Privatisation:
“how far have
we come’?
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n 1987, the apatﬁheid
government produced a 2

‘e Paper on Celerated Agenda T owards the
: ‘ : Restructurmg of
Deregulation. main -k C
accomplishment s was the sale
of Iscor in 1989. The ANC,
which was prominent in .
union and mass democratic
movement’s a
privatisation campaigns
the early 1990s, beca
of privatisation’s
supporters in 1994.
privatisation has t¢
at both nationa
government level

In 1996,
was sold off, a
sold off in its

1mn August 2000, clalms_
he prlvatlsatlon of

involvement’ in the tertiary
iusector, plus its subsidy cuts,
“.a range of universities have
‘ou ced support services
staff .commercialised re-
search - teaching, -

Our cities and towns are
followmg suit: one by one they
are privatising service provi-
ion, management func tions
d ‘non-core’ local govern-
nt assets. In 1996, govern-
aunched the Build, Op-
. Train and Transfer

| F programme, a priva-
1998. In February 1999, strt management pro-
nou at i to deliver water in

restructurlng ”
Eskom,

Transnet. I resistance has

ved the privatisa-
ess, with SAMWU
frican Municipal
ers’ Union) taking a lead
ith the launch of its national
“"anti-privatisation campaign
in 1997. Nonetheless, govern-
ment has stated categorically
that it will proceed regard-
less. Will labour continue to

Government’s religious
adherence to the dogma of

and local government‘,_ une
tions, which is part of the panies are partly or whollyp . fight back?
neo—hberal GEAR programme vatised, it is ¢lear that gove Lucien van der Walt lectures at Wits

ment intends that they be University. He is a member of the

; ; Concerned Academics Group
to private sec- : ’
o aceor@ng 9 p. y ¢ NEHAWU and the Anti-Privatisation
tor capitalist principles.
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