
 
 

Statement of Concern 
 
As lawyers specialised in international law of the sea and related disciplines, we are deeply 
concerned by reports that Russian authorities plan to bring piracy charges against 30 
Greenpeace International activists in relation to a peaceful protest at the oil rig 
Prirazlomnaya on the Russian continental shelf in the Arctic. 

Piracy, as defined in Article 101 of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, applies when 
illegal acts of violence, detention or depredation are committed against a ship or aircraft for 
private ends. It does not apply to non-violent protests against offshore installations 
undertaken with the aim of informing public opinion.  

Offshore oil production in the Arctic is a matter of legitimate public concern in light of 
climate change and the severe difficulties involved in disaster response in the region. 
Characterising protesters as ‘hostis humani generis’ - the enemy of mankind, as pirates have 
traditionally been considered - is inappropriate and undermines the efforts of the 
international community to combat genuine piracy by diluting the international consensus 
on the definition of this offence. 

We accordingly urge the Russian Federation to suspend its piracy investigation immediately. 
 
 

 

Signatures as of 11 October 2013. 

If you are a specialist in law of the sea and would like to sign, please send an e-mail to 

sofia.grivet.brancot@greenpeace.org stating your name and title. 

Professor Michael Byers University of British Columbia, Canada & Author, International Law 
and the Arctic (Cambridge University Press) 

Professor Robin Churchill Professor in International Law, University of Dundee, Scotland, UK 

Duncan Currie, LL. M. International and Environmental Lawyer and Political Adviser, 
Globelaw, New Zealand 

Professor Dr. Ellen Hey Professor of International Law, Erasmus University Rotterdam, 

The Netherlands 

Professor James E. Hickey Jr Professor of Law, Maurice A. Deane School of Law Hofstra 
University, USA 

Dr Mikhail Kashubsky Senior Lecturer and Principal Consultant, Centre for Customs and 
Excise Studies, University of Canberra, Australia & Author of 'Can an 
Act of Piracy be Committed Against an Offshore Oil Installation?' 

Professor Dr. Alexander Proelss Professor of Public International and European Law, Trier 
University, Germany 

Professor Dr. Nico J. Schrijver Chair of Public International Law, Leiden University,  
The Netherlands 

Professor Tullio Scovazzi Professor of International Law, University of Milano-Bicocca, Italy 

Professor Clive Symmons Research Fellow in Law, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland 
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