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‘Gohome andhug
your children’

Violence victimDaniel Christie dies in hospital; organs donated

Daniel Christie.

It has happened again.
TeenagerDaniel Christie
has become yet another
tragic fatality from a
king-hit punch. At least
91 Australians have died
this way since 2000.

The Christie family
turned off his life sup-
port on Saturday after-
noon at St Vincent’s
Hospital, where Daniel
had been in a coma since
he was attacked in Kings
Cross on New Year’s Eve.

Daniel, 18, was surrounded by his
friends and family, who agreed to
donate his organs, saying they could
think of no better way to honour his
‘‘generous and giving spirit’’.

‘‘Daniel was exceptional. He was a
beacon of morality with a heart of

gold,’’ his family said in a
statement. ‘‘Go home and
hug your children. Tell them
you love them. Call someone
you don’t call often enough.
Cherish your family and the
important relationships in
your life, because you never
know when your loved one
could be gone.’’

The attack, which left
Daniel with a fractured
skull, occurred just metres
from the site where Thomas

Kelly, also 18, was struck in 2012. He
later died from head injuries, spark-
ing a public outcry over alcohol-
fuelled violence in Sydney.

Martial arts fighter ShaunMcNeil,
25, is facing five assault charges from
the New Year’s Eve attacks.
� Full story — Pages 8-9
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Alcohol, steroid testing to hit streets
» EXCLUSIVE KIRSTY NEEDHAM STATE POLITICAL EDITOR

ContinuedPage8

The state government is urgently
examining how it can expand
police powers to enable violent
offenders to be tested for alcohol
and drugs, including steroids, to
gather the first real data on the
cause of the attacks that are
alarming Sydney.

Police on the front line of
alcohol-fuelled violence in Sydney
are unable to test the intoxication
levels of king-hit thugs, despite
breathalyser tests being conduc-
ted on hundreds of motorists daily
by highway patrols.

The director of the NSWBureau
of Crime Statistics, Don
Weatherburn, will ask, at a govern-
ment meeting of experts that is
being called to respond to the crisis,
for the testing to be introduced.

TheNSWCouncil for Civil Liber-

ties opposed the introduction of
police sniffer dogs to Kings Cross in
2002, and the random testing of
drivers 30 years ago. But council
president Stephen Blanks said the
council would not oppose testing,
provided it was aimed at serious
assaults and not every drunk.

‘‘Police have the power to take
DNA samples, hair or saliva
samples. So I don’t think it’s a very
radical step to give the police
power to do breath-testing, or even
drug testing,’’ Mr Blanks said.
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Australia Day Wrap Wrap of EGN dual state 4 January

National Gallery of Australia Centre of Spectrum 8 February

Earth Hour Wrap Wrap of EGN dual state 4 March

Art Month Sydney Wrap of Spectrum 4 March

ANZAC Day EGN 4 April

Sydney Writers’ Festival Guide Centre of Spectrum 24 May

Sydney Film Festival Guide Magazine 64 May

2014-15 Federal Budget Wrap of EGN dual state 20 May

Editor’s Picks Christmas Gift Guide Centre of Spectrum 24 December

Flickerfest Centre of Spectrum 4 December

New Year’s Eve Guide Shortlist 4 December
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Mother's Day Gift Guide Centre of Unwind 8 May

Father's Day Gift Guide Centre of Unwind 8 August
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