T kKMow I'm JUST
A DRAWING MADE

OF m O
SoamETHING
CALLED A
“PAGE"...

MmAaYBERE \T HAS
SOMETHING TO
Do WITH MY

SENSE OF FRAME/

OR MAYBE \T HAS

SOMETHING TO bo )

WILTH THOSE

“THOUGHT BALLoONS"
THAT ouR
THEORLISTS
POSTULATE...

BUT THAT wouLD
MEAN AN
INFINITE REGRESS,
OF CcouRsE /f

AND WHAT OF THE
CONCEPT OF A ‘
“READER"... aN
OMMNVSCIENT SOMmEONE
WHO CAN SEE ALL THE
FRAMES nT odcE,
FROoZen 1N
PERPETUITY/

KNow I'm

coNScilouLs/
IN FACT, \'M
SLAE OF IT/

RESPOND TO WHAT'S

I MY CORRENT
FRAME.. LIKE HOw
't AWARE THERE'S
A TREE DRAWH
THERE...

THE WAY T WAVE L
DIRECT ACCESS TO
WHAT'S (N MY OWN
THOUGHT BALLOON,
BUT NoT TO
ANYONE ELSE'S/

AND ANYWAY, \F
MYy WoRDS HAVE
BEEN LETTERED
\N ADVANCE,
How couLp T
HWAVE FREE wiLL?

IF SvuCH A READER
EX\STS, couLP

IT KNOW How
CONSCIOUS T AM...
OR WOULD (T THimk
VM TUSY A aunck
OF MoLEcOULES oF
\NK, A ZomBLE?

.
AND YET T ALSO

CoulLD THAT
=Yg

THE waY T knNow
WHAT HAPPENED
IN UPPER-LEFT
FRAMES BLUT pon'T
KNOW WHAT WwiLL
HAPPEN IN

LOWER-R\GHT ONES/

IF oNLY T couLD
BE AWARE of mY
THOUGHT BALLOON
\TSELF AS WELL AS
ITS coNTENTS/

T THAMK 'm
THINKING MY
THoueHTs, BUT
AM T REALLY
THINKING THE
THoOULGHTS oF A
SUPPOSED "ﬁRTl‘jT“?

AND WHILE 'Mm
NOT BEING READ,
WHAT THEN? Does
MY MIND owLY
EX\ST \N My
READER'S MIND ?
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BUT THEN
WHAT DOES THE
READER'S mIND
EXLsT |n?

Odl THE MAaL
\S HERe! LeT
ME CHECK \T/

AW, THE LATEST
\SSUE OofF Jecc...
THE TOURNAL oF
CARTOON

|Look’ \t's coT AN
COmMIC- cOmIC STRAP
WHERE A
DRAWING-DR AWING
ACTUALLY THinNKksS
IT's comsciousys

How RiD\cULOUVS/ )
OoNLY REAL
ORAWINGS LIKE
ME CAN BE
CONSCIlOoUS/

BUT How couLD
I PROVE MY
CONSCIOUSNESS
TO ANOTHER
PRAWING, LET
ALONE ANYONE ELSE !

SHWE'S cuTEe/
AND SHE LOOKS
TH°U&HTFUL"'

\F T COULD PROVE

| MY CONSCIOUSNESS
TO SOMEONE LIKE
HER, MAYRE T
COULLD PROVE \T
TO MYySELE/

EXCUSE ME, BuT
ARE YOU A

READERIST OR A
NON- READER\ST?

T THINK \T's A

MEANINGLESS
QUESTION! \T's
NOT FaLs\FiABLE !

THAT'S LIKE
ASKING WHAT'S
BEFORE THE
FIRRT FRAME/
IT'S UNKNOWARLEf

THEN DO YOU THIMK
RQUANTUM-INK-DOT
THEORY MEans
YoU DIDN'T Ex 6T
BEFORE THE PANEL
IN WricH we MET?

CAN EVERYTHING WE
CALL EXPERIENCE <

TUST BE A DRAWN
REACTION To wHAT'S
HAPPENING OLTSIDE
OR \NSIDE OUR
Own LINES?

ANDP Do YOU
BELIEVE ANY
OF LS HAVE
CONSCIOUSNESS
AFTER OuLR
FINAL FRAME?

MAYBE \T's
BECAUSE oLW
THOUGHT BaLLOONS
CONTAIN SYMBoLie
REPRESENTATIONS
OF wHuAT'S ELSEwneERE
IN THE FRAMES ¢




OME RESEARCHER
CLAIMS HE'S
OlScOVERED THE
SYmBouism !/ a
TREE, FOR Exame
STARTS \vts
ENCODING wiTw
Two PER?‘“DM\!LA“

BuUuT ARE OoLR
THOUGHKT BALLOOWS
DPRAWKN 1N THE
SAME KIND OF \pK
T AT DPRAWS us?

MY ESSENCE,

MY EXPERIENCE,
MY VERY Soul,
CouLD \T ALL JUST
REDUCE DOwN ToO
THOVGHT BALLOONS?

THIS PaiN 'Mm
FEELING... IS IT
JUST BEcAUSE
“‘oven!” 1s
WRITTEN N
MY BALLOON?

LE,

MAYBE I\'T ALL
DEPENDS oON
HIGHER- ORDER

THOUGHT BALLaonS

REFERRING <o

QuR REGULAR
THOU

6HT BALLOOwWS [

MAYBE OUR
ConNsCloUSNESS
IS JusT AN
lLLusionN

CREATED BY oUR

AND WHAT'S THE
D\FEERENCE
BETWEEN

A THouGsdT
BALLOON AWD A
SPEECH BalLoon?

AND WHAT ABOUT,
THE BINDING
PROBLEM ... T
KNOW I'M MADE LP
OF LOoTS oF TINY,
DiccounECTED
LINES S

Some PEOPLE
BELIEVE THE
CONTEMNTS ARE
THE SaMme, BuT
THE QUTLINES
ARE SOMEHOW
DIFFERENT/

I'LL BE OKAY...
I TUST STUBBED
ONE OF mY LINE

EXTREMITIES

THEY CLAIM OUR ‘
THOUGHT BALLOONS
ARE MADE up oF
DiScoNNECTED
S?M'BOLQ, Yoo/

THOUGHT BALLoOWS !

THEN WHY DO T
HAVE SucH A
UMNIFIED sensE
OF MySeLF?

MAYBE \T's JUST
WHAT YOU'VE
BEEN LETTERED
TO THINK.

CONSClousNESS
TAKES PLACE AT
THE |NTeRsECcTION
BETWEEN THE
PRINTING PRESS
AND WHAT'S PRANTED!




YES, THE
PRINTING PrOCESS
UNCERTAINTY
PRINCIPLE,..

INK SPLASHING.,
PAGES SHIETIMNG...

MAYBE IT'S TUST AN
EPIPHENOMENON
THAT avtomaticaLLy |
GoES ALoNG witk A
CERTAIN COMPLEXITY
OF ARTWORK/

"M NOT EVEN
SURE T cAN
CONVINCE MYSELF/

MAYBE THAT'S

WHAT GIVES US
OUR FREE WiLL,
IF WE HAVE ANY!

BUT \S \T THERE AT
THE ROUGH SkETCH
OR ONLY AFTER <
WEVE BEEN \NKED (n?

BUT T wnow THIS...
VLL NeEvER sTop
TRYING LMTIL THE
FINAL PANELS

ANY WAY, WHAT
FUNCTION COuLLD
CONSCIOUSHNESS
HAVE TOo A
DRAWING?

\T's HOPELESS, Isn'T
T? T couLpw'T
CONVINCE A “READ““
\'M COodsclOUS... T
CAN'T CONVINCE vou
"M cowscious...

YOou KNow, T REALLY
LIKE THE wWAY
YOU'RE DRAWN
WOoULD You caARE
TO Have A
PRAWING OF
COFFEE SomEFRAME?
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