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AN ODE TO
KRAFTWERK

the original computer geeks
By CARY DARLING
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Go ,h.,d ood ,,' pcodu", J".-
my Kolo,i", >0;' how ioflv'"ti,1 ,
ocovp01 "clo;i"" cl,ssi""y'''i",d,
middl'-'O,d G"moo moo who ,,,o,d
uod" 'h. ",m, K"ttw", - ood

h"o" h,d ,hit io "''''y 30 ,.",-
has beeo 00 yooog cempv'" o"d,
ood .I,,'cooic mo;ici,",. Som,

miOh'b.,u,p""d byhi,oo,w".
'Ir, ,he equi",,", 01 "yioO

'Wh",ff,cthasSt"W,,,h,doo
"i.". fictioo ood popvl"ooltu,,'"
h. "y,. 'Th. imp,d K"ftw'" has
h,d 00 .,,,teooic mu'ic, ,od popul"
mo;ic in 0,"'"'' i, ,,,ond only '0
'h. B..tI" ood J,m" Bcown.'

To,,',b""hi"o", 01'h. D",-
,,'dort ,',,',onic 'ou"om. who
b,Ii,", in cempu"" ub" ,ff,,-
b"'-'nownin'h,U.S.lo,'h.i,od,,
'0 ,,,hnology,oogloglcomAvto"'hit
io 'h. '7D, '0 Pock" Caloo"to, ood
Nvmb,,, in 'h, '80, - ood p"tty

much i","'ed 'h, coo"p' 01gee'
as pop "" Kolo'i", couod.d vp ,
g'oup 01 I.llow ",,'cooic muslcia",
'°' , ',ibv', ,"vm. Bu' i""..d 01
u,'OO '"dit'o",' ;yoth"i,,", 'h'y
wo,' io "bit,op' °' "chi, 'unes," a
d"id.dlylow-tech ,m"g,m 01
soundso,",,,,.d 00 classic vid.o
o'm. co",ol", old 8-bit horn. com-
put." ood ,giog hood-h.ld g,ming
d"i",.

Th. """ i, (h, ,"d..'ingly "('°
oodch"mioglyloo'y 8-8it Op",-
to'" Th,Mu,ic of K"ftw"k, who"
blee", blipsoodgli'ch" ""II,

,lightly."Ii" ,,,hoologi,,, gOld,"
,g'. Wh". 'h.di" d.finit.,y ".."
'0 "'''10"''' 'n",' gee'. 'h. K"ltw-
,,' mo;ic" it, CO"h" be," highly
ioflv'"ti" 00 , wid. '000' 01pe,-
lo'm"'. Fcom"'-,oc' '0 hip-ho"
,yn'h-,op '° '"hoo,'h. "v"b,,-
,tio", 01K"ltw"", ,I",co "volu-
tion""tillb,iogl,II'od,y.(Cold'
'l,y","llft'd'h.m,'odyol'h.hit
T,1klcomK"ftw,,", 1981Comput"
Love, ood U2 ''''"tly COy"ed 'h,i,
1978 ,"C, N.on Lights.)

So Kolo,io, was, littl, O"YOU'

wh," meetiog K"ftw,,", R,1t Hutt"
,ft",ceo""by'h.gcoupioN.w
yo,' ,,,' ym H. """d ,'ong '0
him, "mpl. 01the comp"'tion.
L,''', Hutt""id h. ,ojoy,d it ood
"'" off".d ,om. .diting "gg,,-
tio",

KOlo'i", hO'" '0 ",.." , lollow-
up I..'u"ng ,om. 01'h. mo" w.II'
'oowo K"ftw,,' cov", 1Tc'",-

fump. Exp'",) 'h,' didn" m," 'h,
eu",,' ",- Plu', he woo" '0 0",'-
oi" , ",i" 01Ii", 8'8it ,how;

which,if ,"V iou, bit,o,coo",',,,,
ooy iodi"tioo:h, ,dmit, m,y 00'
,""c, 'h, mo,' l"hioo-lorN"d 01
cmwd,.

"I'm',yiog'o'dd'h"",d,"g,
ood coc, '0' coII,"h'jo'". "Th,,, i,
'ho' whol. 'b.,u'y ood 'h. gee"
'hiog goiog 00. ... Bu' wh,' you ".
',mo,tly gee'y gvy, 01 diff",,'
'g", 'nythioglcom youog" kid, up
'0 'ho"io'h,icmid-40'."
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