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About the book 
According to philosopher Michel Foucault, the 'history of the present' should constitute the 
starting point for any enquiry into the past and a critical ontology of ourselves. This book 
comprises a series of essays all centring on the question of the present or,  rather, multiple 
presents which compose contemporary experience. The collection brings together philosophical 
readings of Foucault which try to rework his thought in light of our present, together with 
practical analyses of our own moment which draw on his methodological approaches to 
questions of power, knowledge and subjectivity. Covering a range of topics including freedom, 
politics, ethics, security, war, migration, incarceration, the sociology and political economy of 
new media, Marxism and activism, Foucault and the History of Our Present features essays from 
Tiziana Terranova, Alberto Toscano, Judith Revel, Sanjay Seth, Saul Newman, Mark Neocleous 
and William Walters. 
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