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ELECTION 2013 | SeaTac’s Proposition 1

inimum-wage boost:
Would it pay ofl?
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Jorge Sanchez, a dishwasher at the Hilton in Long Beach, shares a one-bedroom apartment with his wife and daughter.
He advocated for the “living-wage” law and got a raise of $3.25 an hour but soon found himself working fewer hours.

In one city, similar measure brought some unexpected results
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UNINCORPORATED AREAS
Shrinking road budget

Comparing ;
‘living means only primary routes
wage’ will be cleared
proposals

Long Beach’s

By MIKE LINDBLOM
Seattle Times transportation reporter

Measure N King County plans to reduce its
Description: snowplowing in unincorporated
Created a areas by two-thirds this winter, to
$13-an-hour clear only the most critical road-

minimum wage
at nonunionized

ways, because money is tight.
On the way into North Bend,
crews will plow a few roads near

hotels with 100 Interstate 90, but homes in the
ormore rooms foothills will be even more isolated
Who’s affected: than usual.
About 2,000 Drivers going from Carnation to
workers at 16 Redmond will need to find an indi-
large hotels rect route, while Northeast Union
Hill Road is left to cross-country
Bottom line: skiers.
Represented a White Center residents may want
63 percent pay to stock up on kitty litter for trac-
raise over tion, or walk with a wagon to the
California’s hardware store or the market,

minimum wage
of $8 an hour

rather than skid along unplowed
back streets.
The north-south Vashon High-

SeaTac’s way will be plowed, but not the
Proposition 1 coastline roads, nor attached Mau-
Description: ry Island, until the weather relents

Would create

a $15-an-hour
minimum wage
at Seattle-
Tacoma
International
Airport and its

enough that crews have spare time.

“People who are trying to get out
to their medical appointments, or
to their employment, may be isolat-
ed for longer periods of time,” said
Brenda Bauer, director of the King
County Road Services Division.

It might take longer for utility
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at the Hilton hotel.

So Sanchez, 56, threw his
support behind hiking the
minimum wage to $13 an hour
for hotel workers in this port
city just south of Los Angeles. A
campaign flier featuring San-
chez in his white work uniform
urged Latino voters to go to the
polls last Nov. 6 and check
“Yes” on Measure N.

But the Colombia native
soon experienced what he
believes was an unintended
consequence: The same month
he gota $3.25-an-hour bump
in pay, Sanchez’s employer cut
his workweek from 40 to 30
hours.

“Measure N was good be-
cause it raised our wages. But
inreality, what the hotel did
was cut our hours, so it hasn’t
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Donald Blackwood, a bellman at the Hilton, says the law resulted in $800 more a
month for him, and that helps him care for his mother and save up to buy a car.

jobs in SeaTac

Bottom line:
Represents a 63
percent increase
over
Washington
state’s current
minimum wage
0f $9.19 an hour

Source: Seattle
Times research

Ripple effects
fuel debate

on the role

of government

By NANCY BENAC
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The lingering
federal shutdown is transforming a
musty debate over the role of gov-
ernment in America into a coast-to-
coast, prime-time reality show.

With landmarks closed, pay-
checks delayed and workers fur-
loughed, Americans are drawing
dueling lessons from the rippling
effects of the partial shutdown: The
disruptions show that the feds are
way too involved in people’s lives or
that the government does a lot of
vital things that people take for
granted.
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