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Black immigrants have been fighting
British racism from:.the: moment they
stepped ashore in. this couniry; this con-
tinued a tradition :established in the
countries they came.from. That struggle
has attracted the attention of white
socialists since thé ‘race riots” of 1958,
the Smethwick By-Election of 1964 and
more particularty. since:ihe. formation of
the National Front in 1967 and Enoch
Powell’s. ‘Rivers-‘of Blood’ speech the
“following. year. Our reécord since leaves a
" ‘lotto be:'desired; although to call it a
“total failure would: be 4 'crude and unfair
:simplification. In this final chapter we try
-to:come’ fo- terms' with' some of the
problems. we have’ faced,. and same we
have not faced, as a basis for discussion of
where we go from here. We feel that
many. of: these problems flow from the
lack of any such discussion: .

- 'The eséalation of the struggle in recent
years has made the wood difficult to see
for the trees = the pressing need to organ-
ise niext week’s ‘demoristration has con-
sistently upstaged atfempts to place our
day’ to day practice within a wider set of
theoretical .. perspectives..” To  many
sections of the Left; antiracism and anti-
fascism are simply reducible to ‘Smash

the Front’, Big Flame is within that
increasingly significant part of the move-
ment that thinks this position is
inadequate, We would outline the
following points as the political tasks for
an anti-racist, anti-fascist movement,

1. Politically defeating organised fascism
and organised racism by making them
organisationally insignificant. In the
short term this means combatting the
Nationa! Front and British Movement.

2. Combatting racialism within the white
working class, including the racialism
of the white left.

3. Support for the growth of an autono-
mous black movement as the first step
to real class unity.

4, To challenge the basis of fascism’s
appeal, in particular the false security
to be found in reactionary sexual
relations and a reactionary cuiture.

5. Fighting the state’s racism, particularly
the immigration and sus laws,

6. Support for struggles against imperial-
ism, emphasising the connections
between them and the challenge to
racism within Britain.

Most white activists concentrate
almost exclusively on the first of these

tasks. We hope to be able to argue why all
of them are necessary.

Big Flame argues that an anti-fascist
movement must simultaneously be anti-
racist. While fascism feeds off racism,
there are many more racists than fascists
and many racists who oppose fascists. For
most black people it is the racism of the
state — its police, its immigration and sus
laws, its educational policies — which
affects them far more than attacks by the
NF. The white left’s response to NF
harassment of black people, as at Brick
Lane, may be poor but it is generally a lot
better than our response {o state harass-
ment of black people. While an anti-racist
movement must be built, we shouldr’t
fall into the Communist Party’s trap of
concentrating on ‘Unity against Racialism’
and underplaying the importance of the
anti-fascist fight, nor should we do the
reverse, as the Anti-Nazi League did, of
concentrating on the. Nazis. Both
struggles are essential and' while beihg
closely related they sometimes demand
different approaches. In this chapter we
want to look at the international context
of racism and fascism and cxamine both
the ‘anti-fascist movement’ and the black
movement in Britain,

Racism and Fascism are International

-+ It is a fantasy {c suppose that an anti-
fascist anti-racist - movement can be
successful  without. taking an  anti-
imperialist ‘stand. Fascist movements gain
succour from' their brother organisations
elséwhere, so must the anti-fascist move-

- ment, For example, the NF have praised
the Chilean Military Junta which,
although not strictly fascist, is on the
‘right” lines. On the other hand, the over-

throw of the Portuguese dictatorship,
prompted by the defeat of Portuguese
tmperialism in Angola and Mozambique,
gave birth to a significant international
solidarity movement, attempling to
hammer home the defeat and encouraging
popular socialist developments there.
This mirrors the inspiration British anti-
fascists derived in the ’30s from the
struggles in Spain. The watchword ‘they

shall = not' pass’  crossed  national

boundaries,

Irefand. .

In Ireland, Britain’s oldest colony, the
British bourgeoisie has used vicious anti-
Irish racism — jokes, for example — to
justify its systematic exploitation of Irish
agriculture and industry over hundreds of
years. The magazine Punch, in 1848,




portrayed the leader of the Youn_g Ireland
Movement, John Mrtchell ‘asaviciois

monkey, while Roy: Mason former
Northern Ireland - Secreta_ ontmued
this tradition claiming th roubles in

Northern Ireland to bé: ‘ingrained” and
part of ‘the Irish temperament The
British State has learned” many Iessons
from the last ten vyears of ° m1hta_ry
occupation of Northern: Ireland, later

applied in Britain itself. The Spgcial:

Patrol Group and the use of riot shields
for control of civil disorder both surfaced
first in Northern Ireland.

Fascist groups like the NF have a clear :
forces im -

allegiance to the Loyalist
Northern Ireland. The Ulster Volunteer

Force, for example, regularly reproduces -

articles from the NF's Spearfiead dnd
more ‘practical’ support has been notéd
in combined NF-UVF gunrunning - enter-
prises. When the NF established their
offices in Belfast, the UVF wished ‘every
success to the NF in Northern Ireland and
trusts that it may grow from strength to
strength’. Loyalist News has regularly
echoed fascist ideas: ‘The time will soon
be ripe when the Republican scum will
make their final effort. Already the signs
are manifesting themselves, this time we
must give them the [fingl solution’
(181,71

The NF broke up an NCCL meeting.in.... .
Manchester in 1977 whose aim: had been:::
to oppose the Prevention of: Terrorism:
Act. In 1979 the combined tanks of 400
NF; BM and Loyalists harangued: the

BIoo_dy Sunday march in London w
mourned . the murder. of- [4 ¢iy
marchérs in’ 1972 in Derry by

Paratroopers and dlso dtticked Troops s

Out march-in: Glasgow The " anti-fascist

movement: must urgently draw the link:

betwecn racise and fascismy ansd len
support: fo the’ Ui Troops

Ireland Movemeént. and ‘campaigns: dgains
the PTA. The joint UTOM/ANL
through Fast Londonvin lhe summer:;o
1979 was a hopefulsigit’ biit: the lo
priority given to it By thb LLft show
there is much to bc done

Southern Africa
Racist media

coverage of

Sbuthe.r_ﬁ_
Africa, and particularly of Zimbabwe, of

the ‘drug-crazed terrorists murder white

missionaries’ variety may well encourage .-

people in this country to support Smith
or Muzorewa; but its primary effect is to
harden attitudes towards blacks in this
country. Racist whites will talk in the
same breath about sending ‘them’” all
homé and shooting ‘them’ in Rhodesia.
The NF realise this, Their first major
growth in 1972 was a result of cashing in
on the hysteria against the Ugandan
Asians. And they've undoubtedly got
their links with fascists in. Southern
Africa who provide both finance and
increasingly new recruits fleeing from the
liberation struggle. The Afio-Caribbean
community in Britain understands. the
link very well. Many of its menibers. feel
strong emotional and ideclogical links
with the liberation strugiles in ‘Southern
Africa and are aware that thé defeat of
racism can only strengthen their posmon
in Britain,

That the ANL conference pas'sed_._a
motion (despite the opposition of' the
Steering Committee) calling upon if ‘to
use its resources and membership to
publicise the liberation struggle and to
actively support initiatives taken in: this
country by the Patriotic Front, or groups
who work in solidarity with it’ md;cates
that at last the anti-racist movement is
beginning to take opposition to imperial-
ism seriously. Not before time — racism
in Britain doesn’t just have ifs roots in
Britain’s imperialist past. It's” also ‘a

- legacy of the failure of socialists in

effective - anti-
the chickens

Britain: to build an
mmperialist opposition -
“always come home to roost.
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We’re here because you were there
The - anti-racist * - and  anti-fascist
movement must take up struggles against
imperialism. Firstly because the success
of these struggles lessens the room for
manoeuvre of British and other capital.
The recent events in St, Lucia, Grenada,
Dominica and Nicaragua are important in
this respect. Secondly, the choices open

- to the immigrant working class in Britain

are enhanced by the weakening of imperi-

alism’s grip in places like Southern

Europe, Ireland and the Caribbean. Lastly,

racist consciousness must be undermined

by constantly explaining the real issues
surrounding anti-imperialist struggles.
This is no moral issue or one of
political *purity’; for an anti-Tascist move-
ment to gain ground it must tackle the
various bases for racist and fascist appeal
and must not cut itself off from the anti-
imperialist struggle. This realisation is
growing in Britain — the UTOM/ANL
demo and a desire to commit the ANL to
support for the liberation struggle in

Zimbabwe show this, But there is much

more to be done. In particular we should:

1. engage in sohdarlty work against the
kind of regimes that give encourage-
ment to racismand fascism — S. Africa,
Chile etc.

2. where possible try and draw the links
between Northern Ireland and the
anti-fascist struggle.

3. attempt to understand and give
support to the most progressive
aspects of struggles where immigrants
come from, most especially the

Caribbean,; India /[ Pakistan and

Southern EBurope. .

Sy

Picket of the Zimbabwe-Rhodesia Constitutional Conference, September 1979
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The Struggle against Fascism

It would be a mistake to believe that
fascism has no popular appeal or is just
the preserve of lunatics. It doesn’t appear
from nowhere but is the extension of the
everyday racism, nationalism, authori-
tarianism and attitudes to work and sex
which have been fundamental to
twentieth century capitalist societies,
This has many important applications
which those doing anti-racist work are

only just beginning to think about. It -~

means seeing as central to our practice
_ the undermining of the ideas on which
" the foundations - of fascism are  builf.
Obviously, Tacism is an important- key-
. Stone

it’s not the only one. We should never
argue that a political challenge to the NF
or BM is a choice. between ‘Smidsh the
Front’ or Fight Racism or Fight Sexism,
" It’s necessary to consiarntly challenge the
material divisions  of ' power within' the
working class from’ which fascism feeds
and oppose fascism i a’ “qualitatively
different way; ~not - reproducing the
sexism, racism, nationalism and so on in
the way we flght
Fascists-attempt {6 resolve’ thc crisis in
‘gexual relations (sée Chi3 “Up Against
the Wall’) by re-inforcing - -reactionary
sexual stereotypes - the" dependent
Mother, the Protectivé'Male — in the
service of Master Race and Nation. The
Anti-fascist movement’is cutting its own
throat oa those - occasions when such
stereotypes are glorified ‘in the cause of
anti-fascism’. The streetfighting man, who
~like 8t. George slays thie fascist dragon to
! ‘protect the helpless maiden’ does only
“damage to the struggle. Slogans like ‘We
‘are the IS Boot Boys’ and comments like
~'We smashed the NF ~ they were a load
-of cissies’ must be dispensed with.

- Anti-faseist: propégaﬁda:_

The genéral tendeticy of anti-fascist -

propaganda over the last decade has been
to, ‘equate the NF (quite correctly of
course) with Nazis. ‘However there has
also been a Tneglect of fascism’s
oppression of women and gays and a
constant danger of . reinforcing an
unwanted ‘spinoff’ from our NF=Nazis
propaganda, the common misunder-
standing that the NF are putting forward
an alien, anpatriotic philosophy imported
from Germany. Some of our propaganda
- has bordered on being anti-German. Of

“equal importance. s the . low:level of

understanding of fasc1sm apparent in
much anti-fascist propaganda. A usefiil S if
unnecessarily obscure article in Wedge
.- magazine showed this up — whereas the
“fascists have their: ‘World Jewish: Con-

spiracy‘ theory we have a ‘Pascmm as a.

Disease’ equivalent, s
The' language used by antl-fﬂsczsts is
often a real batrier t6 our understanding.
Terms like: rat, vermin and scum are
common and suggest that Ffascists are
essentially evil,. This is not g view of
people who are the product of specific
~historical circumstances butof: people
who have a fixed, unchangeable set of

in the fascist edifice and-we’ve:
argued the need to tackle it already, but

" ‘pecple.

characteristics. It is essentially an
irrational account of irrationality; theo-
logical rather than Marxist. Calling
someone - Vermin’ means saying ‘kill it’
which leads to the sort of abuses of ‘No
Platform’ we will discuss below. This view
gives no guide to how we ¢an attempt to
convert. the followers of the NF. This
problem is usually got round by making a
division between the leaders who are ‘evil’
‘and the followers who are simply ‘mis-

“guided’. Thus the real appeal that fascist

propaganda has to its followers is denijed.
Such an attitude is counterproductive and
cuts us off from communicating with
On -many: demounstrations, for
example, ‘scam’ is, chinted at anyone
who makes hostile ‘femarks, as if they
were all hardened fascists. A perfect
example of what anfi-fascist propaganda
must avoid comes from (wo New Musical
Express journalists writing in Socialist’
Worker who manage to remforce nearly
every reactionary stereotype:.. e

‘Face 1o face, thevre. far fortywh
wizened Nazi wankers hdving “flgeeid
fantasies of butch, blond Bavarign bopy
resplendent in !eather hot pants — they re
male menopause Boy Scouts who've been
flouncing through selected high streets
under a red, white and blue swastika since
1974.7(29.4.1978)

Anti-fascism and sexual politics
Fortunately, however, there is a sig-
nificant trend in the opposite direction.
One of the richest developmenis in the
anti-fascist movement has. been. the
organised intervention of feminists and
gay socialists. Sweeping aside the notion
that women and- gays dre victims to be
protected, a variety of women’s. and gay
anti-racist and anti-fascist organisations
have sprung up, such’as Women, Against
Racism and . Fascism; Gays :Against
Fascism and later Women and: Gays
against the Nazis, It is thése grouss which

"have been mainly - responsjble for
challenging the ‘Smash the Front’ Boot
Boy tactics of much of th

tl-fascxst
movement. T

Reflectmg the mcreased consclousness

and organisation of black women in
Britain who have played leading roles in
strikes like -the ones at Imperial Tvpe-
writers and Grunwicks, in  strugsles

against racist schooling and the sexist |

interpretations of the
immigration faws, there has been a recent
growth in black women’s organisations.
The National Black Women’s Conference
in March 1979 was soon followed by a
mobilisation against state Harassment of
black people and the number of black
women’s proups seems fo be growing.
Women - Against Imperialism groups too
are considering women’s struggles in the
context of imperialism. Although not
recognised generally as-part of the ‘anti-
fascist movement’ this is exactly what
these groups are. Without, them, the
struggle against fascism would be
immeasurably weaker, -

Alien culture?
Margaret Thatcher be!leves there’s a
threat from an ‘alien culture’ and the

“mew’ right wing backlash secks fo ro-

-establish traditional morals and values.
This is not something we can ignore to
concentrate instead on the bread and
butter 1ssuss Every day people are
$truggling with what kind of social
surround gives them comfort and stima-
lation. Youth especcially have taken up a

already racist |

fight for a new culture, again and again. :
One of the greatest strengths of the |

anti-fascist movement recenfly has been

its ability to provide a taking off point |

for a progressive culture and an alliance
has been made between anti-racist and
anti-fascist sentiments and this cultural
endeavour.

The bdckgiound of the ANL’s (and |
Rock Against Racism’s) popular support
has been the opportunity it provided for |

the flowering of an anti-authoritarian
yvouth movement, a movement which
involves many working class youth, both
black and white, identifying to an
important extent with each other and
with anti-nazism. At the same time
there continues to be an important

Picket of the Home Office by Asian women’s organisations, Feb. 1979
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: growth of an 1ndepende black cultur:
Examples range " from reggae“dnd
Notting Hill Carnival:fo black poetsilik
Linton Kwesi Johnson and ‘writers

Farrukh Dhondy with his: book. East
End qt Yoir Feet. On a whole number 6f
levels challenges are beifig made to. the;--

dominant bourgeois culty Tes

- No platform for fascis
Having gone to great
criticise the commonly heid_ ew

emphasise the vital im
Platform for Fascists
aspect of our politic
Platform we mean that: Fas §m
stopped from using public piatform
as Town Halls and television. Altho
fascism grows through the cracks
capitalist life and therefore attackin‘g

isations can still grow on their own; We
must constantly prevent::them
organising. : ;
The political slogan No P_latform for
- Fascists achieved by our “own:effor
follows from an understanding of the
nature and goals of fascist movements.
Firstly, fascist parties,

and discuss politics won by the working
class. Why should we allow ‘free speech’
to those who would take it from us?
Weighed against the lives of millions of
people, the fascist right to ‘free speech’ is
cheap rhetoric. Secondly, violence ig to
fascist parties as heads are to human
beings and every fascist movement has its
‘combat  organisation’, for - examplé
Hitler’s  Stormtroopers  ar © the NF%
Honour Guard. These are the organisa~
tions used to attack, intirmidate and
demoralise all those who oppose then.
Fascism will try to demonstrate ifs
strength and power, its Master Race
hature. While the NF at the moment

1o the decling of the NF§ v
._maJorzty_'- Qf members off the street by'

. opponents,: We should’
_policy, - support for any gr
ualthreatened.. with - fasczsr

‘No Platform by our own efforts _
“Many' anti-fascists have adopted g

uniike say the
Conservatives, do not accept the demos
cratic rights to organise independently

appears to seck power through parlia-
mentary channels: its' long-term ~goal
necessitates violence, Thirdly, fascist
parties are built on extreme authoritarian-
ism, with unswerving loyalty and blind
obcchence to  their Jeaders. There is
simply .no place for rat,mnai debate and
dlscussmn with them,

This understanding leads s to our No
Platform position. Some support  the
Labour Party and Communist Party view
that we should ‘Ignore them and they’il
go away’. All history has shown they
won’t just go away, Militant No Platform
activity =~ picketing - their “migefings,

counter mobilisations "to ‘their marches' h
and so on — are. absolutely riecessary to
dominish their influédce and disrupt their

organisation. Our act1v1ty has contributed
ite, Kept-the

.. comb
dividing. theit

whateveér the issue,

poh(,y of: askmg the police, local council

or the:Home! Secretary to ban the:NF .

. marches under: the' Race” Relations Act. '

CUTRE beheves that'this' pohcy whl
-'j-_';handmg over to the state_ the

smce stch actions are a way of + . thel
i orgamsations

“iHto oithe: N f:eld
'movement has not had the “force. to
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More recent events clearly show how
these bans make the socialist and working
class movements suffer most. For
example, the = widespread calls from
reformists to ban the NF’s march in Hyde
on October 8th 1977 was used by Chief
Constable Anderton as an excuse for the
most blatant collusion between him and
Webster, giving the NF the freedom of

‘Longsight, while holding up the Left in

Hyde and Stockport with 9,000 police
and helicopters at a “total cost of
£270,000 to the taxpayer. On 22nd
February 1978 Metropolitan Police
Commissioner McNee announced the

‘banning of an NF march due to. take

place in Ilford three:days latér. At the

- same time he banned a¥l marches for two

months — including several progressive
marches :Under these circumstances, to

“and i ithe “anti-fascist

'he'n our mobll;satmns

.. The: ANL had .
thxs eount the

" Picket of NF meeting, Blackburn 1976
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establishment supporters. When 80,000
gathered in Victoria Park (East London)
in April 1978 the NF were allowed the
day before the unprecedented freedom of
the streets of Central London. Worse still,
in September 1978, as Carnival 2
gathered its even greater numbers against
racismm in Brockwell Park, the ANL

leadership hindered support for a call to -
in the East End

defend Asian areas
against an intimidating NF march. Just
over a year later, the ANL leadership was
chasing along to catch up with the move-
ment, late in the day supporting calls for
No Platform in Leicester and Southall..

The abuse of No Platform

While we support No Platform we
must be wary about some of the abuses
of the demand. One is to believe that
counter-mobilisation alone is sufficient to
defeat fascism. Another is to glorify
violence against the fascists, setting up
‘goon squads’ for revenge and individual
acts of violence against fascists. Tit-for-tat
operations against individual fascists at
their work or home do not advance the
struggle and place the whole anti-fascist
movement in danger via reprisals. The

hard core ideological Nazis will not
change because of being beaten up and
many of the periphery can be won over

by. argument or ostracism, while
assaulting them could be counter
productive.

‘Only one thing would have stopped
our movement — if our opponents had
from the very beginning smashed the
nucleus of ocur movement with the
utmost brutality.” This quote from Hitler
has been used too often and too
approvingly, We hope this pamphlet
shows how limited such a view is.

: The rac;sm of the stale has been
constantly undereshmated by the white
left " and. . anti-racist: movement. In
Chapterq Two (‘Roots) and’ Three (‘Up
Against - the -Wall’) - we: “"Have.:already
exammed it

‘non-patrial’ in: new

(which' had its: ongms in: the: previous:

Labour ; Government), Startmg from the:-'_
false problem: that” there are: too many .

‘non-patrial’ (ie:: usually.: black) imini-

grants able to: get'inand: too many able

to ‘slip through the met’ by simply lying

The Struggle against Racism

in $Somie. - detail, However, "
the new. Tory Government s} mtensﬂ’ylng: :
this" racism : and: brmglng in. more Tegis- -
fafion to back it up. They are strengthen—_.
ing the racist’ division present in exnstmg S
immigration laws bbtween patnal"dnd
1mm1gratlon law
proposals and- a’ new N’atlonahty Act

- are - refused entry

to infensify’ ¢
illegal immigrant

the possiblé-

dependents, - includm
grandparents is restriC

ful campaigns to coritest’
facist harassment ~sanctioned b
laws: such as the successful:
against the deportation of Abdul Azad,

The size of the demonstration called by a
very wide range of organisations within
the black community on 25th November
1979 has shown the strength of feeling on
this issue. Following it, much work needs
to be doneto build good, local campaigns.
The role of the white left is clearly to
energetically . support such initiatives
against stafte “racism from the black
community. It5 other main task should be
to make a mmuch: greater effort to tackle
the racialismt of the white working class.
Support for an autonomous
black movement

One of the most enriching experiences
for the whole working class in Britain
over the last decade or so has been the
development of struggles coafidently
waged by sections of the black working




class. There has been the emergence of
autonomous organisations, both of black
revolutionaries and more generally black
youth, particularly Asian. Big Flame,
unlike most of the whiie left, offers
unconditional support for these organisa-
tions, We do this both out of solidarity
with the daily needs and battles of black
people and out of our understanding of
how the revolutionary movement and its
party will be built.

The working class is divided because,
although the whole class is oppressed and
exploited, certain sections have greater
material power relative to others. Thus in
general factory workers have more power
than the unemployed, men have more
power than women, older workers have
more power than school students. What is
most relevant here is that white workers
have more power than black. Because of
the rewards that go with these power
differences the more powerful are, in
general, refuctant to give up their relative

privilege. Class unity cannot develop until
certain struggles have been won by black
people, and white working class people
have realised that their real interests lie in
taking power from the bosses. Class unity
can only be maintained on the basis of
the stremgth of those sections which are
at present weak, because only then can
the weaker sections force the fact of their
relatively greater oppression onto the
political agenda.

Most white leftists will say that
current black organisations are too local,
lack national cohesion and that they do
not advance what we call revolutionary
politics. This is the sort of arrogance
black militants have come to expect from
us. The white left continually. confuses
‘separatism’ with"a political concept of

‘autonomy’. While the influence of the

autonomous groups is growing, that of
the separatist, black nationalist groups is

declining under the influence. of class .
issues brought to the tore by the'crisis'. A

- forced by
" groups.
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The autonomous groups see the issues of
race and class as intertwined, accepting
the need to overthrow capitalism and
imperialism with unity with the white
working class on their own terms. The
need for the socialist wing to grow within
the black movement is crucial for the
development of revolutionary politics in
Britain, but there is no way these can be
‘interventions’ from wh;te

When bIack peopIe decide to join
(white) left groups they play an' essential
part in educating. wh1te revolatidriaries
and developing the political line 6f the
group, But we would argue that the prime
role for any black members would nor-
mally be, wherever possible, to conttibute
to the growth- of ' the autonomous
revolutionary: ' fendencyin the " black
working class, anid that this is where the
political activity of the vast majority of
black revolutlonarles w111 and should
take place L

The Anti-Racist Anti-Fascist Movement

Big Flame _beheves that the fight
against racism and fascism must take the
form of broad fronr organisations which
bring together those in the Labour Party,
Communist Party and - revolutionary
groups like owuwrselves, This is for two
reasons. Firstly unity is necessary if the
struggle is to be at all effective. No single
party or group can achieve much by
itself. Secondly working inside broad
fronts gives us the opportunity to argue
in front of more people for our revo-
lutionary politics rather than reformist
positions and convince them that only
the former can successfully challenge
racism and fascism. Examples of broad
front organisations are the various
Committees or Campaigns against Racism
and Fascism which sprung up all over the
country in the mid [970s.

Before 1976 the numbers invelved
were  very smalll. On  the numerous
occasions when the reformists were

unwilling to organise opposition to the
NF demos, a hardy band of anti-fascist
activists spent untold weekends
galivanting all over the country; running
down backstreets inpursuit of the fascists.
We became obsessed with the problem of
numbers, The number of demos organised
by the NF gave us little breathing space in
which to convert the necessary numbers
to a No Platform position, so we solved
the problem in the short term by organ-
ising regional bodies, such as the North
West Anti—fascist Comniitice, so as fo
centralise our ability {o produce propa-
ganda and draw on wider areas for demo
fodder.

This was followed by the establish-
ment of the National Anti-racisi Anti-
fascist Co-ordinating Committee  and
brought significant improvements in our
surveillance of the fascists and our know-
ledge of developments around  the
country, as well as our ahility to trans-
port the already committed around the
couniry. The spring and summer of 1976
marked an importani watershed in the

AF struggle in the country: 4000 anti-
fascists, 50% of them black, marched in
Bradford against the NF; and a few weeks
later a similar-sized demo opposed the NF
march against Relf’s imprisonment
in Birmingham. Blackburn anti-racist
Alliance broke the back of the National
Party with its demo in September.

This escalation of the struggle owed
little or nothing to the strategy of the
Anti-fascist Anti-racist Commitiees; it
comprised the mass emergence of black
people onto the strects to oppose fascist
marches and activity on their doorsteps —
the NF made the mistake of provoking
the black community directly and has
been paying the price ever since, for, as
black people have arisen in their self-

defence they have inspired Jarge sections .
of the white working class to take g -

stance against fascism.
The forces paraded at Lew1sham in
1977 summed up the new stage of

struggie. The NF hopmg it could earch
through and jntlmlddte a predominantly
black area, was faced by a massive mobili-
sation of black people to defend their
area, a_considerable force of white anti-
fascists, including women, gay, youth,
trade union and other contingents. We
almost stopped the NF marching at all,
as it was they managed a short trot. The
police vowed never to allow anti-faséists
to deprive thcm of conirol of the streets
again.

The national ARAFCC Conference
Antl«fasmst/ant1~rac1st activists,
meeting:. in  the WNational ARAFCC,
decided that the time was ripe to create a
national body to co-ordinate the AF/AR
work. that was already happening.-The
draft aims of this: new organisation; to
be formed at the conference in Fune
1978, were ‘to wige. and help to' co-
ordinate a struggle. against racism dnd
fascism in all their aspects’, to build ‘the

Anti-fascist demonstration in Blackburn, 1976
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widest support amongst the working
class’ and to build ‘mass mobilisations
against the racists and fascists’.

Coming as it did at a time of the
escalation of the struggle and the relative-
ly recent entry into it of women, gays,
black organisations and trade unionists,
the conference was almost bound to
explode. There were those including
feminists who were involved because of
the centrality of sexism to fascist
ideology and practice, gays because they
were increasingly the target of fascist
attacks, trade unionists whe had come to
understand fascism’s historical role of
destroying independent working class
organisation, and black groups reflecting
the new found confidence of the black
community. Virtually everyvone had
different reasons for being there, and this
proved to be more important than what
we had in common. This was not helped
by an overtight agenda with much com-
petition for speaking time and Ilittle
chance (o get to know each other’s
perspectives, There was also a deep
division between those who wanted a
National Steering Committee elected at
the Conference and those who wanted a
delegate committee based on the existing
local AF/AR committees. Given all these
conilicts it is not surprising that this
aftempt to build a unified and democratic
organisation failed.

Arise the ANL

However, probably the main reason
for this failure was the rapid growth of an
alternative organisation, the Anti Nazi
League. The ANL represented 2z radical
and welcome departure from traditional
forms of AF activity. For the first time
the AT struggle began to develop into a

Police protect the NF at Lewisham, August 1977

mass movement. Its alliance with RAR,
the enormously successful Carnivals fused
together a mass cultural movement,
expressed through music, and a political

campaign and gave us a bridge to tens of

thousands of people, particularly the
young. The campaign overtlowed with
energy and enthusiasm, it was success-
fully carried into all sectors of society.
Trade union branches against the Nazis,
Women against the Nazis, Gays against
the Nazis, and particularly in some towns,
football supporters against the Nazis
which began successfully to fight back
against the racism of many footbal
supporters which was threatening to
become a very Important recruiting
ground for the NF. The campaign has
undoubtedly played a major role in the
massive electoral decline in the NF and
driven a wedge between them and many
potential supporters.

At the same time the ANL failed to

deal with many of the problems and .

weaknesses apparent in past practice and
has compounded this with the creation of
quite new ones. For the SWP the ANL
was an attempt to counteract the media’s
‘Red Fascists’ smear which had followed
Lewisham, while for seme in the Labour
Party it was a chance to counteract N¥F
electoral gains in Labour stronghelds.
These motivations account in farge part
for the two key weaknesses of the ANL —
its failure to adopt the No Platform
position in practice, and its failure to
tackle racism. Many racists such as Sid
Bidwell have been able to pose as anti-
racists by associating themselves with the
ANL.

Those of us who held a No Platform
position and recognised the importance

of anti-racism failed to organise ourselves
sa as to be an effective force within the
ANL and influence its development, Had
the ARAFCC Conference not collapsed,
we would have been far better placed as
an organised force within the ANL, buf,
as it is, the only organised force inside the
ANL seemed to be the SWP. Unfortunate-
ly, it seems to be true that the ANL is
fading away since the general election.
This was most obvious in the failure to
mobilise full opposition to the murder of
Blair Peach and the Scuthall trials, ie.
at the point where the state displaced the
NF as the main antagonist, We need to
understand why this is happening if we
are to draw full benefit from the experi-
ence of the ANL.

To the winter of 79

Much of the explanation lies in the
attitudes of the Labour Party and the
SWP. Labour saw the ANL primarily as
an clectoral machine for fighting the
NT at the ballot box, and consequently
allowed it to stagnate last winter during
the long wait for the election. Electoral
work is only one amongst other tasks,
but even for just this purpose the decision
to keep the ANL on jce until the clection
was a mistake — many ANIL supporters
were altowed to drift away and did not
return in May 1979. This need not have
been the case, and in some areas like
Nottingham the local activists managed
to keep the mass of supporters involved
with the ANL.

As for the SWP, it has become in-
creasingly clear that its decision to
concentrate on building an anti-Tory
campaign in the trade unions has involved
pulling out of the ANL, Obviously it is
wrong to expect any socialist organisation




to' devote ‘all of its energies to just one
area of class struggle but, having done just
that in relation to the ANL since } 978,
.thé SWP’s more or less complete with-
drawal“'since leaves a bad ‘taste in the
mouth.:Had:the SWP a much wider con-
_ ception of: ARAF work .than stwkmg the
‘Nazi label on the NFit would realise that
there is no clear line ta be drawni between
anti~-racism and ant;-fasc:sm and the rest
of the ¢lasg’ ‘struggle. The. example of
sectoral: AF/AR .Ofganisations like Rail
‘Against the Nams shows how combattmg
-dms;ons Within:ihe  “workforce ‘can
_contnbute to bmldmg ‘rank: and- file

sohdanty It. xs ‘crucial fa: 1ntegrate thesc' :
aspects’of the strugple together at'a ‘timie
when ‘the: Tories are launchmg s1mu1ta11—._-

eols’ offenswes agamst trade unions and
black 1mm1grants L

Nevertheless 1t wouId be wrong to
reduce the!giestion of the ANL’s decline
o the attitudes of: Labour and the SWP.
The rest of the revqutmnary left sought
to change the 'ANL in the wrong way —
by committing the ANL conference to a
whoie list of advanced political positions

preference to fighting “for' those
p05it10ns amongst rank and file ANIL
supporters. =As: d‘consequence of this
resqutmnary soc1a[1sm the rump of the
ANL hag some Very: good paper posmons
but: little or ‘oo practice based on them,
Again, nnportant exceptions indicate that
things could have been different: Mersey-
side " ANL, : for  instarice, publishes a
régular bulletin: of: articles fakirig up the

historical roots of ‘racismy and the need to
fight the immigration faws, thiis making.
mentbership . of: the. ANL . ther¢ a Teal

eduéational; dnvoEvmg experience; a

brzdgc between a gut. hatreci of. fasmsm-

'and socuhst conscmusness :

LFor a[l "thesc ‘Teasoms the y NL has

faﬂcd in-practice: to go beyonc! the task:it. -
initially set itselfiof simple opposiiion.to:.
the: NF, Havmg set themselves"such an
'nan'ow task: the; leadersth ‘0 the SANE =

saw-ilittle reason’ for. cartying’ on:after

- defeating the ' NF 4t the ballot hox: No._.:'_ -
doubt. the ANLE or somethmg fike it will*
" Fise again - whern the ‘Fascists pick them~.___ _
selves Up from. the floor, but we questxonﬁ s

whether- the -ANL- type of ‘organisation,
despite - 1ts successes

. of the old

:s sufﬁment En_

combatting
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‘

'too far for anti—racnsts to base our fight

against the’ 1mm1gratmn laws on it, and

yet there is no credible alternative to the

ANE for fighting fascists, nor is there

likely to be.

The Present and the Futurez

The Tory govummcn[s actudl and-ﬁ"
proposed l’LStFlCtiOl’ls [e1i N 1mm1grat10n and :
voked “an: opposition; .
which has already ‘gone beyond these. '
immediate attacks to:challenge the racist::
. anti-racists can ‘win for i* in the whife

nationality have:

immigration: Ia WS airea'dy pdssed For two

_decades the: racists have' had it all their -
‘Own way over immigrafioniThe success.
‘of the 'ANL and the’ dcmonsirdtlon on.

25th November 1979 agdmst immigration
laws are the bedrock:ionwhich we can,

and must, build a movement which will.

attack the roots of British racism. Moving
from defence to attack i§ the only way to
consolidate the succésses’ of: the ANL.

November 25th marked the advent of

a new forée in Br[tzsh pohtus - larg
numbers of black ‘people taking to the
streels to oppose: 1mm1grahon faws. The
future of that ‘movement witl depend o
some extent on how much support white

working  class, Uniortuna[ely, the
response of  much of theleft to this
development has been g Simplsstu, repe-
tition of ‘No to all Immigraticn € ‘ontrols’,
We have to find ways of- domg anu—rdust
work amongst whites parailel to'the black
movement, and kc,ep OUr. rioses out of
black politics wapt whcn dsku[ for
support, : ;
Big Flameé

regartis “all 1'mm!gr;'1't:on

‘controls as racist dnd incompatible with

communism, but disagrees with those
who want to demand adherence fo the
slogan ‘No to ali Controls’ as a condition
for taking part in the campaign against
the new proposals, Thére are enough
problems getting unity around opposition
to the 1971 tmmigration Act. Getting the
‘correct’, ‘principled’ political basis first
and trymg to build thé movement second
is a recipe for condemning ourselves to
the margins of politics., Similarly we must

avoid  the munipu!a[ive,_ patronising
attitude of much of the white left
towards black organisations believing

they can teach the black movement how
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to achieve unity. A more worthwhile task
is the hard work of fighting the arbitrary
arrests, detention and deportations of
black  people right now as part of our
opposition to the existing laws.
Don’t abandon ship .
What also concerns us is the number of
socialists who are abandoning anti-racist

and anti-fascist work for ‘the struggles of

the moment’ against the cuts and the
Tories” attacks on the unions, As we have
already said, AR/AF work should not be
compartmentalised off from the rest of
the struggle. Chapter One showed how
Fascism and Fascist ideology are linked
to Capitalism; that Fascist ideas are more
extremne versions of what passes for
commonsense in this society.

- Chapter. Two established that our
society is. drenched in racism. derived
from Imperialism past and present. That
racism,  in all its manifestations, is an
ongoing - barrier to the development of
working’ class unity and to our ability to
organisé and struggle -for our needs.
Slogans such as ‘Blame the bosses, not the
blacks’ barely touch the surface of racist
ideas; that approach is based implicitly on
the assumption that racism can be put
dowit: to the current Capitalist crisis; it
can’t. It is no good:simply proving to
whites that black people are not to blame
for unemployment and housing problems
so long as whites consider that they
deserve. rights over and above those of
blacks. "Accepting that blacks should be
below you makes it easier to accept that
bosses ‘and others should be above you.

It is in: this sense that a race which

enslaves another cannot free itself, A
phenomienon like racism which has been
built and refined over hundreds of years
cannot be countered by a quick campaign
around catchy slogans.

- While racism and fascism are more
than simple expressions of capitalist
crises, they can take on new and more
dangerous: forms during such periods,
Chapter Three looked at the specific form
they havé taken during the present crisis
and argued- that this crisis is much more
complicated than a matter of economic
difficulties, but also included political,
ideological and psychosexual dimensions.
It concluded that fascism is not the main
danger, but racism and particularly the
state racism most obviously expressed in
the immigration laws,

At the moment it is the struggle
against immigration laws which is taking
off; last year it was the ANL. The tragedy
is that often differcnt sets of people have
been involved in the two struggles, thus
reproducing the sectionalist nature of
post war class struggle. Anti-racism will
no more ‘deal with the NF in passing’
than the ANL made serious inroads into
racism. We need to do both, and to link
up AR/AF work with struggles in the
workplace and of women, tenanis, gays,
the unemployed, and youth, and against
imperialism, It that sounds like creating a
mass socialist movement, that’s becausc
we need one. Fascism succeeds because
socialism fails; the reality of racism and
the danger of Fascism will be with us for
as long as Capifalism and Imperialism
survive,

{Above} Sit down in Brick Lane, August 1978

(Below) March in Southall in memory:of Blair Peach, May 1979

Photo: John Birdsal!

Phata: Union Place Col




Recommended Reading

CHAPTER ONE

Big Flame, Fascism and Sexuqlity (Big Flame)

Daniel Guerin, Fascism and Rig Business (Monad)

Joe lacobs, Out of the Ghetto: My Youth in the Eqst End, Commumsm
and Fascism, 1913-1939 (Janet Simon)

Maria-Antoinetta Macciocchi, ‘Female Sexuality in Fasc:st Ideology .
Feminist Review No. 1, 1979

Wilhelm Reich, The Mass Psych ology of Fascism (Penguin)

Alfred SohnuRethaI Economy and Class .S'tmcture of German Fascism
(CSE Books)

Jill Stephenson, Women in Nazi Society (Croom Helm)

Leon Trotsky, The Struggle against Fascism in Germany (Pathfinder)

Mihaly Vajda, Fascism as a Mass Movement (Motive)

CHAPTER TWO

CHAPTERS THREE AND FOUR

All London Teachers against Racism and Fascism, Handbook on
Teaching Against Racism (ALTARE)

Bethnal Green and Stepney Trades Councils, Blood on the Streets
(Bethnal Green and Stepney Trades Councils)

Big Flame, ‘Black Autonomy and the Class Struggle’, Revolutionary
Sacialism No. 2,1978

Big Flame, A Close Look at Fascism qnd Racism (Big Flame)

David Edgar, Racism, Fascism and the Politics of the National Front
(Race and Class)

Gay Activists Alliance, Anti-Fascist Handbook (GAA)

Stuart Hall, ‘Racism dﬂd reaction’, Schooling and Culture No. 4, 1979

Stuart Hall and others, Policing rhe Crisis: Mugging, the State, and Law

lohnson Asiegbu, Slavery and the Politics of Liberation (Longman)
Michael Barratt Brown, The Economics of Imperialism (Penguin) -
Michael Crowder, West Africa under Colonigl Rule (Hutchinson)
V.G, Kiernan, Lords of Human Kind (Weidenfeld and Nicholson}
V.G. Kiernan, Marxism and Imperialism (Edward Arnold)

David Killingray, A4 Plague of Europeans (Penguin)

National Association for Multii-Racial Education, Africen History —

What do we teach?

A. Sivanandan, From Immigration Control to ‘Induced Repatrigtion’

(Race and Class)

A. Sivanandan, Race, Class and the State (Race and Class)

Class)

1978

and Order (Macmlﬂun)
Institute of Race Relations, Police against Black People (Race and

Vic Seidler, ‘Masculinity and Fascism’, Achifles Heel No. 1,1978
Martin Thom ‘Anti-Racism: lnfecuons of Language’, Wedge No. 3,

Veronica Ware, Women and the National Front (Searchlight)

Martin Walker, The Netional Front (Fontana)

In addition to these books, pamphlets and magazine articles, there are

a number of periodicals it is worth reading regularly especially

Third World t¥irst, Ger Off Their Backs (Third World First)
Eric Williams, Stavery and Capitalism (Andre Deatsch)

Searchlight, Race and Class and Race Today.

SOCIALIST REVOLUTION —
THE ONLY ANSWER
Capitalism  means war, unemployment,
poverty, sexual and racial oppression, Big
Flame doesn’t believe in patching it up with
piece-meal  reforms  through Parliament.
Nothing less than the destruction of the
capitalist state will pave the way for socialism.
Socialism means the end of all forms of
exploitation and the creation of a free, equal,
and classless society in which all human
beings witl be able ta realise their potential.

SOCIALISM — A STRUGGLE OF THE
WHOLE WORKING CLASS

There's no substitute for the mass involve-
ment of the working class in the struggle for
socialism. People must fight for their own
freedom. Nobody can give it to them.

Unity cannot be imposed from above. 1t
must grow out of the struggles of the working
class, Socialists have a duty to recognise the
differences that capitalism creates to hofd
back our unity — and to fight to overcome
them. We support the struggie of wamen,
black people, gays, and youth against their
special oppression, We support their right to
their own independent organisation.

Ultimately, Big Flame believes in the need
For a new revolutionary party of the whole
working class, which will play a leading role
in the struggle for socialism. There is no short
cut to the creation of a new party: thousands
of independent socialists and militants must
be won to the idea that we need it.

BIG FLAME AND WOMEN'S
STRUGGLES
We are active in the women's movement and
the socialist ferminist tendency, where we
fight for:
A Wornan's Right to Choose on abortian,
contraception and sexual relationships.
Freedom to walk the streets without fear
of sexual violence.

Refuges for battered women.

An end to the division of labour between
men and women, inside and outside the
home,

AGAINST SEXISM AND RACISM
Big Fiame supports the struggle of black
peeple to live in equality and free from the
fear of racist attacks. We support their right
to farm their own independent and self-
defence organisations.

We fight for the Anti-Nazi League to take
an anti-racist stand against ali Torms of official
harassment of black people.

TROOPS OUT OF IRELAND NOW!
Capitaiism is international. The struggle for
sacialism and national liberation abroad aids
our fight against British capitalism. The inter-
national unity of the working class is crucial.
We are in sofidarity with all socialist and
republican movements fighting to free Ireland
from 8ritish imperialism. We support the
United Troops Out Movement and call for the
immediate withdrawal of British troops and

self-determination for the lrish people as a
whole. A united, socialist lreland will assist
the liberation of the British working class,

iN THE WORKPLACE

Our aim is to build independent rank and
file organisations opposed to the reformist
feaders of the trade unions. We support the
fight for higher wages, sharter hours, a lighter
work foad, and for full pay - work or no
work, Differentials deepen the disunity and
we want 1o see them narrovwed. We oppose
redundancies, incomes policies, and every
device to increase exploitatian.

IN THE COMMUNITY

We argue for closer links between the
struggles in the community and those at
work. We fight for better, community-
controlled public services and for decent
homes for all,

If you agree with us, why not find out more
about us? We have branches or members
in many cities throughout England and Wales.
Send off the form if you want to find out
more about Big Flame,

To Big Flame, 217 Wavertree Road,
Liverpool 7.

I'would tike more information
about Big Flame.

Please send me & copy of
Introduction to Big Flame.
| enciose a postal order for 18p,
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The Past Against Our Future
-fighting racism and fascism

The winter of '79 has turned out different from our
expectations. The National Front is down, but not
out. The Anti-Nazi League has lost much of its
momentum. The Government is attacking the black
community, but black people are fighting back.

It is necessary to consider the past to be able to
decide how best to shape the future.

This-pamphlet tries-to show how we can go beyond
the success of the ANL, by knowing our enemies

the struggle continues.
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and knowing ourselves. The Carnival is over but
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An analysis of the restructuring of education which argues
for taking struggles further than fighting the cuts and wage
battles. Sections on teachers, pupils and parents, as well as
the experience in Russia and China.
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Quarterly magazine of Big Flame. Subscription: 4 issues for
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