
IRAQ WAR VET SCOTT OLSEN 
TO LONGSHOREMEN: 

PLEASE HONOR PICKET LINE

You do the work—THEY, the global maritime bosses, profit at your expense. Your 
safety and your jobs are always at stake. OUR LONGVIEW LONGSHORE BROTHERS 
AND SISTERS ARE UNDER THE GUN FOR ALL OF US! THAT’S WHY OCCUPY 
OAKLAND IS CALLING FOR A PORT SHUTDOWN DEC. 12.

The bosses have been getting away with it for far too long. We can beat them, but we have to work together—unions, 
rank and file workers and Occupy. I was on my second pump to Iraq when ILWU—when you—led by your Vietnam 
vets, shut down the West Coast ports on May Day 2008 to stop the war. The best support I could have asked for 
in Iraq was from you brothers and sisters who wanted us home, alive and well- sooner, not later. I spent two pumps 
in Iraq looking for our enemies. Only after coming back home did I discover our greatest enemy—that is the enemy 
we are fighting now. 

Please honor our Occupy picket lines. United we are stronger. As you say in your union, “AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN 
INJURY TO ALL.” The only ones who will tell you otherwise are those that want to continue profiting off your backs. 
You all work hard at a dangerous job. You deserve to see something out of that.

I plan on standing tall again on December 12, and I look forward to standing with our longshoremen. PLEASE 
DO THE LABOR MOVEMENT PROUD LIKE YOU’VE DONE BEFORE AND HONOR OUR COMMUNITY PICKET LINE.

Scott Olsen  12/7/11

For more info. Please visit these websites and email addresses:

www.occupyoakland.org	        occupyoaklandlaborsolidarity@gmail.com	        www.westcoastportshutdown.com 

www.veteransforpeace.org	        www.transportworkers.org    SWoods510@aol.com

*labor donated*
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