


convicts to most

ended and the fwﬁ of
Lhe independent mi
settlrs had begun o be
met with the
esLablishment of
MMI:E n oSt ﬂ'f
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he tundred wears Between 1788 and 1888 was also
a Lime of [ierce compelition between Lhe separate
colomies who went it alone” as if they were separate
| countries fowever. by Eke 1BE0g it was clear that some
matiers really Fo be managéd by a pariiament which wowld
represent the wiole of Australia

Thus Lhe [edbration movement bégan

1€ took many wears of fively debale befive representatines of
Fhe colomes could agree on @ ConsEIEWEion under which Fhey would be
hagpy Fo fedkrate




‘ I 01974 - ag Australian citizens we [
27 ﬁf% in a democracy Which assures o

of ug fair regresentation i Odr
varliament.




The Goverror-
pemeral
FEpresents Lhe
Grown as

Flead-of-State

\ are elected by
Aus bralian
citizens Lo

Pt L A ENT
Farligment ronsisis of 2
Aowses - e Mase of
Fepresentatins and the Sengle
& 8 Parliament s job £0 make
Lhe lows of Lhe mation s
PALicwiar EEpEIPI LS are
batad i Sectims 31 and 57 of
» Ehe Comgtitution

he Comatitution itaslf falls we m swtion 128 that Faderal Farliament
may propose & change but i€ musE gan the agreement of Fhe cibizens of
o Ehe malin and of e States feee Hhe change can be mak
v A refarsndams must b held Po ask for Bhis apment In @ referendum shtirs
ol wes” o we” Bo 2 proposid ohange

A change will only f2 mak £o Fhe Constitubion if a maieity of ekeforg over
e whok of Australia vote s AND a mgority of slctors w af last 4 of the
& states slep bt s’ This iz baown 25 2 dwble mairii

Sinew faration the AusCralian peopke kave vorad i 44 referondems and Rave
oy agrear Yo bhe constitutional changes contamed i S of Ehem




emeral Lhe F e
Mimigter and mimsters form the
Lugewbrw Coumer! It iz Phe
Exccubives job t0 put the laws mad
tﬁy’ Farlament mic orackiee The
departmenis of the Lubly gorviy
N0 Lhem & Ehis

I® 7HE HiGH couRT \
It /8 the High Court's job to |
interpret the Constitution and |
al80 Yo act as réferee” when
Serioug dhSagreements arise
belween Che Commonnealth and
bhe states or belwesn L
Commonnea/ti and ndividual
L/FIZENS.




D EMOCRATIC REPRESENTATION

every 3 years for the
House of Representatives
and Eerritory Senators. 7
election for half the State
| senators. a half-Senate election
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) o B el is mormally held at the same
: ' . Lime
Y HAMBER OF THE HOUSE OF REFPRESENTATIVES i I




1N/ F EDERAL © ARLIAMENT

day camnot effectively
quidk the parliament a
dowble dissolution may be called
This means that both houses
are digsolved and the whotk
Senate as well as the House of
Representatives must face an
election.
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CHAMBER. OF THE SENATE
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DECLARATION OF

THE POLL
When the scruting is complete thon ..
THE POLL IS DECLARED —the
names of the swccessrul candidates
are amnowniced Ther names must also
| & written on Ethe back of the original
writs and the writs returmed to

S whoever isswed Lhew  either the
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FPRINTIMG OF
BALLOT PAPERS

When Ehe time set asidke
Jor nominations ends, the
Australian £lectoral
Commizsion has ballbt
papers printed with the
candidaies' names on

THE SCRUTING

Wien voting finishes at & pm the
Sealed ballo? boxes are opened and
beging.  This tounting” stape s calid

The résults ﬁfﬁh',mrwm ro the
Virtwal Tally Room on the Australian
Llectoral Commigsion website.
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As aresult of the election

: | y taking part in an
i election Australian
electors have chosen the men and
women who will represent them in
parliament. As a result of the election
a new parliament 18 formed!

o Which members of parliament form the
v “government of the day”?

N‘SWER, The party, or coalition of parties, with a
A Y mgority of members in the fouse of
Representatives becomes the government. The Wl
b

leader of the govermment 3 called the Frime -7
Minister AN

4




Tﬁe prereential system of voting /s used for House of
Representatives elections

are kelping Yo choose one person Fo represent wour electoral division in
that house of Federal Farliament. The M?fﬁepfmﬁ'ﬁw
ballot paper 18 green and (ists the candidates” names. In the
preferential system the elector needs Lo put a mimber in each of the
esige the candidates’ names. The mumber 1 shows the

electors 1irst preference. 2 indicates the secomd preference and so on.

Ballo? papers on which all the boxes have been filled in are called
Tormal ballor papers. Only formal ballot papers are counted in deciding
| Ze winning candidate. Make your vote com? - make your vote formalr

10 be tlected, a candidate must receive an absolite maority i more
than 50% of all the formal votes cast.

This means that a candidate must win the support of over half
the clectors in a division Lo become their representative i the fouse
of Representatives. 3
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When you vote in an election for the fouse of Representatives you
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[dounting Eine ors...

I DIVISION OF 0L I

THREE CANDIDATES RICK DANNY AND MEGAN stand for election in the
divigion of OZ" After the elction the ballot papers are counted and there are 60,000 formal votes
Therefore Ehe absolute maority neded Lo win the seat is at kast 30 OO1 vores (mure than 50%) I

iz eliminated So Rk is eliminated and these ballbf papers are distributed daccording Fo Ehe secomd

. 22 000
8 700

30 700

Mg gatved
&8 A0 samed

MNOBODY has gaived an absolute majority so the person with the lowest mmber of [t preferences I

Prefivences.
AS MEGAN has gaimss the absoiote maiity she becomes He sictad mpresentatiin for the dvision of ‘07 l
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magine your ¢lass has the chance to spemd a
wiole day away from school doing Something
adventirons - money’s no obeet!

You will alf be doimg the same thing so we
want 20 be sure to please more than half of you
(more than 50%)

ou will need 1 ballo¥ paper each
S0 photocopy as many as
== reguired of the Sample below:
Remember that Fouse of
Representatives ballot papers are green

80 you Showld use gréen paper!

A Remember that you place the
mumber 1 1n the Square beside your
first preference, 2 beside your
second preference and so on until
you have filled in all the boxes

A Vore in secret

(A Fold your ballot paper and place ¢
m the ballok box.

Now sort and count the votes—

record your results on the table on

| herae opposi
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7 your election there were 5 excursion candidates to
choose from. After the election the ballot papers were
connted and there were...... formal votes. Therefore the
absolute mgority needed vo winl Is...... (absolute maority =
more than 50% of the formal vote)

Has amy excursion gaimed an absolite mgority af the first comnt?

If 1o excursion has gaimed an absolute majority then Lhe excursion with the lonest number of
first preferences (s eliminated These ballo? papers are distributed according Fo Phe secomd
preferences shown on LHem

SFcOND K.
COUNT

THE OXCUISION CHOBEN 18 oo seereesre e s ssesse st

THIS EXCUISION WAS CHOSEN GE EHE oooeeoeeoeeeeoosreesssssssssss s COUnE.

his I8 how Ehe electors of a division elect one person Fo represent
them all in the House of Representartives
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ELECTION TALK ELECTION TALK  ELECTION TALK

— The word ballot: comes from
' the French word ballotte meéanmng a
litthe ball In Ancient Athens Jh@as_af the
Highest: court wsed ¥o give Fheir verdiets by
aropping stome or metal balls into boxes. Balls
Ehat were coloured Plack stood for
condemnation White balls meant acqguittal
Today some clubs use wiite and black éaf?s
Fo vote on new members. Persons mot admitted
are Said to b Blackballed

= Swinging witers are
= in the minority. Most peopl
tend to vote for the Same party ekction

after election but no¥ o the swinging vorers!
They Fond to vote for difforent parties at
different elections

= A ‘donkey vore’ (s a term used
when a ballor paper is numbered
e from top to bottom 1K order.

ThiS (s a formal vote,
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Wy St A cotourful terrm that
= describes a way of campaigning which
" Some candidares use ¥o Wi vores; they Shake

Ehe Rand2 and Slap the backs of every citizen
they meet.

ELECTION TALK ELECTION TALK ELECTION TALK



ELECTION TALK ELECTION TALK ELECTION TALK

A grizzly
Form used o descrive a
parliament in which 10 political

party, or coalition of partiés, has a
majority in the peopls house” A
parliament like this has no life
Locause decisions can't be madk -
government grinds 0 a halt!

= groups of people who feel S0
strongly about parvicuiar causes
that they bry Yo persuad Fhe
vermment: £ make decisions which
Support FRIr CaSes.
The word not only describes
the growps themselves but rhe
tactics they use o influence
powerful people and government.
Some examples of lobby groups aré
the environmental lobby and Lhe
NG :
Can you Ehink of amy more lobby
groups?

ELECTION TALK ELECTION TALK ELECTION TALK
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Australian Electoral Commission
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