“Antisemitism is a not a breakaway territory in the mainland of modernity; nor is
its illogical aberration. Whether we like it or not, but the unpleasant truth is that
antisemitism is a significant and inescapable part of modernity. By no means
were demonization of the Jews and the charge of maleficium for their supposed
collective participation in occult evil just a marginal trait in Christian Europe.
Incredible as it sounds, it was its substantial and essential feature which did not
contradict the greatest cultural and intellectual accomplishments of medieval
and Renaissance Europe. The same may be said about modern antisemitism
which was practiced in the most civilized European societies and sophisticated
scholarly circles. Antisemitism did not deny the modern project with its promises
of equality, pursuit of happiness, just society, and better life. Likewise, modernity
did not deny antisemitism until the Catastrophe of Humanity which we know as
the Holocaust.

Perhaps this is one of the reasons why Clemens Heni, in his profound and
painstaking study, aptly describes antisemitism as a specific, strange, awkward,
and paradoxical phenomenon, which departs from our modern sensibilities and
fails us as human beings, which leaves us devastated, disenchanted, yet which
stays... It is still there whatever we say and whatever we do. It changes its forms
over time, it walks in disguise as an honest and liberal criticism of Israel, it
masquerades as a perfectly legitimate and consistent fight for human rights, it
lends itself to philosophy and cultural studies, it misleads politicians, and it
misguides scholars, yet it does not disappear.

Why is it so? Clemens Heni'’s timely and important book will help us throw more
light on antisemitism - this specific phenomenon, as the author would have it.”

Prof. Dr. Leonidas Donskis, Department of Political Science, Vytautas
Magnus University, Kaunas, Lithuania; Member of European
Parliament (MEP), ALDE (2009-2014)
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*“A thorough, objective and intelligent analysis of the principal form taken by con-
temporary anti-Semitism.”*
Dr. Anthony Julius, London

“A fascinating research, an important book, an alarming perspective.”
Dr. Simon Epstein, Jerusalem

“This is an important book, published in a crucial time.”
Prof. Dr. Yoav Gelber, Haifa

“Clemens Heni's Antisemitism: A Specific Phenomenon is a masterful and very
sobering analysis of global anti-Semitism.”
Prof. Dr. Phyllis Chesler, New York City

*Heni fights a battle to restore integrity to academia and the left.”
Prof. Dr. Neil Kressel, Wayne (New Jersey)

“In Clemens Heni’s Anti-Semitism: A Specific Phenomenon we have a rare combi-
nation of courage and acumen, much needed in the study of this highly volatile
topic.”

Prof. Dr. David Patterson, Dallas

“This is a must read book.”
Prof. Dr. Sam Edelman, Chico (California)

Clemens Heni holds a PhD in political science from the Univer-
sity of Innsbruck, Austria (“summa cum laude,” 2006). In
2008/2009 he was a Post-Doctoral Associate at Yale Universi-
ty. He is the Director of the Berlin International Center for the
Study of Antisemitism (BICSA), founded in 2011.

This book analyzes the specifics of antisemitism and Jew-
hatred in the 21st century. It includes a groundbreaking assess-
ment of the political leanings of many prominent scholars in the
field.

Today's antisemitism extends far bevond right-wing circles and
can be found among liberals, leftists, anti-racist communities,
Islamists, and post-colonial scholars in the Western world.

sing English and German sources, the author demonstrates the need to oppose Holocaust
trivialization as well as other 'modern’ forms of antisemitism like anti-Zionism and the defa-
mation of the Jewish state of Israel.
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