Scientific American 
and many others 

 

Educational Partners: 
Arizona State University 
Baltimore Freedom Academy 
International High School 
Northeastern University 
Poynter Institute 
San Francisco State U. 
Santa Clara University 
Science Leadership Academy 
Stanford University 
Stony Brook University 
Towson University 
University of Maryland 
University of Nevada 
and many others 



The Case for News Literacy 

Image from the book "unSpun: Finding Facts in a World of Disinformation," by Brooks Jackson and Kathleen Hall Jamieson 



A Hybrid News Filter 



Our Web Site - Home Page 



Quick Review Form – Washington Post 

Review Form 



Full Review Form - WashPost 

Full 
Review 
Form 

Review Button 



New Review Form >> 



Story Page - Reviews 



Source Profile 



Member Profile 



Trust Network 
Our community is organized in different groups, based on trust and experience. As 
members gain trust in our network, their validation levels rise and their ratings are 
weighted accordingly. 

Staff 
 

Editors 
 

Hosts 
 

Reviewers 
 

Members 
 

Visitors 

staff 
 

editors 
 

hosts 
 

reviewers 
 

members 
 

visitors 

  5 
 

 12 
 

220+ 
 

8,000+ 
 

20,000+ 
 

100,000+ 

   
 
5 
 
4 
 
3 
 
2 
 
1 
 
- 

Source: Google Analytics/NewsTrust - Jan. 2011 

Group Size:  Validation Level: 



News Hunts 

•  Immigration - with USA Today 

•  Energy - with The Long Now Foundation 

•  Global Economy - with Global Voices, Link TV 

•  Health Care - with Huffington Post 

•  Bad Journalism - with Stanford University, SCU 

•  Obama Administration - with PolitiFact, U. Nevada 

•  Black Experience - with PBS, Tavis Smiley, SCU 
 
•  Bush Legacy - with Washington Post 

A News Hunt is like a scavenger for good journalism on a particular topic. 
For a week, our partners join forces with us to post and review stories 
on that topic, using our widgets and buttons to engage their communities.  



Immigration News Hunt – USA Today 



Widgets (USA Today) 

www.newstrust.net/widgets/ 

Widget 



NewsTrust in Education 
Here are some of the educational activities provided by NewsTrust and our partners. 

Group Presentation 
& Discussion 

(Stanford) 

Online Research  
& Reviews 
(U. Nevada) 

Team Findings  
& Blog Posts 

(Arizona State U.) 



Teacher Guides 



2011 Programs 

• Local News 
   Find good journalism in your area (Baltimore) 
 
• Fact Checking 
   Expose misinformation (Truthsquad) 
 
• News Groups 
   Curate the news with your community 





Mock up 





Local Partners 

Colleges / Universities 
Towson University 
Loyola University 
Morgan State University 
University of Maryland 
 
High Schools / Nonprofits 

Baltimore Algebra Project 
Baltimore Civitas School 
Baltimore Freedom Academy 
Baltimore Urban Debate League 
Wide Angle Youth Media 
 

Here are our educational and media partners for NewsTrust Baltimore.  

Newspapers / Print: 
Baltimore magazine 
City Paper 
The Baltimore Sun 
Urbanite Magazine 
 
Radio / TV: 

Marc Steiner Show (WEAA) 
WYPR  
 

Online: 
Baltimore Brew 
Center Maryland 
Citybizlist 
Patch 



Truthsquad Home Page 



Truthsquad Home Page - Below 



Truthsquad UnChecked Claim Page 



Truthsquad Checked Claim Screen 



Truthsquad Source Page 



Border News Screenshot 



High School Screenshot 



Group Page - Towson 



Certificate 



COMING SOON:   Manage Your Media Diet 



The NewsTrust Difference 

•  NewsTrust fills a real need through: 
  
-  quality news feeds 

-  news literacy tools 

-  civic engagement network 

•  we help citizens make more informed decisions 
  
•  we add value for our partners and their customers 

•  when citizens and journalists collaborate, everybody wins 



Check it out 

•  Visit our site: 
 
•  Read about us: 

•  Check our guides: 
 
•  Sign up: 

•  Contact us: 

newstrust.net 
 
newstrust.net/about 
 
newstrust.net/guides 
 
newstrust.net/partners/vip 
 
partners@newstrust.net 
 


