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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report reflects engagements with key
stakeholders complemented by a desk-top
documentary review, interpreting existing
conditions and issues important to
Grenada's contribution to the United
Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development (Rio+20).

As an initial step in the UNCSD process,
this reporting records a stock-taking
exercise on experiences, successes, chal-
lenges, risks and current perspectives of a
wide range of stakeholders, within the
public and private sector regarding
Sustainable Development, Green Economy
and Poverty Eradication. The process
involved focused engagements with key
persons from thematic areas related to
development with respect to: Agriculture,
Energy, Communications, Trade/Commerce,
Water, Land, Physical Development, Spatial
Planning Transportation, Biodiversity and
Ecosystems, Law/Constitution/ Adminis-
tration, together with newer specific ones
such as Tourism and Services such as
Health and Recreation. Some of these
engagements were through consultations
at work places, some by questionnaires,
while other information was gathered from
documented records that already existed.

During the stakeholder engagement
process, demonstrations of policy-based
programmes and initiatives, served as
means to interpret sustainable develop-
ment, green economy and poverty eradica-
tion with specific reference to livelihoods.

Opportunity was provided to show that the
ongoing UN initiated discussions on
Sustainable Development, Green Economy
and Poverty Eradication were negotiated
ones following upon the UNCED and
Agenda 21. Itwas also shown that there was

the expectation that by a process of elabora-
tion, redefinition and re-negotiation at the
upcoming Conference in June 2012,
opportunity would be provided for generat-
ing more effective delivery systems result-
ing in more appropriate economic, social
and environmental developments befitting
small Island Developing States (SIDS)
such as Grenada.

Within the stakeholder engagement
process, key issues related to (i) interpreta-
tion and application of the sustainable
development paradigm; (ii) questions
concerning green economy as a perspec-
tive on sustainable development; and (iii)
the link between sustainable develop-
ment/green economy and poverty eradica-
tion, through generation of livelihoods
opportunities.

The most powerful comments by stake-
holders related to concerns over interpreta-
tion of the Objectives and Themes of the
Conference and the relevance to goals and
aspirations of Agenda 21 and the Rio
Principles. Stakeholders cautioned that
green economy should be adaptive to the
small island - exposed economy and that
the emphasis should be on sustainable
development in the context of poverty
eradication. Moreover, there was a strong
desire that Grenada should interpret green
economy from the perspective of sustain-
able development priorities that were
adaptive to local practices, knowledge and
ecology.
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DRAFT NATIONAL REPORT

As an initial phase of the preparation process
for Grenada's participation in the R10 +20
Conference, this report is as much process as
product.

The current task was to conduct a stock-
taking exercise using interviews /question-
naires and consultations with a wide range of
national stakeholders. The purpose being to
examine and review documentation of
national strategies, action plans, policies,
capacity assessments and experiences with
regard to progress made by Grenada on
Sustainable Development, Green Economy
and Poverty Eradication as led through the
R10 +20 process. And in preparation for
R10+20 a national workshop consultation
was convened to provide a forum for various
stakeholders to consult and discuss focal
issues on sustainable development, green
economy and poverty eradication initiatives,
both those that were planned and those
ongoing, in the context of examples of suc-
cess/lessons learned, challenges and gaps,
emerging trends and recommendations for
future responses.

The two-day consultation exercise involving
national stakeholders
engagement on day #1 was followed by an
engagement with policy-makers on day #?2.
This provided opportunity for the group on
the first day to generate comments and then
for the group on the second day to review the
comments and discuss issues.

in an interactive

The Desk Review, National Consultation
Workshops and the National Report on the
Preparatory Process was made possible
through the financial and technical support of
the United Nations Department for Economic
and Social Affairs (UNDESA), the United
Nations Development Program (UNDP) and
the Government of Grenada.

The Workshop Process and Product

A two-day workshop involving senior public
sector personnel, civil society, private sector,
students, teachers, media, donor community
together with representatives of regional
institutions followed-on from engagements
with a range of similar stakeholder represen-
tatives at their workplaces, using interviews
questionnaires and consultations. The

workshop exercises were expected to exam-
ine the record of initiatives (ongoing and
planned) and to provide stakeholder interac-

tion, inputs, comments and suggestions
regarding the UNCSD process and
Grenada's participation in it. Essential
records of the workshop/consultation ses-
sions are annexed.

Synthesis/Assessment:
Stakeholder Community

Engagement with

Consultations were convened with the
purpose of enlightening the stakeholder
community on the UNCSD process and road
map; interpreting sustainable development
/green economy and poverty eradication in
the context of current and planned develop-
ment initiatives; and making recommenda-
tions. The following observations might be
made with respect to stakeholders' contribu-
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NGOs/CBOs acknowledge that
Government is currently more willing
and able to accord them relevance on the
relevantissues.

There was definite acknowledge-
ment/recognition by stakeholders that
there was recession in the local and
international economies and that
Grenada was very exposed.

There is evidence of a lack of sufficient
understanding of the role and function of
existing Government institutions and
delivery systems for current translation of
International Conventions and Protocols
into local law and local action plans and
for actual coordination and implementa-
tion of multilateral agreements.

There is need for fuller understanding of
the drivers and responders with respect to
how infrastructural developments are
selected and where they are geographi-
cally sited (tensions re land use and
absence of a policy)

There is the lingering perspective of
development as mostly economic rather
than, as well, social and environmental;
even as CBO/NGO’ are highly focused on
social development and livelihood issues
they seldom recognize social investments
and initiatives as social development.

There was a significant evidence of
understanding of green economy and its
transition as having costs and benefits
associated with it and that those benefits
might be demonstrated in livelihood
opportunities from the use of ecosystems
and biodiversity-based goods and ser-
vices.

There was also evidence of stakeholders'

and green economy and how these might
connect with poverty alleviation and
eradication; and how Government might
better make responses to multilateral
environmental agreements and other
International agreements such as the
MDGs

The need to create awareness within the
local Community (CBO/NGO) concern-
ing how International Conventions and
Protocols (MEA and other development-
based agreements) as soft law might be
translated into local law and policy-based
mandates and implemented through
Government institutions at Ministries or
through statutory bodies or projects as
joint (public/private) ventures.

The CBOs/NGOs, although showing
considerable acceptance of green econ-
omy, raised concerns and questions of
interpretation in the Grenada context.

10) There is the lingering recognition that

there is relatively limited indigenous
opportunity for green economy, technol-
ogy and innovation in the face of econo-
mies where market-driven imperatives
make SIDS disadvantaged and exposed.

11) Policy makers, sought to clarify the

relationship between sustainable devel-
opment, green economy on the one hand
and strategies and initiatives regarding
health, preventive medicine, poverty
eradication and subsistence livelihoods
from public resources, such as Forestry
and Fisheries. Policy makers also raised
questions concerning institutionalization
of the green agenda, comprehensive
education on the R10 + 20 process,
institutional arrangements and capacity
strengthening for implementation of
current and eminent initiatives and with
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DESK REVIEW FOR STOCK TAKING

A variety of published and unpublished
documents were reviewed as a stock taking
exercise to complement information gathered
from consultations and questionnaire-based
interviews on the subject of sustainable
development, green economy, poverty
eradication and institutional framework at
national, regional and international levels.

1. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
GREEN ECONOMY AND POVERTY
ERADICATION IN THE GRENADA
CONTEXT

The perspective on sustainable development

Even as development, seen as investments
through economic, social and environmental
initiatives and programmes, might have been
recognizable prior to Rio 1992, over time and
especially within the last decade, consensus
led by the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development (UNCSD2012 or
Rio+20) process has powerfully shaped both
interpretation and assessment of develop-
ment and policy-based strategies,
programmes and practices in the Grenada
context. As a small island developing state
having an open-end economy, Grenada is
constrained to always respond to external
drivers embodied in various elements of
sustainable development goals and objec-
tives. We illustrate existing conditions and
future prospects regarding sustainable
development as we enumerate economic,
social and environmental initiatives adopted,
existing enabling conditions (legal, institu-
tional and financial) and the political commit-
ment for sustainable development. We
recognize that, atthelocal level, and based on
perception, interpretation of sustainable
development is heavily environment-focused
and therefore a strong challenge to overcome.

Furthermore, with the newer interpretations ;;w%
of green economy coupling with poverty | ‘
=)

4

eradication, yet another strong challenge is
presented. At the same time however, the
green economy elaboration of sustainable
development provides opportunity for
operationalizing development in the
Grenada context as integrated development
that has economic, social and environmental
dimensions.

To this end, two integrated projects are cited
as positive examples:

(@) "Building a Green Economy to Induce
Poverty Eradication and Sustainable
Development: A Micro-Pilot Demonstration
in Carriacou, Grenada'.

The primary objective of this project is to
design an integrated strategy for the transfor-
mation of the traditional economy of a small
community in a Caribbean island of
Carriacou into a green economy. The activity
will result in the overall formulation of a

"green economy road map" for the transition
towards sustainable development that will
include four major building blocks:

(1) A water-energy-waste integrated
system,;

(2) An educational center of excellence
specifically designed for capacity
building in low-carbon technologies
and natural resource management;

(3) An eco-friendly tourism development
infrastructure; and

(4) A low-carbon transport system for the

community
[b] “Integrating Climate Change into
National Sustainable Development

Strategies and Plans in Latin America and the
Caribbean" . The focus of this projectison:

e Management of water resources in
Northern Grenada
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¢ Community-based coastal ecosystem
restoration

* Renewable energy sources for medi-
cal and community centres immedi-
ately after natural disasters

e Earlywarning systems of flooding and
droughts

1.1 Existing Conditions and Sustainable
Development

1.1.1 Economic Policies

The Government of Grenada has emphasized
an over-arching strategy of economic trans-
formation in response to inescapable external
and internal drivers impacting on the econ-
omy. The Grenadian economy has evolved in
recent decades from a high dependency on
agricultural production to a high dependency
on services. Within such an economic envi-
ronment, Grenada's sustainable development
policy over the last decade, has been articu-
lated chiefly through a set of Medium Term
Economic Strategy Papers (MTESP). The
MTESP of 1998-2000 and 2000-2002 selected
objectives such as: sustained and robust
economic growth, rehabilitation and
improved disaster preparedness, reduced
unemployment, improved access to health
care, human resource development, a mod-
ernized state machinery and improved
environmental management. These were
followed on by a MTESP (2003-2005) that
highlighted a diversified service-oriented
and knowledge-based economy, strengthen-
ing the operations of central Government and
poverty reduction and alleviation. The 2004 -
2009 period was characterized by a signifi-
cant reconstruction and rehabilitation in
response to two devastating hurricanes of
2004 and 2005. The period 2007 to the pres-
ent 2011 again describes an overall strategy

of economic transformation by designating Py

. . 4 2R
five transformational sectors: Health, ( ﬁ’“; ‘6;
)

Education and Wellness; Tourism and
Hospitality Services; Agro-business; Energy
Development and Information
Communication Technology (ICT). Following
on from an ongoing strategy for growth and
poverty reduction, Grenada was faced with
the impacts of the world food crises of
2007/2008 and the world economic recession
which began in 2008 and continues even
today, which have severely retarded the
economic growth and development potential.

Grenada as an open-end economy is consid-
ered especially exposed to contraction in
demand for export commodities and tourism
services and therefore face significant
unemployment and otherrelated challenges.

1.1.2 Social Policies

Grenada had to adopt direct short-term and
deliberate policies as response for addressing
the implications of fiscal imbalances, increas-
ing unemployment caused by the food crisis
(2007) and the world economic recession
(2008) and the necessity for special social
spending. There was a shift in emphasis from
certain planned investments toward initia-
tives that were geared to address social
contingencies related to health, employment,
education and adaptive training.

The 2008 Country Poverty Assessment (CPA)
showed 37.7% of the Grenada population
living below the poverty line and an esti-
mated 2.4% as indigent, or unable to afford
food that would yield the minimum daily
caloric intake for health and sustenance. The
CPA showed serious imbalances in income
distribution where the most affluent 10% of
the population accounting for 29.8% of
consumption whilst the poorest 10% account
for just over 2.9% of consumption. The
Government of Grenada sees access to
education and adaptive skills training as key
to overcoming the incidence of poverty within
the national economy.
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Growth through economic transformation
and poverty reduction/eradication having
been selected as an over-aching strategy, is
operationalised through programmes such as
Basic Trust Fund initiative; Grenada Rural
Enterprise Project (GREP) upgraded to a
Market Access and Rural Enterprise Project
(MAREP), National Food Security
Programme; Grenada Disaster Emergency
Management Project, National Infectious
Disease Programme and Preventative Health
among others. Many of these social projects
and programmes were implemented as in
collaboration with a variety of agencies,
departments and institutions contributing to
achieving Grenada's commitments to the
Millennium Development Goals working
collaboratively with international agencies
such as UNDP UNEP CIDA, IFAD, CDB,
World Bank and EU among others.

A number of special social initiatives were
strongly emphasized during the 2005-2009
period of reconstruction and rehabilitation in
response to hurricanes Ivan (2006) and Emily
(2007). Of special note were a number of
safety-net initiatives involving work opportu-
nity for the more vulnerable people (aged and
economically challenged), the United
Nations Human Settlement Program under
the UNHSTF which directly contributed to
restoration of livelihoods especially in rural
communities and the Food Security initia-
tives in response to the food crisis and hurri-
cane impacts were notable.

1.1.3 Environmental Policies

The Government demonstrated commit-
ments to environmental management and
conservation through policy initiatives such
as a Forest Policy and Action Plan (2000);
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (2000);
National Environmental Management
Strategy; National Communication on

Climate Change (2000); National Physical +
Development Plan (2003) among others.ig

Each of these policy documents were com-
missioned with the policy direction that they
were to be consultative in their planning state
and participatory in their implementation
and involving the widest array of vested
interests; education and awareness was
another criteria to be incorporated in all
cases.

2. LOCAL FOCAL AREA SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES

While policies and programmes were imple-
mented through existing institutions [as
mainstreamed initiatives] or as project-based
delivery systems, each key initiative demon-
strating the three focal dimensions or pillars
of Sustainable Development could be catego-
rized as either economic, social or environ-
mental depending on emphasis. Some of the
initiatives are policy-oriented with much
emphasis on economic and social invest-
ments. Environmental investments while
cross-cutting, would be recognizable in many
cases.

2.1 Achievements and Performance

2.1.1 Economic Initiatives as Economic
Investments

Within the last decade a number of
programmes and initiatives could be charac-
terized as economic developments, while
having social and environmental dimensions.

‘ > Distinctly economic initiatives include a
%”/ Tourism Master Plan initiated in 1996 and
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enhanced in 2011. Another is a strategy to
mainstream sustainable land management;
one of the outcomes expected was the adop-
tion of a Land Management Authority or
Agency that would rationalize operations for
efficient land management. In 2011
Government commissioned a study to
develop a Land and Marine Management
strategy seeking to make Land Management
more consistent and compatible with coastal/
marine management in the small island
context.

A First National Communication on Climate
Change as a framework for mainstreaming
responses to climate change in various
sectors, including housing and related
services, was undertaken. Elaboration of a
Draft Energy Policy (2002) is manifested in a
current policy for rational responsiveness to
short-term changes in the CIF prices for
petroleum fuel; imported fuel having so much
of a direct influence on the cost and delivery
of goods and services. A Low Carbon
Development Strategy 2010 to 2020 has as its
ultimate milestone, a minimum of 20%
renewable energy for electrification and
transportation.

A comprehensive Physical Planning
Development Control Act, PPDCA (2002) was
enhanced by the adoption of a Physical
Development Plan (2003) along with a
Building Code. Further enhancement to the
PPDCA Act 0f 2002 is planned in the form of a
Bill to create subsidiary legislation for
enhancement of control on physical eco-
nomic developments. A National Hazard
Mitigation Policy with a strong adaptation
focus was recently adopted. This policy was
further enabled by the Grenada component of
a Regional Vulnerability/Hazard Resilience
Response Initiative. A Fisheries-based
adaptation initiative was reinforced and
consolidated during the period. This involved

an intervention by the Fishery Authority to #

provide for alternative fishing opportunity for

a community of fishers targeting shelf fish for
to supply to an export market. The shelf stock
was depleting while the market share in the
export market was decreasing also. Fishers in
response were introduced to alternative gear
and method; oceanic long-line fishing
through skills training. Uptake of the alterna-
tive fishing opportunity was immediate and
as a result this new oceanic long-line fishing
community is now responsible for the bulk of
national higher value-added fish production.
This newly expanded long-line fishery is
shown to be productive and sustainable in
that, with the current scale of operations and
with its compliance with ICCAT standards, no
overexploitation of the stock or economic
waste is envisaged in the near future. Both
the level of production and biological indica-
tors of prudent species-stock exploitation is
being monitored and recorded.

A policy of public consultation and participa-
tory management is demonstrated by the
establishment of a number of standing
advisory committees with respect to climate
change, biodiversity, the economy, poverty
alleviation / eradication and the environment
among others. The consultative approach
appears to be institutionalized as shown by
the annual district and national consultations
in the budget process toward building the
public sector estimates of Revenue and
Expenditure.
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2.12 Social Initiatives As Social Investments

Within the last few years Government has
designated the portfolio of social services as
Social Development. The Government
Information Services not only promotes
outreach to the public on performance of
Government programmes but also provides a
forum for a variety of community vested
interests to outreach to their target audience.

Establishment and maintenance of a
Sustainable Development Council offers
unrestricted opportunity for the public to
discuss most of Governments key economic,
social and environmental initiatives at their
planning, implementation and evaluation
stages. A National Disaster Plan of 1985,
revised in 1995 and enhanced with signifi-
cant improvements since the passage of
Hurricanes Ivan (2004) and Emily (2005)
have among other applications emphasized
not only community-based disaster response
and readiness plans but also household and
commercial facilities plans. The National
Poverty Reduction Strategy initiated more
than a decade ago continues in an enhanced
form as a Poverty Eradication Strategy, is
operationalized and incorporates initiatives
such as the Basic Needs Trust Fund and a
National Food Security Program, social
components of a Grenada Emergency
Disaster Management Project in response to
the disastrous hurricanes of 2004/05 are
significant. Various initiatives at skills
training and job opportunity were imple-
mented within the last 10 years. Significant
emphasis was given to various Safety-net
programmes serving the purpose of provid-
ing cash incomes to vulnerable aged persons
on the one hand and work opportunity as
“pay-for-work” schemes for youth and
unemployed persons. A Water (distribution)
Expansion Program was implemented within
thelast 10 years with a high percentage of the

population now having access to potable +

water on a consistent basis.

2.1.3 Environmental Initiatives As
Investments In Conservation And
Management

A Forest policy and Action Plan developed
during the 1990s in a highly consultative
process was adopted by Government in 2000.
This action plan accommodates a manage-
ment plan for private forested areas and for
subsistence use of forest products on public
lands among other provisions. A Bio-diversity
Strategy and Action Plan (2000) followed by
an enabling activity initiative 2003-2006
sought to interpret and appreciate the
biodiversity as ecosystems assets to be
utilized and conserved.

A St. George's (OECS) Declaration on
environmental and other issues was adopted
in 2001. A National Waste Management
Strategy (2003) was operationalized mainly
in a Grenada Solid Waste Management
Authority that now reports a greater than 95%
waste collection coverage island-wide at both
community and individual resident's level.
The strategy contemplates the use of technol-
ogies to sort waste for collection and recycling
the future. A pledge was made to the
Convention on Biodiversity (CBD) Plan of
Action, to protect at least 25% of the
biodiversity by 2020 (The Caribbean

Initiative). Grenada was successful in phas-
ing out the consumption of Chloro-floro-
carbons (CFC) as refrigerants ahead of the

Montreal Protocol Schedule of 2010. A
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Government's Safety-net initiative as part of
the poverty reduction strategy, appears to
have the additional outcome of environmen-
tal enhancement.

2.1.4 Financial Enablings For Sustainable
Development

A set of fiscal incentive packages, adminis-
tered by the Grenada Industrial Development
Corporation is used as part of government's
strategy at animating commercial and
Industrial investments. As business promo-
tions unit through technical assistance and
small a small loans facility is another instru-
ment for boosting investments. A concessions
regime applied for a range of sector is an
ongoing program. Of special note were
initiatives regarding promotions with respect
to alternative energy e.g Solar Water Heaters.

2.1.5 Legal Enablings For Sustainable
Development

Enabling legislation for a number of provi-
sions to encourage private sector investment
exist. The Grenada Industrial Development
Corporation laws, and incentives regime
administer a number key legislation facilitat-
ing development. The Physical Planning
Development Control Act is significant for
structural and land development.

3. POLITICAL COMMITMENT FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

3.1 Ongoing and Planned Initiatives

The political commitment to Sustainable
Development, Green Economy and Poverty
Eradication could be objectively demon-
strated through the set of broad policies and
especially those initiatives and/or
programmes that show both institutional and
developmental activities over the years. The
following are a few examples with respect to

Under a process of Constitutional Reform,
provisions are being made for addressing
policy issues that reflect judicious use of
natural resources and guarantees every
citizen a clean, healthy environment, that is
based on ecological integrity (section 28).
Section 29 imposes a duty on every citizen to
protect, preserve and improve the environ-
ment. Another signal initiative was the
adoption of a National Physical Plan (2003),
enabled by a Physical Planning and
Development Control Act (2002); provisions
made for the use of the Environmental Impact
Assessments (EIA) as instruments of man-
agement. A Natural Parks and Protected
Areas Act (1990) accommodates CBD provi-
sions. In 2009 an initiative was made to
design a comprehensive Protected Areas
(systems) Plan to include Land and Marine
Protected areas and addressing most issues
provided for in MEA such as the CBD, FCCC,
Convention on Desertification/Drought etc.

A special mechanism in the form of an
Environmental Levy Act, 1997 provides for
guaranteed financial support for the Grenada
Solid Waste Management Program. Other
policy-based initiatives include the National
Environmental Policy and Management
Strategy, the Policy and Strategy on Energy,
the Forestry Policy and Action Plan (2000),
the Growth and Poverty Reduction Strategy
as well as support for initiatives maintained
throughout the period.

Legislative policy and institutional reviews
with the purpose of enhancing capacity to
implement sustainable development are
ongoing and being facilitated by agencies
such as OECS and CARICOM. Such reviews
are attempts to harmonize Grenada's
Environmental laws with those of the OECS,
CARICOM and beyond. Government's
response to the devastating hurricanes of
2004/05 with a National Emergency Disaster

both local and international initiatives and +#*&& Management Project was designed as having

programmes undertaken by Grenada.

)i

74
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social and environmental dimensions. The
leadership of Grenada in the Caribbean
Hazard Mitigation and Capacity-Building
Programme (CHAMP) is demonstrated with a
pilot project in-country. Enhancements to a
National Energy Policy, Protected areas,
water (distribution) enhancements reflecting
integrated management and with various
initiatives on climate change responses. The
government even repealed legislation which
threatened the conservation of the endemic
Grenada Dove, provided support for resource
managers to participate in regional and
international meetings and workshops and
provided support for environmental aware-
ness programmes.

Various actions introduced and found to be
successful in support of Sustainable
Development include: the establishment and
maintenance of the Sustainable
Development Council, the preparation of a
Sustainable Development Report to support
implementation of the Barbados Plan Of
Action (BPoA), establishment of a Sustainable
Land Management Unit to manage land
degradation issues in Grenada and a focus on
education and awareness programmes in
support of Sustainable Development, Green
Economy and Poverty Eradication. The
Ozone Unit of the Energy Division has been
able to lead in the process of phase-out of use
of CFCS ahead of the Montreal Protocol
schedule of 2011. Enhancing Grenada's
adaptive capacity to respond to climate
change is the overarching priority for the next
decade in terms of governance and capacity
building. Since climate change responses are
cross-cutting by nature and involving a
variety of sectors, there is need to highlight
key areas for action in the future that would
include: a regulatory framework, institu-
tional strengthening and capacity building,
technology transfer, public awareness and
enhancement of skills for facilitation of new

responses to changes in technology. Special 7

focus is needed for education and training for

P,

both technical resource persons and policy-
makers. This must include clear articulation
of how adaptable policy instruments must be
selected and applied in the small island
context. The risks identified with the task for
policy-makers relate to their understanding
of linkages that must be made between the
three pillars of sustainable development
when initiating any programmes or initia-
tives.

Where environmental issues are allowed to
define Sustainable Development, the percep-
tion remains that economic development is
often considered to be at odds with environ-
mental values, and social development is
often not considered as development.
Deliberate interpretation of sustainable
development as tripartite with sustainable as
adjective, could reduce the risks that stem
from the misunderstanding.

4. ADDRESSING GAPS AND OBSTACLES
IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
INITIATIVES.

Grenada is challenged to present a coherent
picture of progress with regard to indices of
economic, social and environmental develop-
ment over the period of review and would
rather explain the drivers and responses of
the current state of development.

One of the strongest determinants of develop-
ment in the Grenada Island context within
the period, is the heavy dependence on Direct
Foreign Investments; another is the signifi-
cant contraction in the agricultural economy
coupled with a compensating dependence on
Tourism and services to provide income. In
turn, the significant exposure of Tourism to
economic performance in the metropolitan
tourism markets now experiencing recession,
have seriously constrained planned develop-
ments in the local economy. Even though

’ ¥ local institutions might be resilient enough
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and show institutional continuance, the
current economic conditions provide strong
challenges for continuance of long-term
planned development.

Some specific areas of economic activity are
notable. There were a number of significant
planned projects dependent on foreign direct
investments which at the time of planning
and initiation, promised considerable expec-
tation of economic stimulus and with consid-
erable social acceptance. However with the
advent of the world economic recession of
2008 many of these projects stalled or con-
tracted. These externalities resulted in
serious gaps in economic and social perfor-
mance in terms of development.

Another gap identified for progress in sus-
tainable development relates to a failure, on
the local level to clarify the connection
between sustainable development, as devel-
opment on the one hand, and sustainable
development as integrated [economic, social
and environmental] development, on the
other hand. As a result, an unnecessary
tension exists between an environmentally
and socially focused community and an
economically focused community. Only a
dialogue that deliberately interprets sustain-
able development as development that is
economically, socially and environmentally
optimizing would overcome the gap in
understanding.

On the other hand, one of the financial
mechanisms — for example, the Global
Environmental Facility, which is established
to enable implementation of the Multilateral
Environmental Agreements (MEA) is heavily
constrained as a delivery system which may
need to be revisited since the conditions for
access to enabling resources are seen as
highly onerous and may require modifica-
tions. Yet another gap stems from the lack of

economy and poverty eradication and
relating to the perceptions on livelihoods. In
particular, how economic developments that
utilize ecosystems goods and services can
generate various categories of livelihood and
decent jobs, not only for the economically
challenged and those within the subsistence
economy but for all. More specific gaps in the
greening agenda would be identified with the
absence of a liquid waste management
system in Grenada. There appears to be a
weakness in the interpretation of monitoring
and evaluation of Sustainable Development,
Green Economy and Poverty Alleviation.
There is also a strong need to create a more
user-friendly reporting system for measuring
progress, a system that would generate a time
series of data on social, economic, environ-
mental and other indices and directly link
them with outcome indicators.

The obstacles to adequate reporting on
indices of progress have to do with the
absence of user-friendly and adaptive mea-
suring instruments that must need the
collaboration and cooperation of various key
sectors, whether public or private, as sectors
are not now geared to monitor for progress
and are focused as implementers of opera-
tions and tasks or for delivery of services.

The small size of the economy constrains the
application of strategic management
equipped with data collection, collation and
analysis in support of such management. As a
result insufficient priory is given to strategic
management support systems that could
enhance sustainable development, green
economy and poverty eradication.

5. NEW AND EMERGING
CHALLENGES AND SUCCESSES

5.1 Main-streaming and interpreting the
newer theme of Green Economy and Poverty

consensus on local interpretation and .3% Eradication versus the traditional theme of

response to sustainable development, green | ’

Sustainable Development and Poverty
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Alleviation, with policy makers needing to
make institutional adaptations for facilitating
integrated economic, social and environmen-
tal development.

(Institutional Framework and Sustainable
Development Green Economy and Poverty
Alleviation)

5.2 Localizing the United Nation
Environmental Programmes (UNEP) Green
Economy Initiative (GEI) (2008) that has both
process (transitioning) and product (material
consequences) implications. The challenge
being to interpret green economy as sustain-
able economic, social and environmental
development on the one hand and to link
sustainable development to poverty allevia-
tion and eradication on the other. (The green
economy and sustainable development)

5.3 The challenge of determining and demon-
strating the processing costs and benefits of
the greening of the local economy, while
relating to various key vested interest within
the local economy. (Institutional Framework
and Sustainable Development)

5.4 The challenge of adopting applications of
the heavy-duty locally adaptive green
technologies that might be initially less
expensive versus adoption of applications of
cutting-edge economically developed green
technologies, in the context of the small
island developing state. (Green technologies
and Clean and Efficient Technology)

5.5 The challenge of incentivizing and
accommodating the utilization of ecosystem
and biodiversity-based goods and services for
generating a variety of livelihood opportuni-
ties. Examples of local ecosystem goods
being: mangrove-fringed, sea weather
protected bays closely adjoining deep chan-
nels among sand and fringing reefs; such
mangrove bays providing ideal conditions for

generating services such as anchorage for [ &

yacht, berthing and mooring (on the seaside)

and adjoining living accommodation and
ship repairs/refilling facilities etc (on the land
side), as well as marine life habitats for
example. Job or livelihoods opportunity from
such investments are of several categories,
from manual workers to highly specialized
workers. (Green technologies and poverty
eradication.)

5.6 The challenge of implementing institu-
tional adjustment that seek to improve
efficiency and revenues and with respect to
the administration of issues such as land use
and land tenure driven locally by change-of-
use of land and sea spaces. An example of
locally-driven change-of-use of land include
agricultural land-use converted to commer-
cial use and coastal leases of land for berthing
and with moorings at the near-shore spaces.
The eminent Land Development
Authority/Agency that could coalesce the
services of various land management service
units of government into one integrated unit,
is an example. (Sustainable development and
institutional arrangements)

5.7 The challenges of managing outflows of
scarce financial resources to purchase green
cutting-edge technologies and allied services
and putting a new tariff regime in place due to
potential or existing globalization. Outflows
if they are cost effective in reducing life cycle
cost, still result in competition for scarce
capital resources. On the other hand, being
constrained in the management of inflows of
"expensive" green cutting-edge technologies
and services, caused by lack of local restric-
tions due to globalization. (Green Economy
as Clean and Efficient Technology

5.8 The difficulty to more fully implement a
regime for outing of free-entry / open-access
to marine stocks, habitat and sea-zone and at
sea and forest protected areas on land.
Expansion of a marine protected area net-

. work is ongoing while a forestry policy and
’ action plan enables for restrictions on the

utilization of forest and wild life. A framework
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for a forestry and fisheries protected area is
prepared and documented. Implementation
of a further outing of the free-entry and open-
access required for land and marine, is
constrained by the significant dependence by
segments of the population on subsistence
livelihoods. (Sustainable Development,
Green Economy and Poverty Eradication)

5.9 The future challenges for agriculture
relating to a greater dependence on hybrids
for seasonal replenishment of seed stock and
with a loss of un-hybridized seed stock
having special resilience that hybrids might
not possess. (Sustainable Development,
Green Economy and Environmental Non-
Degradation.)

5.10. The challenge to Food Security for
Grenada when local food production is
decreasing, food preferences with respect to
imported products increasing the cost of food
and with decreasing capacity of the local
economy to generate finance to pay for
increasing imported food .

(Sustainable Development and Ecosystem
and Biodiversity-based Goods and Services)

5.11. The challenges posed by the high cost of
responding the threat of and actual occur-
rences to natural disasters affecting small
island states such as Grenada. (Sustainable
Development and Ecologically-Friendly
Construction, Retrofitting for Adaptation and
Mitigation.)

5.12. The limited capacity of the energy
deficient small island state to manage exter-
nally generated shocks due to volatility in
energy forces even as the OECS recently
agreed on a harmonized policy in response to
import of fossil fuel. (Sustainable
Development, Green Economy and Clean
and Efficient Technology)

S {

§

5.13. In the context of the small island devel-
oping state with limited opportunity for
economy of scale for waste material recy-
cling, the challenges of making use of never
technologies such as sorting waste disposal
site to one geographical space, and recycling
applications. In the case of Grenada, the
expansion of the national solid waste
dumpsite unto an area designated as one of
the national bird sanctuaries is another
challenge with opportunity cost implications.
(Sustainable Development, Conservation of
the Biodiversity, Ecosystems and
Biodiversity-Based Product and Services and
Green Economy)

5.14 . The challenge of taking responsibility
for the shared management of the ocean zone
with respect to fisheries stocks, habitat and
sea-space, for example, acceding to the
Straddling Stocks Convention and protocols
such as the Code of Conduct for responsible
fishing. (Sustainable Development and
Ecosystem and Biodiversity-Based Goods
and Services)

5.15. The challenge of designing public-
private sector joint ventures and investments
for utilization of ecosystems and biodiversity-
based goods and services, e.g. Geo-thermal
and wind energy. The Government's conces-
sion of private sector monopoly prospecting
for production and/or distribution of energy
as compensation for investment made by the
private sector for renewable energy options.
A Partnership arrangements in the imple-
mentation of a programme of work under the
CBD and consistent With The Caribbean
Challenge. (Green Economy, Sustainable
Development, Clean and Efficient
Technology, Renewable Energy and
Ecosystem and Biodiversity-Based Goods
and Services)
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6. RESPONSES TO NEW AND
EMERGING CHALLENGES.

There have been some notable but modest
successes shown while responding to the
challenges of meeting the goals and objec-
tives of Sustainable Development, Green
Economy and Poverty Eradication.

Successes are identified with:

1. Anagriculture programme that generates
honey income for persons while main-
taining and enhancing the populations of
honey-bees that pollinate a variety of
economic and subsistence crops.

2. Anorganic farminginitiative, 2011.

3. A legal and institutional framework for
infrastructural and land development in
the Physical Plan and Physical Planning
and Development Control Act.

4. Explorations in tools for Land and Marine
Management in the form of contingency
valuation methods.

5. The use of De-bushing of Roadsides and
Agricultural Lands as a work opportunity
for the economically challenged persons
but also serving as an instrument to create
an eco-friendly environment.

6. A modern roadside drainage system
adopted for the newer roadways being
built.

7. Public-Private Sectors ventures in
applications of green technologies and
clean and efficient sources of energy.

8. The systematic Waste Disposal System
based on competitive Private Sector
Contractors.

=

7. GREEN ECONOMY IN THE CONTEXT
OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
AND POVERTY ERADICATION.

There is need for much more engagements
among stakeholders at all levels and across
all sectors on the sustainable development
paradigm and the objectives and themes of
the Conference.

The UNCSD newsletter in reporting on the
proposals and concerns of the Stakeholders
Forum (18 October, 2011) identifies 15
principles going forward in the future.

Local in-country consultations indicate that
there is the need to elaborate sustainable
development and interpretits goals, purposes
and agenda as a perspective on sustainable
development wi9th a view to establishing
linkage between Sustainable Development
and Poverty Eradication.

The consultations with stakeholders clearly
manifested strong concerns about the appli-
cation of green economy as a perspective on
sustainable development. Stakeholders
wished to interpret green economy from the
SIDS context where economies are open-
ended and exposed to developed economies.
There is the acknowledgement that green
economy is not adequately defined. While
there was wide acceptance of the principles
and guidelines outlined at the Stakeholders
Forum (20th October 2011) stakeholders
expressed the need for greater national
debate and the call for national consider-
ations to be fed into the process by the
national representatives at the UNCSD,
2012.

Five focal areas of green economy are cur-
rently considered for purposes of this Report:

(1) Clean and efficienttechnology
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(2) Renewable Energy

(3) Ecospecies and Biodiversity-based
products and services

(4) Chemical and Waste Management

(5) Eco-friendly buildings through
mitigation and adaptation initiatives

Stakeholders identification of successes in
sustainable development initiatives demon-
strate that green economy is not altogether a
new perspective but could have wuseful
applications locally. The call for recognition
of the local applications and resources to
scale up in the future was noted. The interpre-
tation of green economy as utilization and
management of eco-systems and biodiversity
based foods and services was useful since
some stakeholders were able to connect
satisfaction of human livelihood needs with
the natural resource base.

Stakeholders acknowledge the limitations
that SIDS would have in applying green
economy because of exposure to developed
countries' applications of technology but also
recognized the abundant resource endow-
ments of Grenada.

Grenada's Green Economy, Recommen-
dations for Up-Scaling - Rio+20, June 2012
and beyond

Grenada is determined to enhance, improve
and consolidate existing initiatives, strate-
gies and plans which integrate the three
pillars of sustainable development and which
will eventually lead to poverty eradication
within the context of the Grenadian reality.

Grenada's resource endowment will deter-
mine the specific strategies of Grenada green
economy. Grenada's varied landscapes and
natural sites, mountainous terrain with crater
lakes, waterfalls, beaches, the extremely -
ridged and rough coastlines, endemic
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biodiversity, rich flora and fauna, medicinal
herbs and spices, rich cultural heritage,
strong community ties and outstanding
historic architecture, are but a few of the
treasures which Grenada will build upon in
pursuing a Green Economy to eradicate
poverty and join the global campaign for
sustainable development.

Grenada's Health Tourism potential is
enormous. Grenada is known as the "Isle of
Spice" and is heavily dependent on Tourism
which contributes significantly to national
revenues. Through the ‘“green economy”
Grenada is proposing to augment the current
tourism product with "health-tourism"”
drawing on the natural resource endowment,
thereby generating increased earnings from
tourism to satisfy the current unsustainable
societal demands placed on the national
treasury.

Some identified Gaps which pose immense
challenge and which Grenada will hope to
address under the new financing arrange-
ments derived from the Rio+20 negotiations
willinclude:

Policy development: The green
economy requires phasing out of
harmful subsidies, reforming policies
and incentives, strengthening market
infrastructure, introducing new
market-based mechanisms, redirect-
ing public investment, zoning and
land use/ land tenure policies; as well
as greening public procurement.

Private sector development: respond-
ing to these policy reforms and
incentives through increased financ-
ing and investment, as well as build-
ing skills and innovation capacities to
take advantage of opportunities
arising from a green economy:
Research and Product Development —
especially of indigenous Herbs and
Spices
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Support for exploitation of all renew-
able energy sources

Enhancements to the Tourism prod-
uct: Transitioning from over burdened
coastal development to Ecotourism
thus lessening pressures on coastal
ecosystems such as the near-shore
and coral reefs. Pursuing alternate
forms of Tourism such as community,
health, geo, heritage and agri-
tourism.

Agricultural Food Production and
Food Security campaigns /programmes
: Alternative approaches : Climate-
smart agriculture :Aquaponics,
hydroponics, sustainable fisheries,
agro-forestry, green house produc-
tion, composting, sustainable irriga-
tion methods e.g. rain water harvest-
ingetc.

Institutional Support to Civil Society
Organisations for Community
Livelihoods Programmes: Entrepre-
neurial programmes in communities;
Community Mapping and
Documentation; Revival and
strengthening of cultural practices
and local knowledge: - e.g. the
'Maroon traditions' of community
shared labour; “sou-sou” system of
pooling resources and local savings ;
communal agriculture ; community
self help and volunteerism; Skills
Training/ Demonstration/Pilot
Projects in communities ; Exchange
Programmes and Ecotourism which
involves communities and promotes
minimal impacts to ecosystems.

Biodiversity conservation and resto-
ration - mangroves and other endan-
gered species

Integrated Water and Coastal ’L

Resource Management

Public Awareness Campaigns: to
address sustainable production and
consumption patterns for all aspects
of society is imperative- for decision-
makers to learn how to screen projects
based on their impacts on the envi-
ronment; school children and youth to
ensure the message is being carried to
the next generation, building capac-
ity for the future, and for NGOs and
CBOs - important partners in gover-
nance reform.

8. INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
(NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL)

8.1 National Institutions:

In the Grenada context the public sector
administers governance for economic, social
and environmental management and devel-
opment through ministries, each with a
package of portfolios led by a Minister of the
Government mandated through the Cabinet.
Each of the sectors highlighted with respect
to their relevance to Sustainable
Development, Green Economy And Poverty
Eradication falls into a ministerial mandate
and administered by a delivery system, that is
law-based. The private sector investment and
development is also controlled by relevant
competent (legal) authorities, mainly agen-
cieswithin the Ministry of Finance, Planning,
Energy and Economy. Hence the Ministry of
Finance maintains responsibility for the
sustainable development portfolio. Line
ministries and agencies administer sustain-
able development initiatives and
programmes with enabling support from the
Ministry of Finance coupled with enabling
legislation.

The Cabinet Government would also man-
date special committees and Boards of
Management based on competence. There is

i therefore a net-working system that should
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enable Sustainable Development. Even as
ministerial portfolios may be shuffled among
ministers of government, when such portfo-
lios are moved, the institutional support and
legal mandates move in similar fashion.
Admittedly some shifts in portfolio, in cases,
create limitations on sustainability of specific
initiatives and programmes planned or
ongoing.

8.2 International Institutions

The specialized agencies of the United
Nations System along with all other
International Agencies, Programmes and
Funds, serve as enabling mechanisms for
delivery of technical, social, economic and
environmental support for national imple-
mentation of agreed commitments and goals.

9. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE
UNCSD PROCESS

9.1 Political Commitment

The Government needs to accord greater
importance to generating objective indices of
progress for Sustainable Development within
the existing strategic management frame-
work led by the Ministry of Finance. A user-
friendly system with links to key line minis-
triesisrecommended.

9.2 Addressing Gaps And Obstacles

Facilitate an understanding within the local
community regarding interpretation of
Sustainable Development, Green Economy
and the link with Poverty Eradication. This
lack of sufficient interpretation is recognized
across all sectors and strata: policy-makers,
private sector, technical persons, civil society,
leads to unnecessary tensions among the
parties promoting economic development on
the one hand, and parties with strong envi-
ronmental preservation values, or those

unable to appreciate social services as a form %E"‘f@‘g
of development, on the other. The new debate | Q

on Green Economy in the context of Poverty
Eradication and Institutional Framework for
Sustainable Development could add to the
tension, if the Green Economy is not elabo-
rated appropriately.

9.3 New and Emerging Challenges and
Successes.

Emerging trends coupled with token suc-
cesses expected by SIDS could have mixed
outcomes in terms of gains and losses as
noted by stakeholders locally and by the
stakeholders forum. (2011) ;they recommend
that our negotiators representing Grenada's
interests must be aware of the serious impli-
cations that the green economy perspective
could have for SIDS with their exposure to
technologies and energy. On the other hand
negotiators must be aware of favorable
outcomes possible for SIDS with the green
economy perspective, seeing that there is a
trend of growing appreciation for utilization
and conservation of ecosystems and
biodiversity-based goods and services.

9.4 Green Economy, Sustainable
Development and Poverty Eradication.

Negotiators for SIDS must consider the
perspective of green economy as opportunity
to attract assistance in development of eco-
systems assets in the context of sustainable
development and to advertize such assets as
vehicle for generation of livelihoods for local
people.

9.5 Institutional Arrangements

The SIDS must seek to adapt their adminis-
trations so as to be better able to make use of
facilities such as GEF and other financial
facilities. They must create a culture of
learning in the public service s so that they
may adapt to newer technologies and adap-
tive delivery systems that are less bureau-

% % cratic.
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ANNEX 1

National Consultation on "Green Economy in
Context of Poverty Eradication and
Institutional Framework for Sustainable
Development” held at the National Stadium
October 20"and 21",2011

Day 1:

The Consultation began at approximately
9.38 a.m.

1.0 Participation:

Over thirty (30) persons attended day
one of the Consultation which
included representatives from
Government ministries and depart-
ments, private sector entities, com-
munity based organizations (CBOs),
non-governmental organizations
(NGOS), media, donor community
and academia institutions. A copy of
thelist of participantsis attached.

tion, "Friends of the Earth".
4.0 RIO + 20 Process —Road Map:

2.0 Invocation:

Prayer was led by Mr. Kuoy King of
the Presentation Brothers College
(PBCQ).

3.0 Welcome and Brief Remarks, Mr. in Brazil. (Annex 2)

Mervin Haynes:

Mr. Mervin Haynes, Director,
Department of Economic and
Technical Cooperation, Ministry of
Finance welcomed all participants to
the Consultation. Special welcome
was extended to Mr. Terrence Craig,
OAS Representative in Grenada; Mr.
Cosmos Joseph, Representative from
IICA, Mr. James Finlay, Consultant
and members of academia organiza-
tions. He informed participants that
the consultation is a key milestone in
the preparatory process for the global

Consultant:

presentation.
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The Consultation he stated, affords
participants an opportunity to express
their ideas and concerns on the
emerging green economy debate
which is being used as a pathway to
sustainable development and poverty
reduction. The Consultation he
explained, also underscores the
importance of partnership, network-
ing and coherence in the process
leading up to the global conference.

Mrs. Faye Thompson joined with
participants to recognize Mr. Joseph
Antoine, Ministry of the Environ-
ment, for his contribution over the
years in the area of sustainable
development through his organiza-

Mrs. Faye Thompson, Rio + 20 Focal
Point and UNDP Programme
Coordinator gave the background on
the Rio process and the roadmap
towards the Rio Conference to be held

5.0 Presentation by Mr. James Finlay,

Mr. James Finlay, Consultant gave a
report on the stock taking mission and
desk reviews. Attached is a copy of the

Questions, Comments, Suggestions:

The following questions, comments
and suggestion emanated from the
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¢ Environmental pollution was seen
as amajor concern

* Economic Viability — concern
about the leasing of the Lagoon
area

e The roadside debushing
programme seen also as an eco-
friendly initiative

e Lessons of adaptation by
Fishermen from Petite Martinique
teach us about response to
depleted resources

e The role as Technicians in the
process of Sustainable
Development

* Government's role in the
Sustainable Development process

* Grenada's representation at the
Rio Meeting - (inclusion of
NGOs/CBOs)

Group Work:

Participants were divided into three
(3) groups. The following are the
results /plenary discussion by the
various groups:

Group 1: Green Economy: (Success
stories; Challenges / Gaps; Emerging
Trends; Concrete Recommendations
for Rio + 20):

Questions, Comments, Suggestions
and Recommendations:

Group 2: Sustainable Development &
Poverty Eradication: (Success stories;
Challenges / Gaps; Emerging Trends;
Concrete Recommendations for Rio +
20):

/ Gaps; Emerging Trends; Concrete
Recommendations for Rio + 20):

The following reflects the sum of issues raised
in groups as well as plenary discussions:

e Establishment and operation of a
local Chocolate Factory providing
market for local agricultural
production i.e., cocoa; providing
local value-added stimulating
livelihood opportunity and
localizing a cocoa economy.

¢ Prison Education/Rehabilitation
Programme - Human Resource
Development

National School Books
Programme.

* Benefits from the operations of
Fishermen's Co-operatives.

¢ Conclusion of the Poverty
Assessment Reports.

¢ Increasing relevance and contri-
butions to development initiatives
by NGO®and CBO".

¢ Support for Farmers and co-
operatives.

* Theuseof organic fertilizers

* Demonstrations by case studies of
hotels, adopting deliberate envi-
ronmental protection programmes
on their properties.

¢ There is a need for update on
funding and funding availability
on Government websites: There is
a disconnect between the commu-
nity and information on possible
funding sources
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Group 3: Institutional Arrangements: T &Yy e There should be cataloging of
Nationally, Regionally & Interna- * @“// upcoming initiatives supported
tionally: (Success stories; Challenges by Donors
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Concern was raised with regard to
health issues related to recycling
of plastics

The need for shredding, compact-
ing and crushing machinery
which will assist in waste reduc-
tion

The need to look at the health
effect as it relates to burning of
bush and how it affects members
of the community with respiratory
illnesses

National Energy Policy — encour-
aged the undertaking of projects
such as Wind energy in Carriacou
and geothermal energy initiatives
in Grenada reducing energy costs

Vat exemption on the importation
of energy efficient appliances and
materials

The use of traditional practices by
farmers

Incentives to households that
produce renewable energy; sell
excess to Grenlec

Institutional Arrangements:

Sustainable Development
Council - a success story coming
out of the Rio process, should be
made more useful in vetting
environmental development
plans

Indigenization of the Green
Economy

Suggested adopting a way of
translating ideas into economics,
e.g. the creation of jobs and
livelihoods

Recommended that the agree- |

ments coming out of Rio + 20

)

.
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discussions should not focus on
enabling reports but investments
forthe national good

CARICOM based initiative for
reduction of plastics and recycled
products

Grenada's international leader-
ship in sustainable development
conferences should be translated
to similar successes at home

The importance of public and
institutional education on main-
taining a green economy

National Environmental
Management (NEMS) Policy

MDG National committee for the
localization of the targets and
indicators — Millennium accelera-
tion plan that integrates all
sectors

Ratification of some of the inter-
national conventions

National Energy Policy -
approved by Cabinet

Challenges/Gaps:

Salaries and food prices
High cost of energy

Limited capacity to adequately
address sustainable development
needs

Larger allocation of stimulus
funds for green initiatives

Link the green economy to the
various multilateral agreement
signed by Government

Indigenization of the Green
Economy

GRENADA NATIONAL PREPARATORY PROCESS
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Use of waste products in the
production of new materials

Lack of available financial
resources for sustainable enter-
prise

National policies to facilitate
Sustainable Development

Whether or not the country is
prepared and ready to undertake
the social, economic and political
implications of a green economy

High cost of Sustainable
Development initiatives such as
environmentally friendly prod-
ucts and services

The high cost of doing economic
assessments or feasibility studies
when considering sustainable
development projects

Getting stakeholder buy-in for
Sustainable Development initia-
tives

Consideration should be given to
biodiversity as a link .to sustain-
able development

Male insecurities need to be
addressed (conflict management/
life style skills)

Socio economic problems of men
and boys should be addressed

Emphasis on education and
training for women and youth

Sustainable Development Policy
(Government)

The need for a Land Use and land

greater local food production and
consumption

Greater emphasis on community
tourism that enables community
participation and ownership

There should be greater emphasis
on the community empowerment

The need for specific medium for
implementation of policies to
identify, quantify and research
local assets forlivelihoods

There is a need for asset mapping
oflocal resources

Infrastructural development
should be look at in terms of
relocating from the coastline

Concrete Recommendations:

The need for appropriate repre-
sentation atinternational forum

The need to look at the numerous
agreements and protocols with
different reporting formats,
deadlines and requirements in
the preparation of reports on
diverse MEAs

There is a need for a central
functional unit for coordinating or
sharing information which will
guide the policy makers

The need for cooperation among
agencies and ministries; utilizing
available information and brief-
ing to all concerned parties with
overlapping responsibilities
across ministries and depart-
ments of Government

The need for functional MEAs

tenure Policy )
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e The need to reduce foreign “J )
exchange leakage and have

-

Get Sustainable Development /
Green Economy on the Agenda of
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CARICOM to adequately address
issues which can have diverse
effects on regional Sustainable
Development

Implement more software systems
within institutions which will
reduce the excessive use of paper

Better recycling approach and
proper disposal of old computers —
Waste Management

There is a need for easy access to/
shared information among
Ministries and Agencies

The need to develop dynamic
methods for information sharing
and collaboration of efforts to de-
personalize information

No policy in place with regard to
information sharing and the need
for standards to be set with respect
to information sharing/data
accessing; Government has a
responsibility to keep the citi-
zenry informed

The need for Public Service
Reform; fragmentation and
hoarding information is a deter-
rent to greater efficiency.

The need for a good communica-
tion strategy including a website
that follows the Rio process

Local Consultants to be more
readily utilized

The need for buy-in of
Department Heads for greater
coherence

There is a need for a new mind set
that will make things work
(attitudinal changes)

S {

§

e Removal of the monopoly on
Energy production

* Curriculum review for Primary
and Secondary Schools to include
components of Green Economy
and Sustainable Development

e The need to establish Technical
Training institutions to prepare
nationals to adapt to sustainable
development

¢ The need to organize more
Science Fairs to encour-
age/motivate students to pursue
Alternative Energy creation
projects

¢ Resources to be made available to
academia for Research and
Development on Green Economy
technology

e Policy to mandate/encourage
electronic data storage

¢ Develop a functional approach to
integrate the various protocols
and conventions at different
ministries thereby reducing
fragmentation and duplication of
efforts forenhanced efficiency

* Creation of a Sustainable
Development Policy and
Legislative Framework regarding
Green Economy

* Need for Capacity Building and
Institutional Strengthening as
transition to a greener economy

The Way Forward / Next Step:

The way forwarded was highlighted
by Mrs. Faye Thompson, Rio Focal
Point / UNDP Programme
Coordinator. (See Annex 2)
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The Consultation ended at approxi-
mately 4.02 p.m.

Day 2: Session with Ministers, Permanent
Secretaries and Heads of Department

1.0 Participation:

Approximately Fifteen (15) persons
attended the Consultation which
constituted the Minister for Health,
Permanent Secretaries and Heads of
Departments.

2.0 Invocation:

Prayer was led by Ms. Yolande
Newton of the Department of
Economic and Technical
Cooperation, Ministry of Finance.

3.0 Rio + 20 Process —Road Map:

The Rio + 20 process was highlighted
by Mrs. Faye Thompson, Rio + 20
Focal Point / UNDP Programme
Coordinator.

4.0 Report on Stocktaking Mission and
Desk Review, Mr. James Finlay,
Consultant:

Mr. James Finlay, Consultant pre-
sented the Draft Report on the
Stocktaking and Desk Review which
would contribute to Grenada's
National Report on the Rio+20
compilation Document.

5.0 Questions, Comments, Recommen-
dations:

There was very lively discussion and
recommendations following presen-
tation:

The Minister for Health made a
special plea and highlighted the issue
of Preventative Health Care as a main

focus of the Green Economy. She *

9

#

¥

championed the need for Research on
the various Herbs and Spices which
grow in abundance in Grenada.
Special mention was made of
Grenadian, Dr. Guido Marcelle, Bio-
chemist and former employee of the
Produce Chemist Laboratory whose
wealth of knowledge and expertise
can be of service in this regard.
Industry and Commerce supported by
Research into the local Herbs and
Spices being an integral element of
Grenada's Green Economy. A Policy
on Greening our Economy for
Sustainable Development while
strengthening the Institutional
Frameworks will benefit all sectors of
the society and positively contribute
to Poverty Eradication. The Minister
also lamented the need for greater
integration and coherence among the
various Ministries and sectors,
working towards the Sustainable
Development of Grenada. She also
noted the need for a more balanced
approach in treating with the social
dimension of Sustainable
Development.

¢ The meeting noted that men
and fathers are "missing-in-
action”

¢ Exportation of plastics as part
of a regional project was
recommended

e Incentivizing the sorting of
garbage among householders

e Concern was raised with
respect to the importation of a
large quantity of plastic

e Concern was expressed that
the large importers and sellers
of pesticides in Grenada,
though invited to the
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Consultation but did not
attend. The meeting recom-
mended that an approach
through the multi-national
suppliers may result in local
sellers/companies being more
inclined to participate

Participants called for greater
involvement of stakeholders
in Rio process and for ade-
quate/effective representation
atthe Rio Conferenceitself

With regard to the use of
electronic - information
communication technology to
reduce the use of paper, it was
noted that careful attention
should be paid to the issue of
the disposal of computers
being mindful to the potential
hazards

Participants noted that one of
the responses to low self-
esteem by men and boys was
through violence. Example
was given of the Boys Scout
Movement, where boys are
moving out while the girls are
moving into the organization

Concern about recycling and
the potential adverse effects
on human health.

Participants recognized that
an element of comprehensive
education campaign was
missing from the Rio + 20
process

Need for Policies that help to
create a culture of greening

Climate Change response sz
should be in incorporated in ( £

all aspects of national devel-
opment thereby creating more
sustainable projectideas

* The need to enforce existing
legislation

e The need for greater educa-
tion and awareness.

* The need to develop a frame-
work that goes beyond mere
economics. Sustainable
developmentimpacts society -
human health being a notable
example

e The need to escalate the
debate to a regional level.
Countries should be going to
Rio with OECS and/or
CARICOM positions

e Greater involvement of all
actors in the development
process

. The issue of decent jobs
especially for SIDS to be
paramount

e The need for greater network-
ing among all stakeholders.

e Implementation, monitoring
and evaluation of projects to
be encouraged and enforced

The Way Forward:

Mrs. Faye Thompson gave a synopsis
of the way forward which includes the
preparation of the National Report to
be submitted within the November 1*
2011 deadline.

The Consultation ended at approxi-
mately 12.15 pm
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ANNEX 2

EXCERPTS OF INFORMATION ON
RIO+20 by Mrs. Faye Thompson — Rio+20
Focal Point

UN GA decision (64/236) agreed that a
Conference on Sustainable Development be
held.

The Objectives : 1)To secure renewed politi-
cal commitment to sustainable development;
2) To review progress and assess the gaps in
implementation of the agreed commitments;
3) Address new and emerging challenges.

Themes: Green Economy in the context of
Poverty Eradication; and Institutional
Framework for Sustainable Development.

The Rio Process & Roadmap: Understanding
that it takes more than Governments to
achieve Sustainable Development, the UN
System is collaborating with Member States,
Major Group and stakeholder communities to
partner in the process of shaping the Agenda
for UNCSD2012.

The UN CSD is a high-level stocktaking
exercise being held in 2012 to review imple-
mentation of previous Sustainable
Development agreements — Agenda 21, Rio
Principles, Mauritius Strategy and the
landmark Rio Conventions UNFCCC,
UNCBD and UNCCD to which Grenada is a
signatory. It is also a forum for presenting on
the world stage, Grenada's Sustainable
Development initiatives. The expectation is
that through the UNCSD, Grenada will be
afforded an opportunity to upgrade our key
sectors and industries- water, tourism,
agriculture to name a few by opting for a
"greener economy " —Grenada style.

The Rio+20 is significant in that space is
provided for member states to better align
their development goals, build capacity and
access funding and technical expertise for
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Sustainable Development investments
leading to poverty eradication. The Rio
Process requires all stakeholders to actively
contribute to the discussion on the
Sustainable Development objectives and
themes. High-level symposia, Preparatory
Committee meetings and Informal
Negotiations are arranged by the Bureau and
an official website provides a platform for
contributions to the global discussion.

This National Consultation is being sup-
ported by UNDP and UN DESA and is
designed to sharpen the debate on the
objectives and themes, through our National
Report, thus shaping the Rio+20 Agenda for
June 2012.

The deadline for submitting "“National
Reports” to the UN DESA is November 1
2011....(in a matter of days). The various
National Reports will be complied into a
“Regional Synthesis Report” by the end
December. Thereafter a "Zero Draft” will be
prepared by early January 2012 and posted
on the uncsd2012 website
www.uncsd2012.org. Further refinement will
be done during the mandated meetings
between January and May 2012. The final
output will be discussed at RIO+20 in June
2012.

It is our hope that this national discourse
which is geared towards capturing the
popular sentiments of YOU - the stakeholders
will be fruitful.

Today offers us an opportunity to share
experiences, receive valuable feedback on
best practices, successes, failures, gaps in
implementation and to devise appropriate
recommendations to be incorporated at
Rio+20. This forum is therefore our opportu-
nity to shape the debate and we should seize
the moment.

UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, (RIO+ 20)



In the time we will spend together, let us
consider how we can creatively incorporate
the traditional wisdom which abounds. Think
about how we can seek to up-scale those
initiatives which we sometimes take for
granted or overlook. Today is also an opportu-
nity to literally "“speak truth to power" at all
levels.....nationally to our Government;
regionally via CARICOM, and SIDS, and
ultimately the UN System and the wider
international community who provide the
resources which will assist us in the imple-
mentation of the existing internationally
agreed commitments and Goals such as the
MDGs and MEAs as well as those that may be
decided uponin Rioin June 2012.

Let us therefore use the time we have wisely.
This is our chance to widen and deepen the
international debate by first agreeing on
"what for us, is the Grenada Green
Economy".... and how can it help us to
"eradicate poverty". Let us also focus on the
governance arrangements best suited to
attaining Sustainable Development.

Taken directly from the Rio+20 website:
"Sustainable development emphasizes a
holistic, equitable and far-sighted approach
to decision-making at all levels. It empha-
sizes not just strong economic performance
butintra-generational and inter-generational
equity. It rests on integration and a
balanced consideration of social, economic
and environmental goals and objectives in
both public and private decision-making.....
The concept of green economy focuses
primarily on the intersection between envi-
ronment and economy.”

The Rio de Janeiro “Earth Summit" of June
1992 -UNCED gave birth to Agenda 21.
Agenda 21 is still relevant!!l. It brings
together the economic, environmental and
social agendas. It also brings together
countries; various sectors such as govern-

ments, civil society, business, trade unions ¥

and scientists on critical areas of climate

)
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change, biodiversity, desertification, corpo-
rate responsibility, information, disclosure,
governance etc. by adopting fundamental
principles while establishing supportive
institutions.

Ten years after, the Johannesburg Plan of
Implementation built upon Agenda 21 and
agreed to undertake concrete steps to trans-
late vision into action.

Twenty years after, this upcoming global
conference UNCSD2012 or Rio+20, takes
place against the backdrop of new and
emerging challenges. We are confronted with
Environmental threats, Social distress,
Economic shocks, and a Global Financial

architecture which is under immense scru-
tiny.

As Small Island Developing States, we are
anxious about our very survival. Energy and
Food insecurity threatens Political and
Economic stability, as does Climate Change.
At Rio+20 the Green Economy concept is
being introduced for consideration as an
integral part of the Sustainable Development
framework. Green Economy is considered as
a path to Poverty Eradication and Sustainable
Development.

And while there is no agreed upon definition
of Green Economy, there are some things that
we can all agree upon:

Green Economy must not detract
from the Sustainable Development
agenda.

Instead, Green Economy must be
integrated into the Environmental,
Economic and Social aspects of
Sustainable Development in a
balanced way

Green Economy must address
avenues for poverty eradication,
sustainable livelihoods, decent jobs
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GRENADA NATIONAL PREPARATORY PROCESS
BACKGROUND PAPER AND WORKSHOP REPORT

and equity.
29



Green Economy must be
mainstreamed into existing princi-
ples and agreements: e.g. Rio
Principles; Millennium Development
Goals; Human Rights; Equality;
Gender balance; Good Governance

The Global Debate rages on and Grenada
cannot afford to be left behind.!!

Some of the topics/issues being ventilated at
various international fora include:

1. Integration of the 3 pillars of
Sustainable Development

2. Dynamic Interaction/Coherence:
(Bottom Up versus Top Down / Global
versus Local)

3. Implementation of the International
Agreements and Commitments

Innovation and affordability of Green
technologies

Up-scaling traditional practices
especially among developing coun-
tries

SIDS Vulnerability — Oceans gover-
nance

Sustainable Production &
Sustainable Consumption

Nexus between Food, Energy, Water
and Security

Governance Structures: Effective
Institutional arrangements at ALL
levels: national and international

Let us now add our collective voices to the
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