
BF DRrm uAtrrEltro: rrerlr alvays vork fo:r uaif,yr for Joint initiativea,
front activitr'es, Joiat dcbates auong rerorutionarica, vherever and
vhenever lt ie varuable for the advanceneat of the advancenent of the cl,aaretruggle- lJhqt ve propos. ia the poeaibility of forming a aeu or6anieation
forged ineide the etruggre ea. the experiencee of vanguard ctenentc of
the rorking rlase. . .

rHe eee the potentl.al for thie novenent to eaergerfor
a ncw pbaee o! clase etruggle to etart. But werve got to voek for it.
rnside i't, we see the possibility for a rot of ]eading rorking cr.aesnilitanta, aon-aligneil lili*n-+r revolutlonaries l dleillusloaed eocial_iet ntl-1tants, activists in the feniniet and yout! movenents to Join 

ti
forcee in a more forraal way in a neu orgaaisation.l

1979 OONTEREN.E R'solurroN: rrhat Big Flane positivery reaffirns its ,

connitment to revorutioaary unity and. towarde the dilver.opnent of a new
revolutionary organieation in the foreeeeable future.r

BF has lirng had a coamltment to rcvorutionary unity, arwaya ineiatingthat our Inaes politice tendencyr ehould be strong vithin it, anil alvaya
opposing a simpre rregroupnentr of left or8auieations, without a {ual-ititive change in these organisations in the prorees and without otherforccs coning in.

Anong other things, fBeyond the tr'ragmentsr can be Been a6 a powerfuJ-
af firratl'on of this position, as we}l as a. 60urce of many, clues ae to
hou tbe position can be ueefulry developed. !o take the contributione
individuarlyr Lynners piece shows the need for going beyonr the fragnenta(and the need at t'e same time to rnaintain the positive contributione
nadd by the fragnents); Hiraryrs piece at the end shous how the new
novement/organisatioa can becoae a r""tity; and gheirare articre shors ,,&
persuasively (despite its weahnesses) what sort of cbanges wourd have .i

to ta$e place in trre Left orgaaieations taking pa.rt in the rprojectr.
(Big Flame included), and *,lrat sort of structures would have to evorvein the new movenent,r'os**rrt"ation, for i.t to be not oary revolutionary
socialist but also ferrriaist.

'i
i.l

']Iil
I
I
i

i'he forlowing problems r some of whicrr h:1ve come up i* iiF discus;ions inthe past (sone quite freguently) , see,r to be tae r;rain ones raised asto"ltl ***$*ofu revorutionary unity i.ie are talking aboutle.^{ [c.., Fr 
1d,tAur-I
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1: pre-figuiative YerEuE conbative forne of organieation'

2l ltaking the local sith the regional' natloaal aud interuational

rLthout thc rl-ocalr bclng sunk ritbout trace (ae is conmon in lrott-

kyiet polltice)
]t hov to linlc up lrfi aingle-iesue canpaigns with othera' bov to

broaclen cougciouensss by doing this, how to coYer acveral c anpaigna

sltb nalnly part-tlme activiste (aseuning the trend auay froro rprofeas-

ional revolutlosariee I continuee) - all theee relatcd'

4: bov to relate to the Labour Party and activists uithln it'

5: hov to conbat the lilea, held by nost of the Left' of tParty firett

Hovenent eecond and ouJ.y for the partyre benclltr - eapecialllr now with

the potential upeurge of etruggle againet the toriee'

5: what il the basis for joint eliscuaeion/joiut rork. Bov to balarrce

betreen eo vieby-naebf a basis that the broad front collapaes aa Boon

ae it ie confronted by an ieeue of principJ.e and, on the other bandt eo

principlecl anVor aophisticateil a lasie that the front ie not rbroadl

in the firat Place']

?:boutofightforastyleofpoliticsattheEanetimeaefighting
for a politicar posttion at the sarre time ae struggling to kecp the

canpaiSu./ioint activity as united't effectiee and denocratir ae poesible

at the sane tine as not tarking too nuch' not iryigg a BF etyre ancl

a BF position at the same tine as doint al.l this in other caupaigne

at the eane tine as living in a collective aait trying to be conaistent

at the eane tIloe (are you etill uith ne) as trying to naintain Don-

eeriet lovc relationehlps. E{ yo'"ve got a ful}-tl'ne Job' flo'Eo'

8:(tnleonlycomesindirectlyfronrBe'theFrag")bovtoprevent
the Inew revolutionary or6anisatioor beiag Juet as 6a16-dssi46tedl

Just as doninated by university gracluatee' just ae-doninated by bank-

rupr ideaa lirted vlolesale out "t ;;iil*igt'tsf8eitiBt BiBl8g'("toflu)

just as gn-neq "i-'-irltit" 
ones ue know ttilclay'

!; how to select tf" t"""" where progreEs towards a neu revolutionary

novement,/organisation is tikely to be raost fruitful' aad loat approP-

riate for us to concentrate our efforte' And' more importaat ' uhether

we prioritise the new novement or the new organisatj'on anvor how we

see tbe two relating.
1O:howtoargueforallthepoeitiveaspectsofrlsetheFrag'rwithout

beingidentifiedwithstaternentslike:Iourviewsaravalidbecaueethey
conefronr,rithinusandnotbecauseweho]-dareceived'correctaess|,whicb
isanunfortunate'unnecesElaryandpotentiallyd.angerousjuxtapoeition
andonewlichisoutofcharacterwiththegeneralthrustofSheila|s
article. (obviously a racistr s views e're not valid becasse tbcy cone

f roro withinr any rnore than if they come fron withoui' )
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I do!!t rodlt LEtolil to deal ritb aLl tboro lnhta. Iril bc r fool lf
I itill I ltat
1l gelbotlYe
Ilrnrhllor to
chbsrattol of,

carlni6ar elil

thor pertly ritb tbc trrtutlor of rlrvclcptl3. tbu fuftbr
dlltrrrlo! rlth othorcl prrt\ lor lE on clart'flcatlcn.
nrct the drrilll.lc for tbc ileylabcol bnlhtlar Lcrlrl coL
adoctrd pollts ln ltght of qtr on orfcrl'raor ol Jobt

tbc rert.

1. Pr.-ftgirrrtl.vr v. colbatlvc: A cruclal aad e11-too-dLfftcul't Slrt-
lol, thic onr.

Thrrr rc e dor rey of telttag ebout Lt er I ilirhctlcel Dreoola
rhtuby tbr tro conorglq lntcract rl,tb raab othtrl arllpt to cacb othrr,
ud out of thti prooolr producr aouctbl'ag nov eld rorrth*t8 cloro to
brtlg tbr crbryo tor a ECr aoctalist orgedrattol. Urfsrtqlrtrl5r, {rr
aot go oaay rbra yon got ilon to tbr lotty-6rotty ol tt.

Prr-tlgu.natlvr roelr, raarltlally, l..ivf$ yolr aoglel{r! prtaglpba todryl
u far ae porllbl.t. Gonbatlvr rcur f16btb6 oapl'telfer effootlvlly
onougb to rakr thr royolutl,oa poratble.

Tbo crlnrlercr ot tbc lumlea nvolutlor.t ltr eftlaa!_U rr! flr riblhpt
rfrnr ro saart pq13fbl.y Lgrore tbe p:c-fl6uatlvc lf rr rut r !Al*$*dE,
rcvolst;ton.
ltr rrgerlarcr of libcrtertularl lifo-rtylr polltler' oto. loll! uo

ort't t6po3r tbr orrbetlrr lf re ra.nt a roqolntloa et r11.

rcorrcct idcaar to the lrgarsr u" "g.Eltlolloatei 
rhrn abo oryr: rlf

oal.y oouailoa rolld coasr to coaeLder I't noccoeary to Junp bcavlly on

anlront vbo aa5ra antlhl,ng that lu at all bor, roul'tl cool tbrlr rpol-

cnicalr a.rdour aoncrbat . . .r, tbough aonetlnes ro qucetl,oa thc via-
ilon of our retloenco, vhcn rrrcur.ser rescoblc notblng lcse thrl virhy-
laahincaa.

Uc bcglu to intrsdlcc crrohor at uretiaga a! t netter ol prhoiplo (edy
It gcta forgottrcl roqctiDc . ..) and thc clochcrr rbG! tboy rorkt
rre aot Juct park-plaoro for cbl,lilrea. Uc bavc rotatLng ahairlcruoaal
rotatiag lcadcro anit el1 too nany cl-rcular a.rguucnta. Aail rc livc ia
a yrJr that ie aollactlve rithout the riaitivictualr la ue being dcaicd -
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.. J 4re ,rr^tlt.j,""J.fr: l *- l,t *r,,.1 .o,e

a leaaon retvc lcarnt froa the Staliniat rcollcctivLent ol tho Sovirt
bloc - and.wc try to opcratc politically la a ray tbat 1r eollcctivct
d,cnocratlc, partlclpatoryl aon-altrntatlrtl atl'nulatta6, conlciour[cr6-
raXatng qf rcll re cfflqlclt. Aail rc sigh it vorkcd bcttcr'

"I vonl bc long, dat - Iln iust Ping
out to lrttil m, &tiaY "

,ffl lm:'*n'l
,, n*:

to"un"

't +'r''6fr'

In our elous painataking attenptc to dcrclop tbia parepectivcl horcvort

sonctbia6 le not quitc rigbt. Ccntral to thc pcrcpcctive ic thc coumlt-

ncat to bullillng an or6aa!.aatl.oa that ls both gs!gg:9.19 anil !g$Slg9'
By tbe fofpcr u€ neen: a naJority of rorkiag clasl ocnbcrs (rbcthcr

bLuc collarr Eor-Ean?gertal vhitc collar or gervicc vorkera) a,acl a

aosialiet political perepoctive tbroughout the orSanLeation; by tfenin-

!.gtr re Bea! a.u aati-eexirt, fcniniet percpcctive througbout thc or8e!'-

Leatlou ulth appropriatc rtructurce q1ral uith high-lcvel partioipation in
tbeec by YoDgDr

Yhat clo ue havc? An orgaaleation aoni$tcO by rhite, nalergraduatc anit

aot particularly worklng-c1a8e ncabere (nyself include<l), rith our

uorkilg-clage rbctoric aot ringiAg cxactly rlruei, ancl uitb our social-
Lrt fonlniet peropectlve lces than ful1f clevcloped (to put it dlilLy).

l think itre tine th nake a realistic aascsatscat of our experleaec il
thc notor induetry, nines and eleevherl. Irit like to nakc thc cuggca-

tion - tbough Itn willing to be corrccted by those with none knorlcdgc

anil cxpericncc - that the aaturc ol our organication requl'rcs trt a

levcl of paticnC;, conmltnent, tolerance and leninist coaccio;eacre that
ue catr expect of vcry, very fcu uorking claas pcoplc. Ia terus of p
thelr clay-to-tlay work against nanagcment or tbc union burcaucracy, the

suP or, conceivably, the cP, have nore to offer. If ue gffer a vicion

of a gcnuine soclalist revolution, a vieion (togctber rit$ way of

operating political.ly) ttrat attracte then nore to ue, wellt thcy can

eaeily aee the rank-antl-file grouping aa a eufficient area of actlvtty -
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or at laast cue tbat talce trp I ncet of thcir crsrSt outeialc of working

houre. 8o, ln thc rbsr'; or ets11 thc actll,uu tcrn, can ve rea1iotieally
cxpcct a trajorittt of t;rirkiug cla6s Eenber6?

r thhk aot. I thlnr: iri".p.t thc movoqegl - tbat ias a aocialiet aoYeqcnt

aloag thc linee propoaoi by Eilary H. - caa attract nasl t/c uilitantet
but ue arc urllike1y :1,r, €!s Btr. Donlrt get ne urotlgr thougb. I quite

deflaitcly tlo want BT t., EalntalB i|rr (ail norel ite Preacnt orLcltation
to tbc v/e, but I thlnk ue sbould be uore realletl'c about vhat llat
noala in tcrr1c of v/e Ecnber6hlp. At tbe same t:Lncr I favour Eilary Tro

new eoclaliet novelent (uhich certainly cag attract u/c uilitants) a.!d
- if it etrcnnthcaa Lte tenlnlst Dereicctlve -I think-gVnitsal tnp.rtant rofe tb pl'ay ln.preventtng thie novencnt

being yct another I arrorr touarde a non-fe#lt, noa-lecialiat ravolutl'on.

lbE aeu tocLall.et novelent ie poteatlally l-n a uuoh bcttcr poettlon thal
Bf to rtevelop thc dlfflcult vorkiaB-c].aaE/I6nlnist corflict. Yet tbla
conflict coort be avoi.ilcal i.f ue want a rcvoLutiorrarlr goclaliet feniniet
novenent,/orgaaiaation. Ubatrc aorcr ttrs a ooaflict tbat Bt. hae sotc

kuoylcalgc altt cxBerLencG of, and Eone ciunituent to ttevelopiag. So . . .

it acene to ne that BF hs,a a clcar role to play in thc novenentt rbethcr
ia etreugtbculnf lte (eocialiat) f,cniaiet or ils workiaS-claea oontent,

or both, and eeeking to dcvelop the uost appropriate way forrarcl to a

revol-utioaary eocialtldt feniniEt organiaatl.oa.

s ulfltE '-.

1, hilD fttffT!ulfllE

EBE LABOUR PARTTI

Polat 4. Relating to" Labour Party activists.

Etlaryte concrltion of the nen eoclaliet novenent differo
(as expreesecl in the draft nanidceto) in that it lncluclee

from BFa s

taboui Party
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actlviato' vbrreatr uc erSua for a rclcar aati-oapitaliet
reforniet contcutr (rhicb rould preveat us naki'lg a clear

citbcr uay).

Ei.Iaryirri6httol'aclutlctheLPactivtete.Tbcyarebothrevolition-
aricg aad reforniste; tbey are aetive iu naay of the arcas ubcrc se are

anC anti-
decieiol

active; t*- trtta td re

nonopoly; a.ncl bcttcr that
tbat wc gct drann irto thc

canrt aLlou nuttcre Llkc the l{llitaat a

ue clrav LP actlvigta into the tnovcncntf tban
qtalLF (vlth aU tlte veirtt a.ad unuon'lsrful

we|i finil tbere).

pottrtial for llsl{ in cxLgtinS rnoYenentl

basig it liec, as ililary W' forcefully argucst in

rcctrictive atruoturce that

But lt ue uclcone theec oonrades, rc nuet do ro vitb eone trepiletion'

It forqcs ua to bs clear about our critique of rroforEisn - vhich rG arc

notrae tet - anat it forces ue tl quichly leara bow to put thle critiquc

acroaB ta a non-er"t"ft*ol$"fu!6trt vil1 not alleaate pcoplc uho aoc

evcrybotly on tn'cpert ae a Dave Spart (ilogratia: 
l":*""tetlc 

artl fuIl

of I builtt-tbe-Party-enaeh-thc-attte-figbt-l'upcrlall'ett-opprelsionr Jargpr) '

uc alro havc to boar in nind that lf thc l{cr soclaliet l'ioYelcnt (NEM) ir

SoingtoachioveanythinSltvi].ltobcgirtofln<laUa]routolthelory-
Labou! - Tory cyclc. So tbc NSI{ ourt begin to dcvclop a ,!g4!}!E!'
altcrnative to tabour, atil LIP aetivLete uithln Lt nurt acccpt that' rhey

are thcrc as L,P rentryiete I if you U-ke'

5. l,loYcncnt firctr Part feco[d.

t{oetorganl'gationsinthct|SMri]lpuabtbrlPart'flret,l,lolcrgatsocold|
liec. sc sill havc to csnbat this ae rceolutrly aa evcrr but riIl havc

tofindtr?Y-afgqpcnteinligbtofthcdcclincofaoneEoveEclts(e'8'
th" BlqYri"'"J?ai_"acist novenente) aad in lishr of the srp's (for

cxanple) rcneycd turn to ccctarLan Party-building and reJcction of lNLt-

typctuitiatives-areJectiontheydeoiilectonbccaueeofitefallgrc
torccruittotbeSWPtheirighteort|ofmcraberg'aldUbl'obthey'vc
replaecdbytbcWoncn|aVoiccatrategy(politicallybutnotorjaniaat-
ionally indePendent).

TbeNsMcansoalonguaywithoutthelikeeoftheSUP.Butinthelong
tern lt nceds it, whicb oeanr it bej'ag effective enough ancl rrorkS'ng

clase|eloughtoimpreeeswtra.ncluhichneanetbeNsl,|continually
dcbatlng ritr and vorking v6tb sl in tbe hope df gratlually uianiag it ivcr

to NSll - tYPe Politlce.
*cl.
6lnaeis for joint work/

If tbc NSM has anY rcal

u



thc aovencnt; or ratber the

thc laet dozcr yeara or 80.

Eactr of f,ragncntel that have developld over

But what ie thie rtrovenentr?

Apart fron the traditioaal orlanigationg of the r/lc, there are: antl-
raciat/qtti-faeciet grouD., ANL grouga, troope r! out Sroupar Houcn and

Ircl,and, Uooea againet Inperialisnr Canpaign againet Copicrr NACt uomenre

eclf-belp, auti-aukc gfoupa, ccologt groupar Ebilc eolidarityr a!ti-
apartheld, undcr !ra canpaigns, aetghbourhood asaociatione, tenantsl

aa€oclatloBa, r&ak-and-file groups, woDea in tbc NUTt Gaya in NaISot

alternative pbotography groupe, csE groupel reading capitat groupBr caup-

aign agalnat tbe Inmigration tava, AgINr BAgUr Sua Canpal'gnr figbttack
canpai6:na, heaLth fightback, politice of bealth, Gay aocialiete alliancet
altcrnative cinena, fringe theatrc, etrcet theatre, politlce of, nucicl

Recl thcrapy, Gineeaf Rools ok t . . . to nasle but a fcr of theu'

So vha! is the potentrial foir a NSM berc? Il vhat ua.t€ caB aII thcec

lra8aelte becone nore tban the eum of tbeir parte? In vhat uaya I caa

theee fragnrcats ceus cloeer togethcr polltically alal ideoLogically?

Uhicb of tbe fraguente ale trore likely to bring the noveneat forwarcl? To

l1hat extcnt arc any of, then bringing a eoclaliet revolutiol lcarGrr ratber

than Juet reforning capitaLian ard/or naking it nore bcarable for ue on

the teft to live under? And vhich fragneuts ohould ve concentr!'te ont

if ue see alL o! Eost es part of thc Sencralreocialist proJectr?

Thcae are tricky ;ru queetiona, but oaca tbat are iaadequately dcalt uith
in tbe the frag.r or BF dlacuegiona, etld oncs that are crucial for ua to
rceolvc if the NSM is to achicve a breakthrough. Too oftca ro eice thc

uooetrra novement ancl the Black uovement linpecl togetber, igaoring dLffcren-

cce botb betweet thcn ancl ritbiq them (viz. cap. thc collapee of the

Wcgt Incliaa novensnt aad tho drauatic grouth ln radircal AEian or5anioationa).

Aait too often wc Eee theee ha6s dl5r moveocats equated ulth a hoet of othcr

fragranta or lnoycnante wbicft78f a quite clifferent {uality, lct aloae aize.

Anil if we aelect gut the movenentg/canpaigns vbere we ece joint sork rith
othere ae nost ueeful in furthering the NSII, how do ue work sith othare'

ubat EQr.L of broact froat clo ve figbt for, a:od hoy do ne beat dcveLop

BF politics insiate thc $ampaigl? fhesc questione are particularLy reLe-

vant wben you eoaeider tho coqeiderable diffcrences llr+lt bctrce!r for
examplel, a fightback ganpaigu anal an anti-nuke canpaiSn (in farobcthr the

forner is largely the conmitted Left, full of expericncc alrd cloee to

the Labour Movcnent, the latter ia largely non-uonnitted Left and eco-

typce, with little contact rith the Labour Movernent. lbey have q very

rtiffcrent concopt of organising). And probablg any anawcr will bave to
alLov f,or differences betueen campaigne.
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rtre not the purpoee of thie al.tlcLe to provlcle aasvera- ldhat Irtl like

to eee ie a nunbcr of coatributione froo people whotvc experiehectl tl

campaigne anVor the Inoveneatr' t'e far as I catr seet BF has had the

beet aort of politico for Joint uork, for developing the novencnt' for

finding thq balancc betvcea not bcing eectariau an'l Bot being Yiilby-1g61yt

forlongcnougbtbatveehgluldbeintheposl.tiontolrr|4ldevelopour
canpaign/aovetreat uork a mite furtber' Ilopcfully'

So letts heer about the rige aai fall of canpaigns becauee of thiet the

riee and rlee becasue of that, thc cxclusion of BF bccauee of too nuch

of thie, and the great reapect fon BF because of ' ' ' uell r letrg lot

be nodest.
anC lrlL ilo so in tine

For my part, I have goncthiug to contribute/ For nowr I feeS- vcry lnep-

ited by rbe the frag.r, cepccially by llilaryrs piece' anil Iril likc to

see B? doing all it can to encourage the {evelopneut ib' of the eort

of neu 8ocla1i6t novenent that ehe taLke about' Irve trlecl to point to

eome of the problene, but above all Irve trieil to ask Bon€ of, the queatioae

vbish I rcaL1y tbit* needto be resolved if the novencnt is to come to

fruition.IverynuehbopeforsooeoftbegtrEwergtoconefronwithii
B3'.

Andinthcneantinel|dG4couraSenoresupPortforIsocialietCentre|-tytrll
projects. In l,anbeth, iti:a beea a great loas fon the Left tbat the

soclaliet cJ.ub nas Ehut down about 18 nontbs ago; in Nencastle the ccntre

eceros to have been a grcat boon, eepcciaLly in eo far as it has lot restr-

ictsilitEelftobeingacultura-l-centre'buthasactedaaacoordibating
centre for canpaigne; and in Isliagton' West London and eleewherc it

seenstohaveonlybceulesseucceasful}becaueeofthefailureof,auchof
the organieed Lcft to eupport the project - which is grounde for nore

effort aud not lees.

Eerers to oore than just a Jolt in the oext Tofy-Labour-tory cyrlet

(Jr*^ I'l'-r..^
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