West Virginia State Democratic 2012 Party Platform

Preamble

President Harry S. Truman once said, “America was not built on fear. America was built on
courage, on imagination and an unbeatable determination to do the job at hand.” In tough times,
Democrats are getting the job done. Despite inheriting the deepest recession in nearly a century,
President Obama is leading the way to an economic recovery that benefits all Americans. The
United States has experienced more than two straight years of private sector job growth, and
unemployment is at its lowest point in three years.

At the same time, Democrats expanded health care to millions of Americans, passed Wall Street
reform, saved the U.S. auto industry from extinction, adopted legislation to ensure women receive
equal pay for equal work, increased our investment in higher education and job training, and
ended institutional discrimination in the military.

The war in Iraq was brought to a responsible end, and a timeline has been set for bringing our
troops home from Afghanistan. Osama bin Laden, who was responsible for America’s darkest
day, has been captured and killed. We have reduced our dependence on foreign oil for three
years in arow. In a word, we are safer and more secure today than four years ago.

In West Virginia, Governor Tomblin is presiding over an economy that is experiencing the second
highest rate of job growth of any state in the nation. Democrats have cut taxes for hard working
West Virginia families, balanced our state budget year after year, and paid down debts.

Meanwhile, the Republicans’ top priority is maintaining tax cuts for the wealthiest 1% of
Americans at the expense of Medicare, Social Security, education and our nation’s infrastructure.
Rather than trying to convince us that their failed policies are right for America, the GOP is
systematically disenfranchising voters by adopting restrictive voting laws and threatening the very
fabric of our democracy.

In 2012, we have a clear choice to continue to fight for progress and opportunity, or we can turn
the clock back to the failed Republican policies that left millions of American families on the brink
of economic collapse. Each section of the 2012 platform represents the values of our Party and
the aspirations we have for our state and our nation. Together, we will help create an America
and a West Virginia that is built to last.
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Education
We believe in the Constitution of West Virginia asupport a thorough and
efficient educational system. Education is a catoere of the future and a means
of escaping poverty. A quality education startdwatqualified, certified teacher in
every classroom.

A-1: Pre-K-12
We support:

a) Ensuring that every child has the skills necestarpostsecondary education
and/or the world of work.

b) Providing each child with the right to attend sdhiaca safe, disciplined
environment conducive to learning.

c) Ensuring that every child comes to the classrooepgned and able to learn.

d) Steps to recruit and retain high-quality teachEwry classroom should have a
highly qualified and certified teacher.

e) The belief that educators, parents, and the contynahould take ownership of
their schools.

f) Quality science, technology, English, arts, andmeatriculum in every school
(STEAM approach).

g) Low-cost, nutritional lunches for our students.

h) Implement programs to alleviate truancy and baodbyi

i) Expanding the innovative use of technology.

]) The value of a teacher in the classroom, but mistdearning alternatives to
ensure a challenging curriculum.

k) The evaluation of schools by multiple measuresjusitstandardized test scores.

[) Preschool programs to ensure that all childrenrestigool with the same
opportunities.

m) After school programs to provide academic suppadt@nrichment activities.

n) Ensuring that state funding is used for public edion, from pre-K to post
secondary education.

0) Smaller class sizes.

A-2: Post Secondary Education
We support:

a)
b)

c)
d)

A focus by colleges on preparing students forodoal economy.

The right of every eligible West Virginian to obtaguality, accessible post
secondary training.

Funding for the Promise Scholarship and encouragioipients to give back to
the state, either monetarily or through service.

The Smart 529 program and other initiatives to n@akiege affordable and
accessible.

We recognize:

e)

f)

The necessity of a strong community college systsponsive to local business
and industry needs.

The need to support adult basic education as amative path to becoming an
educated productive citizen.



A-3: Libraries

We support:
a) Funding for libraries because of their importans@a&ource of lifelong learning.
b) The availability of accessible technology for allzens.
c) Volunteer literacy programs.

B — Economy
West Virginia’s best natural resource is its peoest Virginia must grow its
economy by creating and sustaining jobs that peoindng wages with benefits.
West Virginia’s economic strength lies in its addgée workforce and good work
ethic. We strive to give our state’s employers amployees the opportunity to live,
work, and raise their families in a progressivereeoy.

B-1: Keys to Building a Stronger Economy
We believe that:
a) Infrastructure

1. A strong economy relies on good roads, bridgesemaatd sewer,
airports, waterways, internet access, and phomcser

2. Federal, state, and local governments must innesiguality
infrastructure that enables us to build an econtirayworks for all.

3. Taxpayer dollars must be used in an accountabletevlynd vital
projects.

b) Workforce Development
We believe that everyone should have the dppity to acquire a
good education and new skills, and to paséhskills to work.
c) Small Business
We believe that:

1. Small businesses are the backbone of our econardyya should
encourage the entrepreneurial spirit.

2. The gap should be bridged between government aatl Bosiness
through better communication about the many progrand services
that are available.

d) Business Climate
We believe that:

1. Itis essential to promote a positive imagéhefstate.

2. The state can help attract new business and astirexemployers
while expecting them to be responsible corporédteeris.

3. Ensure that tax incentives are done in a regiplenmanner that
maintains a sustainable tax base for our publioaish

e) Agriculture and Forestry
We support:

1. Family farms.

2. Ensuring that West Virginia farmers have argjrsafety net and that
they can achieve profitability in the marketplace.

3. Incentives for farmers and foresters to use goodewation practices
and sustainable farming methods.

f) Tourism

We support the promotion and development of tourisur state to further
diversify our economy. Major developments, like Bey Scouts national
campground should be supported fully.



B-2: Employee Rights
a) Workplace Safety
We believe that every working person hagitjiet to a safe and
healthy workplace environment. Therefore,unge the state to pass
pertinent safety laws that would further pattWest Virginia's entire
workforce.
1. Special care should be devoted to our statekromers to
ensure their safety.
2. Drug free workplaces should be a priority fax gtate as well.
b) Bargaining Rights
We urge state and local officials to suppottective bargaining for
improved wages, benefits, and working conditions.
c) Pensions/Retirement/Health Care
We believe that every working person shoulclble to retire without
the worry that Social Security will be under-fundecdeventually
phased out. Pensions, health care, and otheritseeeafned on the job
must be protected and guaranteed in retirement.
d) Wages
We support:
1. competitive, sustainable wages for all workersftord them a better
quality of life.
2. increasing the minimum wage to a living wage areddlimination of
the minimum wage “loopholes.”
3. equal pay for equal work.
e) Safety Net (Unemployment Compensation)
We support programs to protect, and providerafortable transition
for, working families in crisis.

B-3: Creating a Level Playing Field
a) Fair Trade
We support trade with other nations, so losithare is a level playing
field. American jobs should not be sacrificed taicwies that do not
enforce adequate safety, child labor, minimum wagd,
environmental laws.
b) Outsourcing
We discourage the practice of outsourcing beedt is detrimental to
West Virginia working families. We support@&fts to promote
American and West Virginia made products.
c) Consumer Protection
We support preservipigatecting and improving our civil justice
system so that anywhe is harmed by the misconduct and
negligence of othegis obtain justice in our state’s courtrooms.

C — Law and Order

The West Virginia State Democratic Party advocédeshe strict enforcement and
preservation of the Constitution of the United &adind the West Virginia
Constitution. The ideals set forth in these histdmcuments help protect West
Virginia citizens against crimes and invasion frimreign countries while also
protecting the peace and dignity of the state.



We support:
C-1: Right to Bear Arms
The U.S. Constitution, including the Second Ameniiine the right to bear arms.

C-2: National Guard
Sufficient numbers and funding of National Guardspenel to protect citizens
within the state. The preservation of their féigB and equipment stationed here
should be a priority too.

C-3: Incarceration
Appropriate alternatives to incarceration, such@se confinement, drug courts,
day report centers, and community based treatnimentid be pursued for non-
violent offenders

C-4: Immigration
Fair and humane immigration laws that are enfotogutotect the legal residents of
the State of West Virginia and the United State&merica.

C-6: Funding
Adequate, sustained, and effective monitoring afifag for law enforcement, the
judicial system, corrections, and legal-aid areeseary to maintain access to
justice for all citizens.

D — Good Government
The Democratic Party stands for honest, open ainddévernment, of, for, and by
the people. All elected officials must be heldtbigher moral standing and be held
accountable to the West Virginia electorate.

Therefore, the West Virginia State Democratic yPaupports and will work toward
improving and/or attaining the following:

D-1: Ethical conduct of all elected officials.
D-2: Responsible spending and balanced budgets.

D-3: Ensuring that governmental operations strictlydwilfederal and state laws, codes,
and/or guidelines.

D-4: Legal, clean elections with full disclosure of dosiand spending is critical to an
informed electorate to sustain our democracy.

D-5: Adequate polling places, including more communiggdd (satellite) early voting
locations, and access for the disabled are negetsspromote participation.

D-6: Improved public education about candidates runfongffice and the electoral
process. We also encourage better civics educatidrvoter registration drives in
high schools.

D-7: Placing a high priority on providing competitivdaes, benefits, and
opportunities for all public employees and pubgecvaints.



D-8: We oppose voter suppression efforts that malkenecessarily difficult to vote,
such as the so-called “voter ID laws.”

E — Environment
The West Virginia State Democratic Party is dediddb working toward a cleaner,
healthier environment that promotes energy indepecel As a moral obligation to
future generations, the West Virginia State DemacRarty advocates for broad
improvements in federal and state energy poli@etmbat increasingly serious
environmental issues both globally and here at home

E-1: Energy Independence
a) We support energy independence that uses “cledhiechnology to fuel and
power America and the expansion of West Virgineriergy resources to include
our rich natural gas deposits and all forms oftlaad renewable energy.
b) We support responsible drilling practices that eesphe mineral and property
rights owners.

E-2: Clean Air & Water
We support enforcement of the Clean Air & WatersNat help preserve our
environment. West Virginians have a right to safakdng water and clean air to
breathe.

E-3: Reclamation
a) We believe that reclamation of mined areas shoelddmplete.
b) We strongly support enforcement of regulationthwegard to all extractive
industries.

E-4: Clean Communities
We support and encourage efforts to reduce littdremcourage recycling and
recognize not only their environmental, but alsairtipotential economic impact.

F — Health and Social Issues
The health and welfare of West Virginia residefiswdd remain at the forefront of
policy discussions as the status of our citizeeglth remains an urgent concern.
West Virginia Democrats believe that goveent, at every level, should not
interfere with an individual’'s or familyigght to make a personal or medical
decision.

F-1: Health

a) We support the concept of a national health castesy.

b) We support the development of a new vision of heatid welfare in West
Virginia.

c) We care about the physical, mental, and sociatiheélall residents.

d) We support the continued search for creative waysiprove health care quality.

e) We support expansions of coverage to those witbxseng conditions, to allow
children to stay on their parents insurance lontgetreat women equally, to
cover mental illness, and to promote preventive.car

F-2: Health Care Delivery Systems
We commit to ensuring our citizens full accessualiy health care professionals and
facilities.



F-3: Social
a) We support existing programs, i.e., Medicare, Maidicthe Children’s Health Insurance
Program (CHIP), Women, Infants and Children (JVICemporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF), and Money Follows the Bar@MFP).
b) We believe that public assistance should be a skedoance, not a way of life.

F-4: Children and Families

We are committed to strengthening family life aterefore, continue to support:

a) Vacation time, which enhances family life, headthd wellness, and increases
workplace productivity.

b) The right to safe, quality daycare or after-sctuaok for children.

c) The rights of consumers to choose in-home careiagétutional care.

d) Full funding of effective intervention services families in crisis, i.e., domestic
violence.

e) An aggressive, effective, and fair child suppoitemtion system.

f) Where warranted, a safe and secure, monitorectramitand/or exchange site in
each county.

g) Research, planning, comprehensive family life edanaand policies that
support healthy child bearing.

h) Programs to take a multi-faceted approach to gohgceeenagers on how to
prevent unwanted pregnancig®bstinence only” programs do not work.

i) Programs and laws, such as the “Violence Againsm@fAct” to reduce and
eliminate domestic violence.

F-5: Seniors

a) We recognize that senior citizens are an integgl @f our society.

b) We are committed to helping seniors retain thelependence, dignity, and
standard of living.

c) We believe that senior centers across our staieda@rograms that are critical to
the well being of this valued population.

d) We are committed to finding and implementing salus to critical issues facing
the aging population, namely: health care, natrjtexercise, transportation,
housing, and fraudulent schemes.

e) We recommend an increase in geriatric educatiomfatical students in all state
medical schools.

f) Medicare and Social Security must be protectedaaiedjuately funded. Efforts to

privatize them or convert them into vouchers $théwe opposed.

F-6: Health Education
We support a comprehensive health education progsam

a) Supporting wellness centers, well lit and safe oatdheighborhood playgrounds,
and hiking, biking, and walking trails.

b) Restoring full school physical education prograhst tnclude nutrition, wellness,
recess, and the promotion of an overall healtiegtifie.

c) Supporting music and art programs and our cultueatage, recognizing their
therapeutic value.

d) Encouraging families and work places to participatghysical activities on a
daily basis.

e) Educating citizens about healthy eating habitsvaekdhess programs.

f) Providing clear information and promoting awarerngssxisting programs and
facilities to support health among citizens.



F-7: Civil Rights

We continue our leadership in championing the cigihts of all persons and
support laws and policies that recognize the infitedlgynity and the equal and
inalienable rights of all citizens by:

a) Dedicating ourselves to creating an environmeM/ast Virginia that utilizes,
respects, and celebrates the various cultural acidlgdifferences among our
citizens.

b) Leading the fight to ensure no American suffeszdimination or deprivation
of rights on the basis of race, sex, languageonatiorigin, religion, age, military
or veteran status, economic status, disabilityyakarientation, gender identity
and expression, marital status or other charatiteniselevant to ability.

c) Advocating that all citizens who desire to providethemselves and their
families should be allowed to work, free from disanation, and should not lose
their job based on any characteristic.

d) Affirming our support for equal rights for womeéhge Equal Rights
Amendment, the full enforcement of all laws barrjaly discrimination,
enforcement of equal pay for work of equal valuel halanced appointments and
hiring of women, minorities and the disabled toipposs of major responsibility.
e) Condemning bigotry of any kind and continuing peak out in a unified voice
against hatred and violence directed against anpmity group.

F-8: Women’s Health

The Democratic Party of West Virginia is conceraddut the attacks on
women'’s reproductive health and health servicgherlJS and West Virginia. Although
we have made significant gains in women'’s healtWast Virginia, much remains to be
done to improve quality of care and access to cehmarsive health services, including
family planning. West Virginian women are among thest likely to die of heart disease
or lung cancer, to have diabetes, and to be oBadees born in West Virginia are more
likely to be premature and have low birth weighothers are more likely to smoke
during pregnancy. In West Virginia, lack of eduoatand insurance coverage are
directly related to women’s non-use of preventiealth services and the unfortunately
poor health outcomes. West Virginia has one ohilgaest teen pregnancy rates in the
nation. Teen mothers are more likely to drop owtabfool and their children are more
likely to become teen parents, perpetuating powenty educational challenges.

The Democratic Party of West Virginia supports im@ments in health services and
well being for all females in West Virginia. Theoe¢, the Democratic Party of West
Virginia will work to ensure that:

- all women have access to the full range of affolelabmprehensive health
services, including family planning;

- all women have access to age-appropriate educaganding nutrition, exercise,
preventive health practices, and reproductive healt

- all women have access to quality health servicediding gynecology,
obstetrics, certified nurse-midwifery care, androgloictive health; and

- all health decisions, including reproductive headtte made privately without
interference by the government, insurance compaoresmployers.



G — Veterans
The West Virginia State Democratic Party standsdeethe generations of men and
women who have bravely served our country in thgddrStates Armed Forces.

West Virginia is home to one of the highest periteaypeterans populations in the
nation.

G- 1: Funding
We support:

a) The continued pursuit of policies that ensurenbeessary funding of the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs and the West Vilgivieterans Administration
for the highest quality health care for the nasoreterans.

b) Guaranteed funding for veterans’ programs now artie future, making such
funding a mandatory, rather than a discretionanglget item to ensure viability
from year to year.

G- 2: Health Care

a) We believe that it is the responsibility of the téoi States and the State of
West Virginia to provide accessible, quality cemeservice members who
return home from military service on a daily basis

b) We support vigilance in ensuring that returninglsat will receive quality care,
not only for visible, physical wounds, but afso serious and debilitating mental
wounds inflicted during service, including P@saumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD).

G-3: Benefits

a) We believe it should be a priority to provide vetes with concurrent receipt,
ending the unjust prohibition against veteransérang both disability and
retirement benefits.

b) We recognize the need to reform the SurvivorseienPlan (SBP), which
allows personnel to pay a monthly premium to emshiat their spouses receive
an annuity in the event of their demise.

c) Veterans returning home, such as those from Irdgpdghanistan, must be
supported.

d) Education and job training initiatives, such asrhietls to Hardhats, should be
made available for veterans.



