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WHEN THE GOVERNMENT COMES KNOCKING

October 5, 2010 Webinar



TRENDS IN U.S. iGAMING ENFORCEMENT
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Increased Enforcement

Who is the Witness?
Who is the target?



WHO IS AFFECTED BY GAMING ENFORCEMENT?
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U.S. LAWS AFFECTING GAMING
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THE WIRE ACT OF 1961

ILLEGAL GAMBLING BUSINESS ACT OF 1970 (“IGBA”)

UNLAWFUL INTERNET GAMBLING ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 2006 
(“UIGEA”)

PENDING LEGISLATION – H.R. 2267



DOJ ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS
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$100 million 
in online gambling assets 
seized in 2009



SEIZURES AND FORFEITURES 
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CASE STUDY 1
WHEN THE GOVERNMENT CAME KNOCKING
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CASE STUDY 2 –
SHUTTING THE DOOR ON GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATIONS
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GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATIONS 
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EMPLOYEE EDUCATION

© 2010 Ifrah PLLC. Proprietary and Confidential.  /   (202) 912-4823   /   ifrahlaw.com

BE COURTEOUS, BUT CAUTIOUS

• No Information Should Be Provided Until The Nature And The
Significance Of The Visit Is Established.

• Employees Should Not Respond To Any Questions Unless Certain
The Response Is Complete and Accurate And He Or She Has First 
Coordinated With The Company’s Counsel.

• Employees Should Never Provide Tangible Evidence During The
Service Of A Subpoena Or During An Interview—This May Waive 
Legal Protections.



PREPARING THE COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE

© 2010 Ifrah PLLC. Proprietary and Confidential.  /   (202) 912-4823   /   ifrahlaw.com

Designate A Single Contact Person 
To Meet With Government Agents



IDENTIFY THE INVESTIGATOR 
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• Find Out The Agents’ Names and 
Organizations.

• Request, Review, And Record Their 
Credentials.

• Determine Who, If Anyone, The Agents Have Contacted Previously.

• Know Before Proceeding What, If Any, Contractual Provision Exists 
To Authorize The Visit. 



DETERMINE THE PURPOSE OF THE VISIT 
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• Ask  The Agent The Purpose of the Contact.

• Be Wary of Visitors Who Say Their Purpose Is “To Talk” 
To Individuals.

• Sometimes, The Knock On The Door Comes With A Seizure Notice, 
Which Can Be Accompanied By An Affidavit That Presents To The 
Judge The Agent’s View Of The Case.



DETERMINE THE FOCUS OF THE INQUIRY
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• Individual Employee

• Company

• Third Party



CONTACT COUNSEL
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• Strategies For Selecting An Attorney

• Joint Defense Team



WHAT TO DO WHEN THE GOVERNMENT LEAVES
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• Involve Counsel

• Conduct Internal Investigation

• Mark Privileged And Confidential Company Documents

• Comply Fully and Completely When Responding To 
Subpoena

• Let Counsel Decide Which Documents To Produce
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