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l. Introduction

Australia, with its great natural wealth, its developed economy and
its skilled workforce, could provide a full life for all its people and help
to end suffering everywhere. It could do this while conserving the
earth’s resources for future generations.

But the capitalist system stands in the way. It is a system run for the
private profit of a small owning class and is also male-dominated and
racist.

Moreover, this system is in the midst of a chronic crisis which the
ruling class cannot solve and which their policies only make more
destructive.

Glaring social inequalities confront us. Australia’s Gross Domestic
Product is $6,000 per head of population, but two million are officially
classed as poor and existing standards are being forced down.
Improvements in the lot of ordinary people are usually opposed by
establishment forces and won only through hard struggle.

The deep-rooted problems we face cannot be overcome by small
reforms. Their solution requires radical changes in the existing
structures, social ideas and practices.
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Il. Capitalism today

After the Second World War capitalism experienced a long period of
expanding production and boom conditions. Reconstruction following
the wartime devastation took place at a much higher technical level. A
scientific and technological revolution got under way.

The working class, stimulated by victory in the anti-fascist struggle,
won gains in living standards. These, together with expanded
consumer credit, led to a great increase in the production of consumer
durables, new housing, etc. Unemploymentin many countries declined
to very low levels compared with pre-war.

As the defeated countries, especially West Germany and Japan, also
renewed their industries, this stimulated the boom.

Recessions accurred, but were relatively mild and generally did not
come at the same time in different countries.

World trade was relatively stable. This followed from the great
weight of the US economy within the capitalist world, the acceptance
of the US dollar as a world currency and the trading agreements it
enforced in the interests of its own freedom of trade (the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, etc.)
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Mass migration took place between countries and from the
countryside to the cities. The rural workforce declined, the working
class grew. Changes within the working class included a big growth of
the non-manual and professional sectors. More women, especially
married women, entered the workforce, though mainly into their
traditional occupations. Tertiary students increased tenfold in
numbers.

The growth in population, spread of the motor car, and decline in
public transport, together with lack of planning by city authorities and
the pursuit of profits by developers, laid the basis for the growing
problems of the cities.

Television added a new dimension to the power of the capitalist mass
media.

Other applications of science such as the contraceptive pill,
insecticides, the computer, all in their different ways, greatly changed
social life in many countries.

Threats to the environment became sharper. This arose from the use
of new raw materials (from metals to plastics and synthetic fibres), a
great increase in the consumption of old ones, and an enormous growth
in the demand for energy; also from the way the cities developed and
other factors.

Expansion of production and the drive for markets to consume the
products led to a great expansion in sales promotion and wasteful
expenditure of all kinds.

In their totality, these and other changes made life radically
different from pre-war. All this posed for socialists new problems which
often went unrecognised.

The crisis

These conditions and responses, and the intense anti-communist
campaigns of the Cold War, helped generate mass beliefin the vitality,
beneficence and permanence of the capitalist system.

However, the changes also brought to the fore new contradictions in
the late 'sixties and early 'seventies, even before the onset of the world
economic crisis. Many social movements developed as people felt the
promise of the early post-war years had not been fulfilled. Absorption
in material values, lack of community life, authoritarianism and
racism, the crisis in personal life and the nuclear family, as well as the
threat to human survival from nuclear war and the crisis in ecology
and resources — all this, and the Viet Nam war, created wide
dissatisfaction and brought into being opposition movements,
including those spearheaded by women, students, blacks and some
sections of workers. Such dissatisfaction burst forth in great mass
struggles, as in Europe in 1968 and 1969.
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Thus the health of each enterprise, and the economy as a whole,
fluctuate according to market circumstances and the spurts of
investment aimed to take advantage of them.

The profit motive operates through the exploitation of the workers by
the capitalists. Workers have no means of subsistence other than
selling their capacity to work — their labor power — to an owner of
capital. Workers by hand and brain add more value in the process of
production than they receive in wages or salary for use of that labor
power.

Profit is greater the lower the wage rates, and constant struggles
occur over this between the two main classes. Profitis also greater the
more value can be extracted from each worker and the higher
productivity can be forced: so that technical change has become one of
the main vehicles for increasing profits and relatively worsening the
position of the worker.

These new production facilities use the most modern techniques,
generally raising the ratio of machinery, raw materials, etc. to the
amount of value-creating labor employed in production. The wages bill
is reduced, and extra profit is made.

When the prospects for selling still more goods and making still more
profit are favorable, capitalists reinvest much of their profit in new
production facilities, in turn employing more workers in industries
turning out producers’ goods. Workers can then buy more, thus
expanding markets further. Credit is easy, stimulating still more
expansion and speculation on future profits. A similar result follows
from investment in war industries.

Butin time the greater mass of products turned out comes up against
a market limited ultimately by the comparatively restricted
purchasing power of the mass of workers, and sales fall. Possibilities of
intensifying the exploitation of the workers during the production
process reach limits, and the ratio of profit to investment falls. Weaker
companies fail, and the mechanism of expansion is upset.

An economic crisis sets in, in which the contradictions and
imbalances which have built up over the years of unplanned expansion
are discharged at great material and human cost, particularly mass
unemployment. Goods remain unsold, promises of payment cannot be
fulfilled, credit dries up, bankruptcies occur, speculative bubbles burst,
and the whole thing snowballs downwards.

Stored commodities and production facilities are destroyed and the
strong gobble up the weak and seek still newer equipment to further
reduce labor costs to restore their profit rates, leading to a new upward
phase of the cycle.

Each crisis, however, is unique in its particular forms, depth,
duration, etc. because of all the surrounding national and
international conditions, and especially the strength of the class
struggle against the effects of the crisis and the mass impact of
alternative policies advanced to solve it.
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were siting more of their production facilities in nearby low-wage
countries. Australian manufacturers were also to be encouraged to
move production facilities offshore. Those that didn’t move with the
times would go under.

This threat coincides with a speeding up of technical changes, the
computer upsurge, the end of thelong boom, declines in production, ete.
Together these factors bring the prospect of a great reduction in the
number of jobs available in Australia. They raise the possibility of
long-term unemployment of the young, a permanent large army of
unemployed, and a segmented workforce with acceptable living
standards for a minority only.

This sets the framework for big class battles. What restructuring is
there to be? What should be its aim? These questions hold big
consequences for employment and for Australia’s long-term future.
They also point to the need for the workers’ movement in Australia to
build unity with workers in the Pacific region and south-east Asia.

These economic issues merge with broader social issues related to the
workings of capitalism in general and Australian capitalism in
particular.

Inequalities

Firstly, there is the extreme concentration of wealth in a few hands.
Five per cent of Australians own 46 per cent of the total wealth, the
richest 2,000 owning as much as the poorest 2% million. On the other
hand, 50 per cent of Australians own less than 8 per cent of the total
wealth. Despite post-war advances in living standards, the most the
great majority own is their own dwelling (often on mortgage), a car and
some other consumer durables. Hire purchase commitments for these
help to tie people to the system and force many couples and families to
remain in unworkable relationships.

There are also other inequalities, for example the gap between male
and female wages for many similar jobs and greater than average
exploitation of young, migrant and Aboriginal workers.

Waste
Wasteful production has become a more blatant feature of capitalism
today. It arises from the urge to realise profits rather than to produce
and efficiently distribute socially useful goods. 3
This is in addition to the waste resulting from economic crises and
arms expenditure (today $400 billion a year throughout the world).
Waste includes: .
*  Much of commerce is concerned with promotion rather than
distribution.

*  Similar commodities are transported unnecessarily within and
between countries.
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Also economic growth has relied on the supply at fairly constant
prices of mainly non-renewable energy resources. The costof these
is now continually increasing. The main substitute envisaged,
nuclear energy, is economically dubious, environmentally
hazardous, and dangerous to civil liberties and peace. It relies on
uranium, itself a non-renewable resource that could not sustain
high growth rates indefinitely — without the highly questionable
breeder reactors. Production depends also on other non-renewable
raw materials, the present flow of which can be maintained only by
exploitation of under-developed countries and at increasing cost.
(The most easily accessible and richest are ripped out first.)

The problem is made worse by failure to recycle used materials.

The earth’s finite capacity to absorb thermal pollution — the waste
heat emitted in all conversions of energy — poses a final critical
limit on industrial expansion.

Neither the area of cultivable land nor the yield per acre can be
increased arbitrarily. Thus renewable fuels for transport produced
from plants cannot be available in unlimited quantities.

Water requirements are reaching the limit of the natural water
circulation.

In many cases older materials and technology have been replaced
by new ones which are more profitable but also more
environmentally disruptive and energy-expensive (natural fibres
by synthetic, soap by detergents, steel by aluminium, etc).

Soil exhaustion and erosion have been brought on by destruction
of forests, planting of single crops, over-use of fertilisers and
insecticides, etc.

Ever since the industrial revolution there has been serious pollution,
especially affecting workers on the job (chemicals, dust, noise, ete.) and
in their living areas. But the present environmental crisis is wider and
deeper. Continued uncontrolled growth of production and population,
with the associated waste in capitalist countries, actually poses
significant threats to the whole planetary environment.

Reckless use of non-renewable energy resources and raw materials
also poses grave economic consequences for the future. The cost will
escalate at an increasing rate as oil, coal, etc, of poorer quality, and
harder to extract, have to be used to keep up the flow of energy without
which production cannot take place. More and more capital will have to
be devoted to the purpose. Inflation will continue, and low income
earners will suffer. “Restructuring” of industry must include over the
next decades a switch to increasing reliance on the main renewable
source — solar energy.

Capitalist power versus democracy

Important rights and liberties have been won in most advanced
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many of the functions of the state, but are excluded from any
participation in the decisions of those institutions. They face similar
problems to workers in private industry.

The bureaucratic elite has at its disposal not only its administrative
workforce but also instruments of physical repression which, even at
the lowest rank, are consciously kept isolated from the working class
and trained to be used in any major crisis. The rank and file police and
military and security police have a specific role which separates them
from other state employees. Nevertheless, most police and military
come from working class backgrounds, and many may be won to
support social change in given conditions.

Some of the functions at present performed by the state are
necessary for the working of any complex industrial society at the
present level of science, technology and culture. But the monopoly over
the control of these functions by a small body of people and the
centralised, authoritarian and bureaucratic methods involved, reflect
the fact that the state serves the ruling class under capitalism, or is
dominated by a powerful elite under bureaucratic socialism.

The great power of the modern state gives it a real basis for
authoritarian solutions to the crisis. It conflicts with grassroots
democracy. The struggle in defence of existing democratic rights and
their expansion (including expansion within the state itself) is
therefore an important part of the struggle for socialism.

The oppression of women

Capitalism continues the age-long subjugation of women.

The position of women in society, and the view taken of them, has
been attributed to their biology and the development of a division of
labor based on sex is wrongly regarded as being determined by it.

But in fact the role of women in the economy, the way they are
regarded, and the forms of the family and acceptable sexuality, have
varied greatly as between social systems, nations and classes. So they
are clearly not “natural” or fixed.

But in most forms of society child rearing and nurturing is regarded
as “women’s work” and is undervalued.

Capitalism preserved and fostered, in new conditions, the
subordination of women to men. It destroyed the basically subsistence
economy of feudalism in which all members of a family contributed to
production and services, though in different ways according to age and
sex.

In its place, capitalism developed commodity production and the
market. This included a labor market. Women and children, even more
than men, were mercilessly exploited in mines and mills as capitalism
arose.
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exploring new ways of living, relating and sharing.

Not content with concentrating their special sales efforts on women,
the big corporations use women’s sex and bodies for promotion
purposes.

The advances in technology make it impossible to defend rationally
the exclusion of women from any occupation. The greater level of
education, the development of contraceptives and the general material
wealth of economically advanced societies make possible more
acceptance ofsocial responsibility for much of domesticlabor and child
rearing. The puncturing of many myths about women, and the
activities of the women’s liberation movement, have advanced the
possibilities of women's liberation to a new stage.

These possibilities, along with the additional burden from the
current crisis, are reflected in the continued, though uneven, advance
in the women’s movement.

But the old attitudes, the profit motives of employers, the vested
interest of men in maintaining domination, the pressures on women of
various institutions, especially the present nuclear family, are
powerful obstacles to further advance.

For example, women are still struggling for the right to control their
own bodies which are seen as belonging to men and society. This
involves: the right to control their own fertility through education and
through free and freely available contraception and abortion;the right
to sexual satisfaction and free choice in sexual relationships; freedom
from the objectification of women’s bodies in pornography, sexist
culture and advertising.

Even when the profit motive of a class of private employers is
removed, easy progress cannot be expected. Sexist attitudes, included
those concerning what is “normal” in family life and sexuality, will
take a long struggle to overcome. To overcome these obstacles,
however, must be one of the major aims of the socialist transformation
of society.

At present we support transitional demands, in this as in other areas,
within the context of more long-range policies. We believe that all
socialists, men and women, the unions and the labor movementshould
take up theissuesinvolved and fight for suitable policies here and now.

The aged

Modern capitalism shows increasing disregard for aged people and
others no longer necessary for the workings of the economy or capable
of producing profit.

The population is ageing as the birthrate declines, and the conditions
of the old are worsening as unemployment grows, the pressure for early
retirement increases, social services are scaled down, and already
inadequate pensions lag further behind the cost of living.
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No distinction in the criminal law between homosexual and
heterosexual acts.

Outlawing of discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation.

Changes in social structures, attitudes and practices which
deprive homosexuals of their human rights.

The rights of homosexuals in all other countries.

Aboriginal and Black Australians

Aborigines are the most exploited and oppressed section of the
Australian people. Australian capitalism was founded on the seizure of
their land and the massacre of their people. Along with conscious
policies of genocide, the remaining population was concentrated into
reserves and missions, in which they were denied all human rights.

But contrary to predictions, the people survived and did not
disappear as a race.

Most Aborigines lack employment, while those in the workforce are
employed mainly in rural areas and under miserable conditions.

Oppression of the Aborigines reflects the deep-seated prejudices of all
sections of white society. Racism does not arise inevitably from
“human nature”, but rather from class society. It becomes most
virulent under capitalism, in which it is used to justify super-
exploitation, the seizure of whole continents and genocide.

Aborigines have always fought and resisted the seizure of their land
and racist oppression. Despite their humiliation, many maintained
their pride and their strong cultural identity. In the 1960s their
resistance assumed new forms and dimensions. In the past this
reflected the liberation movements in Asia and the Third World, but
also it coincided with a period of economic expansion in Australia,
particularly in the mining sector, for example at Mapoon and Weipa.
This expansion brought a new wave of forced removal of Aborigines
from their lands.

They raised, and are continuing to raise, demands for civil rights.
They assert the principle of Black control of their own organisations.
They call for Australia to recognise the debt owed to the Aboriginal
people and to recognise that their claims are for repayment of a debt
and not for a welfare handout.Their central demanad is for land rights
and for compensation for two centuries of oppression. They got some
limited response from the Whitlam government in the form of partial
land rights in the Northern Territory and funding for Aboriginal
programs.

The Department of Aboriginal Affairs which administers the lives of
the Aboriginal people is bureaucratic, racist and white-dominated.
Bodies such as the State Land Trusts are manipulated and, in turn,
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Considered more broadly, the bias is even more pronounced; whereas
murders are criminalised, genocide and industrial “accident” deaths
are not; police forces are well-funded and have excessive powers, while
the Trade Practices and Corporate Affairs Commissions are starved of
funds and have limited powers; trivial crimes are prosecuted while
massive corporate crime goes unchecked; the crime of poverty
(vagrancy) leads to imprisonment, while massive pollution and
manufacturing of poisoned baby foods and death-trap cars leads to
minimal fines — or merely some loss of profits

Even if the inherent inequalities of the present criminal justice
system could be eliminated, the class-based oppression would remain:
to apply an equal standard in a structurally unequal society is to
reproduce oppression. For example, can everyone afford to hire crafty
lawyers to manipulate the laws and the courts?

Socialism would set out to eliminate the social basis of crime which
cannot be achieved by blaming and punishing individuals. Many of
the underlying social conditions which help produce it (e.g.
unemployment, unequal distribution of wealth, alienation) will be
eliminated. Laws which create victimless crimes will be repealed.

But, while the main, social basis of crime can be removed,
individual criminal and anti-social acts are unlikely to disappear
completely. Under socialism there would be a firm commitment to
develop the maximum non-coercive responses in such cases, Wherever
possible, the offender would remain within the community where there
would be housing, training, educational and therapeutic facilities and
personnel available, for voluntary use by offenders.

Depending on the particular crimes and the offenders’ records,
different and appropriate degrees of coercion will still be necessary.
Juvenile incarceration would be abolished. Total imprisonment would
be used only rarely and only for those who, by their proven behaviour,
pose a threat to other citizens.

Strong measures would be taken to ensure that these prisoners are
not degraded and that their humanity is protected. Intermediate
degrees of coercion would include partial incarceration alongside
compulsory community service and training.

In the past century, few advances have been made. Although many
spontaneous protests have occurred (and been savagely repressed),
prisoners have little effective organisation. The social and political
isolation of imprisonment must be broken. The CPA supports the call
of prisoners and their supporting organisations.flor th_e rights to
organise inside prisons, to unhindered outside political links and to
take part in the running of the system.

In their reactionary stands against even the sn:la]lest of reforms the
prison officers’ unions must be defeated in society as a whole and
within the labor movement.
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apd: some repressive neo-colonial regimes. It aims to end the bloc
division of the world, to establish a new, more equitable world

gconomip order, and to develop a more democratic system of
international relations.

Despite its varied composition, it serves the anti-imperialist cause,
aiding the struggle for genuine independence, economic and social
liberation and peace. It is, however, under constant pressure from
imperialism and great powers.

A non-aligned Australia would loosen ties with imperialism, remove
foreign military bases here, aid liberation movements, and seek to
reduce the danger of nuclear war.,

The growing economic and energy crises have greatly increased the
strategic importance of raw and energy materials, many of which
Australia has in abundance. Some producer countries have joined in
cartels in opposition to those dominated by multinationals, for
example OPEC. Australia should join such efforts.

The awareness of the continuing danger of nuclear war: the horror of
Viet Nam and other imperialist wars; the new armed conflicts between
some countries which have abolished capitalism, have led to a world-
wide desire to end war. When mobilised, this desire can prevent and end
wars. Similarly, world-wide anti-racist feelings and strivings to end
poverty and hunger, although defied by governments, cannot be
ignored by them.

Australian foreign policy is centred on the ANZUS alliance, placing
Australia in the front line of US global strategy and making Australia
a prime target in any nuclear war. US military bases here also
undermine Australian independence.

Following its defeat in Indo-China, US imperialism has been
forced tc develop new strategies for the Indian and Pacific Ocean
regions. The extreme tension between some countries which have
abolished capitalism has given imperialism and reactionary regimes
room to manoeuvre, particularly against liberation movements in the
area.

Subservient to US imperialist strategy in these regions, Australia
is developing closer military, political and economic relations with
ASEAN countries, and has supported the aggression of Indonesia
against East Timor. It also plays a major role in the island-nations of
the South Pacific, together with French, US and British imperialisms.
Australian governments have also helped prop up the racist South
African regime. It may intervene militarily in ex-colonies in the future
as it has done before.

The CPA supports national and social liberation movements
throughout the world, and especially in the ASEAN countries, East
Timor, southern Africa, Latin American and the island-nations of the
South Pacific. We support the peaceful unification of Korea. We support
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lll. How capitalism rules

Capitalism has maintained itself over a long period. Especially in
developed countries like Australia it has shown a great capacity to
survive and adapt despite all its problems

The power of the capitalist class takes many forms: economic, social,
political, ideological, cultural and coercive, exercised in various ways
through corporate and state institutions.

The capitalist class comprises the owners and controllers of the
means of production, distribution, exchange and communication — the
factories, banks, land, shops, media, etc. — and their agents.

People in top managerial and state positions, although they sell their
labor power, are also part of the rulin g class because they act on behalf
of capital, identify with its interests, and are often shareholders
themselves.

The capitalist class is only a small percentage of the population. But
within it are still smaller sections of big capitalists, one or more of
which usually exercises major influence over, or against, other big and
smaller capitalists.
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are formed and seem “natural”, though ideological hegemony in fact

irlwolvea a pervasive, many-sided and conscious effort by the ruling
class.

Consequently, most people still believe that capitalism is the natural
way to organise society, that there is in fact no better alternative, that
bosses and rulers are inevitable or necessary, that authority should be
obeyed 1:1ght orwrong, that Australiais fully democratic because there
are parliamentary elections, and thatin any case ordinary people have
httlc? power and can at best achieve small reforms. Belief that the profit
motive is inherent and beneficial upholds the system and induces
people to seek individual solutions. Sexism, racism and chauvinist
nationalism all help to oppress and divide the people and perpetuate
capitalism.

lIngrained habits and ideas, together with a fear of change,
reinforced by ruling class agencies, are a powerful force opposing
social change. Reactionary and ultra-right organisations make use of
this force — such organisations as important sections of the churches,
cr_usaders on moral questions such as the Festival of Light and the
Right to Life, the RSL leadership, NCC, Workers’ Party, Democratic
Labor Party, and fascist and para-military organisations like the
Croatian Ustasha. Such organisations are not always connected with
the ruling class (though they usually are); nor do they alwaysreflectits
wishes and tactics.

In politics, the capitalist class, a tiny minority, seeks to promote
apathy, to divide and intimidate its opponents, and to have its policies
accepted by big sections of working people and by the intermediate
strata. The avowedly capitalist parties (Liberal, National Country
parties) seek support for capitalist policies among particular sections
of people. And rightwing groups in the Labor Party promote capitalist
ideas and policies by advocating, either that a reformed capitalism is
better than socialism, or that socialism is now a dead issue.

In all the political and ideological institutions of capitalist power
there is a top stratum which consciously carries out and helps develop
ruling class policy. Top public servants, judges, leaders of the avowedly
capitalist political parties, media chiefs, top echelons of educational
institutions and others, between them constitute a capitalist political
elite. This is strongly connected to the corporate elite through direct
exchange of personnel, through meeting together in the normal course
of their work and through the social network. With the top officers of
the armed forces and police they exercise power on behalf of the ruling
class. The politically, economically and ideologically active members
of the ruling class together with those who serve it act for the ruling
class as a whole.

With such powers the ruling class can exert enormous pressure on
elected governments and, where necessary, undermine them. This is

especially so in times of economic crisis. Only a government
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IV. The forces for social change

The forces already exist in Australia whose interests would best be
served by ending capitalist class rule.

These classes and social forces are:

1. The working class:

(a) Industrial workers, mainly in factories, mines and transport.

(b) Non-manual workers, in trade, shops and offices (but in
factories and transport also).

(c) Part of the intellectually and technically trained workers in
industries and services.

(d) Rural workers.

(e) Women doing unpaid work athome who move in and out of the
workforce.

(f) The unemployed.

(g) Pensioners, retired workers.

2. Women as an oppressed sex.

3. Students (who will mostly become workers or members of the new
intermediate strata).

4. The Aboriginal people, Torres Strait Islanders and descendants of
the Pacific Islanders forcibly brought to Australia as semi-slave
labor at the turn of the century.

5. Social movements of sections of the people, or movements around
particular issues.

These are the forces to which the efforts of socialists in class and
social struggle should be directed.
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from a conflict of

while for service-type industries they h i i
R Y have increased the proportion of

The problems of non-manual workers have
; 0 come much closer to thos
of industrial workers, and they are taking more and stronger acticne,

strengthening their trade unions, and ma joi i
ey ny are now joined with the

The working cl?.as has thus become bigger, more diverse and more
capab}e of handllpg economic and social affairs. Each section can
bring its own particular strengths to a broad alliance of all sections.

Workers in basic industry, though declining as a proportion of the
whole, retain special significance because, for them, the class struggle
took a more open form and they saw earlier the need for solidarity and
trade union organisation. There are conservative as well as advanced
militant sections among them, but their continued central role in
production gives them great economic and political strength.

Workforce segmentation

The working class is divided by occupation and industry, and by sex,
ethnic and generation differences. This division weakens the working
class as a force in the labor market and helps to perpetuate the
oppression of its various sectors.

Women workers

While more women have entered the workforce they are concentrated
in particular occupations which have been labelled as “women’s work™
and regarded as subordinate, for example, nursing, secretarial work,
unskilled process work. They have been excluded from many
occupations by employers, by male workers, by trade unions and by
social attitudes. Working women are also still expected to do most or all
of the housework, thus being forced to work a “‘double shift”. Some
male and female workers have moved across these divisions but there
is a long way to go.

These conditions for women have often provided a basis for
conservative and rightwing forces to work on. Women's liberation
ideas, and the struggle against discrimination, have begun to makean
impact but have not yet sufficient support. Without taking up the needs
of women, both in the workforce and generally, the labor movement
cannot develop the unity and strength to achieve its aims.

Ethnic groupings

The postwar massimmigration promoted to provide “factory fodden:"
for Australia’s economic expansion radically changed the ethnic
composition of the workforce. It also transformed Australia from a
largely homogeneous, British-derived nation into a multi-cultural one.
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distyibt}tors land adopt anti-working class views. Suffering from
capitalist crises, and from workers’ reduced purchasing power, they
usually try to keep down the wages of their own workers. 4

Thn_a labor movement should seek to win them to the side of the
working class, and prevent them from becoming a base forreactionary
and fascist movements. This requires combating rightwing
propaganda, recognising their special needs and campaigning for
them when appropriate, and seeking to win them to the wider demands
of the labmj and lprogressive movements. Nor should socialism
thnlaat.en their continued existence. As small-scale producers under
aocn'ahslm. they W(llilld enjoy more economic security than under
cap!tahsm. The intermediate strata include members of family
businesses, those shopkeepers and small farmers who employ little or
no labor, and professional sections such aslawyers, doctors, architects
writers and artists who are self-employed. x

Spme who sell the_ir]abor power also occupy an intermediate position
owing to their special place in production and social life.

Middle levels of management (often with technical and scientifie
functions) and the middle-rank state employees act in varying degrees
as agents of capital. But they often exercise only limited control,
themselves suffering control by those at the top.

Different sections of the intermediate strata are affected in various
ways and with differing results by the pressures of big capital and the
crisis of the system which affect spheres that may particularly concern
them such as health, housing, rural policy, ideology and culture.
Therefore, some of them can be won for progressive or socialist
alternatives. Their ideological role, for reaction or progress, can be
considerable.

The working class as a political force

Workers, having a common place in production, feel impelled to take
collective industrial action and to form trade unions and working clgss
parties. But this does not mean that they all adopt the same political
positions. There are wide differences between them in class
consciousness, militancy and political allegiance.

A central task is to help the working class develop its consciousness
and unity, overcoming narrow sectional attitudes.

To become a class politically, and the leading force in a broad
alliance, workers need a class-wide approach based on the common
interests of all.

This means attention, not only to wages and conditions of vario_us
sections, but to the material well-being of all workers, lo_cal community
affairs, education and health, conservation, environment and
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The weakness of Australian socialist tradition.

The fact that Australia has never experienced fascism or war
devastation on its own territory.

Through t'helr traditions and experiences, reinforced by the media
and rgfor;nmt leaders, many workers came to believe that with
organisation and struggle they could make adequate advances within
the system. They saw the ending of capitalism either as UNNecessary or
as a remote aim to be achieved through piecemeal reforms.

The ruling class has used its powerful ideological apparatus to
strengthen this outlook, so that it persists even in a period of crisis.
Hence the strength of the labor movement’s prevailing outlook,
reformism, which is fostered by the dominant groups in the movement.

PPo]itically, reformism is expressed through the Australian Labor
arty.

colored peoples, southern

The Labor Party

The Australian Labor Party embraces a wide range of opinion. One
section consciously supports capitalism, opposes socialism in any form
and is strongly anti-communist. Another section — generally the
majority — believes in reforms to alleviate social injustice, to be
achieved mainly through electing Labor governments. And there is a
left wing which includes militant activists with little ideology,
socialists who believe they can achieve their objective by gradual
reform, some wanting an avowedly socialist program, and others who
doubt this can be achieved in the Labor Party but adhere to it because
they see no viable alternative. The Labor Party also attracts many
opportunists, who see in its mass support the road to personal
advancement.

The relative strengths and relationships of these groups vary
according to the prevailing conditions, including the level of mass
movements and the strength of the Communist Party and other
socialist forces.

The Australian Labor Party arose when the workers, threugh their
trade unions, turned to political action after their defeat in the
maritime and shearers’ strikes of the 1890s. These strikes showed the
limitations of trade union action (which had often been militant but
also largely reformist).

Mass working class support was achieved very quickly. Many
liberal-minded people and sections of the new manufacturing interests
who had previously supported more radical elements of the existing
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to form a government that organi i
b nag nt ‘ganised a more aggressive capitali
T]o]upon to the crisis. A group of NSW parliamentariansp :)wi:;
:h :s%%::::ee ;.: tlc‘iefth?::}qusw {iabor premier J.T. Lang voted with
0 deteat the Scullin Labor government, 1.
i 1 -Lang meekly
?;:;[:fnd : s1)33:{;1'1511'-15.1 of his government by NSW governor Sir Philip

The subsequent struggle against Lang’s i i

8 infl
bra.nch of _the Labor I_:’a_rty eventuall;gr led tge?}fz lwqc:];:yli)%vg
socialist-oriented left win in the branch. Dismissal of this leftwing
leadership by the federal body in 1940 resulted in the form ationofa

second Labor Party in NSW whi i
Communist Party in 1943, e

The breakaway of the extreme right wing in 1954-55, first in

Victoria, then in other states, to form what .
Labor Party. what became the Democratic

’Similgr developments could occur again in future, probably
displaying new features and opening up new possibilities. But in any
case, the Labor Party will continue to exist and will continue to
influence those social forces which must be won before socialism can
become an attainable objective.

Therefore, developments in the Labor Party are important,
especially any growth of a more cohesive left wing with a more
coherent socialist type policy for tackling today’s problems, developing
mass activity and struggling for democracy within the party.

In the present crisis period, the tensions within the Labor Party will
increase. One trend, the dominant one, powerfully supported
throughout the world by German Social Democracy, wants Labor to
adjust on capitalist lines, offering itself as the best administration ofa
capitalism adapted to the new conditions.

Another, growing trend is for sections of the Labor Party left to go
beyond previously held positions to a more open advocacy of socialism,
mass action and co-operation with other left forces.

The possibilities so presented will be influenced by the work of the
communists and other socialist and radical forces in advancing their
own policies and activities. They will be influenced also by the
strengthening of the industrial and social movements. These things
are the key to socialist advance.

The Communist Party
The Communist Party, formed in 1920, is the main focus forsocialist

action in Australia. The early communists cqn;mitted themselves to
building a party which was more than a political expression of the
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The split between the Communist Pa i
) y rty of China and th
Cor_nmumat Party of the S_mnet Union, the reappraisal of thenSoviei
Union aftet: 1956 and especially after the invasion of Czechoslovakiain
1968 mad_e it clear tha:t the CPA, although it was founded in response to
;111:) l}é.lsali.r; ﬁevolutlo_n and was lidentiﬁed with existing socialism
uld not follow or give uncritical allegiance to s
political centre or dogma. e e

Mincrity tendencies which supported the policies of the Soviet Union
and of China split away to form their own parties.

The last years have seen an uneven process of regrowth and
reappraisal. This program represents the latest stage in that
development. On the basis of marxism it seeks to develop the
revolutionary process in Australia out of the mass actions which arise
to counter oppression and exploitation.

The development of a large, well-organised and democratic
communist party is essential if the aims and strategy of this program
are to be realised.

Such an organisation brings together class conscious individuals
who support socialism. It draws together activists from a widerange of
political movements and thereby assists the construction of a broad
alliance for socialism. It provides a social and educational form which
heightens the awareness members have of the nature and extent of
economic, sexual and racial oppression in our society. In turn it allows
members to help widen the concerns of the movements they are active
in, and to link the struggles in one area with the struggles taking place
elsewhere.

It is not a party which wants to gain power and privilege for itself
and its members, but one which works with ordinary people to develop
their capacity to take power into their own hands and transform
society. It does not counterpose itself to, or seek to replace, qther
political parties or insist that it has some given right to leade‘rshlp.. It
seeks to lead through its analysis and activity and the capacity of its
members. Such leadership is won and not bestowed.
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employment. ;

For these reasons, and because of the k iti i
] 3 ey positions many will
occupy, tertiary students have a new importance as a social foﬁce.

xpectatjon of high income
r teaching, scientific and

crisis on these sections,

~ Already students have struggled against the way education is

shaped by ruling class needs and against cuts in education

- expenditure. They have struggled for greater educational democracy

‘and reform of curricula and teaching methods. Tertiary students also

~ play an imgo.rtant part in various social movements, supplying many
of their activists and leaders. ;

~ Other social forces and movements

Capitalism not only exploits people at work. It impinges on every
aspect of their lives. Thus people often enter into struggle in their

- communities and in their leisure activities. Movements and groupings

develop which may not belong directly to a class (students for

- example), or may embrace people from different classes and strata (for

example, Black, national, women's, youth, environmental, democratic

- rights, peace and solidarity movements).

 Though the organised church is usually conservative, upholding the
present social order, many religious people are concerned about.spcial
problems, adopting progressive and even revolutionary positions.
These people are an essential part of any broad alliance.

Developing and uniting the forces for social change

All the class and social forces we have described have a common
eed, expressed in their particular ways, for a democratic
transformation of society, for policies wzhich put people beforg profit,
for liberation from social oppression, forimmediate reforms which also
ke care of the future, and for an independent Australia in a peaceful
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V. Strategy for socialism

Capitalism is strong and skilful. The process of challenging,
curtailing and defeating it will be complex and many-sided, requiring
dedication and sustained effort by the forces of socialism and change.

A force strong enough to challenge and defeat capitalist power would
have to be an alliance of the widest possible social forces with a solid
base in major areas of society and able to contest capitalist structures,
policies, ideas and values.

The forces for change have to develop their power and influence
within capitalism before they can successfully overthrow it.

Strategy must therefore be based on present realities and must link
the present struggles and needs of the working people with a socialist
solution to those needs. This will not be achieved simply by advancing
maximum socialist demands or by advocating only minimal reforms.
Rather it requires struggle for intermediate demands that deal with
current problems and yet challenge capitalist power and help to
develop socialist consciousness. g
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The need for an alliance

At the moment, the most pressing need is to make progress in
build_ing a l?roa_d alliance for social changein a socialist direction, This
requires: winning mass support for policies expressing such change;
convincing people that the basic causes of our problems lie in the
system: strengthening the various movements for change and
developing their mutual understanding and solidarity; and winning
greater support for socialist alternatives.

The conscious forces for basic change and socialism are small at
present. But the basic components of a broad alliance already exist.
Each has some mass support, each has much wider potential support
that it must win.

Different sections of the working class challenge the ruling class on
particular issues. So do people experiencing a common oppression such
as women or Aboriginal people, and so do movements on particular
issues such as uranium mining. But for each movement to remove the
causes of its grievances it needs to challenge and defeat capitalist
domination of society as a whole. The isolation of the different sections
and movements must be overcome. Each needs the support ofthe other;
each needs to understand the other’s problems; each has something to
contribute to a fuller understanding of capitalism.

Therefore a broad alliance of social forces is more than a simple sum
of their separate strengths.

Only if the workers’ movement, the core of the alliance becomes
aware that oppression takes many forms and occurs in all areas of
society can it be the leading force and win the allies needed to defeat
ruling class power.

Social movements need the support of the labor movement especially
the industrial working class which has the material power, through its
role in production, to back up demands for reform and change.

Workers in the state apparatus such as teachers and public servants,
as well as doctors, lawyers, scientists and journalists, all in the main
play a role, sometimes unwittingly, in maintaining acceptance of
capitalist rule. It is very important to support their demands and
struggles where these are progressive and to win as many as possible to
progressive and socialist policies.

The system gains powerful ideological support from the male
domination of society and from the function of the nuclear family
under capitalism in rearing children to fit into existing social
arrangements. Therefore, the women's liberation movement is
essential to the alliance, along with the struggle to overcome male
chauvinist ideas within the labor movement and other sectors.

Capitalist rule intensifies the oppression of black people and ethnic
groups. Its denial of the historical and cultural bases of Australian
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Overcoming divisions among the people

The different :social forces coming into the broad alliance are not
mutually exclusive. People experience in their lives many different
aspects of capitalist oppression.

Womer_l, for instance, experience exploitation and injustice as
workers in addition to their oppression as women, In fact, because they
are women, they suffer greater exploitation and indignity as workers.

Similarly, all workers experience in varying degrees, the
environmental crisis of capitalism as well as the economic crisis, The
lower paid and most exploited workers usually experience the worst
environmental problems at home, at work and in their localities.

Each section should recognise the problems of others and accept
their demands as part of a common program. This is not easy. Workers
wanting jobs sometimes feel that environmental problems cut across
theirinterests. Allmen, including male workers, are privileged because
of the subordination of women and so feel threatened by the demand
for women's equality.

Oppression of ethnic groups can also advantage other groups of
workers. Some workers accept media propaganda that the unemployed
are “bludging” on them. Poorly organised sections sometimes resent
well-organised, militant sections who ean win higher standards, while
militants often resent backward sections under rightwing leadership.

All such differences should be tackled in the process of building the
broad alliance. This cannot be done by brushing aside the concerns of
some sections as always secondary. Rather, it is necessary for each
section to develop wider understanding of class and social issues and
for the broad alliance to attempt to develop united action on agreed
demands.

It is important to show that many seeming conflicts of interestcan be
resolved in a mutually satisfactory way. For example,
environmentally sound industries and practices (waste recycling, for
instance) often provide more jobs than high technology, high-pollution
ones. The danger of nuclear power has been linked with its threat to
employment and the advantages of solar power both for energy and
jobs, for example.

But some conflicts can only be resolved by changes in attitudes and
behaviour. Male domination and sexism can only be finally resolved
by big changes in men's attitude and behaviour, but meanwhile it is
important that some changes occur now, that male workers recognise
and fight for women’s demands, and that women do not require, as a
pre-condition for joining the alliance, that all men in it rid themselves
of all sexist attitudes.

In the process of building the alliance each gain in understanding
lays the basis for common action, a strengthening of the alliance. and a
further step towards a common outlook and a common program.

45




1e broad alliance
listic solutions to
- and policies and

ind opinions of the
sts. A transport
efforts of workers
ts in transport,
ndividuals.

nunity interest and
ered b;,r capitalism,
jperation and self-

orkers, union and
OQgrams on many
ofthe crisis. These
forces of the broad

ganisingthemselves

dent organisation,
forces is a challenge
d struggle.

g the efforts to boost

ly important when
such as indexation

basiccauses of the
losures, relocation
ge, ete.

 work out proposals
len understanding

nditions, workers
ckling the basic
get to know the
nomy but also the

0 defend jobs and
re of power and

46

- control. They need to broaden thei
- and especially to work out comp;eggitsivand "

- working conditions but also their sources
~ decisions about investment and company o

~ uneven, extension of workers’

— namely, management
perations.

Unionists should present alternative:

: s about the types of produ
am_l 'machmery, 1‘ay0ut and location of fa\ctm-ies}J orgar?isati(?:ls
training, pljodug:tmn‘ processes, direction of new investment,
government intervention up to and including nationalisation, ete,

Locality and special interest groups of vari

they need to intervene actively ix}: the rﬂﬂﬁfngp(f? illli?rﬁgcfif;?rast
A]tet:natlve plansf are needed for the design of urban areas; for the:
location of factories, shops, homes and recreational facilities!' for the
transport systems that serve them, and for the chance to par’ticipate
personal_ly In sport, culture, health and recreation activities. etc
Intggratlon of industry, local and special interest plans can help to co:
ordinate workplace efforts with consumer demands for more socially
useful goods and services.

Such intervention and planning grow out of the existing situation,
vet develop understanding, activity, self-confidence and organisation,
taking the working class along the road from being a ruled class to
becoming a ruling class.

Political methods

In the carrying out of this strategy stress should be laid on —
*  Mass involvement and action.
*  Building of a consensus of ideas and values in opposition to the
consensus which upholds the existing system.
*  Development of independent mass organisations and institutions
of grass roots democracy.
*  Linking of the various social movements and class forces around
common interests.
These ways of working will help to guard against both perpetual
containment of reforming movements and perpetual isolation of

sectarian minorities making generalised calls for socialism. They can
help to avoid the combination of pious talk about socialism with

‘reformist practice.

icati thods would lead to a continuous, though
B o e wank and popular control in all social areas.

i inni itali d become
This process, beginning under capitalism, would spee(_i upandb
decisive in the revolutionary period and be consolidated with the

building of self-management socialism.
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ir:. ex.posmfl; t!;he contradiction
0N universal fr. i

omic tem based on capitalist private prope:\? celx-lr:?len?irr:(cl)ran
lomination. The_se struggles challenge capitalist domination of snciety
s a whole while also developing workers’ self-confidence to taki
harge of workplace and industry affairs,

Capitalism cannot be beaten simply through workers taking control
f the means of production in a range of individual factories because
the system works as a totality rather than in separate units, However
when expressed in militant job action, and when linked with the

as in society as a whole. Such stru
uthoritarian structures of capitali
etween a political system based

ey demands of other social sections, workers’ control demands will be a

vital part of the overall movement. They will provide a basis for broad
upport for the actions of left governments.

- Struggles for workers’ control can help to develop a new kind of labor
ovement as the core of a wider alliance.

Challenging the ideas of the system

‘The material conditions for self- managed socialism already exist,

* but people’s consciousness lags behind. A “battle of ideas” is therefore

ecessary against the ideological domination by which capitalism
aintains a social consensus suited to its purposes.

‘The battle can be conducted in many ways; in everyday
onversations; through alternative media — newspapers, films,
theatre, video, etc; in leatlets, pamphlets and books; and where possible
n the existing mass media.
Since capitalistideas are dinned into the people every day, the battle
ideas cannot be won by small and isolated minorities. Hence the
eed for wide circulation of alternative publications and for the use of
ny opportunities in the existing mass media. '_I‘he left, tl_m broad
iance and the various movements should continually strive for a
ss approach in their publicity, making it understandable and
ppealing to ordinary people.

~ Alternative policies and programs have a special role to play in

ed. They show that the pll"esent
i i 5 i 3 into
stem is not the only one possible. They also help to bring people i
on. Dominant social ideas are not displaced only by argument —
rience and struggle are also necessary to expose them.

. 1 i i i n the offensive, it
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Bgortan{ to g)ounteract theirideologicalinfluence. Thereisa danger
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Communists fight for a People’s Constitution which would abolish
: hg Senate and all upper houses, abolish the position of gove g
gneral, replace the state political system with one based on re ir(:1 Ori
overnments, establish the principle of one vote one value thgrmi1 ﬂh
roportional representation at all levels, and i .

nclude a Bil i
[{_)a!;t;yould Buarantee and extend human and democraaticl 1it3g§11§;g£ltds
berties.

In their parliamentary work communists will work closely with
.}Worl-;ers’ and progressive mass movements. They will aim to make
«pa-rh.ament more democratic by involving the electors in decision

aking, ‘by introducing the right of recall and by ensuring greater
mmunity access to information.

he Labor Party and left Labor governments

- Given the strong traditional support for the Labor Party, and our
ndemocratic system of single member constituencies, the first
reflection of the broad anti-capitalist alliance in parliament is likely to
ome from representatives of the left wing of the Labor Party.

If the Labor Party left develops a coherent program, and fights for
that program, it would exert greater pressure against the Labor centre-
- right policy of “managing capitalism”.
In all this, the strength of the broad alliance outside parliamer}t is
primary and decisive. Even the election of Labor left representatives
mmitted to alternative policies depends mainly on the mass
ovements and on development of the ALP rank-and-file left and its
rticipation in the broad alliance. ‘
So long as the centre-right’s dominance in the Labor Party is not
ffectively challenged, large sections of workers who look to Labor and
'ho are not yet ready to support other parties will not get beyond
formist ideas and aims. The Labor left has an essential roletoplayin
tering this. ; ;

; s
Until the broad alliance becomes stronger, Labor governmen
mitted to managing and reforming capitalism aau-et the only
ternative to Liberal/National Country Party governm(;n S\-Nh‘tl
R i f the itlam

uch Labor governments, as in the early days of

@uchme:to;gy introduce reforms benefiting the working people and
cting the capitalist class to some degree.
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sformation will involve a periog of

ru ggle developing beyond normal limitg,

Successful revolutionary transformation would involve:

People’s bower at a high level at the grass roots in workplaces
communities and social institutions, and on this basjs: §

Dem_ocratic transformation of the state to make
and interests of working people.

Mobilis_ation of the pppular forces supporting the broad alliance to
ensure implementation of the transitional program.

Formation of a left government reflecting the majority, and which
will be responsible at every stage to the broad alliance, and

committed to regular democratic elections and acceptance of their
results.

itserve the wishes

Nationalisaﬁon under democratic worker-community control of
the main corporations exercising dominant economic influence.

Changes in the family through expanding the range of options in

family associations, in child care and performance of housework.

~ In particular, in combating male domination and parental
‘coercion.

‘The revolutionary process requires the development and interaction
~all these elements. Changes in state personnel cannot
amentally alter the state, let alone the wjder society, unless the

king class makes fundamental changes in economic and other

. Similarly, public ownership in industry depenc_ls more on the
orkers taking control in factories and institutions than on
tionalisation by law. On the other hlamd, workers control in one
ctory does not in itself constitute public ownership.

i ion i king class taking
revolutionary transformation involves the wor
of industryyand social life and also taking state power and
ng the nature of the state.

I these developments require winning majority support for the
m of the broad alliance.
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ome from the former ruling class which, with the aid of internati 1
iona

ipital, would use its power and experti i
hile in 1973 and in other countrli)e ks L HR

Linked up with this could be dissatisfacr
- Lin L ] isfactio ;
ple anq sections of th_e intermediate strat;ul.E[(;lilfztl“::clllﬁtl‘i?:I1 o busmgsa
o from ingrained habits unsuited to the iy

cist, sectional and individualist ideas. e o
There would also be contradictions a

roblem of re conciling in practice the righ
naged enterprises, those of the people i
‘overall needs of society.

nd conflicts, such ag the
ts a_f workers in separate self-
n different regions, ete., with

he exact situation cannot be predicted. It wou

) atlona} setting at the time, the condition of i%edggsggng; tﬁg
ee to wl-uv.::h V\forkers’ control, women'’s liberation, anti-racism and
8 participation had been developed previously, on mass
erstanding and on the foresight and skill of components of the left
ition and individual leaders.

ut the difficulties can all be overcome because the insoluble
blems of capitalism would be tackled at their root. Vigorous
1struction of the new society would proceed.

nomics and politics

he first step in the change-over from private ownership may be
onalisation, but the aim is not to turn means of production which
W private property into government property, or to make the
ernment the sole employer. The aim is rather to do away with the
loyer-employee, wage-labor relationship altogether by developing

~ property administered by workers in enterprises and
itutions. Personal property for individual or family use would be

ocial goals and programs would not be handed down by an all-
erful central government. Decisions would be made
cratically, with the widest possible participation of the people.
all questions of policy and planning would be decided by national
ssion, referenda and elections. Within these guidelines, decisions
'be made by appropriate sections of the people or representative

i tative
would be a balance between direct and representa
cy, with the aim of a progressive shift towards direct

acy. i
politics, culture, science, religion, philosophy, etc., self
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v in key.area_s at natmqal levels of economic decision—m-ilkdiﬁlg
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of social lilfe such as the media, health educat;
and science. Particular communities, su
riginal communities, would have thejr own co

iament and representative insti tions

_stralia_n parl_iaments are, in our view, a limited form of
sentative institution but any change in them would depend on the
ion of the people.

presentative institutions, local, regional and material, are an

pensable part of socialist democracy. They would be responsible
e proper conduct of democratic decision-making on majorissues,

ding the conduct of referenda and other tests of public opinion,

would have to ensure the carrying out of majority decisions. They

d be elected by proportional representation. They would be

red to consult fully with self-management institutions and other
roots bodies.

eir functions would be specified to avoid over centralisation of
r. The aim would be progressive decentralisation so as to
me the separation of representatives from electors and to avoid
ion or action at “top levels” taking the place of grass roots

iall italist st ill be
r self management socialism the capitalist state wi )
ed by a Eltategof a new kind. This state will have the alm.ti]f
1ly curtailing its own activities and eventually domg away wit -
— that is, doing away with the existence of a spectlgl grou}? o
whose particular occupation is to manage and coerce, tﬂg 3:
isted in all class societies. The aim is for all people to participat
rnment with rotation of the direct partlmpants.. B
tate would be secular, with no religion or particular ideology
led as “official”.
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idicate on alleged breaches. Operators of various media would b
N ¢ 1t ; haveam i :
sentatives of political parties, co-operaatlitl'ae?n
unity gﬁ)ups;, professional
g cr tural,  religious and  gpopts i
¢ 1 portin [} 1
'a:ft'e' They would co-operate with media \Eorkerrgsax:r]}l;a\tw} On]ﬂd i
edia from day to day. Arepresentative public body would gu s
power to ensure access to the mass medj bl e R
for minority viewpoints, includin
uals would be able to pu
rial.

b ce W and decentralised, both
ve its functioning and to develop community contro] m.?er ft(,)

icularly in the fields of education, health and welfare,

he aip'.ts wt_)uld.be open administration, involving freedom to

t files, simplification of texts, protection of citizens against
trary acts, encouragement of participationin drawing up, carrying
and checking on decisions, and education to foster the ideas of
ice and democracy.

military and police

e military and police would be transformed from elite bodies
arated from the rest of society into forces acting under democratic
trol for the good of the majority. Military knowledge would become

unity property. All who wanted could be trained for self-defence
defence of the country.

ce forces would, as far as possible, be decentralised and put under
ommunity control by such measures as election of police chiefs
encouragement of self-management enterprises to look after their

rity. Regional and national forces would be under government
1, with community organisations represented on a supervisory
ttee to guard against abuses of power.

alism will be protected mainly by the vigilance and action of the
exercising their self-management funct_mns. Any special 'Org(??s
ay prove necessary will be staffed w1th pgpp!‘e g‘omm:?:‘.e‘ 3
democracy. Definitions of “subversive”, vmlencet‘ dﬁv
t”" would specifically exclude those wishing to delrgt;]crz‘a 1% Iy
social changes, however fundamental. There would be a st
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ses. People’s rights are realised in the
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ialism, as described here, is not en
opment of society. Some further goals
ly at this stage.

visaged as the end of
can be foreseen, even if

on the economic principle: from
rding to work; a higher form of
z d , would adopt the principle: from
aucord}ng to ability, to each according to need. Such a change

require an economy which could fairly easily supply the
nable material needs of all, taking into account social and
nmental considerations.

ould require changed attitudes to material possessions and

mption, with greed checked and people taking only what they
d, as well as a widespread outlook of co-operation and concern for
mmon good.

odity production, money, a fixed division of labor and
on of mental and manual labor would gradually disappear.
atisfaction of material needs would be put in its proper place as
7 the pre-condition for a full life, not the main aim.

ese developments, and the education and tr‘aining of pe_ople to take
ting share of administration, managerial and political tasks
d provide the basis for most of the bureaucratic apparatus to
j)ear, the state to “wither away’’, and freedom to develop, creating
ty in which ‘‘the free development of each is the condition for the
velopment of all”. _
society could hardly develop fully in a separate country. Nor

g itions ality
it mean the end of change. When such conditions becomerea &
ople at that time will be able to freely choose their new goals.



ian party and an
we allegl_ance to any

; all working class and I i
nts both national and international, anc'il nupll;tig?tﬁ:;

tion of conflicts within socialism in a principled way
party seeks to express in its own practice its concepts of
racy and self-management. It aims for unity of leadership and
and for a style of work overcoming bureaucratic methods
g combating false distinctions between leaders and activists
tween experienced and less experienced cadres, Overcoming

, racism, group and sectional attitudes within the Party is an
rtant task requiring considerable efforts to break down old
aches, and translate our theory into practice.

iy functionaries and leading committees are elected and are
sible to the members and bodies electing them. They are
ired to report to, consult with, learn from and work with, members
ctivists. In their turn, members and activists are expected to

party’s organisational forms and democratic procedures, and
hts and duties of its members, are set out in the party

capitalist PA aims to be a party of activists and to educate its membersin
pression of m and socialist theory and practice. It encourages and assists
to become effective mass workers and activists. It seeks to
p methods of work which can win and bring into struggle the

num number of people.

methods include that communists do not seek to impose pre-
ideas but learn from as well as advise working people while
ly promoting their views. Communists strive to avoid eht1stf
n or adventurist tactics as a substitute for action by the
g class and in its name. Such methods are both incorrect and
ive and can reinforce reformist ideas and practice, alienate
nists from those they seek to win, expose the mo.vemen't to
ion and set dangerous precedents for the relationship between
onaries and the mass of the people : .
use capitalist ideas and values are d_on_unant m_A\;sitntrzll;gg
d because the capitalist mass media is Ce‘nt.rk‘ll‘li’l Lﬁ'tude;
lism, consumerism, and conservative pnlmr_; .iau ;v il
the working class, the attention the Party pays to 1declog)




vitalism has great regerves and flexibility, It h

€ permanent crisis, permanent unE‘mploj::ment gxgl?}?e?rn;::ii?
sequences. Wlthout mass support for an alternative thoge lar;s

win, despite their inhuman, anti-social results. The c]agh of

cal forces will decide the outcome, not forces operatin

endently of human beings. vy

or is social development the product of an inborn, unchanging
man nature”. Rather, society is the product of human activity
g and thinking. These are shaped by the structures of capitalism,
rical traditions and culture, i

man beings are not innately selfish and competitive, Except for
drives to satisfy needs “human nature” ig socially determined
an therefsre change in the process of social practice, just asideas

alues change, difficult and prolonged though such changes may
e selfish, competitive, privatised individual of today is a produet
italist society and can disappear as the main social type as that
s overthrown and a new one built. The individual initiative and
ity of all people, not just an elite, will be released for the first

cing the pursuit of profit with the pursuit of democratically
human needs will not automatically end all social
ms. But it is the first essential step forward.







