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Joseph Healy Co-Convenor of Green Left poses
thoughts on the General Election 2010

Ag we approach the general election, an election which will
lead to whichever of the peo-diberal parties is elected intro-
ducing swingeing cuts which will make the Thatcher period
seem benign in comparizon. We have already seen indica-
tons of this in Mandelson’s speech announdng the ot to
universities — he was guoted as saying “much of the rest of the
public sector will face simiar constraints this year or soon after.”
The Tores, for their part, have been dear that an emer-
gency budget will be introduced within weeks of the general
election and savage cuts in the public sector introduced. The
Lib Dremis are trotting aleng behind with thelr own plang for
cuts, Indeed it is remindscent of the old joke where the sxe-
cutioner asks the prisoner how he would like to be exe-
cuted, We can already see the effects of such a regime in the
Irish Republic where benefits have been severely out and
unemployment benefit for those under 25 ot by 50% - the
Tories have openly lauded the IHsh measures, Birmingham
ity Coundl bas just announced job outs of 2,000 staff and
this iz just the beginning. With youth unemployment soaring,
another generation is going to be put on the scrap heap as
many communities were in the 305 by Thatcher, many of
whom have never recovered,

Meanwhile the gap between rich and poor grows ever wider
and has continued to grow under the Labour government =
latest stats show that the richest 0% in the UK are are (00
times richer than the poorest 10% Thiz gross inequality is
leading to social breakdown, huge health problems in the
poorest communities and a spiral of despair leading to crime,
drug addiction and alienation. An incoming government with
a programme of cuts and without any plans for radical redis-
tribution of wealth will lead to 2 conuruation of the "broken
Britain' which we all know so well.

The dispossessed and many of those alienated from politics
by corruption scandals etc are turning towards the axtreme
Right There is a real danger of a BMF breakthrough in Barle-
ing ard gaing In severa coundl elections, A win for Midk
Griffin in Barking would be a disaster for race relations and
social cohesion in Britain and would inevitably lead to a mas-
sive increase in bhate oime, 25 s already evident in areas
where the BMP are strong, andd those forces allied to the
EMF (the Bnglish Defence League) would also be strength-
ened. This iz why Green Left is calling for a united campaign
againgt Fascism in Barking and for the Greens to stardd down
in order to maxmise the anti-Fascist vote.s BMP MF would
be a disaster for British politics.

After the filure of Copenhagen we can see that for big busi-
nesz and its allies in the world's governments it iz going to
ke business as usual, The struggle against dimate change
must continude The one bright spot on the horzon 5 the

possbiliy of 2
Gresn  break-
through in this
general election with Carcline

Lucas in Brightorn The election of Caroline and the possibil-
ity of her working with a progressive block in Westminster
wiould transform UK politics and offer hope for the future,
With the economic and political stoerm dowds gathering 2
Green victory would really provide inspiration for many dis-
illusioned by the current tired and discredited model of poli-
tics in Briwain, Green Left, with those on the Left committed
to @ non-sectarian and genuinely progressive politics, will
play itz part in trying to secure that breakthrough. There is
everything to play for in the nesxt few weeks,

¥e still need to agitate for LGBT rights, argues
Phedinn Mac Cafferty, Mational Chair LGBTGreens

o the German Shepherd of the Catholic Chureh 5 coming to
vizit Britain in the autumn and it will leave a legacy which iz
about pushing back the equalities agenda in this country,
Pope Benedict stated the we of condoms “aggravates' the
spread of AIDS, a move the respected medical journal The
Lancer stated “distorted scentific evidence fo bromote Catholc
dociring on this e He upholds the long-term position of
inequality between men and women, expressed in part by
the grip of the Catholic Church in places like Poland and
Irdand over a woman's rght to choose, Attacking the
Equalities Bill because it violated ‘natural law', as it argued
for the employment rights of |gbt employees, it's hard not to
connect hatred from the pulpit and the increased militancy
of bigots expressed so tragically in the murder of Londoner
lan Baynham and Brightonian Andrea Waddell in Cctober
last year, And while Police sources talk of an increase in re-
porting a5 an indication of engagement with the LGET com-
munity, the latest violent hate crimes speak of a renewed
hatred, which has been sparked in part by the prominence of
the violent, fagcist BMP,

While it's easy to argue against a former Hitder Youth, there
are larger concerns over the role of religion throughout $o-
clety lke the fact that the LK 5 the only natien bar an o
have official ecclesiastical representation in a national parlia-
ment, In the recent debates over the Equalives Bill, Cheistian
Comcern for our Nation among others lobbied sucoessfully
to remove amendments relating to the employment of
LGET people.

LGETGreens hove argied I o comblimentory way fo other paris
of the party for o seculor approach to poltics and at this confer-
ence. delegates ove an opportunity to help the Green Party lead
the way on gt bolics by votlng for morroge rights for bt pao-
ple and for cvil ponmership rights for straight people.

Graen Lefi News edited by Phelim Moc Cofferdy on behalf
of Green Lof

“A world must be overturned, but every tear that has flowed and might have been

wiped away is an indictment; and a man hurrying to perform a great deed who steps

i i i "
on even a worm out of unfeeling carelessness commits a erime.” Eosa Luxemburg
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A Grass-roots movement is needed to fight
inequality; we need an alternative economic
strategy writes Sean Thompson

The Spirif Lewvel, which hos cowsad swdh o sfir since it's publico-
fion @ year ogo, demonstrates conchusively that income ne-
quality is bod for society in o multifude of measurable ways,
and thot more equal sociefies are more healthy ond happy.
This was reinforced last month by the publicafion of the gov-
gmment conmissioned Anofomy of Economic Inegualdy in the
UE, which highlights the fact that inequalty in Britain is, today,
greater than af any fime since Waerld
“War 2.

Itz findings show that the household
wedalth of the tap 109 of the popula-
fion stands of £853.000, whidh is
aver 10 times highar thon thot of the
bofttom 10%'s £BB00 or below; |
while those in #we top 1% each pos-
sess fotal howsehold wealth of £2.6m By
ar more. 1

Poorest incomes fall £9 a week 8
Since 2007, the poorest 10% of 8
howsehalds hove seen weekly mcomes
fall by £9 o wesk, while these in the
richast 10% of homes hove enjoyed o £45 o week increase,
Cwverall, the poorest 20% saw real income fall by 2.4% in the
three yedrs ta 2007-08. while those in the top fifth of the
income distribution enjoyed a rse of 3.3%. Our tax regime is
alio deeply wifair. At the moement, the pooreit 10% of the
poplation pay 34.5% of their inceme in tax, while the richest
10% of the populotion poy only 35.6%,

Wa all know that whotever combinotion of Tores, Mew La-
bour or Lib Dems forms the next govemment, it will nstitute
the most sovage outs in sodal spending since the 19205, Anna
Fetfifar and the others hove poinfed out both the njustice of
such ewhy, which mean that ardinary pesple will have to bear
the burden of the vait debts mcwrred by the Govemment in
propping up a banking system bankrupted by ity awn greed;
and the madness of such a strategy, whidh is likely to lead fo
a prolonged perod of semi dump and gquile possibly a
‘double-dip' recession,

GREEM MEYY DEAL

We should make the case again and again that the way for-
ward is net bo iry to retumn to basiness as wual or to the dark
days of Thatcher, bul #iroswgh the development of a Green
Mew Deal whith weuld create af least a millisn jobs through
the radical rebuilding of our social and indusirial infrastree-
fure. Such a pragramme could and should be funded by a
fairer and more efficient tax system which is deferminedly
redistribufionist, providing not only the resources we need to
fund our Grean Mew Deal progromme but also reducing in-
coma ineguality and the social ills that flow from it Stabilising
currant account spending ond on extended Grean Mew Deal

THE L5 T RELP
FICTRHE OF ST
EARTHRNNET 1 AT |9

can both be paid for by
cutfing  harmihd  spand-
ing, such a: defence
and envirenmentally damaging read programmes and swbsi-
dies o the Aircraft lobby, along with hamiu social palicies
like the ID Mationsal Database; and by increasing income
through fairer direct taxation, by plegging tax laaphales and
by infroducing a tax on Sterling fransachion.

Febalondng the tox system means roising the fax threshold,
so that the lowest poid workers pay nothing, while greafly
incraasing tax levaels and remaving the Mafional bsuronce cap
for the finy minority whe currantly banefit from low tax rates,
: genersus fax breaks and gaping
tax loopholes. Swth a rebalane-
ing would mean that ®ose wark-
ing full fime an the minimemn
wage would gain ever L1100 a
W yedr and wage edmens on the
A madian ncome would gain al-

FEAR NOT, MY LADY-
{ ESTIMATE WE CAN
| KEEP UfP THIS ELITE
DOMINANGE FOR A G000
CENTURY OF TWO VET...

comes of E200.000 would pay
at least an additional £77, 0040,

BE 4t the moment, e viery wealthy
can avoid buege amounts of fax
i through generows tax relief an
BN CHEDNT SCHEAS GO Uk pension contributions, while com-
pany  profit benefit  thraugh
very low levels of corporafion tax. Ending the tax relief en
pemsion confribufions from incomes over £100,000 a year,
introdudng o 15% surchorge on imeestmient income for all
higher rote tox payers and increosing corporofion tox fo
40%, would easily make vp for reductions in fox on lower
poid workars,
Flugging cuwrrent tax loophales and ending fax aveidance
sthemes would fake some fime to achieve, bwt could bring n
£25bn a year if fully effective, and a Stering Stamp Duly of
0.1% an all sleting foreign exdhange transaciions could raise
more than £30bn year = between them, these two measures
could fund the bulk of our reconstruction programne.

Howevar, the growth in inequality over recent decades has
baen mode posible only by fe defermined use of the ma-
chingry of the state to supprass any seriows arganised popular
opposition, pardiodady through the implamentation of o com-
plex raft af anti trade unian legisdlaton and mere recently the
creation of a similar web of ss-called anfi-terrar laws and the
develapment of the "wrveillance state’.

The oy way that the coming wave of attacks on living stan-
dards and jobs can be fought agaimnt and an altemative eca-
nomic and sodal strategy fought for is by ploying o part in
arganising a grass reocts movement n opposifion to ncreasing
ineguality and decreasing civil rghts, copable of mobilising
ardinary people in every neighbourhood in the coundry, Wa
should toke as our model the antl Poll Tax movemant, which, in
the sardy ningties involved ovar 17 willion people, defeated
the Tary Govemment and put ®e first nail in Thateher's cafiin.

“Those who do not move, do not notice their chains.” Rosa Luxemburg
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As continuvous attacks occur on the welfare benefits of workers New Labour is for Spinning,
not Turning argues Alan Wheatley, Green Party Spokesperson on Disability and Social Care

New Labour has to go to the polls by
June of this year. One of the major issues
that | intend to publicise for the sake of
infformed voter choice is Green Party
opposition to the Welfare Reform Act
2009 that became law on 12 November.
This Act strips disabled people of
lifelong development' freedoms that the
UK Government signed up to in the UN
Convention on Rights of Person with Dis-
abilities. | would encourage readers to
find out as much about the Welfare Re-
form Act and the Convention as they can.
| list some online resources at the end of
this piece. Here my focus is the mislead-
ing nature of much govemment propa-
ganda about the welfare reforms dedi-
cated to stripping claimants of their
rights.

The disinformation nature of a 19 lanu-
ary 2010 online news release from the
Department for Work & Pensions reminds
me of a 1980 Conservative government
publication Profect & Survive' about how
to survive the aftermath of a nuclear at-
tack.

"Welfare Reform — Fewer people left
behind in this recession' boldly states: “A
new fest which focuses on what people can
do rother thon whoi they con't is keeping
more people seeking work, new figures
show today. Thousands of people are now
moving towards work rather thon being
left fo claim sickness benefit.T1]

In fact the Work Capability Assessment
test performed by Atos Medical Services
onh behalf of the DWP is based on the
principles and practices of the American
health insurance industry that President
Obama has sought to overturn. The WCA
is used on claimants of the Employment
and Support Allowance that came into
being on 27 October 2007 and has
given rise to great concern among
groups of disabled people and carers.
'Examining Medical Practitioners' em-
ployed by Atos have clearly been driven
more by government targets than by
claimant condition. Employment and Sup-
port Allowance level for a single person
is £89.30 for those in the 'working to-

wards work' group. Those placed in 'the
support group' face far less bullying and
a further £5 per week. {The government
calls the legalised bullying
'conditionality'.)

Claimants told that they are 'not dis-
abled enough' to be eligible for ESA
lobseekers Allowance are directed to-
ward lobseekers Allowance (£64.30 per

Our focus must be the
misleading nafure of
much government
propaganda abouf the
welfare reforms dedi-
cated fo sfripping claim-
anfs of their rights.

week for single over-25s; much lower for
school leavers).

The numbers of seriously ill ESA claimants
placed in the 'work related activity
group' has been a huge concern for
groups such as CarerWatch and veteran
disability rights campaigner Joseph
Healy, as well as Citizens Advice Scot-
land.[2] [3] In LB Camden, the disabled
people's organisation Disability in Cam-
den is the only source of advocacy sup-
port for ESA claimants through tribunals.
One tribunals expert covered 15 ap-
peals in December 2009, including three
hearing attendances in one day. Camden
CAB have pulled out of such support be-
cause of the immense amount of work
and stress involved. None the less, figures
given out by the DWP conveniently fail
to acknowledge that any ESA appeal
tribunals find in the claimant's favour.[4]

The Minister for Disabled People, Jona-
than Shaw, responded in October 2009
to criticisms about the misery imposed by
the Work Capability Assessment by say-
ing that ESA and the WCA had created
“a more proactive system.” Shaw's 19
January claim that ESA was created in
collaboration with the major disability
charities is nothing new. He now fails to

adcknowledge the misery that
“improvements and changes” would sup-
posedly avert.[5]

Contrast Shaw's talk of “a more proactive
system” with Jloseph Healy's report that
people with only months left to live are
obliged to attend their local jobcentre.
lobcentres “are clogged up with people
unable to work and desperately ill because
of government red tape,” reports a job-
centre worker.[6]

| am reminded of a Home Office reply in
September 1980 to my preference for
voluntary euthanasia over drinking from
a toilet bowl in the aftermath of a nu-
clear attack. Nicola Wearden of the
Home Office reported that “if would take
several thousand nuclear bombs, system-
atically placed country, to devastate the
whole of the UK. (That was under a
Conservative government.)

Notes

[1] http://www.wired-gov.net/wg /wg-
news-1.nsf /Ifi /410417

[2] http: / /carerwatch.com /mhealth

[3]  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1 /hi/
scotland /8326929.stm

[4]  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1 /hi/
scotland /8326929.stm

[5] http://www.wired-gov.net/wg /wg-
news-1.nsf /fi /410417

[6] http: / /carerwatch.com /mhealth

See also

http: / /www.cpag.org.uk

http: / /www.nas.org.uk

http: / /www.benefitsandwork.co.uk
http://www.un.org /disabilities/
convention /conventionfull.shiml

BEEN SOLD OFF TO QINETIQ AND THE
NEXT PICTURE 1S GOING TO BE CALLED
‘LIVE AND LET PFI'

SORRY JAMES, NO MORE GADGETS - WE'VE
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Migrant workers continue to be scapegoated for the economic crisis yet their rights are
continvously forgotten, argues Joint International Coordinator, Farid Bakht

Migrants are invisible in the world of
the environment, economics and politics.

They are definitely in the sights of the
media if they fit a paricular frame. The
Muslim. The Asylum Seeker. The one
'jumping the queue for housing'.

Yet, when it comes to climate change,
whose voices did we hear? Wasn't
Bangladesh one of the most mentioned
countries in the run up to Copenhagen?
Yet, in the cacophony of NGOs, experts
and concerned politicians, who heard
the voices of the Bangladeshi diaspora
living in London, Europe or North Amer-
ica?

It seemed everyone wanted to talk
about Bangladesh. Very few wanted to
talk to Bangladeshis or hear what they
thought.

Brick Leine

| went o an exhibition of art in Brick
Lane in November. A well-known NGO
was staging a collection of paintings by
an artist who had gone to Bangladesh,
visited villages vulnerable to rising wa-
ters and commissioned to put brush to
paper.

At the function, there was a smattering
of concerned progressive individuals,
chattering earnestly about what they
were doing, networking, and admiring
the work. It was all smiles and positive
thinking.

| innocently asked one of the organisers:
“where are the Bangladeshis?’ What a
silly question. After all, we were in the
heart of Banglatown talking about their
country of origin and the bleak future
dhead of them, surrounded by 50,000
of their countrymen.

The question was apparently puzzling,
and elicited a response: we don't usually
invite them to these kinds of 'dos'.....
who do you think we should have in-
vited?.... Councillors...2

To which, | replied very politely {as |
was representing the Green Party, and
we are supposed to be cuddly and nice)
“Er, yes and other opinion formers,
leaders of the community and experts
too. Even a couple of 'ordinary people'
perhaps.”

| thought the latter could explain why

"Disobedience, in the eyes of anyone who has read history, is man’s original virtue.

they are still sending money back to a
country which climate experts say will
become a disaster zone because of
worse floods, drought, rising sea water,
and be economically ruinous.

| am not expecting future invitations.

The World Bank v the migrant

When it comes to economic develop-
ment, progressive voices say we need to
raise foreign aid to 0.7% of GDP. Or
Despite being advocates of
'savage cuts', the political consensus of
the major parties is that 'foreign aid'
should be protected, ring-fenced or
even enhanced.

Yet, who mentions remittances? The fact
that at least £200 billion goes through
official channels every vyear. This is
equivalent to foreign aid and investment

more.

Migranfs are invisible in the
world of the environment,
economics and politics.

by multinationals put together.

More over, the money sent by waiters,
cleaners and shopkeepers comes without
strings. No advice about privatisation,
liberalisation or de-regulation. No ad-
vice about how to run the country. No
advice about shutting down factories,
throwing people out of jobs and effec-
tively de-industrialising entire sectors of
the economy.

We are all aware of the World Bank,
DFID and IMF.

We lump good aid and bad aid to-
gether, agreeing more must be sent.
Yet, we ignore the migrants who send so
much more, effectively 'free money'.
Politicians in most countries do the same.
They allow themselves to be manipu-
lated by the 'Aid Consortium' or as they
call them 'donors'.

And most do very little for the migrant.
Exceptions are some Latin American
countries and | am sure you can guess
which ones treat migrants fairly.

| mentioned Bangladesh earlier. Foreign
Aid is £1.2 billion. Take away £0.7 bil-
lion which they must pay every year in
debt repayment. Then take away the

rest which goes in paying for consultants
and imported goods and services.

The Bangladeshi diaspora sent £7 bil-
lion last year. Promised the right the
vote, they still cannot. They are har-
assed at airports when they return.
When any of them get into trouble
abroad, they are left to fend for them-
selves. The government turns a blind eye
to mal-treatment especially in the oil-
rich kingdoms of the Middle East. Or
students in distress in East London.

The policy is simple: they call people
going abroad 'manpower export'. Like
any car, or shirt that is sold abroad, the
government is interested in the foreign
exchange which keeps their economy
afloat. The people are secondary.

Elections & Votes

What about politicians here?

In London, you would have thought eve-
ryone would be jumping up and down
trying to secure their vote.

Why? Because one in four of Londoners
is of foreign origin perhaps.

Well, that's not how it works.

Roughly half a million cannot vote as
they are illegal, for various reasons.

The others can be seen as useful in the
European elections or GLA ones — but
they are not cast in the starring role in
case in alienates the 'mainstream voter',
Let's not go there for now. But, with im-
migration being a political football with
political consequences throughout this
island, the migrant is framed in some of
the categories mentioned at the start of
this article.

As possibly the most intemationalist
Party, Left of Centre, in the true sense,
we should be taking this issue seriously
and ensuring we monitor whether our
candidates or membership reflect the
communities and constituencies and
whether we have engaged with them
sufficiently.

The migrant is unfaily dumped at the
bottom of the pile.

Filipino regimes are not well known for
for being progressive. In one aspect,
they excel themselves. They officially
call their diaspora: heroes.

It is through disobedience and rebellion that progress has been made.” Oscar Wilde




