A SHORT HNTSTORY OF THE LIRURTARIAN COM UKIST GROUP

Taking inspira%ion frow the French Organisation Revolutionnaire Anarchiste
the Organisation of Revolutlonary Anarchists was started in 1971. It was a
reaction to the powerlessness and lack of fTormal structure of the now def-
unct Anarchist Federafiob of Britain(AFB). The AFB was a real Holy Roman
Empire of the left,containi®g. 21l sorts of anarchists,fyom symdlcallsts and5
%1bertﬁrlan cow;unlsts throlizh hipoies and, libervals 4o indiwidualists., It~
nad grown to a.size of sevéral hundred in the aftermath of tRD/Comiittee of

of 100,but its lack of. political cohesicn rendered it’incapable of grow1ng,.}' ‘j‘it’: 

many activlsts leaving to join the rapidly growihg IS and ILG.
£ group developed inside the AFB that’talled for suth fundamental p01nts
as formal-mebership,voting to decide issues and‘collectlve responslblllty.
andfor class- perspectlves in oppositicr to .some of the vague 'humanlst' G
Tideas that sought'to blub & clacs analysic of society. At First the' C
organisationsl perspectives were more strongly emphasised,and the ORA o
group set up inside the APB as a ginger group finally decdidéd:it coila meke
no further headway. and departed. There followed & period of corsolidation
when a numbér of pamphlets were produced. By February 1973,0RA,numberihg
about 80 people:decided it was strong enough to bring out'a monthly agit- -
ational paper, leertarlan Struggle. The paper proved o be a I rcqng—house for the
development- of the.group and ORA's class perspectives were ‘developed more acutely,,"
Early editions cancentrated on all aspects of struggle against capltallsm,"‘ o
anti~fagehamy clalmunts,gay iberation housing,as well asg the womens movement ‘and
the industrial sector. The: paper was an advocate of the necesszty for the . -
autonomy of womens and blacks strugples. o

% has-becn noted that ORA Dubllcatmons tended to reflect the concentration
on the develepment of libertarian forms of org zanisations Pamphlets such “as MThe
Tyranny of Siructurelessness® and the “"Organisational Platform of the Tibertarian
Communisgts® were not seen as perfect models for a 11bertarlan oréanasatlon,rather
ag a basis for discussion.

In “the- beginning of 1974 o spllt took pigce when some members who Had
formed the “Left. Tendendy® quit. “hey called ror an elected Edltorzal Board rather
than a paper edited in rotation by each grolp and for a more coherent p051t10n on
Ireland among ovaer things. Howevoer,they lackcd patierce,and lagted only a few :
months before they decided that it was in the nature of libertarian socialism that

the attémpts to form ~ national orgenisation wore bound to fail,and turned to the .

WRP. This mudt be smeen in the light of the intense agitation ag11nst the' Heath.
government ang the'feelﬁng at that %ime that a crunch ultuatlon was developlng. o

The orgonipation came to a virtual standstill, as theése melbors had been
amongst the ﬂbsL active in the group,and manv otherd, who weren‘t prepared to- take
on the workload dropped out,

Amongsf those who remalned some took the initiative to revive tge o
organisation, A short run (1,000) ILibertarian Struggle was put out in Novemebr 1974
and sold out withirn ten days,and there followed a period of recruitment and"- ;
consolldataonpun%ﬁl May 197% when. the paper begun to appear agian on & regular ‘
monthly basis. .

At the begznnlna of 1975 ORA changed its name to the Anarchist Workers
Association, A change wnich these writers in retrospect felt was a mistake, -
implying workeriem,tending to narros the perspectives which the early ORA hadg
This development wag in pari due to the fact that most of the membership was
active in union/workplace. struggle,although this is still a poor excuse.

By 1976 the AWA had 50 members,most of them active,with 3 groups in London, .
groups in Oxford,Yorkshire,Leicnaster,Brighton and Scotland. The paper,now called
Anarchist Worker,was a regular monthly with saleg of* 1500 to 2000,mostly street. .
sales. It was to gome exvent a %libertarian version of Socialist Worker" dut.in
fact the coverage was wider,for cxcmple covering the struggles of squatiers and
cizdimants,and also more provocative ie questioning the work ethic. The AWA was
devoted Yo a thumping c¢lags-struggie anarchism but did have a line of full support
to the autonomous struggies of women,blacks and gays,though perhaps in a rather
undifferentiated fashion,

The orgenisation went through a vicious split betwcen Spring 1976 and
Spring 1977. The "Towards a Programme® tendency was founded primarily to change
the 1976 Confercncse decision on Ireland,where the majority had backed an
abgtentionist,"plague on both your houses",anti-republican pesition.The TAP




tendency then went on to develop a number of initiatives,gome of them praotlcal eg
commi.ssions to cover women,the public seglor,industry efcysome of them political eg
for the AWA Lo develop a pregramme $o puj t¢ the class,for a less “ultra-left® . '
attibude towards trades unions,for the AWA ¢o develop its theory. '

Unfortunately,the AWA did net have a tradition of political debate, Mueh of
the debate there was wes cohdueted at a puerile level. The opponents of the TAP
tendency accused it of "Trotskyism" whe retaliated with charges of v{raditional
anarchism® and"wishing to lead the AWA back te the days of the AFBY. In fact,neither
set of accusations was strictly true, The TAP tendency was a progression for the
AWA, though not towards Trotskyism,and their opponents were class struggle anarchlsts
whe were anti-intellectual,and,when it-caime to the crunchjliquidationist, - -

Bventually,ats a conference in MNay 1977,the TAP tendency had a clear maaority L
and asked their opponents %o leave the organisation,saying they would have left if R
the positions had been reversed. This offer wag declined and the opponents of the.
TAP tendency were expelled. : -

The AWA changed its name to the leertarlan Communist Group,whlle those who .
had been expelled set up the Anarchist Communist Association which has since collapsed. .

Wie moved from a class struggle anarchism to a libertarian, crltlcal JMarxiem, _"'
although this development was maturing in the years of ORA/AWA, we alrveady had & =
commitment to1d.Trades union work. We recoghised that trades unions have been

produced by struggle and are now bureaucratised and often act against

. werkers interests;but we saw that we had to work within them, _

" 2.United Front Work. We backed work in the Socialist Teachers Alliance
and the Socialist Sthdents alliance. We believed it was possmble to
"work with other socialiste around specific objectives.,

8, inti~imperialist struggles) We supported the rights of natiens to
selfwdetermination though retaining the right %o crltlclse the -
leaderships of suéh stvrugglesi '

4.Towards a programme, We had not,and still hage not reached agreement
‘on_what kind of programme we need. Ve have always felt thay it was

' vxtal to be in a position to intervene in the struggles of the 81355 v
Cavound a set of demands,

In the perlod since 1977 we have never had more than 20 members, We have
carried on our acthe involvement in trades union work and we have produced
Libertarian Communist as = thoughtful,eritical,paper., We have tried %o devel‘p our’
ideas and our understandlng of the history of the revolutionary moverent, ‘We nave
produced supplements 0 TLibertarian Communist on Russia 1917,Spain 1936 etc,and
als0 supplebents on’ problems such as “8001a115m and Democracy’,"The Role of the

Peasantrys ete, o C
ge de0131on to fuse with Big Flame arose partly because we felt 1nereasln gly - -

that the LCG was too small to give us an acceptable forum for political dlscuSSIOn
and also that we lacked an adequate collective practice, however,we would not have L
deeided -to fuse had we not felt that there were no serious: pOllthul dlfferanoes S
between the two organisations. . . . :

‘Mac Curtis
o . : Hubert Stone
NB This document has been produced by 2 ex-members of the -
1CG,but because of pressure of time,it has not been discussed
Wlth other ex-~LCGers. It is therefore a personal rather than
vofficiall hlstory. . :



