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This pamphlet is the product of several years of collective
activity by the Big Flame Anti-fascist/Anti-racist Commission.
We have tried to break down the separation between “thinkers’
and ‘doers’, between theory and practice. The authors of this
pamphlet have been active both locally and nationally in the
struggle against racism and fascism in their trade unions,
communities,  anti-racistfanti-fascist committees, ANL
committees and other organisations. This active involvement
has enabled us to continually enrich our theory and under-
standing so that we can be clearer about how we go forward,

The struggle against racism and fascism has seen an
enormous upsurge in recent years, many important events have
happened and new forms of struggle have developed. Demon-
strations such as Red Lion Square in 1974, the 4000 strong
march in Blackburn in 1976, Lewisham in 1977, Leicester and
Southall in 1979, The racist murders of Gurdip Singh
Chaggar, Altab Ali, Michael Ferreira and many others as well
as the tragic deaths at the hands of the police of Kevin Gately
in 1974 and Blair Peach in 1979. The appearance of mass
activity by the black community in response to racist and
fascist attacks. The increase in state racism — tightening the
immigration laws, increased use of ‘sus’, increased harassment
of black people by the police. The attempt to build a demo-
cratic, national anti-fascist/anti-racist movement based on local
committees and the birth of the Anti-Nazj League and Rock
Against Racism with their mass involvement and massively
successful carnivals. The appearance of the Gay Activists
Alliance and Women Against Racism and Fascism and the
consequent challenge fo sexism within the anti-fascist/anti-
racist movement.

We feel there is a need fo analyse these developments, in
order to learn from our successes and faitures. The 1920s and
30s need to be re-examined to gain a clear understanding of
the nature of fascism as a mass movement. Similarly a look at
the history of British imperialism gives us a better under-
standing of the British racist state of to-day. We also need to
recognise that we are not dealing with the capitalism of the
30s. There have been major changes and knowledge gained
from the past is not a substitute for analysing the present
crisis and current forms of racism and fascism.

Chapter One, All our yesterdays, looks at the fascist move-
ments of the past in Italy, Germany and Britain. We feel there
is a need to avoid using the term fascism loosely, to describe
every form of authoritarianism as fascist, because we are then
likely to make the wrong decisions about how to fight it
politically. At the same time we try to show that fascism is not

an ‘alien’ philosophy, that its ideas are frequently more
extreme examples of the sort of commonplace and ‘common-
sense’ ideas that already exist in our society.

Chapter Two, Roots, examines the historical basis of the
racism that exists in our society today. After a detdiled
examination of the development of imperialism, it attempts
to explain the deep-seated racialism of the white working class,
and outlines the racist immigration laws that have been intro-
duced by successive British governments over the last two
decades.

Chapter Three, Up ageinst the wall, is an analysis of the
crisis today. It examines the general move to the right in
British society over the last few years: the attacks on liberal
ideas in education, on unemployed ‘scroungers’, on women’s
rights, the development of ‘scientific’ racism and the calls for
more law and order to counter black ‘muggers’. Although the
growth of the National Front and the British Movement are
important events during this period we have not done the
usual ‘expose’ on the Nazi background of their leaders. This is
covered in many other books and pamphlets, some of which
are mentioned in the bibliography. Therefore we have
examined some of the more neglected aspects of fascist
ideology including the attitudes towards women and sexuality,
We also discuss the racism of the British state including the
‘sus’ and immigration laws in the context of the move fowards
a more authoritarian form of rule which has been described by
some as the ‘strong’ state.

Chapter Four, Fightback, looks at the anti-racist/anti-fascist
movement, at its successes and failures. We discuss the
importance of international solidarity work, the impact of the
women’s and gay movements on anti-racist/anti-fascist
struggle, the debate over the position of ‘no platform for
fascists” and the need to support an autonous black movement.
The history of the ARfAF movement is considered from the
origins of the various local AR/AF committees, through the
prowth and decline of the ANL up to the present.

In this pamphlet we have fried to come to terms with the
problems we have faced and some we have not faced in the
recent past, as a basis for the discussion of where we go from
here. We hape that it will not be just another ‘nice read’ to be
put away on the shelf, but will provide a basis for the debate
within the anti-racist/anti-fascist movement. There are many
questions still to be resolved and we would never claim that
this pamphlet contains ‘the last word’ on fascism and racism,
But we do befieve that many of the questions we raise have
been frequently neglected in the movement and are vital for
understanding and fighting racism and fascism,
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Fasc:sm :n !taly and Germany

In the mtroduction we pomted out the
political importance of ciefm_mg clearly
and unambiguously what is meant by
fascism. In Chapter one we intend to do
this by looking at it historically. In par-
ticular we shall describe how fascism was
able to take over the state in Germany
and Haly in the 1930’ and explain why it
was less successful in Britain,

Fascism as a Mass Movemen't; SR

Fascism: has been called the revolt of
the petty bourgeoisie. Obviously there is
more to it than that, but it is true that all
fascist movements to date have been based
on this section of society. During: the
eighteenth and ninefeenth centuries two
-higtorically new and powerful classes
developed along with the establishment
of large-scale industry — the bourgeoisie
and the proletaniat. The {irst owned the
means of production; the second nothing
except their ability to work, which they
sold to fhe bourgeoisie to exploit for
profit. This division of capitalist society
is still with us today, despite our rc]atlvely
higher standard of living.

There was, and still is, a thlrd “class:

‘the " petty bourgeoisie, who ‘owned their
own means of livelihood.” In this class,

were small tradespeople,’ shopkeepers,
handicraft workers and peasants.” This
class has for over a hundred yeéars been
gradually decliningin numbeérs and power,
because of its inefficiency in compétition
with productiondine” factories and large
scale agricul{ure. In fact; the Comtiunist
Manifesto, written in 1848 by Karl Marx,
predicted that theéy would sink into the
proletariat  and = disappear  'as. an
independent section” of modein society,
They remained on the scéne, however,

and by the end of the first world war had._-'._".

been joined by a new ‘middle class’.

engineers, designers; téclinicians, doctors'

managers and 306N, '3Although*t

no economic: indépendence
‘middle  class) | considéred:
stiperior to the w 5.

- comniunist
makers: who ‘had  to be. removed.-

part"y:'."'.was i the’ 'Nntionel‘._ ‘Socialist

: "'G'e'r_rn'a'n_._ Workers: Party, or. NSDAP). By
“socialism they ‘meant for the benefit of
zally irrespective of ¢lass, not the abolition

of classes For them 1ndustr1a1 strife’ was
ic. to:the: opposmg interests: of
'onﬂictmg c!asses ‘but- was the result of
agltators . arnid ‘trouble-

practlce therefore thel:r movement was

€57 anti-working class 7 opposition to
o capitalismi stayed at theii_"level of

professors and manage
with no union:to’ back

than the wori{ers in the factones Normaliy" 5
pol:tically reserved th' it loss of pnvﬂeges

iated. the': worktng class; who ‘were
hrough “the:
orgamsations

ant;—capitahst cand -anli-labour.;

accurateiy, though “thejr: anticeapitalism

was: nothmg Hiore: than: jealousy and
frustration; ak; faﬁmg to’ become capitalists
themselves.: For this they bldmed finance
capital’ which; through the ered;t systém,

they believed was responsrble f mﬂatron

and bankruptc1e~; .
& They saw: the solution as a
soc1ety,'-

ctassless
But not. in’ the socialist sense of

the word: they warnted a society based on’ :
class - collaboration where there. was a.
national intérest over and- above ‘clags
‘So: ‘they came-:to.support:

interests. .
National' Socialism (the full name of ke

propaganda

Strexigth:of - their, -
o malntam ‘theie living:*
standards. to some: extent: "The 1deology_"i_'
of: the: petlt bourgeome was thus both

More . " sons, forced off the laid into'the: factories

“ too reeent}y to wacquire: working. class
. cOonsciousness,
. backing the fase;sts R

: .:"iacked
1 ¢ould: never have wasan orgamsa‘uon to
‘. represent . _
i "bourgeéoisie - had. their economic-power,
~.the: workerg’ the’ trade’ unions; they had
‘nothing. Their diverse political inierests
‘prevented thern: agreeing. om a political
. programame, “oft. & rational set of ‘ideas,
-‘eXplanations - and"-arguments.

“The, petty: b'ou.rgeouue were Jolned in

: the fascist movément by other sections 6f
“society. War veferans,.

especially:- the
officers; were hard hit by unemployment,
and:’ looked back’ nostalgically’ to: the
comradeéship of the trenches They were

" ashamed: of tosing the :war and blamed
" this"on’ a so-called: ‘stab in the: back’ by

the fraitorous politicans who negotiated
the Treaty.of - Vérsailles.”  University
students; most: of . them from- prwﬂeged

- backgrounds;: had na chance of getting a
L job. but: equaily, nothing bt contempt

for the organised working class. Peasants®

;were also promment in

What " this. “divérse - group of peop]e
and:; because of | their; diversity

Ttheir: " 'class - interests: The

_ “And yet
they shared a sense of deep resentment
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. against the Weimar Republic they lived in,

And so they. could onty build: a movement..,
in which faith was substltuted for reason L
myths ~for-

action for understandlng,
analysis, and scapegoats for real enemies.

They relied on symbols fo weld them-_
together, on large demonstrations with -

hundreds of flags, drums and marching
bands to give them a feeling of belonging
to something; to a movement capable by
its  magic -~of - transforming’ their
disappointment into hope, their power-
lessness: into strength. Within this
movement there developed the specific
form ‘of ‘Grganisation ; without .1
fascist ‘party can exist — thi
squad; the stormtroopers a paratilitary
orgamsatmn to-give ‘an cuﬂet to. their
violent . desperation;: to givé. them the
feeling,: and the ‘veality of po the
streets, a fist |

wag Calted th
"B_I'owﬁshi'r't_s), Hin
~the’, Blackshirts;,

whlch o smash the

from the Italian. word for a bundle: _of ;
- sticks; : :

Iike: 1]
_powerless as 1ndlv1duals,-._

- workers;: -the

“‘were sfrong.

-Fasclsm i Germany
“The - National Somahst

by 1923 ‘thit SA controlled by Hermann
(}00 members in Bavaria

i+ Hitler tried in vainito emulate
Mussohm by organising a ¢oup in Bavaria
and marchlng on Berlin: This first attempt

was a. total-faifure, and Hitlét was jailed,; .

being released after nine months. From

1924 to 1929 the influence of the party.

declined in; proportlon 45 the economy

) stabxhsed and gréw through the help of

farge American - investment “under the
) wes plan, butin 1929 the stock 'market

ogether, they ..

i L CGerman’:
" Workers’ Party (NSDAP) was founded by
- Hitler in 1920, and: grew rapidly- during

the economic <risis: ‘of the. early twenties;’

he USA- oﬂapsed and 4 new economic -.
shook the:” capltahst “world. The
Tty - began to rev;ve at a dramatlc:

rate as the voting flgures in the natzonal
‘show: =

-8’00 000

1928 ]
1930 7 6,000,000
1932 13,000,000

_..By: 1932 it was the largest party in the
Reichstag,  the” German parliantent;: and
the SA was 300,000 strong. in January of
1933, Hitler was appomted Chancellor,

powers fasc1sm needs, he requ 'ed a two-
thirds’ majority in the Relchstag New
electlons L were therefore alled, in

as the- govermng party, they had control
of the press, but, more unportantly, the
SA gave {heni control ofithe streets: the
Brownshirts wére set. 100s¢ in‘an orgy of
violence to 1nt1m1date polmcal ‘opposition,
during whl_ch 51 peopledied and hundreds
were badly injured. Even then, the Nazis
did not “have:the two-thlrds majority, a

problemi whtch" hey ‘solved: by jailing all
the commumst party deputms and some

_of the social democrats, With the majority
“"__thereby assured;
=:baying for’ blood outside the Reéjchstag
conipasgédan Enabhng Bill* ‘of: Mareh 23rd,

“giving  Hitler

cand’ the ‘Brownshirts

the power ‘e - wanted.
The frue anti-working class nature of
“ascism_can be seen from the speed with

- which the' Nazis destroyed, the labour

' unemployment:

“After the 1919 elections,

"movement: the independent trade unions

were abolished on May 2nd and the trade

“unioh offices and funds were taken over.

The trade union leaders were arrested
and ‘thrown ~into ‘whaf later became
knowh ‘a¢ the concentration camps. On
May  10th, “the German: Workers Front
Wwas §et up; its leaders were appointed by
fhi¢ Nazis to collaborate with the bosses,

‘the' ‘right " to strike was “abolished and

industrial sabotage  beécdme punishable
by death: On July l4th; the Nazi party
was declared the onIy Iegal pohtmal party
in Germany. -

Over- the next few years ‘the (Jerman

-working class- suffered terribly while big

business; able to increase its exploitation,
-nade huge profits, The unemployed were
given jobs at-rates of pay little higher than
benefit: - -and . regular
workers took a wage cut to pay for it.
Fascism reached its logical extreme in the
gas chambers of Belsen and Dachau where
six. million. Jews died, together with
‘countless numbers of Poles, communists,
soc1ahsts gays; gypsies and democrats.

Fascism in Italy  ~

As with most of Eurnpe the end of
the first world war saw the outbreak of
inass ‘working class struggles in Italy.
in which the
socialist party wt)n'th_c' largest number of
seats, the factoriés were occupied by half
a million. workers m 1920, and the
pe,asants N orgamsed “themselves  into
cooperatlves and unions to obtain better
‘conditions from the rich landowners.
At the sameé tlmc the first tascist squads
were  being | organised by Mussolini.

Theijr first operations began in autumn
of 1920 as the factory occupations werc
comlng to an énd. They opcrated initially
in’ the countryside, and it was no



coincidence that their first target was the
communes of Emilia, which still held
econoniic power in their hands; Their
appearance on the scene was a godsend {o
the capitalists and rich landowners, who
were increasingly desperate in the face of
the demands of the working class and
peasantry.. ) I I
.. Money and arms were therefore
liberally. provided. to the. fasmsts by the
landowners and; mdustnahsts ‘and  the

police; army’ and courts came out in more
or less: open support - fof: them After
destroying. the pedsant; orgamsatlons the
fascists turned the;r attentlon to the cities

administrations;
offices in: Mila nd Genoa and ‘gecupied
the port of Genoa the stronghold of the
dockworkers ‘union:: Bourgems Jaw. and
order turned A bhnd éyve. o ali this,

In odpbér'{.- ;:9'-2
the bla(',kshir't's_’_-' T

¢ nnm;da’sc pOhth&l;
1924 electlons With'

a majonty in: péﬂ1amcnt “after . thege

élections he gradually mtroduced new laws
to break the'wor_ ng_ciass orgamsat1ons
complete!y 5 S ehmmdte - political’
opposition. On O_ctobcr 1925 the bosses’
organisation, he: General Fedcratxon ‘of
lnclustry, i
exclisive right' to fepresent the Workers;
and in Novemb the: rlght o strike was
abolished; - the::
labour orgamsaﬂons followed In 1924 all
polmcai partles opposed to the regtme
were dIssoivu‘I

Camtallsts now: had the r1ght to. f;x
wages and to cut them if they so wished:
The result was a cut in’ real wages for the
working class from 1927 to 1932 of over
50%. The unemployed were found jobs in
public¢ works at less thari the rate for the.
job, which in turn brought down the.

wages of all other workers. Asin Germany, -
independent’

the. . smashing of the
organisations of the workmg class allowed :
capitalist profits to increase. T

Fascism and B1g Busmess R
And so; in [taly and. Germany the

results of the fascist takeover were clear -

- destruction of the orgamsed workmg

abour exchanges -and: ¢

- competitive’

class, and booming profits for big business.
Nevertheless, it would be a mistake to say
that fascism was an unwitting tool of the
capitalists. After all, large numbers of
fascists had been recruited on the basis of
opposition  to, big. business. More
importantly, the degree of organisation
and party loyalty which was necessary to
weld the fascist parties- together. gave
their leaders. an immense: bargaining
power, and a .partial autonomy .from the
precise. needs of capitalism. Fascism can
be distingunished from regimes such as the
Chilean Junta by the fact that it is an
autonomous mass movement, not just a
gang of generals who rely on a non-fascist
police. and - military to carry out its rule. -

anfed the fascist unions the: |. =

'The ﬂower of Fascism’ by quseppe
Scalarini: the. petals of bzg business: the

- banks, and dgriculture reveal'clubs “the
violenice of Fascism o

Even so6, a fasc:st takeover wouId ive
been impossible withiout thé fmanc;al_and
political backing of important' éction
the bourgeoisie; so it beconies ;mportant

to.know whatit: was-about the position-

of German and: Italian capitalismi which

made it resort fo:fascism: rather than stay

with bourgeois’ democracy B

Italy after - thé war was a mamly
agricultural: country, ot yet: capitalzsed
but:: with a we_]l developed labour
movement. ;. Fhe." “probléms. - of - the
hourgeoisie focussed on the twin needs
for.capital accumulanon and an: infra-
“striicture on’ WhJCh to:lay the basis of a
“capitalist : economy.- . In
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concrete terms. this meant electrification,
the developmeént of a’car industry, an
efficient transport system, mechanised
agriculture andthe means of: 1ncreasmg
the exploltatlon of the workers e

In order to carry out thls major
restructunng ‘of - the: Itahan economy,
the. bourgemsze needed to bé fn overall

_control: This had never ‘been the case; and
‘atithe end’ of the War while the Itahan

bourgeo1s1e was: econommally weak and
polmcally dlsorgamsed the working class
was foo strong:to be exploited sufficiently
to be forced ‘to; pay: for the costs of the
¢conomic restructunng This sittiation of
extreme political” ¢risis could only be
resolved by extreme measures. -

The bosses needed “the fascists to
destroy the organised working class; to
create the conditions for capital
accumulation they needed.them as a
strong state power to . establish: an
infrastructure by dictatorial methods.
The modern Italian motorway system is a
monument to the extent to which that
infrastructure was established, on- the
backs of sweated labour

By_contrast,_ Germany in 1929 was one
of - the .. most .. developed . capitalist
economies in the world and concessions
granted to the working class ensured co-
operation with the state by a significant
section of the class. Nevertheless, there

“were sections of German capital, notably

heavy industry, who faced a crisis of
profitability - because. of the world
economic. crisis. They wanted a cut in
their workers’ wages and a. market in
which to sell their goods, Germany had
no overseas empire —.it had fought, and

lost, the first World War for a “Place in
the. Sun’.  TFurther, the- inabiity to
maintain 2 strong government eventually
led; through ‘Article 48" to the
Chancellor taking over from parliament:
The Nazi party were clearly attractive for
those looking for a strong government.

By destroying 'wo_r_king ciz_tss
organisations:the Nazis.could force down

“wages; and by massive piblic spending,

particularly on armaments, they could
create the necessary market for the goods
of heavy industry. This increase in public
spending was inflationary, and. was of
course paid for by the working. class
through, for example, forced saving, the
savings then to be ‘lent’ fo the state for
an indeterminate length of time,

Fascasm ln Bmaun

In ‘Britain the ‘final solutlon to the ™
capltahst crisis 'was not fascismi’ Why the:.

difference? The conventional explanation
is that 1t couldn’t hdppen here’; as if to
say - that there’ is “somcthing csscnhallyi
‘British* which prcvcnts & fascist takeover.,
We reject: th1s ndnsetise and look to the -
econoric,
which expiam the differences, i

Firstly the economic crisis was: less !

“political - and  social factors -

‘'severe in Britain because to some extent
it. could’ be passed onto the ¢oloniés of
the empire, which provided & sotrce’ of
cheap raw materials and a captive market.
Secondly,  ‘the British bourgeoisie. had
learned, by extending the voté in'a piece-
meal and gradual way over a hundred
year period, that universal suffrage and
legal reformist parties could contain the
growth of working class and revolutionary

‘organisations:
The British Union of Fascists

The strong belief in parliamentary
democracy was a Dbarrier to the
development of a mass fascist movement
which is itself anti-democratic and anti-
parfiament, Nevertheless, during the-
[930s there was a well organised, and at
times threatening, fascist minority called
the British Union of Fascists. The BUF
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Mosley’s verbal attack.: '

was formed in 1932 by Oswald’ Mosley
At its height, the BUF had a membershrp,
at most of 35,000, concentrated inafew
specific areas — London,; Manchester,
Leeds and the south coast resort towns, It
was never able to grow in areas where the
labour movement and socialist: fradition
was sirongest — Scotland south Wales
and the north east.

It . was able to recruit the support of
individuals from the establishment
aristocracy and intelligentsia,. and for a
time the press baron' Lord Rothermere
and his Daily Mail, which ‘constantly
heaped praise on the Blackshirts and their
policies. Even so,: the fascists were never:

able to win the.supporiof important.. '

sections of the -ruling “class, and “in -
particular of - big -busidess. While it -
recruited some working class: people

its turnover of new recruits was high;and:

workers were put. off by “the class
composition of its leadership, which was:
mostly ex-army offlcers arrstocrats and
gentry.

publication of ‘The
which emphasised a number 6f themes to

atiract support from possible sources. of

discontent. These themes (almost idetitical”
with those of the National Front today:
except for racism) = were. i youth,

nationalism, anti-":

anti-communism; -

. chauvinism was the
.. policies and propagafida:’ In the - Britain
" of the thirties national chauvinism meant’
: absolute belief and support for the British :
Empire, and Mosley, stressed. this to the
- hilt. However, Germany had-Iost her '
.-'-emp1re “after her deféat in the war and by
. the late 1930s her need for a large market
clearly began to pose a-threat td. the
‘British . emplre The -result for British

semitism and an attack on the political
establishment, or the ‘old gang’ as they
were called. Like the National Front
later, the BUF was essentially opportunist
and rapidly ditched policies when they
failed. 1o get« support. :

~The BUF was.al pains to project
Mosley as : the: “Leader’. (‘Fuhrer’ - in
German means leader) inspired by vision
and powers denied: to lesser mortals;. fit’
to rule directly the destiny of the nation
like a political-superman. Accordingly,
the BUF was a-one man show, with, Mosley
making all: the: decisions, which were:to
he carried outloyally by the rest of the
organisation. To attract support and create
a sense:of purpose for the. membership,
viclence - and ‘action’- were always just
below. the surface:of the BUF's public
image: when the:‘crisis’ came, it would :
come down to @ trial: of force between
fascism and communism, To this end, and
like all fascists; the BUE. took serrouslyﬁ
the building of a: combat organisation, :
paramilitary training and the holding of
provocative rallies’ in" situations where
they could guarantee opposition, to:
‘blood’ the new Trecruiis and. create a
fighting solidarity i inthe streats.

As for all fascist’ ‘movements; national-
drock of the BUF’s |

pohtms wag “that'™ patrro’ﬂsm came: to :

S -:---mean defence of: the’ empire: agamst the
The BUF was founded wrth the
Greater. Britain’ ,':'-'_

threat from: Gerrnany T was 1mpossrbie

i this sitliation to be_ o}

ime: time support Hitler's fascism.. The:

¥ Fascist movement in Britain, led by Oswalé
i:._Mosley and his Blackshlrts foundered on
o the very réck on which it hoped to build.

Tt wolld be temptmg, but mrsleadmg,

o concliide that the BUF failed simply

because of the various objective conditions
outlined above; this would be to overlook
the role of political movements in making
history. It is important to recognise that
whereas Germany and Italy had to tuin
to fascism to bring in state intervention in
the economy, very similar state planning
was achieved in the USA (Roosevelf’s
New Deal) and i fter the war

A Fascist child responds
without such dramatic measures. At the
same time, we mustn’t forget the
clumsiness of the BUF or, most important
of all, the opposition of the working class,
to which we now turn.

We have explained why, it Germany-

and Italy, given the economic and political
situation, fascism was the only possibility

of restructuring the economy- for the

continuation of capttalzst_ production. :
Was then the victory of fascism inevitable
in these two countries? In both Italy and -

Germany one essentral COHdl‘l’iOn for the
victory of fascism was
defeat of the working class. For the
working class too has asolution to. the
crisis of capitalism — SOCTALISM. Arnd. it
was very much the revolutionary attempts.
to overthrow capitalismi- that scared the
bourgeoisic so much that they were
willing to surrender at least a significant
part of their political power to support
the fascists in destroying this threat

Italy
In Italy at the erui of the war the
militancy of the working class increased

- the political.

to reach 1ts revolutronary peak of: 1920
Al geries of -qtnkee by the metalwworkers
particulariy irithe: Fiat works in Turin,
spread throughout the northern: centres
When' the: owners ofiar MlIan car i factory
threatened ckout v the  workers
refaliated by occy ying the factory “This

P

spread to: ofher: centres and at. its peak

500 Iarge enterprrses meiudmg ‘the most
1mportant “ones; were. under the controI
of the workers councﬂs G :
-Although . the workm had
considerable’ power ‘its: hands nerther
the - Ttalian Socialist: Party (PSI) nor ihe
Ifalizn Communist Party (PCI) understood
the neced to seize “state- power A few
infellectuals, partrcularly Gramscr “did
have this understandmg ln May 1919 he
wrote :
“The present phase of z‘he class ftggle
in ftaly is the phase that precedes en‘hér

the conquest of political power by the
revolutionary proletariat or a
tremendous reaction by the capitalists
and the governing caste.” With no cleas
political way forward the factory
occupations ended when the employers
conceded many of the demands of the
workers. The result was a decline in the
political power of the working class and
an inability to respond to  the fascist
threat.

Germany

In Germany the working class had
achieved considerable power after the
first world war and this was expressed in
workers councils, However because the
councils were dominated by highly skilled
workers their aims were concerncd with
their function as producers only and they
distrusted ‘politics’. On top of this, the



ability of the Nazis to offer an apparent
sexual and social security (sce later) and
through public works such as the
autobahns, jobs for the unemployed
(Keynes,  the economist-planner,  had
‘much praise for the Nazis), made “it
difficult for the working class parties to
make much headway. This was not
helped by antics of the two main parties
- the German- Social Democratic Party
(SPD) and the German Communist Party
(KPD).

‘The SPD believed in the parhamentary
road to socialism and had participated in
governing the Weimar Republic since the
end of the war. It believed in legality at
alk costs, Even when it was clear that the
Nazis didn’t: give  a damn - about: the
constitution,’ even when it was clear:that
the Nazis would destroy the working class
organisafions, the - SPD- leadership did
everything within its power to hold back
the rank and file foliowers from mounting
effective opposition on the streets. ‘Don’t
provoke the Nazis’, they-said, ‘leave it to
the goverriment’. At the same time: the
ruling class, through the government, was
turning a blind eye to the illegal activifies
of the Nazis and their actions were
preparing the ground for a Nazi takeover.

And when the government itself broke
the constitution in taking over the SDP-
controlled Prussian government by a coup
d’etat, the SPD did nothing,

Under these circumstances the KPD
were in a posmon to appeal to the rank
and file. followers of the SPD for working
class Unity against the Nazis. Their failire
to do so was a result of the disastrous

policies of the Comintern. By 1929 the

various national communist parties Were
completely subordinate to the Stalinist
leadership” in  Russia.
‘social fascism’ injtially put forward by
Stalin in 1924 had bécome the official
dogma of the ‘Comintern. According to
this theory, social democracy was the

major force propping up the Weimar:
Republic and was thus ‘objectively” the
‘moderate’ wing of fascisni-which was the:
combat organisation” of .the bourgeoisie.:
The major enemy- was: therefore not the.
Nazis but the SPD: Rathier than regarding.

the rank and file followers of the SPD as

working class:militants with' illisions in’
social democracy and appealing for usnity:

on a. class basis; ‘they weré regirded: as

‘the most reactionary and backward part:

of the: working: class 1% Rather:than
fight for unity in the-factories on’ 4 class

The “theory of
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basis the KPD set up théir, own union in
opposition to that contro]led by the SPD
The resnlts were disastrous o

Divisions - within the: workmg ‘class
were: strengthened the influence of the
KPD in the’ factoriés diminished and the
working class as a whole was weakened.
Thi$ policy reached its ludicrous extreme
in July 1931 over a referendum.” Initially
the KPD'" had gone against its policy of
011.1} joining a ‘united fromt from below’
and called on the SPD to join with them.
Wheri ' the "SPD-. leadership’ refused” the
KPD stood. on its head: and united with
the Narzis in*attempiing to oust the SPD
government from Prussia. -

The result of the policies of the SPD
and KPD was only to add to the political
and - organisational - confusion of the
working class. Effective working class
resistance to the Nazi take-over became
impossible. A political defeat led to a
physical extermmatmn

Brltam _

“The =~ most . famows © antiBUF
mohilisation ‘oc¢curred at Cable Street in
London’s Fast End on 4th October 1936.
Although this didn’t stop the BUF finally
and  there were many other important
actions around this period, we can look at
what happened up to October 4th to sece
the forces behind - anti-fascism at ‘that
time. The major working class organisation
was the Labour Party. Iis reésponse to the
growth of the BUF was similar to the way
the SPD responded to the fascists in
Germany. The initial responsé in langriage
similar to today was, “ignore them and
they'l go away’. This changed after the
BUF’s anti-semitic’campaign in the Bast
End to another policy, equally familiar
today, of calling on a supposedly neutral
state to ban their demonstrations and
Paramlhtary orgamsauons pee

Cnmpai'ed to' Italy and Germany, the
British Cormmunist. Party was very small,
By the time the BUF appeared on the
scene the Comintern had dropped ifs
‘social fascism’ policy and was in favour
of the ‘Popular. Front’., The  various
national commmunist parties were  to
attempt to bring the official trade union
and social democratic parties into joint
activity and pronouncements. against the
fascist parties. Some Labour Party
members did work with the Corhmunist
Party but, as Joe Jacobs points out in
Ot of the Ghetto, it was the rank and
file, including many non-party members
who led the ‘way. Considerable efforts
had to be put in to get the CP leadership
to drop a planned march in solidarity
with the Spanish Republican Movement
for that particular day and much of the
work to mobilise people for the East End
march was done without _guidance or
official support. As it tumed out,
hundreds of thousands marched and took
up the slogan of the Spanish Republic
‘They shall not pass’ and siopped Mosley
from marching.
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Fascism does not appear suddenly out of
nowhere, neither are its ideas and beliefs
absurdities far different from those'in the
heads of ‘ordinary’ peoplé. Many: of the
ideas are prejudices common ifi bourgeois
society taken ome step. further: Thus
‘“we’ll always need leaders’  becomes
unquestioning lovalty. to Uthe ' Fuhrer,
‘a woman’s place is in the home’ leads to
women being regarded as .. breeding
machines to provide the nation with
soldiers. B S S

Fascist ideclogy is therefore : a
thoroughly bourgeois ideology which
does not challenge the capitalist system.
However, there are contradictions within
this ideology which led many to suapport
it in the sincere belief that it was a radical
challenge to the status quo. Many’ fascists;
for example, believed that the socialism

in National Socialism was for real and:

believed they were building a party to
smash the bosses. In this séction  we
therefore intend to look more closely at
various aspects of fascist” ideology “in
order to gain a better uniderstanding of
its mass appeal. SRR
The Socialism in National . .-
Socialism L mia
Fascist organisations both in.the past
and present have attacked the:capitalist
system in outspoken terms.. The:odd
paragraph in National Front News would
not be out of place in the papersof the
revolutionary left. The guestion then.is
whether these aitacks on.the capitalist

system are genuine, or just a ‘con-trick” to .
attempt to win support. amongst -the

working class. B SRS S
What we have to understand is that
this anti-capitalist propaganda of the
fascists is based ona misunderstanding of
what happens at the heart of capitalist
production. According to the fascisis
there. are two types of capital —
Industrial Capital (or Productive Capital)
and Finance Capital. In the former the
workers and capitalists jointly produce
commodities and justly share tl"_ie rewards
— profits for the bosses, wages for the
workers, T o
Along comes the moreylender (Finance
Capital) demanding a share ‘of ‘the bosses’
profits on the money in ‘the form of
interest on the money loaned’ to' the
capitalist. Unlike the boss, who has been
productive, the moneylender did nothing,
lheis a parasite and hence deserves nothing,

- In the real world of capifalismi this
division between Finance Capital and
Industrial Capital is not so cléar cui. All
the wealth is produced by the labour of
the workers in transforming "the raw
materials of productiop into the finished
commodity. That part of the wealth
produced by the workers for which they
are not paid is divided up between the,
boss and moneylender. They are both
parasites, and in the real world very often
the samie person or the same corporation,

The point about the theory is that it
had enormous political implications for

the German Naz:i's.".Fi'r"sﬂ'y,' it 'énéblet_i__tl.fle"
NSDAP..to win _the support of anti-
capitalist workers without at the same

‘{ime antagonising the bosses. Secondly

the real class ‘struggle between workers

and capitalists could be obscured under

the smokescreen of ‘a mythical ‘battle of

iabour _and. industrial capital . against

Tewish’ usury.. Thirdly it supported the.

Nazis?; racial theory - mnot only could
anti-semitism b _ 5,
but also in terms of the allegedly parasitic,

role Jews played in the economy as,

financiers. . t.oeeee e
Other Strands in Fascist Ideology:

. Fascism .is not just a -theory of -race
‘allied to a theory of capitalist: society.-1t
is a theory of social and personal relations
with: strong ties {o authoritarianismand
patriarchal forms of: social organisation:
The authoritarian -tradition in: Germian
political thought had: been: dominant
gince the. failure.-of the bourgeois
revolution in 1848.-The -failure - to
establish the bourgeois: rights: and beliefs
of the French revolution — a-free press;
tepresentative: government freedo for

pihiatd &b : Crieant

be justified in racial terms,

‘the

. The NSDAP also incorporated. into
its programme elements of the ‘Petty
Bourgeois Socialism’, of the pineteenth
century. Under threat . from the
development of large scale industry, this
movement advocated, a- return:fo a. pre-
capitalist mode of: production'and the
old property relations which went along
with them — guilds in imanufacture and
patriarchal relations in agriculture. These,
in fact, became. the: demands;of -the Nazi
‘Guild - Socialists’ - and: - ‘inspired. the
corporations  of . the. Third - Reich. The
main importance of this item of ‘political
programine = was: - its cantribution to
swinging . the:: pefty:‘bourgeoisie. behind
the Nazi - party. Their: attention was
eagerly directed: to the alleged. fact that
all the large refail stotes were in the hands
of the Jews, and that: this spelt ruin for
the small~ shopkeeper.: Thus: the anti-
semitism of the NSDAP could provide the
link between the separate. items. of their
programme ‘arid;: the congcicusness of the
petty bourgesisie: ;=i ik
Anti-semitism




“philosophical -

in Europe. The earliest attacks on usury

were anti-capitalist, but, becatise of the
Chtistian doctrine, tended to bée couched
in religious ferms. Christianity, and this
was especially true in Germany at the
time of the Protestant Reformation, was
thereforc the greatest persecutor of the
Fews.

From the sixteenth century on, anti-
semitism became what has been called
‘an entire system of religious, political,
social, cultural” and "economic illusion
which penetrated into the very mafrow of

the bones of the German' artisan” and

peasant classes. And becatise of his role as,
usurer, as mediating the process of ruin of

these classes, the Jew became identified .
in the petly bourgeois corscionsness with

change. . and " the  various
and’ political  ideas “and
institiitions ‘which facilifited the breakup
of the guild’ and’ patriarchal order  —

social

democracy, liberalism,’ tepublicanism,
rationalism, materialism, free - trade,
capitalism; - socialismi: and revolution’

(Robert™ Black, - Fascism. in Germany).
Thais the moneylender appeared as enemy
number one to the Gérman peasant, and
in so far as He was more often than not
Tewish, the equation Jew equals parasite
was not difficiit for the Na21s ta put
across successfulIy

"The threatened world ‘of the German
petty bourgéoisié was haunted by the
twin spectres of capitalism and socialism;
between which its own power was bemg
squeezed. Rather than knowingly t_ake
sides with eithér of these classes against
the other, the petty bourgéoisie was more
readily wooed by Nazi demogogy which
placed them’ both in cahoots against the
poor shopkéeper and peasant, The linking
factor was anti-semitism: While Moses
Kohn sits in the directors meefing,
advocating a policy of firmness’, said
Hitler, ‘his brother, Isiac Cohen, stands in
the factory vurd stirring 4p the masses.”

During the latter part of the ninetéenth
century: the so-called:science. of race had
been dcveiopmg ‘Writers such as Couni
Arthur de - Gobineau,. the ‘father:o
modern . racismy
Chamberlam deveioped the theory that
the ‘racial: question’ was .. ]
importiant problem in hiStOl’Y T
taken : over;"

history . as: the hlstory of the mcw"_ e
struggie _dngl opposed to tHe: MdI‘X]St v;ew. ;

stru gglé-.'__-_ :

For 'the: Gérman Nams the supreme

race was the: Aryan race and its:basis was:

the berman ‘middle classes, those hit most
severely durmg

a ‘Jew1sh Conspiracy . of

weakening the * punty of the race.’

‘It was and’is’the Jews who bBring the:
negroes.into: the Rhineland, always with :
the same’secret thought of théir awn'of
ruinipg®: the  hated white race: by the ...
necessarily resulting bastardisation:. .. o complete: our picture. of fascist ideology
deprive’ the white race ‘of the foundations
fora soverelgn ‘existence through mfectlon_i_;_

from lower humanity’ — Hitler in Mein
Kampf. (Note that the National Front are
careful to blame others — the Tiberals’
etc. — for ‘bringing in the blacks’) _
This theory was based to a large extent
on the ‘Protocols of the Learned Eiders
of Zion’; which was claimed by anti-
semites fo be the authentic minutes of a
series of meetings of Jewish leaders in
which they planned the overthrow of the

world. Needless t6 say, it has been clearly

demonstratéd that the.docunient was a
forgery of the Tsarist secrei police in the
early years of this century, but it
continues to turn up in fascist fiterature
to this day as proof’ of the” Jewxsh
conspiracy’,

{.aw for the Protection of German Blood and
German Honour .
‘Marriages between Jews and nattona]s ot" German or
similar blood are Torbidden.”
‘Jews are forbidden to hoise the Resch ‘and natlona.l
flags, and to show the Reich coloitrs. They are on the-
other hand allowed to shnw the Jew1sb co!ours

- Wilhelm Reich_ :

and - Houston Ste”wzi:rt' :

'feelmgs
REeo chlldhood seX

¢ economic’ crisis: Thel'_.
whole ‘tliing; accordmg to the Nazis, was -
World- o
Government “The Jews were dehberatciy
sabotaging'‘the economic base of' the:
Aryan civilisation: and at the same t1me..'-.

In the eyes of the NSDAP thlS threat
to the Aryan race had fo: be:removed,
and the basis laid forithe final" golution’,
As early as 1919, Hitler pomted out that
‘Rational anti-semitism’s Gl i final
objective must unswervingly: be . the

removal of. the Jews altogez‘her (our-

emphasis), It is cléar therefore that the
Nazis” aftempts to liquidate -the Jewish
people altogether in the:gas chimbers. of
Belsen, Dachau and . Auschwitz was: riot
some insane diversion- . from:.the: true
nature of fascism, but a.logical résult. of
everything the Nazm stood for ‘and
always had stood for... :

The Problem of Understandmg
Fascism

One of the- weaknesses of: the “anti-
fascists of the thirties was their’ lack of
understanding of - what' " fhey “were up
against. In general; attempis to explain it
were exclusively on the basis'of 'r'}ih'étée:ri'th
century Marxist” pohtlual T ecdnomy.
"ustnan Marxxst

: “ Nazis
ecause most people
ear freedom have

This is
: g cohtfo’versial
4t he put most of these
down to. the  suppression of
hty hy the authorltanan

about Reich s

family: :
Now; while:'we: dont acceyt that a

) psychologlcal anafyms of: iascxsm provides
S full explandtlon we'also re}ect the
“World " Fascist” Disease: Bieéds on’ Crisis

and is Aimed Only at Smashmg the Trade
Uniong’ thLOI‘leS - of:i-some’ ™ crude
Trotskyists: - We f;rmiy_ . _believ:e_'_ that

- Marxists must Tearn from ai féminist

understanding of - scxuahty, sexism and
the family and so-be able’ to’ ‘begin to

- appreciate the basis of fasiisn’ s appeal.
- That is why in the: followmg pages we

By looking at what the mSIghts of sexual
'pohtms can teach us aboat 1t :
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" Nazi racialist beer-mat: 'Hé who buys. .
from a Jew is a trartor ro h.us peop.'e

'Relch on Fascism

Reich said that the results of parenis

;. discouraging any form of sexuality in
children is that the child grows up feeling

‘guilty’, afraid, shy, fearful of authority,
obedient, ‘good’ and docile. This leads
in turn to a fear of freedom, to a conflict
within the person between instinct and
morality which the latter usually wins.
Suppression of childhood sexuality is the

- result- of the authoritarian family, said
- Reich, and this type of family was most

often fo be found in the peity
bourgeoisie. Thus the petty bourgeoisie
are. predisposed to accept authoritarian
regimes and whims of dictators. Reich
also suggested that the reason for a
significant number - of working - class
people turning to the Nazis was a
consequence of them imitating middle
class lifestyles. ‘The lower middle. class
bedroom suite, which the rabble buys as
soon as it has the means even if he is
otherwise revolutionary minded;. the
consequent suppression of the wife, even
if he is a communist; the ‘decent’ suit of
clothes for Sunday, ‘proper’ dance steps
etc. have an incomparably greater
reactionary influence when repeated day
after day than thousands of revolutionary
rallies and leaflets can ever hope fo
counter’. Therefore, said Reich, socialists
and anti-fascists should cultivate the
budding revolutionary lifestyles rather
than producing more and more doses of
‘propaganda against hunger’.

Women in Nazi Germany

Whether we agree or not with some of
the links made by Reich is less important
than the fact that the sexual politics of
fascism was ignored by the majority of
its opponents despite its being crucial to
the type of society the fascists wanted to
create. .

Firstly, the German WNazis (as the
National Front today) attacked sexual
permissiveness, the ‘loosening of moral
standards’ after the war. Along with the
rapid industrialisation, it threatened the
breakup of the peasant family, the very
backbone of the state and its security.
This propaganda also gained them the
support of the traditionally conservative
middle classes and sections of the church.
It should be emphasised however, that
morality was always secondary to the
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needs of the nation and the:race. When
they first came to power the1t ‘desire to
strengthen the: family:-to. increase the
population was “their maini’ goal, whereas
in' the” later 30s. they supported ‘the
production -~ of - children . i - any

circumstances; in or out of wedlock ‘it

dldn’t matter. :

Secondly, they -~ had to control
women’s dctions and choices if’ they were
to im plement their racial policies: 'I'hn'dly,
women | were crucial to their;desité to
boost- the populatlon thus strengthemng
the capacity -of” ilie. natzon to wage
aggressive 1mper1ahst1c war

While schenies 1o~ loan money at
low rates of interest to women if they
married; paid maternity leave and family
allowances were intended to strengthen
the traditional role of women thereby
cutting down their choices, they were
addressed to the real needs of women for
financial help. As well as those financial
incentives, fascism was able to :gain
support from women through the way'it
drew on and extended the patriarchal
culture  that- already . existed: Imiits
glorification of motherhood: it ‘offered:a
secure role for women where ‘everyday
subservience to men and the state was to
be looked on as an honour.

Life for those women who contmued
to reject their traditiomnal role:was: very
difficult. Coniraceptive - and ::abortion
facilities were removed; although once
agein these policies were subordinate to
the precious racial policies of the Nazis —
abortions were freely available® to: tliose
with ‘birth defects’; and for non=Aryan
women. Despite the mystical propaginda
about: ‘the dignity - of . motherhsod’,
women were first and foremost breeders
of ‘racially healthy stock’, and:'womnien
who attempted to be or do anything else
were. persecuted and, in- the - caseof
women having abortions;actuallyshot.

In institutionalising - women’s

oppression in this way, the Nazis:were

working in tandem with,; and not agairst,
prevailing ideas of ‘a woman’s place’.:We
need to remember. this;  suppofting
women’s liberation- is not+a- diversion
from the anti-fascist struggle, it=is-a
central part of it. The same: can be said
for those movements which: challenge the
traditional role and image of men.. ...

Masculinism and Fascisin

The Nazi wish to fostera ‘Master Race’
not only led to tight control over women,
but it a different way, éver mién’{oo! tthe
Aryan men had to besoldiers and brothers
in combat and fathers to the'tace, "

It was difficult to live ip to the usual
standards of manliness in Germany after
the First World War. Defeat in the war, the
scarcity of jobs, the breakdown of
traditional values of respect for authority,
belief in the family and the virtu€"of
patriotism shattered their
manhood. For those who had fought in
the trenches it was worse; they slank
around the beerhalls in self-pity. Goering
called them ‘fighters who could not de-
brutalise themselves’.

Male companionship in the “brutal
conditions of the ftrenches had a

ideals ~of

profound effect on this generation — they
came to place overriding importance on
this all-male companionship. A set of
ideas that had developed in the pre-war
youth movement made a lot of sense to
them. — - MASCULINISM. This means
thinking that men are gréat and women
are to be despiséd. Stefan George — an
influential philosopher in Germany at the
time — for example, advocated the Bund
{Communion of Mén), praising masculine
prowess, punty and perfection, He
believed  in a circle of men, led to a
beautiful future by the Fuhrer. Another
writer, Bluher, held that humamty had
failéd to maintain itself on a “lieroic’
level because men had aHowed théiriselves
Bo sucéiint to the  ‘Temale” virtues of

. human kindness, sympathy and charity.
" Bluher saw male love as the ‘unique force

for creating the state and its Fuhfer; it
should not be debased and- squandered

. on the family’.

Emblttered eX- soldiers plus mascullmst
ideas had a profound effect on the early
Nazi party, despite the fact that some of
them contradicted other aspects of fascist
ideology. The Nazis said ‘It is our belief
that it is the very masculinity of National

- Socialism which will most ultimately

appeal to every genuine woman, for only
this will enable her to become & fuli
Woman once more’. e

Hitler built up "~ a 'pa'rar’nﬂltary
movement from a small” nucleus of -ex-
servicemen into a vast organisation: of
several millions partly. because he: wasg
able to offer the impoverished middle

class man and: latér the unemployeda..

chance to.refrieve 'their': lost masculiie

self-respect. They got @ free. uniform and’
enfry into a strong and powerful brother-: -

hood — the Brownshlrts It was they who

1920s.

masculinism was allowed only so long as
the Nazis needed it. After taking power,
the axe came down on homosexuals too.
It started with the ‘Night of the long
Knives’ and the Blood Purge, and ended
with the murder of half-a-million
homosexuals in the gas chambers. Hitler
used the Blood Purge, when Rohm
(homosexual leader of the SA) and
Strasser (leader of the working class
radicals in the Nazi party) and others
were murdered, to purge the Nazi party
of all those who supported a ‘Second
Revolution against Big Business’, o
reassure the army that the SA wasn’t
getting too strong, and to mark the end
of a period when a brotherhood would
be used to brawl the Nazis to power. It
was the beginning of the period when
motherthood was glorified, and was
justified as 4n action by the Party of
Decency dealing with ‘notorious
homosexual perverts’.

Understandihg fascist sexual politics is
vital if we are to fight fascism. As fascist
ideas are little but extensions of bourgeois
ideology it follows that fighting those
ideas is fighting fascism and is depriving
it of the echo it finds in the nationalism,
authoritarianism, racism, anti-semitism
and sexism prevalent in capitalist societies,
We cannot draw a line which separates
the struggle against fascism from the
struggle against capitalism because they
are the same struggle, i we try to draw
that line by calling the fight against
sexism a diversion, in so doing we weaken
our ability to fight the fascists. The

©attitude we must avoid was very clearly
expressed. by a woman doctor in the
- German Comimunist Party who denounced

Reich saying: ‘How can you expect us
{0 believe that we, workers’ daughters,
have ‘@ sexual problem? Your theory casts
disgrace_'__on_-_ the proletariat, sexual
prableéms belong to the Yourgeoisie’.




