THE PROBLEM OF MEN IN BIG FLAME

I've thought about writing something like this Tor several months but always
shyed away from it because I know how much scorn women rightly put on men who
claim to 'understand! feminism .~ which: I suppose is how we.men. often react to
the challenge of women ie we try to understand it, intellectualise ahout it,
theorise etc instead of changing the ways we act. Aryway I've decided that’ say1ngr
nothing dd.a-cop - ouv-and better to:spout forth.mnd:get crktluzsed_lf.l I WrOng:

Responfling to feminism is not nhoui ar dding on a new 115t of deands Lo anyt i g
trensitional of otherwise. Ratheri~ = 70
Tts about changing the whole way e relate to women, men, children; the world,
S politics.. (as.somebody rightly said in the mens meeting-at.the-
conference = heavily sexist men'are-usually-pretty'shitty-in the way
they treat other- men. as; well)

Its about taking our share of resnonalbllltv in’ cb;?dcara, and that spplies to
- osingle men-as well.a& parents . though obviously: in a.different way.:

Its“ébbﬁ%"001ng owr share of ‘Housework and not leaving it to the person whe is
T most plseed oif w1+h thc mess around them (who is ususlly = woman )

Its: aboutb ln_nearly.all ﬁ*tua ions not using either physical or verbal heaviness
L ko.womeny, or-omen. And bhxaklng hard about situations where vidlence is
-necessary eg-in opposing fmuc¢sn._

Tts sbout taking squal raesponsibilily for cémtraception..

Its about Questioning whether how you behave in bed meets the needs of the woman
C ey man that you're with, or yourself for that matter. '

Tts sbout showing your feelings and emotions more, and being prepared to ask for
support Tfrom more people thar the woman who is your lover - and nen
as well. ag woman. . . - - L

Itz about being supportative of cther peoplse, being sensitive to their needs,
: listening to others instead of just yoursekfl :

Its =mboat recognising that 'militents' are 4lso peopls with pereonal anxigties,
fears, hopes like everybody else. In fact because of the isolation thit
can come from being a socialist/feminist militant they may. well nead
s lot more support. : : : o

Its about.talking less often and for sghorter periods in mestings. - conyinually
asiting yourself whether what you Havo to say:ig really nscessary, have
cther pecple spoken: yet etbc. - :
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about: trying to understand and be honest about how your own:needs . and.desires
interreksats with vour political involvement. {there's a c¢lassic quote
in some important IS pamplet on Party & Class where Duncan Hallas says
that IS members arc 'serious' socialisis who are capable of putting
the needs of the ¢lass before their own neseds - it would be lmughable
if it wasn't used as an excus? by the male laaderships of left groups
through the decades for their own nastiness and empire building)

Its about stopping using militaristic language #1l the time like 'mobilising our

forces' — we of coursce being the generals.

Its about an approach te politics that tries to build warmth, solidarity and

maximum pariicipation of everybody - ag the womens movement has often

been able to do.

Tts mbout sesing the development of shared understandings and conssensus as a
potentially superior way of taking decisions, even though voting will
at times be necessary '

Ch yes, »nd what about the "serious politics" ~ raad on.
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~young lads, and black youth, and elderly men).

reTthklng fhe way we mew tradltlonal polltlcal S abyes
Armagl a* woll ?H H Block: o ' Co ! :

sezing that the main brunt of the cuts g belng born by womers: who ar
losing their full/part time jobs as cleaners, cooks ete and having o
do even nore of ~their traditional servicing/c¢aring/coping role ‘in the
home - Uﬁpdld of COUrse.

5ee1ng the sexism wzthln 1mm1gra+10n ac+s and natlonallfy bllla'
recognising the sexual dimension w;th;n_fascxsu "Master Race' tchrlES

6rgansing* the unemployed iin .a way'that;r9cognibes that.they-are not
ust:all 25 year: old men but: contain many specific sub groups with
ﬁlfiorent needs/demands -~ like married  wonman or young girls (anc

writing leaflets’ for' malefworkers that' recoghise thﬁ* they are MPN

a3 well as workers who (40 give a | very crude examplp) take decs1onq

Jabout whether to. tr1km or not verj much 1n rﬂla+1on +o thelr role as
breadwinner, the ‘needs of their wife and kids {even if the 2y naver spend
“much time with thém or beat.them up) ~ we need to do a hell of ‘a ket

“imore thinking about the way the:.ecomomic: - and ideological crisis
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about

about

ig affecting men s men ~ +the latest.Achilles Heel and the ARAF
commission pamphlete are locking in this direction.

(AND VHAT ABOUT MORZ TRADITIONAL'UOMENS TSSUES" ~like NAZ, repe, womers aid

playing a support role when asked
going on mixed demonstrations or ralsing issues ‘st work/in the union
brancn ) .

helping w1th crecheq, and not’ Jucﬁ helplwg izt trklng resp0ﬁ51bnl:tj
for orga @1q1ng them, and noy Just.  the token one but doing it again

.Eadﬂd again = because they keep on occurrlng.
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maybe:taking out kids' from the Womens Aid refug@ (1f thpt 7 mueeptable
to the particular refuge.

doing what none of us have yet taken seriocusly - that is opposing the
sexism of other men - arguing in everyday conversation,:tearing down
sexist posters, maybe organising picksts/leafletting of films.

lots more which I haven't had the insight to think off so I'il shut up

“nay Wilsen.




