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This map includes vehicle prowl reports (calls for service and case reports) reported to Olympia PD from Sept 1 thru Oct 15 2014. The colors
represent dates when multiple prowls were reported (9/20, 9/22, 9/28, 10/6, 10/9 and 10/12). The smaller green pins are prowls that happened

on independent dates.
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Twelve Ways to Improve Your Neighborhood Right Now
Adapted from training materials for:
Community involvement Training: A course in community renewal
Copyright 1999-2000 © Campbell DeLong Resources, Inc.

he following list is intended to introduce

the neighbor who has never participated in
a crime prevention effort to simple steps that
can be taken now to make a difference.

1. Report crime promptly. Neighbors
sometimes don't report criminal activity
because they don’t want to bother the police,
they assume police are too short-staffed to
respond, or they believe that there isn't much
an officer can (or will) do about a given
problem anyway. Whether the issue is graffiti,
petty vandalism, or something much more
serious, police cannot act without first hearing
about the problem from you. Calling won't
guarantee that police can fix the problem, but
failing to call can guarantee that they won't.
Also, don't assume someone else has called.
Make the call yourseif.

2. Report nuisances and other non-
criminal problems promptly. Examples:
Junked cars on front lawns, abandoned auios
in the streets, old mattresses left to rot in a
backyard, garbage dumped illegally in a
vacant lot. When you find yourself thinking,
“someone ought tc do something,” do
something. Call code enforcement, non-
emergency numbers, landlords, residents,
local business owners, or any other person or
agency that may have influence on the issue.
Then call your neighbors and ask those who
are also concerned about the issue to cali and
report as well. Then keep calling until the
issue is resolved.

3. Take away the opportunity for crime.
Think about your home, your car, and even
your lifestyle and ask what you could change
to take away the opportunity for crime. Lock
your car and never leave valuables, even for a
few minutes, in the car where would-be
thieves might see them. Trim bushes or trees
on your property that offer too-convenient
hiding places. Aiso irim where frees and

Citizen Involvement Training
A course in Community Renewal

bushes block a clear view of your front door
and address from the street or make it difficult
for a person to see out of windows in your
home. In short, make your front porch visible
and make sure your home looks like it has its
“‘eyes” (windows) open.

4. Meet the youth who live on your block
and greet them by name. This is one of the
simplest sieps an adult can take, yet it can
make a profound difference should there be a
future need for adults and young people to
speak to each other in the midst of a
neighborhood crisis. Also, it is difficult to help
form a safe and supportive community for
children without the adults and children
knowing each other. Even those without
children should know to whom the various
children in the neighborhood belong. In this
way, each adult is better able to help in an
emergency and is better prepared to discuss
problems immediately as they arise.

5. Make a list of the names and phone
numbers of every neighbor on your block.
Not just two neighbors — set a goal of at least
10 and preferably 20 or 30. Find almost any
citizen who has turned around a problem
block and you will find a citizen who really
knows the people who live there. Did you
grow up in a neighborhood where “everyone
knew each other” and find that today vour

-neighborhood isn't like that? That's true for

many people. That's not “society's” fault.
Instead, think of it as your own fault, and you
can fix it. Unless you know neighbors' names
and numbers, you can’t call them about a
concern or let them know about a
neighborhood problem. Learn the names and

"phone numbers of your neighbors fthis

weekend.

6. Make a list of landlords in your area as
well. As owners of property in the community,
landiords are responsible to the neighborhood

© 1989-2000, CDRI
www.cdri.com



and most are rightly concerned about the
health of the community in which their
properties stand. You can find out the name
and address of the person or organization that
owns any property, including the rental house
next door, by contacting your county tax
assessor’s office. Do it today.

7. Turn your porch light on. Do this every
night at dusk and keep it on till dawn. Crime
tends to decline in neighborhoods that are
well lit. Turning on porch lights is a simple
way to start this process. It also makes the
street feel more "welcome” o good residents
who are out for a walk in the evening. It
communicates a higher level of caring for the
neighborhood by residents. This can become
a daily routine or it can be accomplished by
installing a timer. 1t is also immediate — while
you wait for local government to install that
new street light that everyone is asking for, go
ahead and add a little more light yourself.
Then encourage other neighbors to do the
same.

8. Walk around the block. It sounds simple
enough, but neighbors benefit over time when
more responsible citizens walk about more,
particularly for those who are comfortable
doing it, at night, every night around their
bfock. At minimum walk around the block,
once every day, preferably at night if you feel
comfortable doing so. Take a moment to chat
with neighbors, including youth, when the
opportunity arises.

9. Drive slowly on neighborhood streets.
While we often call for stop signs, lights, and
speed bumps, we often forget that we can
organize a means to slow down neighborhood
traffic sooner. Remember that it is legal to
drive a few miles per hour below the speed
limit in your neighborhood. For example, if the
speed limit is 25, try 20 instead. Regular,
slower driving on neighborhood side streets

Citizen Involvement Training
A course in Community Renewal

by multiple neighbors will dampen the desire
of racers to use your street — it isn’t as fun to
cut through a neighborhood if the likelihood of
being stuck behind a car traveling at a more
respectful pace has increased. Also, do it on
every side street in the neighborhood, not just
the one near your home.

10. Pick up the litter near your home, even
if you didn’t put it there. Most people are
less likely to litter where they don’t see litter
already. You can help stop the growth of
trash in your neighborhood by taking away the
existing litter that attracts it.

11.Stay where you are. Stable
neighborhoods are built on the commitment of
long term residents who would rather live in a
healthy community than move fo a bigger
house. Communities reach stability when
conscientious citizens allow their roots to grow
deep and help transform a geographic area
that exists as a “"neighborhood” in name only
into a real community of involved people.
Please, stay and help.

12. Help your neighborhood association or
similar groups. If you are willing, decide
what greater contribution you would like to
make - then take the lead and do it. |If
leadership isn't your desire, af least make
sure someone in your household attends local
neighborhood association meetings. You'll be
kept better informed of the issues facing the
neighborhood and how you can help and,
perhaps more importantly, you’ll have the
chance to shape, guide, and participate in the
future of your neighborhood.

Finally, don’t stop at 12 tasks: Do whatever
else you can fo make your neighborhood a
safe and enjoyable place to live, work, go to
school, and raise a family. Remember: living
in a good neighborhood isn't a right; it's a
responsibility.

@ 19989-2000, CDRI
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VEHICLE PROWL PREVENTION

Vehicle prowls are the theft of property from a motor vehicle. Most are crimes
of opportunity through unlocked doors and open windows where victims usually
encounter expensive vehicle damage — especially to their windows, doors and locks.
Large parking locations like shopping centers, housing communities, parks and
schools are prime targets for a prowler since multiple vehicles can be hit in a short
time span. Also, prowlers know the odds are good that someone will leave a door
unlocked, a window down or keys in the ignition.

Unfortunately, vehicle prowls are very common. Luckily, they are preventable. Use these easy and inexpensive
tips to reduce your risk of becoming a victim of vehicle prowl:

PARKING & SECURING YOUR VEHICLE:

¢ Use a garage or secure location whenever possible ¢ Roll up the windows and lock all doors

Park in well-lit areas where your car can be seen ¢ Secure the trunk, hatches, bed-mounted tool boxes,
¢ Avoid isolated areas. Park near locations frequently and canopies

used by pedestrians ¢ Activate your alarm

¢ If you hear something suspicious (shattering glass)

<

Install anti-theft devices
or see someone looking into vehicles, call 911

REMOVE THESE ITEMS:

¢ Cameras ¢ Garage door opener ¢ Receipts/statements

¢ CD player and CD’s ¢GPS unit ¢ Store bags or packages

¢ Cell phones ¢ Jewelry ¢ Tools

¢ Checkbooks ¢ Keys ¢ Vehicle insurance, title and
¢ Clothing ¢ Laptop registration information

¢ Credit/debit, gift cards ¢ Luggage or bags ¢ Wallets

¢ Day planner ¢ Mail

¢ Electronic devices ¢ Purses

ANTI-THEFT DEVICES:

Steering wheel locking devices are easy to install and

inexpensive
¢ Car alarms are convenient and effective - Especially if
they disable the vehicle’s starter when activated

¢ Install switches to interrupt the fuel supply or Lock your doors & windows.

electrical systems Prowls are crimes of opportunity!

¢ Locking gas caps deters fuel from being siphoned Remove your personal property.

“Put your junk in the trunk!”

Use anti-theft devices.
Utilize visual deterrents. 02-10

FOR EMERGENCIES, CALL 911
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