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NO TOBRITISHRULE
ÉIRE NUA �
the positive
alternative

In response RepublicanSinn Féin said that Mr Adamscannot expect faithfulRepublicans to endorse theceding and surrender of sover-eignty over the Six Countiesto the English government.

This will not happen. We base this on the factthat Ireland is a sovereignnation and as such has theright to defend itself, as haveother sovereign nationsthroughout the world, from

foreign aggression. There canbe no "closure of the conflict"until Britain states publiclythat it will leave Ireland onceand for all.Neither can we be expect-ed to support the treacherousdestruction of arms at thebehest of the BritishEstablishment. Republican Sinn Féinbelieves that the StormontAgreement of 1998 will notwork in the long run. We ask

the Unionists to look again atthe ÉIRE NUA proposals fora four-province federal Ireland(rsf.ie) in which they wouldhave a working majority with-in a nine-county Ulster. Withmaximum devolution ofpower and decision-makingthe position of nationalistswould be safeguarded. This isthe positive alternative.Elections: End England's rule in IrelandBOYCOTT this undemocratic under-taking orSPOIL your voteBy Adams and McGuinness and Provisional Sinn Féin taking part inthis election, with the TEST OATH, they are:1. helping English rule in Ireland with the return of Stormont;2. denying Republicans and Irishmen and Irishwomen their civilrights; and3. ENCOURAGING the English occupation.Below is the test oath supported by Provisional Sinn Féin and theSDLP: �Elected Authorities (NorthernIreland) Act 1989(c.3) Occupied Counties of IrelandDeclaration against terrorismPart 1Form for inclusion in consent to nominationI . . . declare that, if elected, I will not by word or deed express sup-port or approval of:(a) any organization that is for the time being a proscribed organi-zation specified in Schedule 2 to the Northern Ireland (EmergencyProvisions) Act 1978; or(b) acts of terrorism (that is to say, violence for political ends) con-nected with the affairs of Northern Ireland.�Republican Sinn Féin will NOT (a) disown publicly the organisa-tions of the Republican Movement or (b) deny the right of the Irishpeople to resist English rule in Ireland.

DURING the lastest failed talks by the Britishgovernment and the Dublin administration torevive Stormont and the simultaneous treacheryof a further destruction of arms by the Provosmilitary organisation, Gerry Adams called, ineffect, on faithful Republicans to do likewise.



Mary had been givenonly a few days notice fromthe DPP about the decisionand therefore on Tuesday sheappealed the decision tobegin her trial with such shortnotice.  Her re-trial is now setto begin at Kilrush court nextFebruary 2004.  
Mary's first trial endedwith a hung jury on the issueof criminal damage, she wasfound guilty of trespass.  It isthe 90,000 US troops whohave travelled throughShannon during 2003 whohave trespassed with impuni-ty.  Mary applied for a judi-cial review of that trial to 
investigate what she feltwas prejudice by the judgeduring that trial and sheapplied for financial legal aidto cover the expenses duringthat trial. Those applications

were both denied on Tuesdaymorning at Kilrush court.At an early stage in herfirst trial, Judge Karl Moransaid, that because Mary hadadmitted to disarming the USplane, she was therefore acriminal under Irish law.Even though Mary had plead-ed not guilty to criminal dam-age based on the full evi-dence.  Her motive and thefull evidence was not consid-ered by the judge before heopenly determined her crimi-nality.  
Her defence counselobjected to the judge'sremark which was prejudicedas it had not allowed hermotive or the full evidence tobe considered and they askedfor the jury to be dismissed.Their objection was over-ruled.  The judge alsoinstructed the jury, before

they withdrew to considertheir verdict, that they mustfind Mary guilty of criminaldamage under Irish propertylaw as she had admitted todisarming the plane.  Thejudge was demanding that thejury would ignore the fullfacts of the case, comply tohis narrow-minded interpre-tation of the law and to con-vict her as a criminal.  Herdefence counsel objection tothis prejudiced instructionwas also over-ruled.
Justice and law are clear-ly different and that's why wehave juries, so that judgementand verdict are superior to thetechnical or individual inter-pretation of written laws.Judge Karl Moran hasattempted to undermine thiscrucial foundation of justice.  

When the jury were inprivate session consideringtheir verdict they asked thejudge to show them a truecopy of the specific lawwhich they had been instruct-ed to follow in finding herguilty.  The judge told thejury he would read that law tothem but the jury insisted onseeing the law as written, forthemselves to interpret.  
The judge refused toshare the crucial legal docu-ment with the jury and arro-gantly repeated his ownbiased interpretation of thatlaw to them, possibly fabri-cating as he spoke.  The samedeceptive and biased judgehas been appointed by theDPP for Mary's re-trial.
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I would like to join Republican SinnFéinBa mhaith liom bheith i mo bhall de Sinn Féin Poblachtach

Ainm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Seoladh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Tel: . . . . . . . . . . . .Age (if under 21). . . . Send to: Teach Dáithí Ó Conaill223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1Teil: 01-872 9747; Facs: 01-8729757.or 229 Falls Road, Belfast e-mail: saoirse@iol.ie http://rsf.ieor contact your local paper seller fordetails

For a fullBritish 
withdrawalfrom 

Ireland

OUR AIMS
For a full British withdrawal fromIreland . . . The establishment of atrue 32-County FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTREPUBLIC . . . The establishment ofa new all-Ireland parliament, com-pletely outside the present partitionistset-up, to oversee the running of thenew neutral non-aligned Ireland . . . 

OUR HISTORY
Formed in 1905 . . . We are the oldestpolitical organisation in the country .. . Organised throughout the 32Counties . . . We have continuouslyrejected the failed political entities ofthe Six and 26 Counties in existencesince the British partitioned our country . . .

� is committed to supporting prisoners for which  CABHAIR is responsible
� is generating publicity in support of Irish national independence. 

We need your support. Our website address is:
http://irishfreedom.net

GearrscØalta

SAOIRSE December editionpublished 3/12/2003

Results of Dublin raffle
OCTOBER Draw results were as follows: 1st prize ticket no
231; 2nd prize 239; 3rd prize 146; 4th prize 156; 5th prize 181;
6th prize 423; 7th prize 472; 8th prize 340. 

Scurrilous Provo election leafletTHE Vice-President of Republican Sinn Féin, DesLong,  Limerick, said on October 21 that the onlyorganisation that has consistently called for an endto feuding in Limerick and that has offered to nom-inate a go between to negotiate an end to violence isRepublican Sinn Féin and for anyone to allege anydifferent is a distortion of the truth, RSF said in astatement. Des Long said that the facts are well known and on the pub-lic record yet the Provos continue to engage in aping the distort-ed journalism of the tabloid press. �While I do not wish to dignify the scurrilous claims of theProvos in their election leaflet being distributed around Limerick,the blatant lies must be answered in case any decent person isfooled by these false claims,� he said in the statement.  TheProvos refer to �breakaway microgroups� and I shall let thesegroups reply in their own time but as a long-time Republican Iwish to state that the true Republican Movement has never takenany side in the Limerick feud. �In fact Republican Sinn Féin has often called for an end tothe feuding and we offered to provide a mediator between bothsides in the interests of bringing peace to the city. For the Provosto twist the truth and to use weasel words like "if these reports aretrue" smacks of the baser acts of the gutter press and shows theProvos are learning fast from their new found friends in the main-stream media. �The local people who are behind this type of truth twistingmust ask themselves what happened to Gareth O'Connor and theother people who were disappeared by the Provos. If they are sin-cere about the suffering of bereaved families let them go to theirleadership and ask that the body of Gareth O'Connor be returnedto his parents for a proper decent Christian burial.  These Provosmust cease throwing mud at faithful Republicans whose onlydesire is to see real peace and lasting brought about by theremoval of the root cause of conflict from our country.�Rent allowance caps riskhomelessnessWORKERS living in private rented accommoda-tions are faced with the extra danger of homeless-ness if they become unemployed, the local cumannof Republican Sinn Féin warned on October 4. Seán McGoldrick, spokesperson for the Joe McDonnellCumann, Republican Sinn Féin, which serves Crumlin and theSouth Inner City said that recently imposed caps on rentallowance payments along with the high rents that people face inthe private rented sector mean that newly redundant workers facea real risk of homelessness. �People living in landlords flats who may be at risk of beinglaid off may not know that the Eastern Health Board haveimposed rent allowance caps since the start of the year. For asinge unemployed person the maximum rent is �107 per week. Iftheir rent is less than �107 per week 88% of that will be paid bythe EHB. If their rent is more than �107 per week then 0% will bepaid. For example if a persons rent is �108 per week they will beexpected to pay that out of �124.80. �People just out of work and looking for a new job do notneed this extra worry. This is more penny-pinching from the gov-ernment, aiming it's cut-backs at a vulnerable and disorganisedpart of society.�EU health card planfaces criticismTHE UK civil liberties organisation, Statewatch, haslaunched strong criticism of the European Union'splans for a microchip-based EU health card from2008.The card, the brainchild of the European Commission, is tocontain general information about the individual cardholder aswell as complete medical records including treatment and medic-inal use records, reports the Danish newspaper Jyllands Posten.As a first step, to be completed by 2004, individual EuropeanUnion member States are to decide what identity details are to beused at the national level � such as pictures, fingerprints, or  reti-na profiles. However, Statewatch fears that the card is one furtherstep towards a �Big Brother� society.�We all know what this is about. The authorities want a cardwith all personal information, which is to be used as a driver'slicence, passport and health-card, as well as for banking informa-tion,� says Tony Bunyan, head of Statewatch, according toJyllands Posten. Many fear that the health-card could be the firststep to introducing an EU-wide identity card through the backdoor.Tan War Veteran on radioON October 22 Tan War Veteran Dan Keating (twomonths short of his 102nd birthday) was a guest ofRadio Kerry to discuss the previous day's treacheryat Stormont.When questioned about the outcome of the "talks", Dan stat-ed the only outcome of these talks was the formation of two pup-pet parliaments on the island of Ireland. When asked what hissolution would be, he stated there is only one and one only way,that was "a British declaration of withdrawal, leave the island ofIreland for once and for all, and erect one parliament for the 32-County Irish Republic"He finished by saying that as long as there is a British pres-ence in any part of Ireland, there would never be peace.

Republican Sinn FéinVice-President Des Long saidthe present rail and bus termi-nus is inadequate for theincreased demands placed onpublic transport. He wasspeaking at the announcementthat Republican Sinn Féin willfield candidates in Ward Oneand Ward Four � in theNorthside and Southside of the

city in the 2004 local elections. �Our candidates are MickRyan in Ballynanty and SeánO'Neill in Prospect - and bothmen are now calling for a newbus and rail terminal to be sitedon the former Guinness Depotin the Carey's Road area,� DesLong said. �For years the site hasbeen allowed lie derelict and

now we are calling for a majorre-development plan to re-locate the national Expresswaybus station there. �The site is also ideal forthe proposed new rail spur toShannon Airport. In fact thelocation is also adjacent to theexisting rail line and theCarey's Road facility couldalso serve as the station for theproposed urban rail service toMoyross, Bunratty andShannon Airport. The mainColbert Station dates from the1850's and it was never intend-ed to cope with the passenger

numbers now using the build-ing. The provision of a rail linkfrom Limerick to Shannon isvital if we are to have a fullyintegrated public transport sys-tem. 
�Our candidates will becampaigning for the provisionof adequate public transport inaddition to highlighting theongoing cutbacks in socialemployment schemes and con-tinuing attempts by this dis-credited Administration tocurb the living standards ofordinary  people.�

Limerick rail and bus terminus demand
A NEW bus and rail station for Limerick will beone of the policy proposals on the manifesto forboth Republican Sinn Féin candidates in the localelections next year the organisation's Vice-President said on October 10.

Retrial for USplane disarmer
THERE was a good solidarity group outsideKilrush court, Co. Clare, on October 21 as MaryKelly's re-trial began.



During the past month theprotestors have protested(peacefully) at depots in allareas of Dublin city andCounty. On October 14 and15 protestors successfullyblocked bin trucks from leav-ing any depot. However thetactics used by the Councilshave resulted in heightenedtension between the counciland the protestors. The council are operatinga policy of non-collection forthose who refuse to pay thisunjust double tax.They now place red stick-ers on the bins of those whohave not paid their 'bin tax' -(in Tallaght for instance, man-agement have been busy plac-ing red stickers on bins!) anda green sticker on the bins ofthose who have a waiver.Also the Councils have a'blanket' injunction whichcovers anyone and everyonefrom picketing the depots,interfering with bins or lorriesor any council property. Alsoby sending final notices,threatening non-collectionand seizure of bins the

Council believes this willbreak the back of the cam-paign.This has not deterred theprotestors however. Theypatrol the areas five days aweek operating an 'all ornone' system which has beenvery successful.  In vast majority of the binworkers are sympathetic andin some cases refused to passthe pickets so the bin lorriesremained in the depots untilthe police move the protes-tors. The bin workers weretold they would be taken offthe payrole if they did not goto work and also were warnednot to collect bins with redstickers.The Free State andSpecial Branch have nowbeen called in to assist thecouncils. At the Griffith Avedepot on 30 October severalpeople were hurt (none seri-ously) when the Gardaí usedforce to try and move the pro-testors. The protestors how-ever held their ground andrefused to move. In Oldcourt,Tallaght on the same day a

special branch car along witha squad car, and several vehi-cles from the council,watched as a small crowd pre-vented two bin lorries from

leaving the estate because thearea had been 'red stickered'and bins were being leftbehind. So far the Council seemsto be concentrating their non-collection in the better offestates where the campaign isnot as well established andpeople are not as wellinformed. And although thefigures for non-payment andwaivers in working classareas may be high, the figuresfor non-payment in middleclass areas is also very high -despite what the media wouldlead us to believe.     In Walnut Close,Kingswood, Tallaght onOctober 24 council workersattempted to seize a numberof bins but were preventedfrom doing so by protestorsand the local residents. Thebins had been loaded ontotrucks but the trucks wereprevented from leaving. The21 bins were returned at about4pm. However in theDunmore area of Kingswoodcouncil workers seized anoth-

er 21 bins.Garry Keogh of SouthDublin Co Council said the"We are thinking aboutextending the withdrawal ofbins to the rest of the county.We are also continuing thepractice of non-collection forthose who have not paid".  So far 15 protestors havebeen jailed, from between aweek to a month - but insteadof people being frightened offthe campaign has grown instrength. The tactics adoptedby the campaign have a 37%support in Dublin accordingto a poll in the SundayTribune of October 26.People have realised that ifthe councils get their way inthis unjust tax then the door isopen to privatise waste man-agement.  In a statement the Anti-bin Tax Campaign has point-ed out that 'In 41 local author-ity areas were the bin tax wasintroduced privatisation fol-lowed. For the bin workersprivatisation has resulted inredundancies, wage cuts, a

decimation of working condi-tions and automatic unionrepresentation has gone outthe window. The privatelyowned Oxigen and NationalWaste Management compa-nies have refused to let theirworkers join a union.If the Councils andGovernment can successfullyimplement the bin tax, thenand only then will a privatecompany be interested intaking over the service.Dublin would be the mostprofitable of all refuse collec-tion services". This campaign looks setto continue for some time aspeople realise they have beenduped. The current coalitionin Leinster House believesthat it can bully and intimi-date people into submission -with the assistance and collu-sion of the police, who them-selves have lots of questionsto answer. Most people in Dublinnow accept that everyone isactually paying their bincharges through their taxesand those who refuse to paythe extra tax are justified indoing so. No one is trying toavoid paying their taxes andno one wants to put the binworkers out of a job. TheAnti-bin Tax Campaignbelieves that 'the best way forthe bin workers to secure theirjob is for the anti-bin tax cam-paign to succeed'.  The campaign is nowadvising the people to scrapethe sticker from their bin andto get organised road by road(it is surprising how many redstickers there are). As theCouncil may try to repeat thesame tactic in the comingweeks they suggest that peo-ple put their bins out ingroups on the corner of thestreet or mix up the bins.They also suggest to thosewhose rubbish was leftbehind that they dispose ofrubbish at the BallymountCivic Amenity for �8 per carload.    The campaign can becontacted at 01-4934696 
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Bin protest continues in Dublin
DESPITE an almost total black-out on thereporting of such, the Anti-Bin Tax protest iscontinuing in Dublin. 

� South Dublin County Council removing wheel bins from householders in WalnutClose, Kingswood, Tallaght who have not paid their bin charges.

What Patrick Pearse and
his fellow Republicans
accomplished in Easter Week,
1916, was momentous and
truly revolutionary because
they did not say that it was
their desire to have a republic,
or that they sought a republic,
they in fact proclaimed a
Republic!

A Republic proclaimed
and endorsed two years later
(1918) by the overwhelming
majority of the people of
Ireland. For in that general
election Sinn Féin asked the
Irish people to copper-fasten
the Republic proclaimed in
1916 by supporting their can-
didates with the pledge that
with the return of a majority
they would ensure that the

Republic proclaimed in Easter
Week (Phoblacht na hÉireann)
would manifest itself to the
nations of the world.

Thus what the result of the
1918 election in Ireland man-
dated was the establishment of
a National Parliament and
arising from this assembly
was the expressed national
will of the Irish people, ie the
Declaration of Independence
from the centuries long mili-
tary and administrative occu-
pation by a foreign entity,
namely Britain.

The people had spoken! In
fact the nearest number of
candidates to Sinn Féin (with
73 elected) were the Irish
Unionists with approximately
26 candidates elected. But in

spite of the overwhelming
support by our nation for the
implementation of the princi-
ples of the 1916 Proclamation
the so-called 'mother of
democracies' rejected the will
of the people of Ireland and
attacked the new  32 county
Republic.

The Republic was defend-
ed by representatives of the
people  who had mandated it
into existence and during this
period known as 'The War of
Independence' the Irish people
suffered immensely from the
forces of perhaps the most vile
and destructive colonial
empire that the world has ever
seen. In fact the Black and
Tans are forever etched on the
national consciousness.

Now when we look at the
nineteenth century infamous
Act of Union imposed on this
country by Britain and consid-
er the consent freely given by
the Irish nation to the
Republican Parliament (Dáil
Éireann) established in 1919
surely that Republic warrants
our allegiance. In spite of the

fact that superior forces drove
it underground and refused to
let it function.

The Act of Union, howev-
er undemocratic, had an exis-
tence in time as had the
Proclamation  of  The
Republic and the Declaration
of  Independence: the former
the expression of political
skulduggery and the latter the
expression of national sover-
eignty.

And it is this National
Sovereignty that we as a peo-
ple today must defend against
the Belfast Agreement; as the
people of an earlier generation
defended the Republic during
the so-called Civil War. 

The latter war was a
tragedy and should never have
taken place. Its birth however
illustrates what can happen
when a people break ranks
and abandons principle under
the threat of force of arms and
the snake-like cunning of the
British establishment. The
result was the so-called
Anglo/Irish Treaty of the last
century.

As history records the

Republican delegates who
attended the Treaty negotia-
tions were not a united body
for British threats and propa-
ganda had ensured division
within their ranks. Thus in due
course Collins and others
signed the Treaty:  a treaty
which was illegal because of
the aforementioned British
threats and duress but primari-
ly from the fact that Michael
Collins and company had not
the power to sign on behalf of
the Republic. For how can one
person or group sign away a
Republic democratically
endorsed by the great majority
of the  people?

Now it is this great
expression of national sover-
eignty, a reality fed by the
blood of our people, that
pseudo-nationalists wish to be
replaced by the Belfast
Agreement As in the last cen-
tury they tried to replace it
with the so called Anglo Irish
Treaty. It is absurd for anyone
to try and equate the momen-
tous happening of  the estab-
lishment of an Irish Republic

with the expedient concoction
of the Treaty and the Belfast
Agreement.

Of course The Republic at
present is buried beneath the
continuing British militarily
and administratively occupa-
tion. That is the presence of
British military forces in the 6
counties and the two political
statelets which they imposed
to govern the island. That real-
ity does not invalidate howev-
er the reality of Phoblacht na
hÉireann which is the
expressed will of the Irish
people exercised by national
ballot.

No partitionist elections
or referendums invalidates it.
It still lives and in due course
it will function. That is the rai-
son detré of Irish revolution-
ary Republicanism. We are
revolutionary because our task
is to resurrect the Republic ...
what nobler or revolutionary
act could one imagine. And it
does not necessarily imply the
use of violence in pursuit of
its resurrection.

� Liam Ó Comáin

�Dissidents� aim to restore the All-Ireland Republic
DURING the so-called Civil War in Ireland atthe beginning of the twenties of the last centurythose who opposed the Anglo-Irish Treaty werecalled �irregulars�. The equivalent today ��dissenting Republicans�. So as a response towhat appears to be a darling phrase of MartinMcGuinness I present the raison d�etre of  ourposition. Which includes our reason for oppos-ing the Belfast Agreement. Please bear with me.



The assembled crowd led
by a colour party from Armagh
and Wexford and Na Fianna
Éireann walked the short dis-
tance to the Monument. The
Monument stands on the spot
where the home of one of the
men, Michael Watters, once
stood. 

Sarah Murphy, South
Armagh, chaired the proceed-
ings and a decade of the Rosary
was recited as Gaeilge by
Nuala Moore, Monaghan.

Wreaths were laid by
Ruairí White on behalf of the
Republican Movement, Niamh
Rice on behalf of the Joe
Conway/Willie Stewart
Ciumann Newry/Dundalk;
Brendan Tobin on behalf of the
Padraig O Paraill Cumann,
Wexford; Des Dalton on behalf
of Kildare/West Wicklow;
Josephine Hayden on behalf of
Cumann na mBan; Sarah
Murphy on behalf of the
National Graves and Na Fianna
Éireann also laid a wreath. 

A fine oration was deliv-
ered by Fergal Moore,
Monaghan.

�Today we remember
Paddy Parle, George Keegan,
Oliver Craven, Paul Smith and
Michael Watters who were
martyred for Irelands cause on
November 11th 1957.  Three of
the men were from hereabouts,
Smith from Armagh, Craven
from Down and of course
Michael Watters whose house
once stood here.  But Parle and
Keegan were from Co.
Wexford for then as now the
Republican struggle was an all-
Ireland effort.

�Republicans believe that
so long as one Irish man lives
under British domination, so
long as one square inch of Irish
soil is defiled by the Butcher's
Apron then it is every Irish per-
sons duty no matter where they
are from to free that Irish man
and to tear down that hated
flag.

�The Edentubber com-
memoration is in a unique posi-
tion in that it straddles the

British imposed border high-
lighting the fact that Ireland is a
land  divided and occupied.
This border region has never
been lacking in its support for
the Republican struggle.  Local
families like the Watters, the

Hanrattys and the Fagans were
and still are willing to give sup-
port to those who are taking the
fight for the All Ireland
Republic to our enemies.  It is
these people that are the foun-
dation stones of the Movement.
No revolutionary movement
can operate without the logisti-
cal support of the people on the
ground.  

�Without that support the
whole movement would col-

lapse.  It is this area here that
breeds the hardiest of
Republicans for to them the
occupation is a very visible
personal affront.

�Republicans are not over-
ly impressed by Armani suits
or shaking hands with the lead-
ers of the imperial powers.
Rather we are impressed by
loyalty and dedication.  We
admire when we see it Bravery,
Honour and Truth.  In short we
aspire to the Fenian Ideal.
'Purity in our hearts, strength in
our Ar

�The smoke and mirrors of
the so-called deal of a couple of
weeks ago was laughable.
Only an idiot would have
thought that Trimble would go
into an election having made a
deal with Adams.  Trimble's
political survival depends on
pandering to the most sectarian
section of our society.  But then
perhaps the Provo leadership
are idiots.  Only an idiot would
think that they could wash
away 200 years of Republican
resistance by bowing and
scraping to the Brits.
Republicans will fight tooth

and nail, even if these are the
only weapons left to us, to
remove the foreign power from
Ireland.Don't let the propagan-
da of the enemy fool you.  

�The elections that are
coming up later this month are
for a British parliament.  Those
who sit there in Stormont will
be members of a British parlia-
ment, those who are ministers
there are ministers of the
British Crown.  Moreover, even
to stand in these British elec-
tions a candidate must repudi-
ate the All Ireland Republic.
They must deny any support
for the army of the Irish
Republic.  No Republican
could ever do this.

�Therefore the Republican
Movement asks you to boycott
these British elections.  If you
think that enemies of the
Republic might steal your vote
then spoil your vote.  Tell your
friends and your family and
your colleagues in work to do
likewise.  There are no
Republicans standing for elec-
tion to Stormont for to do so is
to deny the Republic.

The partitionist assemblies
in Stormont and Leinster
House stand in direct opposi-
tion to the All Ireland Republic
and the sovereignty of the Irish
nation.  

�We in Republican Sinn
Fein and the Republican
Movement as a whole will
never accept the partition of
Ireland.  We will only accept
British disengagement and the
re-establishment of the All
Ireland Republic.  This is what
the Edentubber Martyrs fought
and died for.  This is what we
have fought for in the past and
what we will continue to fight
for.  A United Ireland free from
the centre to the sea.�

Sarah Murphy called on all
those present to support the
POWs and to join the
Republican Movement and to
help in any way possible to
advance the cause of Irish free-
dom. The piper played a lament
before leading the parade back
to the Border Inn where the
commemoration ended with the
playing of Amhrán na bhFiann. 

THURS. OCTOBER 2: A nationalist familywere targeted by loyalist gunmen for flying aTyrone Gaelic football flag at their home inRochester Court in the predominantly loyalistBallysally estate Coleraine, Co Derry. Thethree adults escaped injury when the loyalistgang opened fire. Minor damage was caused tothe front door and a window. The house hasbeen targeted on September 30 when theTyrone flag was removed was taken down,wrapped around a brick and throw though awindow. The family, who had lived in theestate for 20 years, have since moved out.SUN. OCTOBER 6: A primary which catersfor both Catholic and Protestant children atCrossgar, Co Down was targeted in an arsonattack which caused more than £50,000 dam-age to a mobile classroom used by childrenwith special needs.A nationalist family were forced to fleetheir home at Donegore Drive on the mainlyProtestant Parkhall estate in Antrim after ninewindows were smashed and the family car wasbadly damaged by loyalists.FRI. OCTOBER 10: The homes of twoprison warders in Newtownabbey, Co Antrimand Bangor, Co Down were targeted by apetrol bomb and gun attack respectively as partof an escalating campaign of intimidation byloyalists who are unhappy about the introduc-tion of segregation for Republican prisoners inMaghaberry.SAT. OCTOBER 11: A car bomb containing130 pounds of explosives which was left out-side Roslea police barracks in Co Fermanaghwas defused by British army bomb experts.

TUES. OCTOBER 14: In a statement to thenews media the Continuity IRA claimedresponsibility for planting an incendiary bomboutside York Road police barracks in northBelfast. The 30lbs device and timer was con-tained within a gas cylinder in a car parkednear the barracks. THURS. OCTOBER 16: The home of aretired prison warder was attacked with anexplosive device by loyalists at Donaghadee,

Co Down.TUES. OCTOBER 21: Following the furthersurrender of arms by the Provisionals in anattempt to resuscitate the failed assembly atStormont, David Trimble of the UlsterUnionist Party pulled the plug on the processwhen he refused to accept the report of theBritish Decommissioning Commission.SUN. OCTOBER 26: A pregnant woman wasforced to flee her new home in the predomi-

nantly loyalist Lisannelly estate in Armaghcity following an attack by loyalists in whichwindows were smashed and a flammabledevice was thrown at the house.
THURS. OCTOBER 30: The home of EllenDenvir, a 75-year-old widow, inNewtownabbey, Co Antrim, just outsideBelfast was targeted by loyalists who three redand blue paint bombs at the house. 

Chronologyof the Rising of 1803 and its aftermath 24 November: Yeomanry stood downfrom permanent duty.
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ForTheRecord

� The remains of a car containing 130lbs of explosives parted outside Roslea RUC/PSNI barracks in Co Fermanagh on October12.

Edentubber MartyrsCommemorated
Republicans gathered at the Border Inn,Ravensdale on Sunday November 2 to pay theirrespects to Paddy Parle, George Keegan, OliverCraven, Paul Smith and Michael Watters whogave their lives on November 11th 1957 in thecause of Irish freedom. 

� The Edentubber Martyrs died for Ireland, November11, 1957.



Tuesday, September 23,2003: An 18-year-old sixth
form schoolboy from
Ardoyne was attacked by loy-
alists as he was walking home
from St Gabriel's College on
the Crumlin Road in north
Belfast. During the attack he
suffered a cut lip and had two
teeth knocked out.

The student, who didn't
wish to be identified because
he was too frightened, said
later:

�I was walking down the
Crumlin Road and was just
passing Hesketh [Hesketh
cuts through from the
Crumlin Road to the loyalist
Ardoyne Road and Glen
Bryn] when I just saw a piece
of wood come at me and
someone's hand on it. It hit me
up the face and I stepped
back. The fella who was
wearing a cap, a blue jacket
and jeans ran off.�

The teenager also claimed
that loyalists were using a net-
work of cars, moped and
mobile phones to launch
attacks on nationalists. The
boy's headmaster, Tom
Armstrong, said he was dis-
mayed by the attacks.Thursday, September25, 2003: Fortwilliam
College, a Catholic college in
north Belfast, was the target
of a pipe bomb attack.Friday, September 26,2003: It was reported that a
school bus was stoned near
the Ardoyne shops. Later in
the evening British
Occupation Forces were
heavy on the ground in the
nationalist Bone area of the
Oldpark Road. Two British
Land Rovers parked on a
footpath on the Oldpark Road
from around 8pm and were
attacked by nationalist youths
who threw bricks, bottles and
fireworks. The attacks faded
when the Brits pulled out of
the area.Saturday, September 27,2003: There were reports of a
number of shots being fired in
St George's Gardens in the
Sandy Row area of south
Belfast at around 9pm.Sunday, September 28,2003: A number of people
claimed that shots were fired
in north Belfast in the early
hours of Sunday morning. It
was believed that the shooting
may have been loyalists test-
firing, as is often the case.Monday, September 29,2003: Our Lady of Mercy
Catholic School, which is in
the middle of the loyalist
Ballysillan area, was targeted
by loyalists. Nationalist
Ardoyne and the  Bone are
about two miles away and the
small Ligoniel area is about a
mile from the school and the
school is an easy target.

Around 12.15 loyalists
forced their way into the
school grounds and began
smashing windows of cars
belonging to teachers and
school dinner ladies. Petrol

was used to set a number of
the cars alight and in all eight
cars were burnt out or dam-
aged.

As news of the attack got
to the nationalist Ardoyne and
Bone areas concerned parents
went to the school to collect
their daughters. Those parents
who didn't have their own
cars were driven to the school
by local taxi-drivers who
drove back and forth to get
the children home safely. The
loyalists attackers made good
their escape, no surprise there.

One parent toldSAOIRSE: �This is the sec-
ond time I've had to come to
this school to take my daugh-
ter home because of this kind
of thing. People have no idea
what we here in north Belfast
have to go through. In any
normal place you send your
children to school with what
are the normal worries of
school, here , you send your
children to school always
with the worry that they get
through the day OK. The ter-
rible fear of this kind of thing
never leaves you. The con-
stant waiting for the phone to
ring is another fact of life.
Today it was the teachers' cars
as it was the last time. But
what will it be next?

�We are standing here in
the school grounds, look at
the flags all round the school,
we are in fact in the middle of
an area that is run by the UVF.
Maybe that will make those
who hear that understand bet-
ter the fears we have to live
with. It's a bad situation but
what can we do, teach our
children once again by the
hedgerows? Is that what these
sectarian bigots want? Well as
far as I'm concerned,
Catholics have come on a hell
of a lot since then and there'll
be no going back, no way!

�There are those who
would like to make us all
believe it's all rosy in north
Belfast, they hide the facts,
the truth, there's nothing rosy
about the sectarianism that is
alive and kicking. That's the
only fact of north Belfast.
Why lie about it! It's just terri-
ble.�

There were also reports
today of a postman being
beaten up in the loyalist
Seamore Hill area of
Dunmurry, just outside west
Belfast. It was believed the
postman was mistaken for a
nationalist and the attack was
carried out by the UDA.Tuesday, September 30,2003: There were reports of a
school in Ligoniel in north
Belfast suffering smoke dam-
age when a fire was started
near a window.

A group of loyalists held a
protest near Hesketh on the
Crumlin Road. There was ten-
sion and concern in national-
ist Ardoyne as this area that
runs into the loyalist Glen
Bryn has been the scene of a
number of sectarian attacks
on nationalists. No trouble

was reported.Wednesday, October 1,2003: Tension was high and
groups of nationalists and loy-
alists faced each other near
the Ardoyne shops. British
Occupation Forces were on
the ground but there was no
trouble.Thursday, October 2,2003: There were reports that
a member of the 32-County
Sovereignty Movement has
been abducted by a number of
armed Provisionals. The man
was named as Stephen Moore
and it was believed that he
was picked up by the
Provisionals on the Ormeau
Road the previous night. 

There were also reports
that a member of the
RUC/PSNI had been injured
when her unmarked car was
attacked by nationalist youths
in the Markets area. The
attack took place on
Wednesday night. The police-
woman was treated in hospital
for a wound to her eye. The
nationalist youths made good
their escape back into the

Markets.
Friday, October 3, 2003:

Stephen Moore, who was
abducted by armed
Provisionals on Wednesday,
was released on Thursday
night. He said later that up to
12 Provisionals had placed
duct tape over his nose and
eyes and said he was stripped
and made to wear a boiler suit
before being tied up and
aggressive questioning start-
ed. The Provos threatened to
shoot him.

He was taken from his
girlfriend's house in the lower
Ormeau Road and after his
ordeal he was dumped by the
Provisionals in the same area.

In the afternoon groups of
nationalists gathered near the
Ardoyne shops to watch
across towards the loyalist
Woodvale where around 100
loyalists had gathered at
around 3pm. The area was
also flooded by the
RUC/PSNI.

These stand-offs have
been going on since the start

of the week after attacks on
schools. The loyalists moved
off after about an hour and
nationalists at the shops went
about their shopping. Tension
remained high.Sunday, October 5,2003: Around 5am a 21-year-
old Ardoyne man was
attacked and badly beaten as
he walked near the
Cliftonville Road in north
Belfast.

Kevin Milligan had just
left a party at a friend's house
and was walking along near to
St James' Church when a car
pulled up and two men got out
and set upon him. He was hit
in the head with something
believed to be either a wheel
brace or hammer. There was
also a number of women in
the car. As the men beat
Kevin Milligan, he heard one
of the women say, "get in, get
in, he's had enough". There is
little doubt that the attack was
carried out by loyalists and
that Kevin Milligan was
pointed out by the Celtic foot-
ball top he was wearing.

He is lucky to be alive and is
still in hospital with a frac-
tured skull and other injuries.

Around tea-time there
were reports that fireworks
were being thrown from the
loyalist Glen Bryn area at
nationalist houses in the
Alliance Avenue in north
Belfast.

Monday, October 6,2003: Tension remained high
in a number of areas in north
Belfast following attacks on
nationalist people and homes
over the weekend. Once
again, as had been the case in
the previous week, loyalist
men and women gathered
near the Woodvale Road fac-
ing the Ardoyne shops.

At the Ardoyne shops,
nationalists broke off their
shopping to keep an eye on
the loyalists. Occupation
forces were also heavy on the
ground. During the night
nationalist houses in the
Deerpark Road area were
attacked.

Local areas
are asked to

write to
Republican
prisoners in
Portlaoise,

Maghaberry
and

Magilligan
prisons, in

particular those from their own
province, not forgetting prisoners

from the other provinces.
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CABHAIR continues to support alltrue Republican prisoners and theirdependants in Irish jails within the 32 Counties.With this in mind we ask for localareas to form Finance Committees.Help and advice will be given by theCentral Committee.All contributions should be sent to:
Central Committe

CABHAIR
223 Parnell Street

Dublin 1

Nationalist  school
children targeted

� House damaged in UDA feud-related attacks in north Belfast on October 13.

Cont. on page 7

A Belfast Chronology
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£30,401

�A chlann ionúin, an áit a
bhfuil éad agus glóirmhi-
an, tá achrann agus gach
uile chineál drochgh-
níomh; ach an eagraíocht
atá ó neamh, tá sí glan, ar
lorg na síochána, cineálta,
sochomh airleach, lán de
thrua. Agus lucht déanta
na síochána, nuair a
oibríonn said ar son na
síochána, cuirfidh siad an
síol a mbeidh an naofacht
mar thoradh air.
"Céard faoi deara na
cogaí agus na cathanna
seo eadraibh? Nach iad
bhúr n-ainmhianta a
bhíonn ag troid le chéile
in bhúr mbaill bheatha
faoi deara é? Is mian libh
rud éigin agus níl sé
agaibh, agus maraíonn
sibh lena fháil, más gá.
Bíonn sibh ag tnúth le rud
éigin, ach ní fhéidir libh é
a fháil, agus troideann
sibh go bhfaighidh sibh
leis an lámh láidir é. Níl
an rud agaibh atá uaibh de
bhrí nach nguíonn sibh ar
a shon. Má ghuíonn sibh
agus nach bhfaigheann
sibh, ní fhaigheann sibh
de bhrí nach n-iarrann
sibh ceart é: iarrann sibh
le bhúr ainmhianta a
shásamh.�

CIONTACHCÉANNA
Sin é briathar Dé, trí bhéal

an naoimh. Choinnigh mé an
bhilleog don gcolún seo, nó

b'fhéidir le Dia go gcuirfeadh
duine maith éigin an teach-
taireacht seo chuig George
Bush . . . agus daoine áirithe
eile. Éinne a chabhraíonn le
Bush, Blair, agus eile, táid
chomh ciontach céanna as an
scrios atá déanta den Iaraic.

Níl leithscéal dá laghad ag
Ahern, ná ag lucht Fhianna
Fáil i gcoitinne. Tá súil agam
go néirí go seoighe leis an
agóid atá geallta d'Aerfort na
Sionnainne, ach bíodh sé
déanta go síochánta, thús
deireadh, in ainm dílis Dé.

Agus mé ag scríobh, tá
gach cuma ar chúrsaí go
bhfuil deireadh le
"Comhaontas Aoine an
Chéasta", mar a thugann said
air.

Feachtas na síochána a
bhí le bheith ann, ach i ndonas
atá cúrsaí ag dul, agus páistí
scoile ina dtargaidí
"ceadaithe" , anois. Dona go
leir, a deir tú; ach nuair a
bhíonn Caitlicigh (mar dhea)
agus náisiúntóirí (mar dhea)
ag troid le Protastúin, tithe ma
bProtastún á scrios acu, cá
bhfuil ár dtriall, ar chor ar
bith?

Cuma faoin gríosú, más
Críostaithe muid tá fhios
againn ó Chríost féin gurb é
grá don gcomharsa an dualgas
is tábhachtaí. Agus más
náisiúntóirí muid is feasach
dúinn an dualgas céanna ach i
bhfocla eile, mar atá
Caitlicigh, Protastúin agus

Easaontóirí. Ionann an
tríonóid agus aon náisiún
amháin.

Dona go leor go mbeadh
�náisúintóirí� ag ionsaí
daoine eile toisc gur
Protastúin iad, ach céard é do
théarma ar iar-Phoblachtóirí a
ghoineann agus a mharaíonn
Poblachtóirí toisc iad a bheith
dílis don bhpolaitíocht atá
againn ó aimsir Emmet agus
Tone?

TRÍ FHOCAL
Ó Réablóid na Fraince tá

trí fhocal i dteanga na Fraince
a chuireann an réablóid agus
dá gciallaíonn sí go gonta inár
gcuimhne, mar atá Liberté,Égalité, Fraternité (Saoirse,
Cothroime, Bráthairse). Le
chéile, daonlathas is ciall don
tríonóid; agus má bhíonn
ceann amháin díobh in eas-
namh, níl ciall dá laghad ag an
dá cheann atá fágtha.

Cuir an teist sin i bhfei-
dhm ar an stát a bhfuil cónaí
again acu, agus céard é an
toradh? D'eile ach nach bhfuil
saoirse again; nach bhfuil
cothroime again; agus nach
bhfuil bráthairse again. Ní stát
daonlathach é.

Féach, níl cothroime
againn i gcúrsaí sláinte. Mar
is eol do chách, más duine
saibhir thú, gheobhaidh tú
leigheas, má bhíonn sin i ndán
duit, láithreach bonn.

Más duine bocht thú, nó
seanóir (mo dhálta-sa!) thú, ní
mór duit fanacht ar shaineolaí,
ar obráid. Is rí-eol domsa an
chaoi a bhfuil cúrsaí, nó ag
fanacht le bliain nach mór
atáim, le go ndéanfaí rud dom
éisteacht: �Déanfaidh an oth-
arlann teagmháil leat faoi sin
uilig,� arsa an dochtúir. Ach
níor airigh mé faic, faic na
fríde, ó shin!

Sláinte: Sin córas amháin,
ach ní ina haonar atá sí. Céard
faoi oideachas? Agus nach

bhfuil a fhios agat go bhfuil
deireadh le daonlathas ar an
leibhéal áitiúil?

NIMH SA DÓ
Deir na 'saineolaithe' gur

féidir críoch a chur le fadhb
an bhruscair ach é a dhó. A
mhalairt a cheapann an pobal,
nó an chuid is mó den phobal:
Scaoileann an dó nimh, agus
déanann an nimh an-dochar
do shláinte an phobail. Dioxin
a thugtar ar an diabhal céanna.

Formhór na gcomhair-
leoirí sa rialtas áitiúil seasann
said leis an bpobal. Céard é a
rinne an rialtos ach dlí a rith a
thugann an chumhacht do
bhainisteour an chontae a
rogha rud a shocrú fiú más in
éadan toil an phobail é.

Tá dlí nua rite le cur arís
eile in éadan toil an bpobail,
nó mura bhuil sé rite nuair a
léas sibhse an colún seo is
gearr go mbeidh! D'eile ach
agóidí in éadan chead
pleanála a mhúchadh nach
mór. De réir a chéile, mar sin,
cibé saoirse, cibé daonlathas,
a bhí again uair, tá deireadh i
ndán dóibh.

Agus céard é mo thuair-
im, arsa tusa, faoi égalité i
gcúrsaí dlí agus an Chúirt
dámanta úd gan choiste cúirte
(nó giúire) fós? Leor "tuair-
im" phóilín éigin le go gcaith-
fí fear nó bean isteach sa
bhríosún go ceann seacht nó a
thuilleadh bliana!

An bhféadfaí grúpa a
eagrú i ngach paróiste le
hagóidí a eagrú ar son liberté,
égalité, fraternité, nó a
gcomhchiall i nGaeilge agus i
mBéarla (nó cibé teanga is
túisce id bhéal, bail ó Dhia
ort)?

Nó an amhlaidh atáir at
nós cuma liom faoi chearta
daonna?

� DeasúnBreatnach

Séamus
MÁS duine thú, bail o Dhia ort, atá fós ag freast-al ar an Aifreann, chuala tú, roinnt Domhnaigh oshin, sliocht as litir Naomh Shéamais (3.16-43),mar atá a leanas: Lucht déanta na síochána, nuaira oibríonn said ar son na síochána, cuirfidh saidan síol a mbeidh an naofacht mar thoradh air.

KEVIN BARRY COMMEMORATIONRATHVILLY CO CARLOW, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER, 3pm* * * *EDDIE CARMODY COMMEMORATIONBALLYLONGFORD, CO KERRYSATURDAY, NOVEMNER 22, 8.30pmOrganised by Republican Sinn Féin* * * *CHARLIE KERINS COMMEMORATION TRALEE, CO KERRYFRIDAY, DECEMBER 5, Assemble: Pikeman Monument, Denny Street,Tralee, 7.30pm* * * *PICKET FOR POLITICAL STATUSGPO, DUBLINSATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 12.45-1.45pmOrganised by Republican Sinn Féin, Leinster* * * *

IMEACHTAÍ

JOIN FIANNA ÉIREANN

For information on joining apply to
http://fiannaeireann.com

Join 
CUMANN na mBAN

For details contact Máiréad Ní Chaoimh
c/o 223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1
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Tuesday, October 7, 2003:
There were claims that loyalist
homes had been attacked. The claims
were dismissed by nationalists who
believe the attacks were staged by
the loyalists themselves to cover up
for recent attacks on nationalists.
Loyalists claimed that attacks took
place in several areas: at Ohio Street
where they said nationalist cars
drove into the area to throw paint at
a UDA mural and a house; petrol
bombs were said to have been
thrown at a house on the loyalist part
of the Ardoyne Road.

There was a report of a shooting
in Dunmurry, just outside Belfast. A
shotgun was said to have been used
to blow out a window in a house.

A threat was alleged to have
been made by a person who claimed
to be a member of the "CRF -
Catholic Reaction Force", a group
that does not exist, against Protestant
postmen in west Belfast. This threat
is questionable as well as dangerous
to those living in the nationalist com-
munity of Belfast. Such threats from
faceless people, very likely not from
within the nationalist community, are
only about giving an excuse to those
who never need an excuse to attack
the nationalists areas. The threat was
made in a phone call.Wednesday, October 8, 2003:
There were a number of loyalist
attacks on the nationalist community
of north Belfast. Around 9.30pm a
number of nationalist homes were
attacked in Somerdale park off the
Crumlin Road. Windows were bro-
ken with paint bombs and fireworks.

About 11pm loyalists went to the
nationalist Mountainview area, just
across from the Ardoyne shops. Here
too a number of houses were dam-
aged with paint bombs and fireworks
thrown into a number of living
rooms. Luckily no one was hurt.
There was also a report of a loyalist
attack in the New Lodge area.Thursday, October 9, 2003:
Around 5pm a bomb went off beside
a speed camera at Chichester Road.
The bomb was said to have been
made of a pipe bomb and two gas
bottles and damaged the camera. 

In the evening a number of
nationalist school boys from St
Gabriel's secondary school were
attacked by a man on a motor bike.
The attacker tried to grab one of the
boys and hit him with an iron bar but

he managed to get away. The car
then drove off down the Crumlin
Road and into the loyalist Hesketh
Road.

There were no further reports of
trouble although tension remained
high.Friday, October 10, 2003:
Loyalists once again gathered at the
Woodvale Road, facing the Ardoyne
shops at around 3pm. There were
fewer than had been the case in
recent days and there was no trouble.Saturday, October 11, 2003:
Four young nationalists had a lucky
escape as they went to see their team,
Cliftonville, play at Windsor Park.
The taxi taking them to the ground
broke down and the young men
stood by the taxi while the driver
tried to deal with the problem, a
group of loyalists passed.

A number of sectarian remarks
were made as well as threats as to
what they were going to do to the
young nationalists. Some of the loy-
alists went for reinforcements, the
young nationalists were in an area
they did not know. A local Protestant
woman with two children told the
young men to get out of the area or
they would be killed, which they did
or they may have still been there
when the loyalist gangs returned.

As it was they had to run for it,
just keeping ahead of the loyalists
who pursued them. They ran from
the loyalist Village area, crossing
four lanes of the MI motorway at the
Westlink and made their way
towards the Park Centre. There they
met members of Republican Sinn
Féin who went to their aid and took
them back to north Belfast. These
young nationalists were in a very
dangerous situation and were lucky
to escape unhurt.Sunday, October 12, 2003:
Although fireworks were thrown at
nationalist houses on the Alliance
Avenue from the Glen Byrn area,
there was little trouble.Monday, October 13, 2003:
There was trouble in a number of
loyalist areas, mainly centred around
the Ballysillan, Silverstream and
Glen Bryn area.

It is believed that the trouble was
between members of the UDA and
started over a takeover bid. It was
not clear who moved to take over the
UDA in north Belfast but it seems
that the so-called caretaker brigadier
is bigot William Borland, better
known as �Bonzer�. He is believed

to have stood in for Andre Shoukri,
now in Maghaberry prison.

During the takeover bid a num-
ber of houses and shops were
attacked. One house was also burned
out in the Glen Bryn area, a number
of people were put in the boots of
cars and further reports stated that
trouble had broken out in Tiger's
Bay. Loyalist faceman for the UDA
in north Belfast Sammy Duddy later
claimed that the whole trouble was
nothing more than a �storm in a
teacup�.

Tuesday, October 14, 2003: It
has become clear that a number of
loyalist families had to leave their
homes, after a failed bid by one
group of UDA to take over north
Belfast.

There were reports of an arms
find in a shop in east Belfast. Three
hundred bullets were said to have
been found as well as gun parts. A
man and women were lifted in the
loyalist area of east Belfast.

There were reports pf a bomb
scare in a loyalist area of north
Belfast, centred around the Castleton
Avenue area of the York Road. It was
not known if the scare was a part of
the ongoing trouble within loyalism.
It was believed the scare started
around 8.30pm and the British army
used a number of controlled explo-
sions which could be heard over
much of Belfast.Wednesday, October 15, 2003:
The bomb scare of the previous night
was reported to have been a gas
cylinder with a timer. A number of
houses and a church were damaged
when British army bomb disposal

experts carried out controlled explo-
sions.Thursday, October 16, 2003:
No reports of troubles, although two
pipe bombs were said to have been
found in the St James's area of west
Belfast.Friday, October 17, 2003:
Loyalists in the Westland area have
claimed a number of windows were
broken by nationalists in their area
during the night.

This claim brought a counter-
claim from nationalists who believe
the attack was more likely to be wan-
ton vandalism by local youths in the
Westland area.Saturday, October 18, 2003:
The pipe bombs found in the St
James's area on October 16 were
believed to have been thrown at a
house in the area by loyalists. The
bombs were found at the homes of
nationalist pensioners and the attacks
were likely to have been carried out
by the UDA/UFF, probably operat-
ing from the loyalist Village area.

There were also reports of a
shooting in the Somerton Road area
of north Belfast. It was believed that
a number of shots were fired from a
Ford Fiesta car at a house on the
Somerton Road. No one was injured
and the attack was carried out by loy-
alists.

Monday, October 20, 2003:
Young nationalists in the Bone area
used fireworks to attack British
army/RUC/PSNI Land Rovers as
they patrolled the area but there was
no further trouble.Tuesday, October 21, 2003: The
Provisionals (Stormont Fusiliers) did

more dirty deals for their British
masters.

In the afternoon a bus was
attacked by loyalist stone-throwers
in west Belfast and a 16-year-old
nationalist girl was hit in the eye by
flying glass. The clearly sectarian
attack took place near Black's Road.Wednesday, October 22, 2003:
Tension remained high within loyal-
ism in north Belfast as the UDA car-
ried out a number of shootings.
Several men from a rival gang were
shot in the leg. There were claims
that the UDA were clearing up the
group within the UDA in north
Belfast who took part in a takeover
bid recently.Friday, October 24, 2003:
There were reports that a number of
fireworks were fired towards nation-
alist houses on the Alliance Avenue
from the Glen Bryn estate.Sunday, October 26, 2003:
Stones were thrown over the so-
called peace-line at the green in
Alliance Avenue where a number of
children were playing football. The
children were not hurt in the stoning
which seemed to be a hit and run.

Monday, October 27, 2003:
Nationalist and loyalist youths con-
fronted each other in the
Glengormley area just outside north
Belfast. Most of the fighting took
place around Portland Avenue.
Stones, bricks, bottles and fireworks
were used in the fighting which last-
ed for some time.

British Occupation Forces
moved into the area in force and ten-
sion was high.

� The window of a north Belfast home attacked with a paint-bomb on October 9.

Cont. from page 5

�Noting that the constitu-tional objectives of the PANAfavour Irish neutrality, opposemilitary alliances, and arededicated to the promotion ofEuropean and internationalsecurity through a policy ofdisarmament and demiliterisa-tion and a strengthenedUnited Nations;�Noting that the Draft EUConstitution represents an EUwith a strong military dimen-sion, closely aligned with anuclear military bloc (NATO),and committed to increasedarms spending and support forthe arms industry;�Concerned that the DraftConstitution also takes severalgiant steps towards a fully-fledged military alliance,armed not just with a militarycapacity but with mutual soli-darity commitments and, insome cases, mutual defencecommitments between

Member States, all within thestructures of the EuropeanUnion;�Acknowledging thatthere is no room for a nuclearstate in such a Union;�Deeply concerned in par-ticular with the impact onworld peace of the followingDraft EU Constitution provi-sions:�  A greatly strengthenedEU Foreign Minister who willoversee a Foreign AffairsCouncil and be assisted by aEuropean External ActionService (an EU ForeignService). He/she will alsoserve as a Vice-President ofthe Commission, handling allthe Commission�s externalaffairs. Any hopes of Irelandever pursuing an independentforeign policy, which isimperative for any active andpositive Irish neutrality, willbe further diminished if not

eliminated. [Title IV: Article27] �  Member States areobliged to make civilian andmilitary capabilities availableto the EU's common securityand defence. [Title V: Article40.3]�  �Member States shallundertake progressively toimprove their military capa-bilities.� This will requireIreland to increase its armsspending, a particularlyalarming prospect given thestate of the Irish economy andIrish public services, and thelevels of poverty existing inIreland and internationally.[Title V: Article 40.3]� A European Armaments,Research and MilitaryCapabilities Agency is to beestablished. It will be directedat improving the EU's militarycapabilities and strengtheningthe �industrial and technologi-cal base of the defence sec-tor�. The EU was founded onthe principle of peaceful andbeneficial cooperationbetween States, some of

whom were former enemies inwar. For the EU Constitutionto now promote the militaryapproach to resolving con-flicts is to undermine much ofwhat the EU has achievedthrough cooperative methods.[Title V: Article 40.3]�  Enhanced Cooperationis introduced into the defencearea for the first time. The[26-County] governmentmade much of the fact, duringthe Nice Treaty debate, thatenhanced cooperation (whichcould lead to a two-tier EU)did not apply to defence. Thisnew provision will allowStates to form mini-militaryalliances, using the EU's insti-tutions, and to engage in mili-tary operations in the name ofthe EU. [Title V: Article 40.6�  One element of this newenhanced cooperation indefence is that certain mem-ber states �shall� establishmutual defence agreementswithin the Union frameworkuntil the EU has agreed acommon defence. The formu-la given in the draft

Constitution for an automaticmilitary response to anyattack is from Article 5 of theWestern European Union'smilitary treaty. The EUConstitution also states thatthose states involved in thisenhanced cooperation onmutual defence �shall work inclose cooperation with theNorth Atlantic TreatyOrganisation (NATO)�. [TitleV: Article 40.7]�  A Solidarity Clause hasbeen inserted into theConstitution, stating thatMember States and the Unionshall act jointly against terror-ism and disasters, enablingthe Union to mobilise allinstruments at its disposal,including military resources.This is a very broad mandatefor it covers the threat of ter-rorism as well as an actual ter-rorist attack. Such a blankcheque would have, for exam-ple, allowed Ireland tobecome involved in attackingIraq or Afghanistan. Thisclause is yet another buildingblock in the construction of an

EU military alliance. [Title V:Article 42]�Be it resolved that:(1) PANA calls on theIrish government to insist thatthe military powers in the newdraft EU Constitution are sub-stantially amended during thepresent negotiations at the EUI n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a lConference.(2) PANA also, onceagain, calls on theGovernment to negotiate aProtocol similar to that ofDenmark which will exemptIreland from the militaryaspects of the EU. Such aProtocol is provided for inArticle IV.6 of theConstitution: �The Protocolsannexed to this Treaty shallform an integral part thereof'.�
(3) If such changes inthe EU Constitution are notachieved, PANA will be join-ing with many other organisa-tions and individuals to cam-paign for rejection of the EUConstitution in the subsequentreferendum.�

Draft EU Constitution contains strong military dimension
THE Annual General Meeting of the Peace andNeutrality Alliance (PANA) on October 18adopted the following:

A Belfast Chronology
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A simple stone marks thespot where he is buried, setthere by Mary Ann McCracken,sister of Henry Joe McCracken,the United man executed in1798, inscribed with �TheGrave of Russell�.  Proceedingswere chaired by localRepublican Danny Fitzpatrickand Sarah Murphy, southArmagh, recited the first andlast stanza of Florence Wilson'sfamous poem about Russell,The Man from God KnowsWhere.  A wreath, made up ofnative trees and shrubs, was laidby Niamh Rice, Newry andMargaret Dobbin, north Antrimread the 1803 Roll of Honour.The oration was deliveredby John Joe McCusker,Fermanagh, in the course ofwhich he said:�Thomas Russell was bornon November 11, 1767 inBetsborough House,Drumahane, Co Cork, fromIrish Protestant stock. His reli-gious background is only ofimportance to modern IrishRepublicans as a testament tothe evil sectarian bitternesssown and nourished by succes-sive British governments inIreland in order to maintain anunnatural and unwanted hold onour country. �Having served nine yearsin the British army ThomasRussell resigned his officer'scommission and became the

first Chief Librarian at theLinenhall Library in Belfast. Hebecame involved in nationalistpolitics and prepared the organ-isation to receive Wolfe Tone inBelfast. When the declarationwas taken by the United Men atCave Hill, Belfast he was to thefore laying plans for a rebellionagainst England's occupationand administration of our coun-try. �Russell was imprisoned inDublin in 1796 for his politicalactivities and was later trans-ferred to Fort George inScotland where he served a fur-ther two years, being released in1802. He immediatelyimmersed himself in the plan-ning and execution of what hasfittingly being described asEmmet's Rising.�Following the defeat ofthe Rising General ThomasRussell was upon capturebrought before an English kan-garoo court and was sentencedto death by hanging. Those whotestified against him did sounder the threat of death byhanging. Two officers in theIrish army, James Corry andRussell's adjutant, GeneralJames Drake, refused to testifyagainst him. They likewisewould be tried and were alsosentenced to death by hanging.�We here today can hardlybegin to imagine the turmoil inthe minds of these brave

Irishmen at learning their fate.We know nevertheless that theyexpected nothing less from ahostile judge and jury. We cantwo hundred years later withhindsight still empathise withtheir desire to rid this countryonce and for all of the Englishconnection.�Again let us ask the ques-

tions which were in the mindsof Irishmen and women allthose years ago. Let us voicethe questions that are in theminds of our people today andlet us vent our anger at thosewho would dare consign anoth-er generation to the fate ofslaves. You may be well-fedand better-educated slaves, nev-

ertheless you are not yetendowed with the economicand administrative freedomfrom which to order the affairsof your own country.�What right has a foreignparliament to legislate andadminister the affairs ofIreland? Speaking strictly inmodern terms, what right havetwo British-sponsored govern-ments in Ireland to trade onewith the other on how best tomaintain England's grip on theSix Occupied Counties and thestatus quo, the jobbery and cor-ruption in the 26 Counties?What right has a 26-Countyadministration to hold a refer-endum on a national issuewhich excludes the democraticrights of all the people in theNation?�These are rights whichcould have been afforded to allthe people of the nation despitethe British occupation. Theseare rights which did not requirethe use of physical force. �The Belfast Agreementdoes not represent progress nordoes it pursue a nationalistagenda. The Belfast Agreementhas enlisted among othersFianna Fáil, the SDLP and theProvisionals as sponsors of thecontinued occupation and thecontinued Partition of our coun-try. The Belfast Agreement hasexcelled at promoting the parti-tionist mentality and the germi-nation of a two-nation conceptably propagated by the FreeState and British media.�The Belfast Agreement isyet another English adjustmentto forestall Irish national rights.The Treaty of Limerick, the Actof Union, the Partition of our

country, the Anglo-IrishAgreement, the SunningdaleAgreement and now the BelfastAgreement; these representEngland's constitutional high-lights in dealing with the trou-blesome Irish.�Do you believe that in apeaceable environment HerMajesty's government inEngland are going to connivewith Irish nationalism to dis-member the Union? Let us lookat the evidence of the last 30years. Let us look at just onecase, where the British haveemployed murder in order toensure that their political intentand institutions would not fall. Ispeak of the murder of PatFinucane and the subsequentmurder of Billy Stobie.�Pat Finucane was not mur-dered because he was aRepublican; he was not mur-dered because as a solicitor hedefended Republican prisoners.Pat Finucane was murderedbecause he stumbled on infor-mation as a  consequence of hisjob, which pointed him in thedirection of Stake Knife. BillyStobie was shot because he wasprepared to talk and give evi-dence, which would see theBritish security services in thedock in relation to the murderof Pat Finucane.
�Our country is held to ran-som at the behest of the politi-cal whim of less than 2% of theIrish people. It is intolerablethat nationalist and so-calledRepublican politicians cannotarticulate the argument anddemonstrate as one the need forthe end of English rule inIreland.�

The 'Man from God Knows Where' remembered
ON Sunday, October 19,2003 Republicansgathered at the Protestant graveyard inDownpatrick, Co Down to remember ThomasRussell, the United Irishman from Cork whowas hanged in Downpatrick jail on October 21,1803. 

� Danny Fitzpatrick, Co Down, Sarah Murphy, southArmagh and John Joe McCusker, Fermanagh, at theGrave of Thomas Russell on October 19.

The parade was led by acolour party and two bands,the local Raheen Pipe Bandand from the Glens of Antrim,the Dr Arthurs AccordionBand. Wreath bearers partici-pated in the parade.The colour party consistedof Sam Cryan, Drumlion,Michael Hannily, Ballinagareand Seán Fitzmaurice,Kilmore. They carried theflags of the 1916 Rising, theIrish National Tricolour, theSunburst of Fianna Éireannand the Starry Plough of theIrish Citizen Army. ChiefMarshal of the parade wasFrank Beattie, Rahara.Dermot Mullooly,Strokestown presided at theceremonies at the CountyMemorial which were underthe auspices of the CoRoscommon IRA MemorialCommittee. He introduced DrSeán Maguire of Castlebarwho then performed theunveiling ceremony.A minute's silence wasobserved for the late AddieClarke of Hillstreet andMichael Hanly, Roscommon,life-long members of the com-mittee who died recently. PatsyO'Connell, Elphin, secretary ofthe committee, recited adecade of the Rosary in Irish.The Roll of Honour, whichis inscribed on the six-foot byseven-foot limestone memori-al, was  read by Pádraic Cryan,Cortober, Chairperson of theorganising committee. TheProclamation of the All-Ireland Republic, Easter 1916,was read by Joe Murphy,Ballinlough.

Wreaths were laid: onbehalf of the committee by JoeKelly, Kilglass; by Tom JoeFlanagan, Kilglass on behalfof Republican prisoners northand south; by Ruairí ÓBrádaigh, President, on behalfof Republican Sinn Féin andby Kathleen Tormey, Moate onbehalf of the relatives of all onthe Roll of Honour.Relatives present includedKathleen and Mary Tormey,Moate, grandnieces of JamesTormey; Liam Mannion, Hillof Berries, nephew of TobyMannion; Dermot and MichaelMullooly, Kiltrustan, nephewsof Michael Mullooly; MrsJosie Finlay, Clare, sister ofTom Hughes; Tommy Cull,Arigna, nephew of Séamusand Michael Cull.Also present were AnneHeffernan (niece), Bill Taylor(nephew) and Mary O'Donnell(niece, relatives of TomHughes, Bogganfin, Athlone,who was executed in Athlonemilitary barracks in 1923 byFree State forces.
Mrs Finlay, who is aged85, attended in a wheelchairhaving travelled the long jour-ney from Co Clare.Flags were dipped insalute as the Last Post wassounded by the bugler andraised again to the notes ofReveille.Dr Maguire, speaking firstin Irish, thanked the committeefor their invitation to speakand delivered the oration.�Forty years ago my latefather, Comdt-General TomMaguire unveiled this out-

standing monument to theRepublican soldiers of CoRoscommon.�The people respected andadmired Tom Maguire whowas TD for South Mayo-SouthRoscommon in the last All-Ireland Dáil. That 32-Countyassembly elected in 1918 wasthe parliament of the All-Ireland Republic proclaimedon the steps of Dublin's GPOin 1916.�Wolfe Tone is the immor-tal icon of IrishRepublicanism. He said:�Ireland would never be eitherfree, happy or prosperous untilshe would be independent andthat independence was unat-tainable while the connectionwith England remained.�

� �To break the connectionwith England, the never-fail-ing source of all our politicalevils and to assert the inde-pendence of my country, thesewere my objects.� Tone meantto achieve his objectives bysubstituting the name ofIrishmen and women for thedenominations Catholic,Protestant and Dissenter.�Five years after the 1798Rising, in 1803, RobertEmmet, Thomas Russell,Miles Byrne and MichaelDwyer  rose out in Dublin.They were not prepared toaccept the Act of Union. Theywere the first dissidentRepublicans.�Emmet was tried inGreen Street Courthouse in

Dublin and executed. Twohundred years later, trueRepublicans are still beingtried in Green Street. Plus cachange . . .
�Emmet's speech from thedock animated those whom wecommemorate today whosenames are inscribed on thismonument before us. �Let noman write my epitaph until mycountry takes her place amongthe nations of the earth.��The Young Irelanders, theFenians and the men andwomen of 1916 rose out inunbroken succession againstBritish rule. Yet men voted infavour of a Treaty of Surrenderin 1922 which divided ourcountry and accepted British

rule here.�This gave rise in our timeto 30 years of armed opposi-tion by Republicans.Unfortunately just as in 1922-23 an Agreement of Surrenderwas cobbled up and it wassigned on a Good Friday.�People who call them-selves Republicans took theirseats in the Stormont assemblyand acted as Ministers of theBritish Crown.�One of the prominentmembers of the StormontExecutive is quoted as followsin 1986: �Our position is clearand it will never, never change.The war against British rulemust continue until freedom isachieved.��Now those who continuetowards the achievement offreedom are called dissidents.Pearse, Clarke, Mellows,Plunkett and Connolly toowere dissidents. They wouldnot accept British rule inIreland and they died for theirprinciples.�Mary MacSwiney TD,speaking in Cork in 1922, said:�The people of a nation maynot voluntarily � even underduress � surrender their inde-pendence . . . a minority is jus-tified in upholding the inde-pendence of their country.��The Republican ideal hashad its triumphs and disasters.However, more and more linksare being forged every day andto the unbroken chain thatlinks us back to our sheetanchor, the father of IrishRepublicanism, TheobaldWolfe Tone.�The great Polish patriot,Marshal Pilsudski, said: �To bedefeated but not to surrender,that is victory!� �
The ceremonies endedwith Amhráin na bhFiannplayed by a piper and sung bythe crowd.

Roscommon memorial unveiled
SEVERAL hundred people formed up at theOld Cathedral, Elphin on October 5 andmarched in pouring rain to Shankill Cross forthe unveiling of the Roll of Honour memorial to41 Roscommon people who gave their lives from1916 onwards for Irish freedom.

�  Forty-one Roscommon soldiers who gave their lives for Irish freedom from 1916onwards were honoured at the county memorial, Elphin, on October 5.
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Hosted by the Regional Council of Sardinia
, the conference was held in the Sardinian
Parliament, one of the oldest parliaments in the
world according to the President of  the Regional
Council Efisio Serrenti who formerly opened the
conference, expressing his fears that the power
of the existing nation states will be reinforced
under the proposed EU constitution and his
desire to see a �Europe of free peoples�. 

Independence movements, language and cul-
tural groups, academics and Trade Unions from
all over Europe were represented including  Sinn
Féin Poblachtach's Assistant Publicity Officer,
Des Dalton who also attended the previous
CONSEU conference held in Barcelona in
January 2001, which ratified the Universal
Declaration of the Collective Rights of Peoples.

The nations who took part in the conference
were Ireland, Sardinia, Brittany, Scotland, the
Basque Country, the Faroe Islands, Corsica,
Catalonia, Sicily and the Canary Islands. The
agenda over the three days dealt with a number
of different topics including the increase of
repression aimed at independence movements
post September 11 and the US led war on and
occupation of Iraq. The impact the proposed EU
constitution will have on the stateless peoples of
Europe and the question of linguistic and cultur-
al rights.

During the debate on repression Yann
Choucq, a Breton Lawyer said that : �The
American definition of Terrorism is being used
to attack the ideology  behind the causes of polit-
ically inspired physical force.� He outlined the
situation in Brittany where the French state have
detained people for years without trial, their use
of special courts, �all of which amounts to a
denial of Human Rights and the right to mount a
defence,� he said. 

Des Dalton described the trial earlier this
year of eight Republican Sinn Féin members,
including Vice President Des Long, before the

non -jury Special Court as a political show trial,
pointing out  it was part of a wider campaign to
criminalise Irish Republicans  being carried out
by both the British government and the 26-
County State. 

A representative of Manca Naziunale, the
Corsican Independence Movement, gave an
account of the political situation in Corsica
where similar repression exists, in one case 15
people are being currently held in prison,
charged with the shooting of a policeman 15
years ago, �as of yet no evidence has been pre-
sented against them, it is clear they are being
held purely on the basis of their political beliefs,
France arrests people not on the basis of fact but
ideology,� he told the conference. He went on to
say that political prisoners should be: �defined
by their motivation not by the state�.

The Sardinian Independence movement,
Sardigna Natzione in their submission said that
terrorism is defined in the interests of the nation-
al states, and again painted a similar picture of
arbitrary arrest and coercion at the hands of the
Italian state. 

Gorka Elejabarrieta, assistant to Basque
MEP, K Gorostiga said that every vestige of
Basque nationality had been banned by the
Spanish State, with only one Basque language
newspaper left in existence to date, the banning
of the Basque Association of Local Government
Bodies, Trade Unions, language and cultural
groups, and public demonstrations, all of this
accompanied by large scale arrest and torture of
political activists. 

Professor Sergio Salvio, Florence, author of
Prohibited Nations pointed out that the pledge
contained within the proposed EU constitution to
�counter terrorism� would enable other states to:
�for example aid Spain in quelling Basque resist-
ance�. He also said that the EU constitution
merely paid lip service to the rights of stateless
nations while in effect it reinforces the primacy

of the existing states�.  
Raul Romeva, Doctor in International

Affairs at the University of Barcelona said that
George Bush and the group he represented were
not thinkers but fundamentalists, �who believe
they have a divine right to intervene in all situa-
tions with the world following an agenda set by
them�.

The conference agreed that the international
political climate had changed for the worst with
increased repression and censorship of independ-
ence movements. It was agreed in principle to
hold an Anti-Repression' conference in Brittany
next year. This was supported by Des Dalton.

The conference heard four submissions from
Ireland, Scotland, Catalonia and the Faroe
Islands, on their proposal for self-government.
Des Dalton said that in ÉIRE NUA, Republican
Sinn Féin possessed the only credible alternative
to the Stormont Agreement. 

�The Stormont Agreement is simply about
updating British Rule in Ireland. For over 800
years the root cause of conflict in our country has
been English rule, we believe that in ÉIRENUA, which proposes the federalisation of the
historic four provinces of Ireland, with maxi-

mum devolution of power down to local and
community level, lies the key to a sustainable,
just and lasting peace for all of the people of
Ireland.�

He said that the Provisionals had been co-
opted into the apparatus of British Rule, whilst
both the 26-County State and the British
Government have attempted to criminalise, sup-
press or absorb Irish Republicans who reject the
Stormont Agreement and refuse to compromise
with British Rule in Ireland.

�This has included the denial of political sta-
tus to political status to political prisoners,
rolling back the rights secured by Bobby Sands
and his nine comrades following their heroic
hunger strike in 1981.� 

He ended his address by stating that it was
Republican Sinn Féin�s hope in this the year of
Robert Emmet's Bicentenary that Ireland and all
of the other Stateless nations of Europe �would
one day take their place amongst the nations of
the earth�.

Lloyd Quinan of the Scottish National Party,
a former member of the Scottish Parliament said
there had been a �fragmentation of Scottish pol-
itics arising from autonomy with the SNP irrev-
ocably split between left and right on the ques-
tion of independence.� He pointed out that for
many within  the leadership of the SNP autono-
my had become an end in itself with Scottish
independence no longer on the agenda.

The conference went on to look at the impact
of the proposed EU constitution on the Stateless
peoples of Europe and a number of amendments
were proposed, however a number of delegates
including Des Dalton pointed out that as the EU
constitution was drafted by the existing nation
states it was never likely to uphold or promote
the rights of the occupied nations of Europe. 

The CONSEU again provided a forum
where the stateless peoples of Europe could
share and compare their respective experiences,
whilst carving out their space in the world com-
munity of nations.  

Gathering of stateless nations in Sardinia
SINN Féin Poblachtach were represented at the CONSEU (Conference ofthe Stateless Nations of Europe) conference held in the Sardinian capital,Cagliari, on September 26, 27, and 28. 

Who could ever have conceivedof an American president calling theworld to arms against �terrorism� in�Afghanistan, Iraq and Gaza�?Gaza? What do the miserable,crushed, cruelly imprisonedPalestinians of Gaza have to do withthe international crimes againsthumanity in New York, Washingtonand Pennsylvania?Nothing, of course. Neither doesIraq have anything to do with 11September. Nor were there anyweapons of mass destruction in Iraq,any al-Qa'ida links with Iraq, any45-minute timeline for the deploy-ment of chemical weapons nor wasthere any �liberation�.No, the attacks on 11 Septemberhave nothing to do with Iraq. Neitherdid 11 September change the world.President Bush cruelly manipulatedthe grief of the American people �and the sympathy of the rest of theworld � to introduce a �worldorder� dreamed up by a clutch offantasists advising the Secretary ofDefence, Donald Rumsfeld.The Iraqi �regime change� as wenow know, was planned as part of aPerle-Wolfowitz campaign docu-ment to the would-be Israeli primeminister Benjamin Netanyahu yearsbefore Bush came to power. It beg-gars belief that Tony Blair shouldhave signed up to this nonsense

without realising that it was no morenor less than a project invented by agroup of pro-Israeli American neo-conservatives and right-wingChristian fundamentalists.But even now, we are fed morefantasy. Afghanistan � itsAmerican-paid warlords raping andmurdering their enemies, its womenstill shrouded for the most part intheir burqas, its opium productionnow back as the world's number oneexport market, and its people beingkilled at up to a hundred a week (fiveAmerican troops were shot dead twoweekends ago) is a �success�, some-thing which Messrs Bush andRumsfeld still boast about. Iraq � amidden of guerrilla hatred and popu-lar resentment � is also a �success�.Yes, Bush wants $87bn to keep Iraqrunning, he wants to go back to thesame United Nations he condemnedas a �talking shop� last year, hewants scores of foreign armies to goto Iraq to share the burdens of occu-pation--though not, of course, thedecision-making, which mustremain Washington's exclusiveimperial preserve.What's more, the world is sup-posed to accept the insane notionthat the Israeli-Palestinian conflict� the planet's last colonial war,although all mention of the illegalJewish colonies in the West Bank

and Gaza have been erased from theMiddle East narrative in theAmerican press � is part of the�war on terror�, the cosmic clash ofreligious will that President Bushinvented after 11 September. CouldIsrael's interests be better served byso infantile a gesture from Bush?The vicious Palestinian suicidebombers and the grotesque implan-tation of Jews and Jews only in thecolonies has now been set into thiscolossal struggle of �good� against�evil�, in which even Ariel Sharon� named as �personally� responsi-ble for the 1982 Sabra and Chatilamassacre by Israel's own commis-sion of inquiry � is �a man ofpeace�, according to Mr Bush. Andnew precedents are set without dis-cussion. Washington kills the leader-ship of its enemies with impunity: ittries to kill Osama bin Laden andMullah Omar and does kill Uday

and Qusay Hussein and boasts of itsprowess in �liquidating� the al-Qa'ida leadership from rocket-firing�drones�. It tries to kill Saddam inBaghdad and slaughters 16 civiliansand admits that the operation was�not risk-free�. In Afghanistan, threemen have now been murdered in theUS interrogation centre at Bagram.We still don't know what really goeson in Guantanamo.
What do these precedents mean?I have a dark suspicion. From nowon, our leaders, our politicians, ourstatesmen will be fair game too. Ifwe go for the jugular, why shouldn'tthey? The killing of the UN's SergioVieira de Mello, was not, I think, achance murder. Hamas's most recentstatements � and since they've beenadded to the Bush circus of evil, weshould take them seriously � arenow, more than ever, personally

threatening Mr Sharon. Why shouldwe expect any other leader to besafe? If Yasser Arafat is driven intoexile yet again, will there be anyrestraints left? Of course, America's enemieswere a grisly bunch. Saddam soiledhis country with the mass graves ofthe innocents, Mullah Omar allowedhis misogynist legions to terrify anentire society in Afghanistan. But intheir absence, we have created ban-ditry, rape, kidnapping, guerrilla warand anarchy. And all in the name ofthe dead of 11 September. The futureof the Middle East � which is what11 September was partly about,though we are not allowed to say so� has never looked bleaker or morebloody. The United States andBritain are trapped in a war of theirown making, responsible for theirown appalling predicament butresponsible, too, for the lives ofthousands of innocent human beings� cut to pieces by American bombsin Afghanistan and Iraq, shot downin the streets of Iraq by trigger-happy GIs.As for �terror�, our enemies areclosing in on our armies in Iraq andour supposed allies in Baghdad andAfghanistan � even in Pakistan. Wehave done all this in the name of thedead of 11 September. Not since theSecond World War have we seenfolly on this scale. And it has scarce-ly begun. � Robert Fisk
(Robert Fisk is a reporter for TheIndependent and author of Pity theNation. He is also a contributor toCockburn and St. Clair's forthcom-ing book, The Politics of Anti-Semitism.)

A  grandiose  folly  �  thepolitical  capital  of  9/11
WHEN the attacks were launched against the WorldTrade Centre and the Pentagon two years ago today[September 11, 2001], who had ever heard of Fallujah orHillah? When the Lebanese hijacker flew his plane intothe ground in Pennsylvania, who would ever havebelieved that President George Bush would be announc-ing a �new front line in the war on terror� as his troopsembarked on a hopeless campaign against the guerrillasof Iraq?

� Hopeless campaign � 15 US soldiers died in a missile attack ontheir helicopter on November 2.



The chairperson of theevening said they were gatheredin �one of the most historic sitesin Ireland�. Michael O'Brien ofthe publishers The O'BrienPress said there was the makingof a TV documentary in thematerial in the book. Olivia O'Leary (whosegrandfather was in Frongoch) inlaunching the book said �onecan feel the ghosts of theRepublican women prisoners inthis place in the presence ofmany of their relatives�. Shewas glad to see some recogni-tion given, at last, to �IrishFemale Activists� who were�No Ordinary Women�. Thelast of the women prisonerswere released in December1923.Dan Hoban of Mayo whoseaunt Brigid O'Grady was a pris-oner there in 1922-23 was pres-ent representing her family.Brigid was 18-years-old at thetime and resumed activities

with Cumann na mBan on herrelease. She died at 24 years in1927 due to illness contractedfrom the rigours of service.Sinéad McCoole thankedall those who had helped her inher research but said she hadomitted one acknowledgement� that of Ruairí Ó Brádaigh,President of Republican SinnFéin. It was Ruairí who pointedher in the direction of MargaretBuckley. Margaret Buckley,who was President of Sinn Féinfrom 1937-1950 remained anopponent of the Irish Free Stateuntil her death and as a resultshe was �missing from themainstream history books�. �My disservice to Mr ÓBrádaigh was that I omitted himfrom my acknowledgementsout of fear � fear that I wouldbe seen to be a Republican or'shiner', which in the south, hasrightly or wrongly been per-ceived to be associated withviolence for the 34 years that I

have been alive. �My omission of Mr ÓBrádaigh's name has led toweeks of soul-searching andreflections on my actions. Ihave concluded that history hasalways been manipulated foruse of contemporary politics.Revisionism and Section 31have played their part in obliter-ating the history of our past inmore recent times � and I wasguilty of my own censorship.�Sinead spoke of the contri-bution made by womenactivists, known and unknown,in the struggle for Irish free-dom, ie Máire Comerford,Dorothy Macardle, HannahSheehy-Skeffington who after1923 �� continued to com-mand an audience with theirwords.�Most of the politicisedwomen were Anti-Treaty andstayed outside theEstablishment. MaryMcSwiney and Dr KathleenLynn (who refused to take anoath of allegiance to the Crown)could not find work in the stateas teachers or doctors�[how-ever] they continued to work.Dr Kathleen Lynn founded StUltan's Children�s Hospital andMary MacSwiney had her ownschool run without state fund-

ing.  Those who remained com-mitted to the physical force tra-dition continued in Cumann namBan � but there were manywho were forced for economicreasons to leave Ireland neverto return, others were silenced�� Sinead concluded ��sadly,today our disassociation in themodern-day Ireland from ourhistorical past, the drummingdown of history in our schoolsis a direct result of the divisionin the North. We have movedaway from commemoration andhave surrendered all our heroes� and what we are left with isno sense of who we are, wherewe came from or where we aregoing.  By our silence and ourfear of guilty by association weleave room for the distortion ofthe truth. �Let me conclude with thewords of one of the inmateshere in 1923, she wrote a simpleverse � Nora O'Sullivan wrote:�Remember me is all I ask andif remembrance proves a task,forget.� �Republicans will not behappy with some of the termi-nology used by SinéadMcCoole. However, this is awonderful book, long overdueand well worth purchasing.

Éamon Healy of Sligojoined the RepublicanMovement in 1956. Therewas no family background ofRepublicanism but Éamonread up Irish history and thatinfluenced him in the direc-tion of the Movement. Dáithí Ó Conaill wasorganiser in Co Fermanagh in1956 and visited Sligo on anumber of occasions and itwas he who recruited ÉamonHealy into the IRA. Active at that time in theSligo unit of the IrishRepublican Army were theDolan brothers, Charlie andJimmy, Norbert Ferguson,Jim Henry and Harry Young,a Protestant Republican.Jimmy Dolan had been elect-ed to Sligo Corporation in

1955 for Sinn Féin. Trainingin arms and allied matters of amilitary nature was constant-ly engaged in.The 1956-62 Campaignof Resistance to British occu-pation was under way andboth Éamon and JohnnyJudge volunteered for activeservice in 1959. Éamon oper-ated in west Fermanagh andrecalls participating in anambush near Belleek onBritish troops which cameclose to going badly wrong.The mine used containedexplosives which were notpowerful enough for the job.At this period he was incontact with Joe O'Neill andMinnie Donnelly inBundoran and Liam Slevin  inBelleek. In 1960 Berney

Barry of Mullaghmore took aseat on Sligo Corporation andin 1967 Norbert Fergusonwas elected to Sligo CoCouncil in place of JimmyDolan. He became Mayor for1967-68 and Éamon remem-

bers him going to Kilconnell,Co Mayo to unveil a plaqueover the grave of MichaelSilke in Kilconnell Abbey. Michael Silke hadworked for the Ursuline nunsin Sligo and was Chief of the

Republican Police in thecounty 1920-22. He wasinterned without trial in theCurragh 1941-44. NorbertFerguson died suddenly at anearly age in 1969, but notbefore he had declared hisopposition to the Officials orthe Workers' Party as theybecame.Éamon opposed the�Stickies� because in hiswords �they were notRepublicans�. He was nowassociated with MickMooney, a Dublin man whocame to work in Sligo. Backoperating again in westFermanagh Éamon had as acomrade Pat Ward of Donegaland later Ciarán Mac Muirí,another Sligo man and enthu-siastic Gaeilgeoir.Seán McGoldrick andKevin Coen, both ofRiverstown, also shared therisks. Kevin was killed inaction at Cassidy's Cross inCo Fermanagh, on the mainSwanlinbar-Enniskillen road,

by undercover British troopson January 20, 1975. Éamonrejected the Provos in 1986for the same reasons as before- "they were no longerRepublicans and stood withRepublican Sinn Féin sincethen. A Guard of Honour of hiscomrades in Republican SinnFéin accompanied hisremains, draped with theNational Flag at the removalto the Cathedral in Sligo andagain at the funeral the fol-lowing day. At the gravesideproceedings were chaired byCon Darcy and Dan Hoban,Mayo, gave a fitting oration.
Éamon Healy is survivedby his wife Rosaleen and twodaughters, Sarah and Deirdre.SAOIRSE extends deepestsympathy to the family circleand to his friends and com-rades. I measc Laochra nanGael go raibh sé.
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Brón ar an mBÆs

� Éamon Healy

He was born in 1935 in
Jerusalem � then part of
British-ruled Palestine � and
raised in Egypt before mov-
ing to the United States as a
student. He was for many
years the leading US advocate
for the Palestinian cause. His writings have beentranslated into 26 languagesand his most influential book,Orientalism (1978), was cred-ited with forcing Westernersto re-examine their percep-tions of the Islamic world. His works cover a pletho-ra of other subjects, fromEnglish literature, his aca-demic speciality, to music andculture. His later booksinclude Musical Elaborationsin 1991, and CulturalImperialism in 1993. Many of his books �including The Question of

Palestine (1979), CoveringIslam (1981), After the LastSky (1986) and Blaming theVictims (1988) � were influ-enced directly by his involve-ment with Palestine. He was aprominent member of thePalestinian parliament-in-exile for 14 years before step-ping down 1991. Said, a professor atColumbia University for mostof his academic career, wasconsistently critical of Israelfor what he regarded as mis-treatment of the Palestinians.He prompted a controversy in2000 when he threw a rocktoward an Israeli guardhouseon the Lebanese border. Columbia did not censurehim, saying the stone was notdirected at anyone, no lawwas broken and that hisactions were protected byprinciples of academic free-

dom. He wrote two years agoafter visits to Jerusalem andthe West Bank that Israel's�efforts toward exclusivityand xenophobia toward theArabs� had strengthenedPalestinian determination. �Palestine andPalestinians remain, despiteIsrael's concerted efforts fromthe beginning either to get ridof them or to circumscribethem so much as to makethem ineffective,� Said wrotein the English-language Al-Ahram Weekly, published inCairo. His outspoken stancemade him many enemies; hesuffered repeated deaththreats and in 1985 he wascalled a Nazi by the JewishDefence League and his uni-versity office was set on fire. After the signing of theOslo peace accords betweenIsrael and the PalestineLiberation Organisation(PLO), Said also criticisedYasser Arafat because hebelieved the PLO leader hadmade a bad deal for the

Palestinians. In a 1995 lecture, he saidArafat and the PalestinianAuthority �have become will-ing collaborators with the(Israeli) military occupation,a sort of Vichy governmentfor Palestinians�. Salman Rushdie oncesaid of Said that he �reads theworld as closely as he readsbooks�. The Irish critic SeamusDeane described him as:�That rare figure: a truly pub-lic intellectual who has apowerful influence within theacademy and also a potentpublic presence. He's a verybrilliant reader, of both textsand political situations.� Hamid Dabashi, chairmanof Columbia's Middle Eastand Asian Languages andCultures Department, said:�Over the past three decadeshe was the most eloquentspokesman for the plight ofthe Palestinians.�Said is survived byMiriam, his second wife.(From The Guardian,September 25,2003)

Éamon HealyREPUBLICANS in the Sligo area and indeedthroughout Ireland were saddened to learn ofthe death on October 3 of Éamon Healy, Sligotown.

Edward Said EDWARD Said, the world-renowned scholar,writer and critic died at a New York hospital onSeptember 25 aged 67. He had suffered fromleukaemia since the early 1990s.

John StackTHE death took place at Tralee GeneralHospital on October 14 of John Stack of MilkMarket Lane, Tralee, Co Kerry. John was 85-year-old when he passed away and was prede-ceased by his wife some two years ago.A life-long Republican, John Stack was one of the last ofthat gallant band of Republicans of the 1940s period, noble andhonourable men who suffered so much in the internment campsof the Curragh and Arbour Hill. He was interned for a number of years in Arbour Hill andlater the Curragh where "cage visits" were the order of the day.John refused a "cage visit", as he said himself, he would notallow his loved ones to undergo humiliating and degrading stripsearches. Indeed, he endured his entire time of internment with-out a visit.He was released in 1944 and married Madge O'Connor andtogether they operated a very successful restaurant business andalso trained and bred many outstanding greyhounds. A guard of honour from Republican Sinn Féin accompaniedhis remains to the church and burial place on October 18, witha lobe piper leading the cortege. George Rice delivered a fittingoration both in Irish and English, outlining John's steadfast ded-ication and loyalty to the 32-County Irish Republic. John Stackwas true to the spirit of the men of 1916, his gallant comradesof the 1940s, Charlie Kerins, Maurice O'Neill and SeánMcCaughey.The piper played a lament as the remains were lowered intothe grave. George Rice, on behalf of the Republican Movement,extended sincere sympathy to the nieces and nephews of Johnand Madge Stack. Proceedings closed with the singing and play-ing of Amhrán na bhFiann.

Launch of book on �extraordinary Republican women�
No Ordinary Women. Irish Female Activists in theRevolutionary Years. 1900-1923. O'Brien Press �28(hbk)SEVERAL hundred people attended the launch ofSinéad McCoole's book No Ordinary Women. IrishFemale Activists in the Revolutionary Years. 1900-1923, in Kilmainham Jail museum, Dublin onOctober 1, 2003.

� Dan and Theresa Hoban, Mayo with photo of Dan�saunt Brigid Fahy, who was imprisoned in Kilmainhamjail in 1922-23 at the launch on October 1.



But what did the 26Counties make of thatmoment at the end ofSunday's game, when theTyrone team went into theirdressing-room, put theirarms round each other andsang the Soldiers' Song?� Irish Times, October3, 2003, column by FionnualaO'Connor headed �NorthernGaels show confidence�.Whatever you did onBloody Sunday, it clearlydid not count against you interms of your career withinthe army.�Séamus Treacy, barris-ter for some of the families ofBloody Sunday victims, ques-tions a British soldier at theSaville Inquiry who was pro-moted several times, IrishTimes, October 4, 2003, ThisWeek They Said column.The most importantpoint is that they can con-firm they have not foundany stocks or weapons ofmass destruction of anykind.� Hans Blix, formerchief UN weapons inspector,as a report delivered to USCongress says no trace ofWMD has been covered inIraq, Irish Times.Indignant charges thatUS intelligence estimateswere willfully pervertedhave come from the USCongress in the person ofthe chairman of the HouseIntelligence Committee,Florida Republican PorterGoss, a former CIA officer.Similar charges have beenrightly leveled in Britain.� Sunday BusinessPost Agenda, opinion columnby US journalist AlexCockburn, October 5, 2003.The Hutton Inquiry intothe circumstances of [DrDavid] Kelly's death wasintended by the Blair gov-ernment as a diversion fromthe main issue of bogus,g o v e r n m e n t - e n d o r s e d'intelligence' aboutSaddam's nuclear, chemicaland biological weaponsarsenal.� Alex Cockburn.In those days [1968]when television news on thisside of the Atlantic consist-ed mainly of formal, staticreporting, the RUC seemedto forget that there werecameramen present.Or perhaps, more sig-nificantly given the politicalclimate of the time, theydidn't seem to care.� Sunday BusinessPost, October 5, 2003, TomMcGurk column.                     The RTÉ coverage ofthat moment in Duke Street[Derry, October 5,1968] waslike a starting pistol firedacross the sleeping land-scape of an Ireland then amere two generations intopartition.There could hardly havebeen a more articulateexpression for the then stateof Northern society than thecasual brutality of the RUC,which was, of course,

defended by the Stormontgovernment.� Tom McGurk.What nationalists weredemanding � at thatmoment anyway � was fullBritish rights in a Britishstate. Perhaps it was only atactic, but it was the fur-thest a nationalist hand hadever reached out towardsacceptance of the SixCounties as a political enti-ty. � Tom McGurk.Within a very short timethose nationalists who hadoriginally withdrawn theirconsent from the statebecause it treated them assecond-class citizens, andhad then tried the experi-ment of civil rights, wereonce again withdrawingconsent because the statehad now proved itself to beunreformable.And it was into this newcatharsis that militantRepublicans eagerlystepped.� Tom McGurk.Take the loyal citizenswho tore down a TyroneGAA flag from a house inColeraine last week,wrapped it around a brickand fired it through the liv-ing room window, thenreturned two nights laterand fired shots into thehouse.Sectarian? �Oh no,�they might say, �that flagwas hung out there to alien-ate and intimidate us. Weare the victims here.�� Sunday Tribune,Susan McKay, October 5,2003, Susan McKay,Northern Editor.The sorry truth is, thereare Protestants in the Northwho think there would beno sectarian problem ifCatholics would just keeptheir heads down.The same goes forhomosexuals and racialminorities.� Susan McKay.�Trimble might be ableto get into a [Stormont]executive, but how do youkeep him there? His execu-tive's [UUP] decision tokeep the anti-agreementelement outside at all costswill come back to haunthim."� Susan McKay quotesBrian Feeney, commentatorand historian.After all, if [Roger]Casement's private life real-ly had been as his detrac-tors claimed, how was itthat his Belgian and otherenemies hadn't used suchinformation to discredit aman whose work was sodamaging to them?� Irish Times WeekendReview, October 11, 2003.Book review by DeclanKiberd of Casement by AngusMitchell, Hans Publishing,£8.99 sterling.
Mitchell wished toestablish what can beknown with absolute cer-tainty, that Casement wasone of the inventors of thoseideas of human rights forwhich today many enlight-ened activists are workingin yet another noble butprecarious stand in the faceof the latest imperium.� Declan Kiberd bookreview.He [Dershowitz] says,for example, that he

believes reasoned criticismof Israel to be valid, and heeven registers his own oppo-sition to one key element ofcurrent Israeli policy: theestablishment and expan-sion of the settlements.� Sunday BusinessPost Agenda, October 12,2003. Niall Stanage reviewsThe Case for Israel by AlanDershowitz.At certain points, healso disgraces his own civillibertarian credentials, aswhen he argues in favour ofIsrael's blatantly unjustpolicy of destroying thehouses of families alleged tohave �assisted� terrorism.�Recall the 2002 pollthat found 87% ofPalestinians supported ter-rorist attacks.�� Niall Stanage.The Government willreceive the Barron reportinto the 1974 bombings inDublin and Monaghan inthe next two weeks, it hasemerged.The attacks remain thebiggest unsolved crime inthe history of the State withthe worst single loss of life(33 dead) in the Troubles.� Irish Times, ArthurBeasley, Political Reporter,October 13, 2003.While the report wasoriginally expected lastOctober, the work was frus-trated by a lack of coopera-tion from the Britishauthorities.� Irish Times.The PSNI ChiefConstable, Mr Hugh Orde,last October, has said dissi-dent Republicans still posea significant danger to secu-rity in Northern Ireland fol-lowing the attempted car-bomb attack on a police sta-tion [at Roslea] in CoFermanagh.� Irish Times.�If you look at the workwe have done and theGarda Síochána have done,there are a lot of dissidentsin prisons north and southof the Border.�But, in a way, the moresuccessful we become, themore dangerous that smallminority have become,� hesaid.� Irish Times.
It [CORI] recommendsthat corporation tax beincreased to 17%, capitalgains tax be raised and thatthe levy on financial institu-tions be added to.

Carbon taxes shouldalso be introduced and taxon wealth [eg DIRT] beincreased, said CORI.The tax-take on proper-ty should also be raisedthrough a land rent tax forinstance.� Irish Times, pre-Budget submission by CORI,October 13, 2003.European Union fish-eries ministers have agreedto replace the Irish Box, a50-mile, protected fishingzone around the Irish coast,with a conservation areaone-third of the size. � Irish Times, October14, 2003.The Irish Box was creat-ed to protect fish stocks inIrish waters when Spainand Portugal joined the EUin 1985. both countries werebanned from fishing in thezone until 1996, when amaximum of 40 Spanishtrawlers were allowed tofish there.� Irish Times.The new area stretchesa little further south thanthe Irish Box but excludingthe western, north-westerneastern and south-easternwaters.All fishing vessels morethan 10 metres long willhave to report each timethey enter and exit the zone,recording their catch everytwo hours.� Irish Times.Spain's fisheries minis-ter added that Madridwould fight in the courts forfull access to Irish waters.� Irish Times.A former battalion com-mander in the UlsterDefence Association con-firmed yesterday that hewas among the paratroop-ers deployed into theBogside area of Derry onBloody Sunday . . .� Irish Times, October14, 2003.Known as Soldier 203,he told the Saville inquiryinto the shootings onJanuary 30th. 1972, that hewas also an associate ofJohn McMichael, thedeputy leader of the UDA . .. � Irish Times.A boy who was 14 yearsold at the time he wasordered to strip and standnaked in front of gardaí in apolice station has beenawarded �8,500 damagesagainst the Minister forJustice, Equality and Law

Reform.� Irish Times, October15, 2003.The award brings to�429,481 the total paid outin 2003 in settlements andawards to people who madecomplaints against gardaí,mainly of unlawful deten-tion and assault.� Irish Times.In a damning assess-ment of the police investiga-tion, [Ombudsman Nuala]O'Loan discovered that theRUC Special Branch weretold by sources outside theGarda of RIRA plans tostrike but failed to alertofficers on the ground inOmagh.� Sunday BusinessPost, Crime CorrespondentBarry O'Kelly, October 19,2003.The Anglo/Americaninvasion of Iraq has creatednot a liberated space but anenormous political vacuuminto which all the historicand bitter political and reli-gious divisions of theMiddle East have nowflowed.We have anotherAfghanistan on our hands,another patient killed bythe doctors.�Sunday BusinessPost, Tom McGurk column,October 19, 2003.But lately people have asense that Fianna Fáil isushering through a longseries of petty laws andtaxes with the cumulativeeffect of making everyone'slife a little harder.� Sunday BusinessPost, Seán Mac Cárthaigh,Political Correspondent,October 19,2003.The lack of respect dis-played by the three govern-ments [London, Dublin andWashington] to the party ofconstitutional nationalism[SDLP] was deeply insult-ing.� Sunday Tribune,Stephen Collins, Politics col-umn, October 19,2003.Maybe it was justanother instance of the lawof the political jungle so elo-quently summed up byBritish prime ministerBenjamin Disraeli who, acentury and a half ago,wrote:�There is no act oftreachery, of meanness, ofwhich a political party isnot capable; for in politicsthere is no honour.�� Stephen Collins.

However, according tothe Loyalist Commission,which includes the UUP'sDavid McNarry, Trimble'sadviser, �there arguablyremains a potential role forloyalist paramilitaries . . .� � Sunday Tribune,Northern Editor SusanMcKay, October 19, 2003.The commission, in aleaked internal document,goes on to argue that,because of the �runningdown of the securityforces�, loyalist paramili-taries may be needed "inrespect of defending localcommunities".� Susan McKay.It also notes: "it isaccepted that all organiza-tions need funds to func-tion, not least paramili-taries with all their associat-ed costs" and urges loyalistarmies to seek alternativesto armed robberies, loansharking, extortion and thelike.� Susan McKay.After all, loyalists have,in recent years, describedsectarian murders as a"measured response" to"republican provocation".The commission, set up twoyears ago to try to stopfeuding among loyalists andto try to keep loyalist com-munities peaceful, includesseveral Protestant clergy.� Susan McKay.Northern secretary PaulMurphy is still trying toavoid the dreaded phrase"joint sovereignty", but itjust won't go away andexamples of how it works inreality keep appearing.Murphy and otherintransigent unionistsmight like to note that, atlast Friday's EU summitmeeting, Germany was rep-resented by . . . FrenchPresident Jacques Chirac.� Sunday BusinessPost Agenda, Last Post col-umn, October 19, 2003.The Provos are now theFianna Fáil of the North.� Pat Kenny on the PatKenny Show, RTÉ RadioOne, October 20, 2003.The [Provisional] IRA'sthird act of decommission-ing has been labeled a�treacherous destruction ofarms at the behest of theBritish government� byRepublican Sinn Féin.� Irish News (Belfast),October 22, 2003.President Ruairí ÓBrádaigh said �faithfulRepublicans� could not beexpected to support[Provisional] Sinn Féin'sPresident Gerry Adamswhom he said had surren-dered Northern Ireland tothe British government.� Irish News.
Senior security sourceslater told this newspaperthat the [Provisional] IRAhad destroyed all its deadlyheavy machineguns,imported from Libya in themid-1980s, in the decom-missioning process.This was regarded bythe sources as a highly sig-nificant move and a fullinventory of what was putbeyond use was given byGeneral de Chastelain tothe two governments.� Irish Independent,October 24, 2003, article byTom Brady, Security Editor.
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� The Irish fishing industry is being undermined once again by the reduction of theIrish Box to one-third of its size by the EU (see quotes, October 14, 2003, below).



SupportThePoliticalPrisonersA charaAs another year draws toa close, I would like toremind Republicans of thedifficult task facing CAB-HAIR in 2004.If possible get in touchwith CABHAIR and seewhat you could do to help asthere will surely be hardshipsfaced by the prisoners' fami-lies this Christmas.Republicans could seekcontributions from their areasand if possible take part in theChristmas Swim in Dublin.They must not forget to sendChristmas greetings to theprisoners, be it by post or inthe December issue ofSAOIRSE.After all, the prisonersthemselves have sacrificed somuch for us, it is only fair wedon't forget them.I would like to commendCABHAIR on the terrificwork they are doing for theprisoners and their familiesand to keep up the great work.JOHNNY KEOGHLimerickRememberThePrisonersAnd theirDependantsA charaOne of the greatest chal-lenges facing the supportersof Irish freedom is in sustain-ing and giving the much-needed aid and support to theIrish Republican POWs andtheir loved ones at home.Those dependant familieswhose meagre means arestretched to the breakingpoint require and  deserve oursupport in their hour of need.There is no more a gener-ous group than IrishRepublicans in taking care oftheir own. Hundreds of yearsof resistance have proventhis. As the Irish RepublicanPOWs and members of thefreedom struggle are held bythe occupied north and col-laborationist south, an all-outcampaign for full politicalstatus is ongoing. Status wasstripped by the signers of thefailed Stormont Agreement,including the Provos. So nowwe are back to the conditionsin the mid 1970s where "dirtyprotests" were ongoing andthe threat of more drasticmeasures by the POWs wascontemplated. Although wehave seen a cautious victoryin Republicans being segre-gated from loyalists inMaghaberry much moreneeds to be won.To give those front-linefighters for freedom theassurance that their depen-dants at home are beinglooked after is as great a giftas can be given. The IrishPOWs' peace of mind goes along way to their continuingresistance to the forces ofoccupation and suppression.It must also be brought outthat the Free State politicalpolice have been targetingmembers and supporters ofpolitical resistance groupsand political parties such as

[Republican] Sinn Féin, to anonslaught of intimidation,harassment and censorship.No better example would bethe recent "show" trial of theLimerick 8. An attempt by theFree State to use a non-inde-pendent judicial to stop thecause of freedom. The conse-quence of these "show" trialsand draconian bail conditionsset upon those whose aim isIrish freedom has proven tobe a costly hardship to theRepublican political activistsand their families. Theirneeds must be met as well.The Republican freedommovement will not die and goaway, it is here for the dura-tion, we must show thosefront-line forces of Irish free-dom their dependants arebeing looked after, especiallythe children. Warm coats,shoes that fit, nutritional foodfor the body and mind, goes along way to ease the mentalanguish of Irish POWs. Neverforget those youngsters arethe future and the next gener-ation of Irish Republicanism.SEÁN Ó LÚBAIGHOhio, USAUnjustBailConditionsA charaIn the High Court onOctober 10 I was granted so-called bail, with a huge sumof money required as security.The conditions were that Ishould sign in a police bar-racks every day, stay within a20-mile radius and apply to aGarda Chief Superintendentif I wanted to go outside thearea. I would not be allowedto sell SAOIRSE, yet I canbuy and read this paper.This is nothing more thancurfew and selective censor-ship. I am not entering intothese unjust conditions set bya corrupt establishment, untilI am free of any chains andties to walk out of prisongates. PADDY DEERYPolitical PrisonerRemand E4Portlaoise jailUnemployedSecond-ClassCitizensA charaHaving recently to thesign on at the Tallaght LabourExchange I was amazed at thechanges which have takenplace within that system.I have worked over a longnumber of years and though Iexpected no special favours Icertainly did not expect to betreated as if I was a serioussponger of some kind. Yes, Ihave on occasion taken timeout to have and rear childrenbut apart from that I havebeen a tax-paying citizensince I was 18-years-old,many moons ago!I was given an A4 sheetof paper with several columnson it relating to application ofjobs.Date; Name of Company;Name of contact person;phone no of contact person;application type; outcome(please note that if you attendan interview, state exactdate); extra information andfinally: Please note that all

jobs should be advertised. I was informed that 'it isproposed to confirm yourapplication with the compa-ny'. A very important noticeattached told me that I had toapply for at least five jobs perweek.Even if I were 18 again Icould not understand oraccept the use of such tactics.Taking all factors into consid-eration I certainly believe thatany person capable of work-ing should work. Every citi-zen has a duty to its country,but the country has a duty toits citizens too. Those unableand incapable of workingshould be looked after. However what the SocialWelfare is trying to do is tocoerce people to take any sortof job no matter what the per-sons training. Am I nowexpected to apply for jobsthat pay the minimum wage? If we refuse to play by theSocial Welfare rules we aregiven the red card so to speak.The forcing of people toaccept jobs for which they areoverqualified, and such jobsare generally underpaid, willcover up the disastrous unem-ployment figures, massagedand all as they are they arestill disastrous.Slowly but surely thestate is moving in the direc-tion of a dictatorship. We areexpected to accept anythingthat's thrown at us and put upwith any inconvenience (lookat the health, education, trans-port systems also).Excuse me now while Igo looking for my five jobsfor today, I have little time foranything else.NAME AND ADDRESSwith editor for fear ofreprisals. BigBrotherIncA charaGeorge Orwell's dystopi-an vision of the future in hisnovel 1984 foresaw a timewhen privacy would be disal-lowed with the individualcoming under surveillance byagents and agencies of theState.Pornography wouldbecome a State-run enterprisecalculated to distract themasses into, ironicallyenough, a kind of conformity.Big Brother, the everpresent and authoritarian con-troller regularly issued com-mands to the population atlarge to assemble in thestreets for ritualised hate ses-sions where they were exhort-ed to vent their anger on amythical enemy depicted on agiant screen as Monster, theGreat Satan or the modern-day equivalent of Vlad theImpaler.Licence to Kill as theorder of the day related to thelargely mythical enemy hadmany variations in everydaylife in proletarian circles

where alcohol and drugs andpoverty resulted in conflictsamongst members of the pro-letariat principally with thefolks who live on the hilltucked away in their increas-ingly fortress-like places ofresidence.Mistrust, fear and suspi-cion of �outsiders� and�aliens� characterised whatpassed for normal life in thetelevisual era depicted byGeorge Orwell where it was acrime to switch off your cen-trally-controlled television setpresided over by Big Brother.Neighbours were instructedto inform on those in theirmidst who might dare to formloving relationships with theword �love� itself havingbeing excised both from offi-cial and everyday language.Love even if only a kindof loving not being support-ive of the war effort.The ultimate irony is thatmen and women and no doubtchildren across the worldhave been inducted into aprocess whereby they havebeen propagandised into adegraded sense ofhumankind, sometimes itseems with no comprehen-sion whatsoever of what notall that long ago might havebeen defined as the brother-hood of man.All that is greed orientedand barbarous and cruel andthoughtless is adulated in thisera of the New WorldDisorder and it may not befashionable to say so buthedonism is not the answerand neither most assuredly issadism and masochism or acombination of both.If it is true, as a characterin Nelson Algren's novel TheMan with the Golden Armput it, that "we are all respon-sible for one another" then wemust share a form of collec-tive guilt. Unfortunately if wedo not voice our concerns atthe desensitising nature of tel-evision constantly presentingas �normal� life all that isanti-life and negativevoyeuristic misanthropic andmost of all misogynistic.Big Brother in GeorgeOrwell's book representedtotalitarian control.The inheritors of his man-tle in the so-called publicrelations and associated areaswith consummate cynicismhave turned the whole thingaround.Big Brother Inc as inMurder Inc.You too or should we sayU2 can be your own BigBrother marching as to war.Men, women and chil-dren dressed as often as not inmilitary gear and carryingtheir mobile telephones ascombatants in the theatre ofwar do with mobility theessence of the exercise givingno pause for reflection orthought of any kind, withemphasis wholly and solelyand obsessively with allthings physical and the deviltake the hindmost often toinclude the physically handi-

capped and the sick and theelderly unable to keep pacewith the frenzied and entirelyunnecessary pace of modern-day living.Seats no longer providedin shopping malls as anothertrend to keep people on themove.Moving forward as is themessage coming to us againand again and again andagain. In the middle ofinescapable radio pro-grammes literally everywhereobsessed with trivia and ego-mania and revelations of themost embarrassing kind relat-ed to sexual behaviour andaberration and the gynaeco-logical and appalling non-stop commentary by malepresenters which shouldrightfully be causing outrageamongst men and womenwho believe that this com-ment masquerading as a formof liberalism is nothing morenor less than chauvinismobjectifying women in themost degraded fashion.It should be time to stopin our tracks and contemplatewhere we are headed collec-tively if anywhere and to hellwith moving forward for themoment at least.JOHN KELLYMullingarCo WestmeathUnfinishedBusiness A charaNothing new in theProvos latest surrender ofmore arms and principles.The pro-Agreement lobbyespecially in Ireland andBritain may want us tobelieve that the latest betrayalis �startling�. TrueRepublicans will look at thisact of treachery by the Provosas a means to re-energise theRepublican Movement.It isn't important what theProvos do or don't. They'vedecided to ditch theirRepublican principles andthrow their lot in now withthe British for more powerand money in the main. Ifthere are any Republicans leftin the Provos, how they cantake this in and accept it com-pletely baffles me. We havefinally arrived at theirendgame and it's time theydecided thus far and no fur-ther' and get out now!The Provisionals say thatRepublican Sinn Féin have nomandate, no support and nostrategy. This of course is nottrue and the true RepublicanMovement is increasing insize throughout Ireland, not tomention in Scotland andEngland.Republican Sinn Féin's

voice is being silenced by thepro-Agreement media. Theirspokespersons cannot getvisas to travel to put theircase in the US, althoughProvisional spokespersonscan travel there at willbecause they toe the Britishline and have surrendered.Republicans will carry onto achieve the aspirations ofWolfe Tone, Emmet andPearse.No surrender to Britishrule. JOHN BANNONBelfast 14IndependentInquiryNeeded IntoPolice BrutalityA charaIt has recently beenproven that a majority of peo-ple in police custody willexperience physical or threat-ening abuse by members ofthe 26-County police andsurely there are grounds foran independent commissionto be formed once and for all.The Garda ComplaintsBoard was doomed to failurefrom its formation. How canyou have one member of theGardaí investigating another?You have members of thepolice manhandling peopleand if a person is caught withdrugs or other crimes, beingset free once they agree tomake false statements orinform on certain people thepolice want to put away forpromotional gains.There are numerousaccounts of complaints beingmade about members of the26-County police kicking orpunching people in custodyand also Special Branchintimidating some people bymaking threatening gestureswith their firearms and throw-ing food in on top of people incustody in their holding cells.From the moment youenter the barracks through tobeing directly put into theholding cell (not forgettingthe interview rooms) allmovements by the membersof the Special Branch/policeshould at all times be moni-tored by cameras to makesure that members of the pub-lic aren't subjected to ill treat-ment by this dishonest force.An independent commissionis the only answer.JOHNNY O'BRIENLimerick
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Selection of goods from Irish Freedom Press

� Milestones in Irish History, (ed) Liamde Paor, �10,95. �  State Violence, Northern Ireland 1969-1997, Raymond Murray �12.68 �  The 1916 Poets, Pearse, Plunkett,McDonagh, �11.99. �  The IRA 1926-1936, Brian Hanley,�24.95 HB.

� The IRA 1968-2000, Analysis of aSecret Army, J Bowyer Bell, �26.80.� The Black and Tans, Richard Bennett,�21.70. � Illustrated Irish History, (ed) SéamusMac Annaidh HB �14.95.
� Ann Devlin, Patriot and Heroine, JohnFinnigan, �5.

Voyage of the Catalpa, the escape to freedom of six Irish rebels . . . .
Peter Stevens    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �20.99
Republican Wexford Remember . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �3.80
Songs of Resistance 1968-2000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �6.35
Bold Robert Emmet 1778-1803 . . . .  Seán Ó Brádaigh . . . . . . . . �7.50
Holy Well Traditions: St Declans, Ardmore Stiofán Ó Cadhla . . . �9.95
In Search of a State, Catholics in Northern Ireland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Fionnuala O'Connor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .�11.35
In Their Own Voice: Women and Irish Nationalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Margaret Ward . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .�10.15
Irish Counter Revolution 1921-1936 . . . John M O'Regan  . . . . .�16.99
Irish Ballads, Words and Music (various contributors) . . . . . . . .�13.75
Irish Rebellions 1798-1916, an Illustrated History. Helen Litton �10.15
Jottings in Solitary . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Davitt . . . . . . . . . . .�21.50
MacBride's Brigade. Irish Commandos in the Anglo-Boer War . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Donal P McCracken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .�24.95
The Making of Ireland, from Ancient times to the Present . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Lydon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �24.45
Matter of Minutes, The Enduring legacy of Bloody Sunday . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . JoAnne O'Brien . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .�16.50
Northern Divisions, The Old IRA & the Belfast Pogroms 1920-22  . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . Jim McDermott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �18.80
The Irish, A Photohistory . . . . . . . . . S Sexton & C Kenealy . . . �38.00
� Post and packing extra. Send orders with cheques or postal orders only to Irish

Freedom Press, 223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1.

On Another Mans Wound . . . . . . . . . . Ernie O'Malley . . . . . . . . �15.00
A Secret History of the IRA . . . . . . . . . . Ed Moloney . . . . . . . . . �25.00
Ten Men Dead . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  David Beresford . . . . . . . �12.20
Far from the Shamrock Shore. The story in song and writing of life in
America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  �25.50
Frongoch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Seán O'Mahony . . . . . .    �10.00
Kevin Barry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Seán Cronin . . . . . . . . . . .  �3.75
My Fight for Irish Freedom . . . . . . . . .Dan Breen . . . . . . . . . . . .�14.00
Dublin Monaghan Bombings . . . . . . . .Don Mullan . . . . . . . . . . .�12.85
Soul on Fire, Life of Thomas Russell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �49.50
A Servant of the Queen . . . . . . . . . . . Maude Gonne McBride . . .�11.35
An Index of Deaths from the Conflict in Ireland 1969-1993 . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Malcolm Sutton . . . . . . . . . �12.65
Borstal Boy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brendan Behan . . . . . . . . .�12.20
Tragedies of Kerry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dorothy Macardle . . . . . . . �3.25
Bolivian Diary . . . . . . . . Ernesto Che Guevara . . . . . . . . . . . . .  �13.00
Fellowship of Freedom . . . . . . . . . . .Kevin Whelan . . . . . . . . . . �19.00
The Táin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .translated by Thomas Kinsellsa . . . . �15.30
Bloody Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dermot P Walsh . . . . . . . .   �19.00
Irish Republican Women in America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Joanne Mooney Eichacker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �27.00
No Ordinary Women. Female Activists in the Revolutionary Years 1900-
1923 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sinéad McCoole . . . . . . . . . . . . . �28.00



IN November 1953 a committee �toraise funds to provide for thedependants of RepublicanPrisoners� was formally inaugurat-ed in Dublin.The com-mittee wasnamed �AnC u m a n nC a b h r a c h(RepublicanA i dCommittee)�.It had beeninformally inexistence since the previous Julywhen Joe Campbell of Newry wassentenced to five years for posses-sion of explosives.It was simply called the Republican AidCommittee for the first few months. Then inOctober three Republicans were sentenced toeight years in England. There would bedemands on a prisoners' dependants' fund forsome time and it was decided to put matters ona firm footing.The committee became known as AnCumann Cabhrach, subtitled Republican AidCommittee, and its terms of reference andstructure set out clearly in a small folder thatRepublicans called it's �constitution�.The objects of the Committee were stat-ed to be:(a) to raise funds to provide for the depen-dants of Republicans Prisoners.(b) To look after the welfare of such pris-oners pending release.(c) To create a Central Fund from whichgrants may be made at the discretion of theCommittee in cases of distress arising directlyout of Republican activities.The structure was laid down as follows: The governing body shall be the CentralCommittee which shall be composed of aChairman (sic), Secretary, and Treasurer, andat least four members, with powers to co-opt.The quorum for meetings shall be five.The Central Committee shall elect threeTrustees for the funds of the Committee.The Central Committee shall be empow-ered to set up Sub-Committees, if necessary,to deal with different branches of the work.Branches will be formed under the direc-tion of the Central Committee to organiselocal collections, céilithe, etc, to help the fund.All monies raised (by Branches or other-wise) shall be paid into the Central Fund, andall grants will be made direct from that fund.All account books and minute books inuse by the branches shall become the propertyof the Committee and shall be open to inspec-tion by the Central Committee on request.It should be noted that all funds raisedwere to be paid into the Central Committeefund and all disbursements were to bemade direct from that fund.In that way all Republican prisoners andtheir dependants would be assisted in equalmanner, regardless of personal popularity orother circumstances such as prominence, etc.The front page of the folder of �consti-tution� read as follows:An Cumann Cabhrach, the RepublicanAid Committee (For the Relief of RepublicanPrisoners and their Dependants).The address was then given: c/o UnitedIrishman office, Seán Treacy House, 94 TalbotStreet, Dublin.The back page read: November 1953Central Committee: Chairman: DonalO'Connor. Secretary: Tomás Ó Dubhghaill.Treasurer: Mrs E Woods.Committee: Gearóid Ó Broin, SeánGoulding, Miss Dillon, E Ní Sculláin, MrsMcGlynn.Trustees: Joe Clarke, Laurence Groganand Mrs Russell.The imprint was: Ardiff Printer,Kilmainham.Donal O'Connor was the owner of theCastle Hotel, Gardiner Row, Dublin and a vet-eran Republican of the 1916-23 period.Tomás Ó Dubhghaill was a trade unionofficial, President of Sinn Féin and had been aRepublican prisoner during the 1940s. EllaMay Woods had served a ten-year sentence inEngland from 1939.

Gearóid Ó Broin was a motor mechanicwho had once been an organiser with Aitirí nah-Aiséirí. Emily Ní Sculláin came from aRepublican family and with her sister wasvery active with the staff of An tÉireannachAontaithe/The United Irishman.Rita McGlynn, neé McSweeney, hadserved a sentence in England in the 1940swhile at the same time her husband-to-bePaddy McGlynn was in prison in the 26Counties. Indeed the majority of the CentralCommittee had been Republican prisonersthemselves.
1916 VETERANOf the trustees, Joe Clarke was a 1916Veteran who with Larry Grogan had servedthe Republican Cause right through from the1920s. Mrs Russell was Lily Coventry ofDublin who had married a brother of SeánRussell and was active all her life. She spenda period interned without trial in Kilmainhamjail in 1922-23.The flavour of the activity of An CumannCabhrach may be obtained from this letter to aDonegal man who had offered to help. It wassigned �Tomás Ó Dubhghaill� and went asfollows:�In reply to your note of the 5th instant weare anxious to get branches formed of theRepublican Aid Committee in all the localareas.�If you can manage to get a few peopletogether in Lifford who would be willing toform a branch to organise weekly collections,to run functions � céilithe, etc to raise fundsfor the Committee, we would be very glad.�Any funds raised should be sent to theTreasurer c/o this office as the Central Fundwill have the responsibility of looking afterboth the prisoners themselves and their depen-dants whether in Dublin, London or Belfast.�I am enclosing an official collectionbook. You should arrange to send on anyfunds you collect each week and a receipt forsame will be sent to you. The book itselfshould be returned periodically for checking.�The valuable work done by An CumannCabhrach for several decades had been carriedout since the 1916 Rising by various bodies:Irish National Aid and Volunteers'

Dependants' Fund, White Cross, IrishRepublican Prisoners� Dependants' Fund,Green Cross in the 1940s, Green Cross 1973from that year on, etc, etc.From 1953 right through the '50s, '60s,'70s and up to 1986, it faithfully discharged itsduties. With the departure of the Provos fromthe revolutionary path, the CentralCommittee, as it was constituted in 1986,went with them.The Dublin and Cork branches rejectedthis move and remained loyal to theRepublican cause. A number of Republicanprisoners in Long Kesh, Portlaoise andEngland refused support from An CumannCabhrach and the Dublin and Cork branchesundertook to care for them.These branches were reorganised into anew organisation named CABHAIR (IrishRepublican Prisoners' Dependants' Fund) withan identical "constitution" or terms of refer-ence and structure as An Cumann Cabhrachhad.Ever since 1986 CABHAIR has had pris-oners to support and has carried out this dutyfearlessly and faithfully. Never does it needsupport more than at present as the jails fill upsteadily again. While British rule remainsthere will be resistance to it and consequentlyprisoners to be cared for.The November 1953 issue of An tÉirean-nach Aontaithe/The United Irishman carriedon its front page a piece from the Cork WeeklyExaminer of October 24. It told of the fear ofcontinuing protests against the coronation ofElizabeth Windsor as �Queen of NorthernIreland� (sic).�Fifty Gardaí from adjoining districtswere drafted into Athlone to assist the localforce in protection duty during the showing ofthe Coronation film in the Church of IrelandHall. Inside the hall twelve Gardaí stoodwatch over the projector. There were no inci-dents.�The film show, to which admission wasby invitation, was under the auspices of thelocal Women's' Branch of the British Legion.�Over 1,000 saw the matinee and nightperformance and the audience included peoplefrom many parts of the Midlands and theWest. The hall had been under police protec-

tion day and night for the previous week.�A different story was told by the IrishIndependent of November 14. It was headed�IRA Disclaimer � removal of wreaths fromCork Cenotaph� and read as follows:�Lt-Col John Lucey, OBE, who was incharge of the Remembrance Day parade cere-mony at Cork last Sunday when wreaths werelaid on the 1914-18 War Memorial informedan Irish Independent representative that hehad received a letter from Cork No 1 Brigade,IRA as follows:�A Chara � Re the removal of wreathsfrom the Cenotaph at the South Mall, it seemsto be the popular opinion that this was anaction organised by members of the IRA.�I wish to inform you that no member ofthe above-mentioned organisation took anypart in this indecent action and furthermorethat the IRA authorities do not agree with oruphold acts of this nature.�Meanwhile, it was noted that in Glasgow1,000 copies of the Republican newspaperwere confiscated by the police because of anallegedly seditious article which appeared onthe front page of the September edition con-cerning the three IRA men who were thenawaiting trial in England on an arms capturecharge.Also in Glasgow, a young man, WilliamHall Brown, was held on an arms capturecharge. He was brought before Paisley SheriffCourt. The charge against Brown was similarto that with which the three IRA men wereaccused and awaiting trial in Brixton prison.He was alleged to have captured armsfrom a British army cadet hut. Marked in thehut were the letters SRA, indicating that thecapture was the work of the ScottishRepublican Army.In Africa and Asia in 1953 the BritishEmpire was fighting to maintain its hold.Armed resistance to English rule was takingplace in Kenya and Malaya.
�SCORCHED EARTH POLICIES�The Republican organ commented:�Scorched earth policies to starve out wholecountry-sides, mass public executions, canni-balistic tortures are among the declared linesof policy now being used to suppress what arebeing termed �terrorists�, �communists� and�murderers�.�In Kenya in a wide area surrounding theAberdare Mountains all livestock has beendriven off to the British farms in the high-lands, and food growing forbidden in thearea.�Another article on the same page is head-ed �Hirelings commemorate Battle ofBritain�. There were over 200 guests at theRAF Association (Dublin Branch) in theRoyal Hibernian Hotel. Maurice Dockrell, aFine Gael TD attended and said: �We will doall in our power to help the Association.�The Dublin police were also there instrength to ensure that no young Irishman tookexception to the proceedings.�A piece headed �Conflicting News�makes interesting reading:�1. Leinster House Minister for ForeignAffairs walks bare-headed in homage behindthe corpse of the late King George VI ofEngland and Seán T (Ó Ceallaigh, 26-CountyPresident) sends a telegram of sympathyexpressing Ireland's sorrow.�2. Leinster House will not attend GardenParty given by the British Ambassador on theoccasion of the Coronation of QueenElizabeth of England; it would be inconsistentwith their �republicanism�.�3. Mr de Valera and his shadow [MrAiken] are entertained to luncheon in Londonby England's Prime Minister, Sir WinstonChurchill.�4. Meanwhile Major de Valeradenounces Partition in Bradford [England] ata meeting commemorating the death of RobertEmmet.�The contradictions here remind one of thebehaviour of the Provos fifty years later: lay-ing wreaths on British war memorials in mem-ory of British soldiers including those shot inthe Six Counties since 1971 � perhaps bythemselves.(More next month. Refs. An tÉireannachAontaithe/The United Irishman, October andNovember 1953 and Irish Independent,
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50Years Ago

REPUBLICAN AID COMMITTEE LAUNCHED

� 1953 letter from An Cumann Cabhrach secretary Tomás Ó Dubhghaill about form-ing a branch in Lifford, Co Donegal.



The United States Governmenthas not provided additionalsecurity to America as theirpublic pronouncements would sug-gest and in fact the campaign ema-nating from the Bush junta has madeAmerica less safe and the propensityfor terrorism far greater than pre9/11.The gut reaction by Bush was toinvade Afghanistan, then Iraq whichhas set off the Muslim world whohave taken it personally and areplanning revenge.Americans are not safe any-where now, even, and especially, intheir own country because under theguise of pursuing terrorists the gov-ernment is using draconian anti-ter-rorism laws to pursue politicalactivists, dissidents and opponentsof the Bush administration and itspolicies.They are our immediate enemiesand we need security. It is unaccept-able for a democracy to pass lawsfor the security of citizens whichremoves the rights the country issupposed to protect. How can youprotect freedoms by attacking them?Anyone who lives in the States mustdevelop their own personal securityagainst Bush's abuse.The domestic war against civil-ians in the US is similar to that per-petrated by the British on the Irishpeople in the Six OccupiedCounties. They prepared theAmericans to react as they did to thethreats. Irish Americans are still a targetof the Bush Cartel because they sup-port groups who have been listed asterrorist so it is guilt by associationthough Irish listings are false.Not only Irish and Arab, but allAmericans must protect themselvesagainst the Bush junta which are adistinct threat to us. Forget aboutIraq, it is Bush and his misnamedAmerican Republican Party that area threat to our security.We have to concentrate on pro-tecting ourselves and we have somesuggestions and realise our own vul-nerabilities and plan against Bush.Bush and his British sponsoreddraconian legislation was a declara-tion of war against Americans andwe must respond in kind.Our activities are legal but BushAmerica embraces distortion. Allgroups produce documents, someare for public consumption, othersare not. It is important to make sureyou have a duplicate of importantdocuments in case one is lost. Orworse if the FBI breaks into anoffice or home and steals a docu-ment, rewrites it and then releases it,

distorted, to the public. This wasvery common in the 1970s and isstill in play.If your organisation has a mail-ing or donor list keep them out ofsight and also keep a duplicate copyat a different location. The FBImight take the list and use it for dis-information or give it to a rivalgroup. If your organisation printspamphlets etc. know your printerand if you keep material on diskskeep them off sight at an undis-closed location.Any work you need done on anyproject, know the background ofevery individual. You should neverhire a stranger as a messenger. If youthink an office or home is buggedyou can have it swept for electronicsurveillance, but it is only effectivefor a limited time. You should keepa camera available to take picturesof any suspicious people who visit. Electronic surveillance hasbecome extremely sophisticated andthe US Government has state of theart technology. Many experts main-tain that most sophisticated items arein possession of the US FederalGovernment and private agenciesand taps like those cannot be detect-ed.
PRIVATE AGENCIESPrivate agencies are selected towork with the government if theyare run by retired governmentagents, so the government continueswith an extension of their own.Illegal 'blackbag jobs' are done bythe FBI and CIA but to gain denia-bility they bring ex-agents to do thejob and if they are caught thoseinvestigating them are the veryagents who hired them. It is a self-perpetuating network of agents andex-agents as one.People think that thrash is dis-carded never to be seen again but theWatergate scandal and others like ithave shown that reporters and inves-tigators love perusing thrash.What you might consider thrashcould become hidden treasure forsomeone looking for informationabout you or your group or someactivity. Don't throw information inthe thrash but keep a 'burn file'handy and treat political documentsas valuable and box it to burn.Telephones are a major area ofconcern and peripheral things con-cerning phones become part of thebattle. First of all don't list youraddress with your phone number indirectories. This makes things tooeasy for snoops. Unlist yourself inphone directories or consider usingan alias. 

If you receive a threateningcall(s) on your answer machineremove the tap and save it. If anunknown person calls and asks ques-tions never respond to any questionregardless of what is asked becauseit is best to use the theory that it is anFBI agent at the other end. During any conversation con-cerning Irish matters do not say any-thing you do not want to hearrepeated and don't talk in codebecause an agent can allege thecoded conversation to mean any-thing to justify further investigation.Avoid any gossip about sensitivepeople or activity on the telephoneto tip people off. When you are talk-ing on the phone keep pen and papernext to the phone in case of suspi-cious calls. Jot down the time, dateand a note on the speaker.Don't waste a lot of time worry-ing about taps because you controlthe conversation. Trust your instinctand if you think someone is moni-toring your calls, provide false infor-mation to lure agents to a locationthen spy on them. If you receivethreatening letters put them in aplastic bag and file them. You canmake a copy and give the original tothe local police for tracing and fin-gerprints.Police or FBI find it easy to getinto your automobile so you need toprepare yourself for that eventually.You should keep your car clean soyou can visualize if there is an addi-tion or loss. Do not put bumperstickers on your vehicle that identifyyou as a member of a group thatarouses suspicion or suspicious peo-ple. If you have literature keep it outof sight in your trunk and keep thecar locked at all times to hinderentry.If you feel there is a compromis-ing incident report it to the localpolice because they do not have theFBI or CIA agenda and they have tolive in the local community. Again,if you are threatened or are subject-ed to harassment report it to the localpolice and if there are thefts of mate-rials from your office or home, noti-fy the police. Demand that they takea report and protect you if necessary.YOU should warn others,especially members of yourorganisation of suspicioussurveillance and inform them how toreact. You need to be vigilant at alltimes and never dismiss complaintsof others as paranoia. Warn peopleof the probability of informers. If

you have important matters to dis-cuss do it in public and keep secretsto yourself.If someone follows you and if itis possible, take a photograph. If acar follows you get the licence platenumber and the state. In any inci-dent, call a friend to inform them.Keep your own records of calls, peo-ple following you or anything else.When you are treated this way byyour own government it becomes apersonal war.Every incident that confrontsyou is a battle and you do not go intobattle unprepared and come outwhole. Because we are at war withthose who deny our rights, we mustcombat their foot soldiers some-times one on one. The enemy is theFBI who have been proven to becorrupt throughout and in factorganised crime in its most deviousform because it is of the govern-ment.Do not talk to the FBI or anygovernment investigator withoutyour attorney present. If you haveneed of legal assistance about yourrights get in touch with theAmerican Civil Liberties Union andthere are other such organisationsthat provide assistance.The FBI will rarely set up aninterview with a lawyer presentbecause that throws their game off.Their game is to trip you up to stum-ble and create an aura of guilt. Theyare usually looking for you to fingersomeone else or a number of peoplesuggesting a conspiracy. Conspiracyand the suggestion and perception ofwrongdoing keeps the FBI in busi-ness. Never under any circum-stances invite the FBI into yourhome. Speak with agents outside.Inside you home they look forinformation about your lifestyle. Donot let agents threaten you into hav-ing a short informal talk suggestingan off the record personal conversa-tion without a lawyer because theynever have of the record conversa-tions. They are searching and fishingat all times. Their intent is accusing.Don't try to play mind games or tryto out-with the FBI. They have beenin the game a long time.
TRICKFBI agents intent is to trick youinto giving information about your-self and others with a ploy that youwill be helping someone. Lying tothe FBI is a criminal act but you canavoid any charges by sayingabsolutely nothing because refusingto talk is not a crime.Do not let them intimidate youor frighten you which is their battleplan. If they are successful in fright-ening you they feel they can loosenyou up and you will blurt out infor-mation you do not think is impor-tant. The FBI prides itself in distort-ing information.Most of what has been set out

here is basically common sense butunder duress sometimes you do notthink on your feet and going overyour needs of security. If you haveyour plan in mind at all times youwill react accordingly.Instincts and feelings are neverto be ignored because there is a rea-son you feel the way you do. A goodknowledge of the strategies and tac-tics of your adversaries willstrengthen your resolve and willassist the movement if all activistsare well trained.With new powers, the FBI andCIA will become more vicious andmore determined. We Irish are in thetarget pool of domestic terrorism.The less the British have to do inIreland the more they can contributeto America's empirical ambitions.Britain is a partner, not quite a fullpartner, but partner none the less.The campaign of occupation ofIraq is patterned after British occu-pation in the Six Occupied Counties,including inhuman treatment.Guantanamo Bay looks a lot likeLong Kesh and the continued com-plaints of abuse and brutality aresimilar. There have been confirmedcases of physical abuse and at leastone death.America and British forces inIraq are a police force like theBritish Army in the Occupied SixCounties. They are being picked offby guerrillas and the population arebecoming angrier every day as animposed peace plan is being forcedon the Iraqi people similar to thepeace process in the Occupied SixCounties. The people in any countryneed to create their own solution,not have an imposed one because itdoes not work anywhere. They arein a quagmire and paying a price.THE Irish in America need topolitically themselves againstBush's political policebecause they are no better than thespecial branch who have nothingbetter to do than to spy on people;innocent people who have a politicalpoint of view have a right to expressand they should not be stalked bymindless people who think they arepolicemen.Our activity on behalf of theRepublican Movement is not illegalbut because it is anti-British we aresuspect. Bush has assured the Britishhe will keep on top of the Irish activ-ity in the States. Irish groups, RIRA,CIRA are on the US list of foreignterrorist organisations so any sup-port makes us domestic terroristsunder the Patriot Act.We need to be careful, but we donot need to curtail our activity. Afterall, we are legal. It is the FBI thathas been into illegal activity welldocumented over the last fewdecades. Remenber we are the goodguys. � Peadar Mac Fhínín
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Fenian Notes
From our Washington Correspondent

Pól Ó Croidheáin wasactive in Republican Sinn Féinin the 1960s and 1970s inEngland. He promoted theRepublican policy of ÉIRENUA, for the four-provincefederal Ireland, from its launchin 1970. he opposed the defec-tions from the RepublicanMovement of 1969-70 and laterin 1986.Returning to live in Galwaycity Pól worked in Digital andlater lectured in Limerick. Hewas a familiar face at allRepublican protests and activi-ties in the city. He attended theRepublican Sinn Féin EasterSunday ceremony at the LiamMellows statue in Eyre Square

earlier this year.His involvement withSAOIRSE was not widelyknown as he did not write underhis own name. His contribu-tions were always authoritative,thoroughly researched andinformative. Over two years(1996-98) he wrote Neo-Colonial Ireland which hedescribed as �dealing with therealities of Ireland's position inthe world. It is our contentionthat while the Six-County areais obviously a colonial posses-sion of England, the 26-County�Republic� is also still in largemeasure a colonial society,despite the removal of many ofthe physical colonizing institu-

tions.�Dealing with topics as var-ied as Industry, Public Health,Women, Intellectuals andTelevision in the 26 Counties,amongst others, he concludedthat the Free State had failed tore-structure society, allowingEngland to rule here at second-hand, as James Connolly hadpredicted.In another guise, Pólpenned the 53-part Ballad-Makers series  which was pub-lished in SAOIRSE up toJanuary 2002. Pen-pictures,songs and verses, both the well-known and forgotten balladeersof Irish history were featured,from Zozimus to ThomasMaguire, Phil O'Neill and

Sigerson Clifford.His most recent column,  AEuropean Federation or ThirdReich? (May 2002-August2003), dissected the attempts atbuilding European empires andsuperstates over the centuries,culminating in the EuropeanUnion. He called for a �No� to aEuropean superstate that hardlyanybody wants while promot-ing the values of a specificEuropean civilization.In a reference to the IraqWar he noted the death of ayoung Dubliner there fightingfor the British army. �This illus-trates the future role visualisedfor Ireland, North and Southalike, as a source of cannon-fodder for similar future wars.�

He wrote many brief andincisive letters on the nationalquestion to the Dublin newspa-pers over the years, mostnotably the Irish Times. It ishoped that his articles forSAOIRSE will be published inbooklet form by RepublicanSinn Féin in the future.Republicans in Ireland andEngland, along with the staff of

SAOIRSE and our readers athome and around the world,send a final farewell to a man ofthought and action. RepublicanSinn Féin members attended thefuneral Mass in Galway city onOctober 11 following which hewas laid to rest in AthleagueCemetery, Co Roscommon.Slán leat, a Phóil.

HEALY, The Ard Chomhairle,Republican Sinn Féin, extends deep-est sympathy to the Healy family,Sligo on the recent death of Éamon. GOULD, Deepest sympathy isextended to Carole Goult, Greenockon the death of her father. From theFrancis Hughes Cumann, Sinn FéinPoblachtach, Scotland.McGILLICUDDY, Sincere sympa-thy is extended to the McGillicuddyfamily, Leebrook, Tralee, Co Kerryon the death of Owen, late of theBalingarry House, Tralee. FromKerry Comhairle Ceantair,Republican Sinn Féin.MORIARTY, Sincere sympathy isextended to the Moriarty family,

Charles Street, Listowel, Co Kerry onthe death of their mother. From KerryComhairle Ceantair, Republican SinnFéin.STACK, Sincere sympathy is extend-ed to the Stack family, Milk MarketLane, Tralee, Co Kerry on the deathof John. From Kerry ComhairleCeantair, Republican Sinn Féin,

CROSSEY � 33rd Anniversary. Inproud and loving memory of VolMichael Crossey, 1st Battalion NorthArmagh Brigade, Óglaigh na hÉire-ann, who died on active service onNovember 22, 1971. always remem-bered by his friends Nuala and SeánMoore and family, Monaghan.

Comhbhrón

I gCuimhne
GET well wishes to Larry McMahon, Monaghan. From Nuala and SeánMoore and family.GET well wishes to Larry McMahon, Monaghan. From the Dáithí ÓConaill Cumann, Republican Sinn Féin.

Beannachtaí

Pól Ó CroidheáinSAOIRSE has learned with sadness of the deathon October 7 of Pól Ó Croidheáin, Republicanwriter and contributor to this newspaper formany years. Aged 67, his roots were inLoughglynn, Co Roscommon.



SLOGANS for electionsare usually based aroundthe policies of the politi-cal parties involved. Theyinvolve promises of what thecandidates will do if elected.This new Six-County electionhas caused problems for allinvolved. The election takesplace on November 29. Thecandidates are asking people tovote. Yet what people are vot-ing for presents a dilemma.David Trimble has shownthat all electoral mandates aremeaningless as he turns the vol-ume up or down or turns every-thing off at will. Why peopleshould vote for anyone else isconfusing.David selected a slogan,�Simply British�, which at leastis unambiguous. Other parties,one suspects, are having greaterdifficulties.

John Hume (the real leaderof the SDLP) doesn't go in forslogans, relying as usual onmeaningless jargon like �thereare no losers, everybodywins"�etc (try  saying thatwhen you present your lotteryticket to your local postoffice!).Ian Paisley, in deference tohis membership of theEuropean Parliament isbelieved to have toyed with theidea of �Not a millimeter�,however, settled on �kill aTeague a day an� keep thebogeyman away�.Of course when it came toGerry Adams and the lads, realproblems arose. Nothing to beelected too. No policies otherthan sell-out. David Trimble,showing the impunity withwhich elected mandates can bepushed aside. And having to

come up with an electoral slo-gan.It's not hard to imaginesome of the suggestions madeto Gerry by Republicans.However, his own party mem-bership have had to considerthe matter seriously and comeup with something. �Equality�has always figured in Gerry'svocabulary and as a result onhis political hoardings. HOWEVER DavidTrimble's dismissal ofall agreements andTony Blair's and Ahern'sendorsement of that unioniststance has meant that the word�equality� may figure lessprominently in the future thanin the past. �No need to remindthe peasants of unpleasant-ness�, as Gerry might say.Rumour has it that one ofthe first slogans suggested to

Gerry was �Election to re-elec-tion�, another was �Back tostorming � if David let's us�.Another was �Vote for us andwe'll give it all away nexttime�. (However, a quick pollof residents of the Shankillshowed that not many voteswere to be gained by this andthe idea was dropped.)Brendan Behan wroteabout a group of advertisingexperts who were sittingaround trying to think up anadvertising slogan for an insur-ance company. One man sug-gested �from birth to death�,another �from the cradle to thegrave�. Yet another, carriedaway in the excitement of themoment, suggested �from erec-tion to resurrection!�Not much help to Gerryand his friends but probablyreflects the type of desperation

which may have envelopedparty headquarters as peopletried to please Gerry.THERE is a slogan suit-able for Gerry's electionplatform. David Trimble,however, grabbed it first. Thefact is that David Trimble andall the unionists standing in thiselection have done less in theirpolitical careers to copper-fas-ten British rule on this islandthan has Gerry Adams and hisfriends.
The fact is that all Gerrycan achieve is further under-mining of Republicanism. Thiselection � to nothing �is anexample of where Gerry's poli-cies are heading. It is an exam-ple of the contempt Gerry andhis friends hold for ordinaryworking-class people in the SixCounties. Five years into their

�deal� they are more interestedin saving face than in produc-ing housing, jobs, educationand health. 
This election is about howthe �Cult of the personality� isbeing exposed among the Gerryme-anderers. We should allremember that after this elec-tion is over another will take itsplace and yet another and yetanother. Each of those electionswill be about issues which theBritish create and not about theunity of this nation.Over the next few weeks itmight be interesting to notehow many times Gerry and hisfriends talk about unity, if theydo they are talking about the�Simply British� version.

� Mac Cool

16 Saoirse-Irish Freedom � Samhain/November 2003

Published by SAOIRSE - Irish Freedom, Teach Dáithí Ó Conaill, 223 Parnell Street, Dublin. Fón: 872 9747; FAX: 872 9757; 229 Falls Road, Belfast. Fón: 90319004; FAX: 90319863. e-mailsaoirse@iol.ie. Printed by Lithographic Printers Ltd. 

Simply British

Don�t sell out to Stormont or Leinster House . . .

Buy SAOIRSE every month!

SUBSCRIPTION   RATES   PER   YEAR
Ireland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . �17.00
Britain . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .Stg£14.00
Rest of Europe . . . . . . . . . . . . .�22.00
World (airmail) . . . . . . . . . . . . �27.00
US edition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$30.00
(Available from PO Box  1912, Point
Pleasant New Jersey, 08742, USA)

Ainm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Seoladh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ISSN 0791 - 0002

SAOIRSE - Iris h Freedom
223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1

Teil: 872 9747; Facs: 872 9757
e-mail: saoirse@iol.ie 

45,000 
visitors per year

SAOIRSE
Online 

Newsroom

A demonstration due totake place on Saturday,December 6, will now takethe form of a mass blockadeaimed at disrupting normalbusiness at the airport.Demonstrators will gather at2pm in the town centre beforemarching to the airport termi-nal to participate in the block-ade.According to IAWMspokesperson, and chieforganiser, Dr Fintan Lane:�This will be about peoplepower. It will be about ordi-nary people taking action forthemselves and refusing toaccept the integration of anIrish civilian airport into theU.S. war machine.�Dr Lane continued: �It isworth remembering that onFebruary 15 more than100,000 people marched inDublin against U.S. plans toinvade Iraq and against Irishcomplicity with the Americanmilitary. They were treatedwith contempt by the Irishgovernment, which ignoredthe huge turnout and insteadcontinued to assist the build

up to war. �Tens of thousands alsomarched in other urban cen-tres and on Shannon airportitself, and they were similarlytreated with contempt byFianna Fáil and the PDs. Thisattitude persists and Shannonairport continues to beshamed by the presence ofUS warplanes. In fact, the air-port is openly assisting theoccupations of both Iraq andAfghanistan. That is simplynot acceptable.�He continued: �This isnot some minor disagreementregarding Irish foreign policy.Shannon airport has played arole in the killings of thou-sands of men, women andchildren in Iraq andAfghanistan. This is aboutprotecting the lives of our fel-low human beings. �That is the issue at stake,and that is why we feel sostrongly, and why we willcontinue to protest until theU.S. military are deniedaccess. The Irish governmenthas blood on its hands andhas dragged Ireland into com-

plicity with a war that mostIrish people opposed. Theyare kidding themselves if theythink that we are simplygoing to go away. �Civil disobedience has along and honourable traditionin anti-war and civil rightsmovements throughout theworld. Think of CarnsorePoint, CND in the 1960s, theAmerican civil rights move-ment, or those who opposed

the Vietnam war. Civil dis-obedience is an entirelyappropriate tactic whenhuman lives are at stake.�Some commentatorswho are hostile to the anti-war movement may accuse usof planning violence. That isnonsense. This will be apeaceful act of mass civil dis-obedience and will be con-ducted in a spirit of non-vio-lence. That said, it will also

be a determined effort to dis-rupt the operation of the air-port in order to make clearjust how strongly people feelon the issue.�Dr Lane concluded:�What is happening atShannon airport is immoraland politically reprehensible.An Irish civilian airport haseffectively become a U.S. air-base. The government refusesto withdraw these facilities,

so it is up to Irish people totake action themselves toforce an end to this outra-geous complicity with Bush'swar machine. 
�The more people thattravel to Shannon onDecember 6, the more effec-tive the blockade will be, sowe are appealing for a largeturnout. We intend to makeour presence felt.�

Plan to blockShannon Airport

�  US navy transport plane at Shannon Airport earlier this year.

THE Irish Anti-War Movement (IAWM) saidon October 27 that it is planning to step up itsprotests against the refuelling of US warplanesat Shannon airport. 


