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Welcome to the inaugural edition of Fahamu’s 
Emerging Powers in Africa newsletter. The launch 
of the newsletter is significant and timely as debates 
and discussions on the footprint of such actors are 
making the daily broadsheets about the ubiquitous 
impact of Africa’s engagement with these emerging 
powers from the South.

With the scholarship and argument caught 
between the opportunity and threat discourse, it 
seems that more empirical evidence and the corre-
sponding implications this has on the daily lives of 
ordinary people is needed.

From this perspective, the newsletter provides 
a platform for African civil society actors to glean 
more knowledge about the Emerging powers in 
Africa. This is aimed at developing a coherent 
knowledge framework that can nurture a cohesive 
African CSO response on the behaviour of these 
actors and the role African governments play in 
pushing the agenda with these new role-players 
towards a sustainable development project across 
the continent.

Therefore, this first edition is devoted to a 
journalist study tour that was organized by the 
Emerging Powers in Africa project to China in April. 
As the four commentaries highlight perceptions 
about China and other actors have been informed 
by parochial views shaped by the Western agenda 
and epistemology. Seeking to break this mould, the 
commentaries illustrate the urgency for an African 
perspective, which places African agency at the 
centre of the debates and discussions.

We hope this newsletter enables such an agency 
to be harnessed and invite individuals who have 
a serious interest in this debate to contribute and 
share their activities to this knowledge project so 
that more information is made available. This is 
seen as critical towards strengthening an informed 
view on the topics associated with the emerging 
powers debates.

We hope you enjoy the newsletter and welcome 
comments and suggestions in producing a news-
letter that serves the interests of the African CSO 
actors.
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OnE Thing ThAT may come to the mind of any-
one travelling overseas is what kind of reception 
they would encounter on the other side. Would it 
be a kind and hospitable atmosphere? Or would it 
be one that is less flaterring underscored by preju-
dice and derogatory attitudes, notwithstanding the 
language barrier. This was only my second trip to 
China, yet i could not overcome my nervousness 
since this East Asian giant is evolving constantly 
and i was not sure what to expect in this changing 
leviathan. 

As much as these feelings maybe true for most 
Africans making their way to China for various 
reasons, it is hard for them not to also become 
excited by the prospect of visiting the Middle King-
dom and witnessing the centuries of rich history, 
the paradoxes of imperial China existing within 
the crevices of a socialist/communist polity, its 
exquisite culture and experiencing its spectacular 
economy firsthand. 

But perhaps the real excitement is to learn from 
the Chinese experience and see how African states, 
especially my country Liberia, recovering from the 
civil war and embarking upon its own post-war 
reconstruction can extrapolate lessons from the sig-
nificant progress made by China in becoming an 
emerging world power, For Liberia this must be 
seen as a way of moving the post war reconstruc-
tion forward. 

in recent years, Liberia has become one of many 
countries in the West African region that has seen 
a significant increase in the presence of a Chinese 
community residing there especially after Mon-
rovia recognised the One-China Policy in 2003 in 
favour of Beijing vis-à-vis Taipei. 

Chinese nationals can be found opening stores, 
shops and other businesses such as clinics in most 
communities across the country and from a cursory 

view it seems they are integrating themselves into 
Liberian society and adapting to the way of life 
here. Some Liberians i have interacted with spoke 
of their experiences and engagements with Chinese 
owned businesses. They alluded to the polite way 
they have been treated and the respect, decency and 
humbleness shown to them by their Chinese hosts 
when they enter their shops and businesses. This, of 
course, seems to contradict some of the mainstream 
perceptions that we hear about regarding Chinese 
aloofness and insular percularities.  Yet, it was dif-
ficult for these individuals not to question whether 
the Chinese in Liberia are only demonstrating an 
external facade of good neighbourliness and broth-
erhood because a) they are away from home and  
2) they are seeking  sympathy among Liberians to 
support their business goals as strangers in a for-
eign land?

The aforementioned questions, in addition to 
the ones asked at the beginning of this commentary 
about Chinese hospitality towards foreign visitors 
to their country seem omnipresent as we contem-
plate the Africa-China/China-Africa engagement. 
indeed, i must admit that while these issues did 
surface from time to time as i embarked upon my 
trip to China as part of the Fahamu journalist study 
tour, it did not become an overriding concern. 

Perhaps it was the intrigue of being able to visit 
China again that gripped my imgaination. This was 
my second visit to the Middle Kingdom. The first 
was in 2008 as a guest of the Beijing international 
Media Centre to report on the Olympic games for 
my newspaper. having gone through the nerves 
of a first time visitor, this time around, i was more 
captivated by how the landscape changed since my 
last visit. But more than that i was excited by the 
fact that this time i would be afforded the oppor-
tunity to meet and interact with peers from my 
vocation as well as ordinary citizens (from all walks 

For further information on the emerging Powers in africa Programme, or submission of commentaries for the 
newsletter please email ms Sanusha naidu or ms Hayley Herman.
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of life) from whom i could understand Chinese 
social culture and daily existence from a broader 
perspective.

The experience was also about me represent-
ing my country. Through the various interactions, i 
begun to realise that i was not only here to learn but 
i was also enabling others to learn from me about 
Chinese misperpections relating to Africa.  i began 
to understand and find questions to some of the 
positive and negative concerns i have heard about 
the Chinese and vice versa. 

Reflecting on the two experiences in particular 
brought me to the conclusion that ordinary Chinese 
people demonstrated a nation in transition who 
were equally excited and sublime about their own 
history and economic rise. Yet, at the same time 
unsure of the outside world and what impressions 
were being conveyed about their country and cul-
ture. This became demonstrably evident during the 
visits to two universities where students gathered 
in numbers to hear from us about the continent and 
perceptions of China’s image outside of its borders. 
These discussions really peaked my interest. 

The students raised questions about some of the 
political issues across the continent including for 
example, the controversial murder of Eugene Ter-

reblanche, a white supremacist leader from South 
Africa and the implications thereof for race rela-
tions. Or for that matter what kind of social issues 
underpin the lives of African youth and as Africans 
what we think of the Mugabe regime in Zimba-
bwe. Clearly this resonated interest in African 
issues highlighted the growing need to promote 
exchanges between African and Chinese people.  

 
immediately i began to feel from the 

students’curiosity that Africa is not alone and that 
people around the world want to know more about 
Africa, how Africans do things, and about their life-
styles in the same way as we and the rest of the 
world are curious about China, its culture and the 
future.  My mind quickly shifted to the political 
leaders of Africa while meeting with these stu-
dents. i immediately felt that the challenge now for 
our politicians/elites is to avoid politicking with the 
lives of the ordinary African people in their quest 
for political power because they are being watched 
by the world including those Chinese students who 
are observing the governance of our President and 
Prime Ministers.

Mr Wrokpoh is Associate Editor of The Inquirer in 
Monrovia, Liberia.
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Breaking the Stereotypes of the one 
Dimensional View 
Carole Phiri Chibbonta

ChinA iS OnE country that we hear so much 
about but know so little about. 

The dominant views we hear on the news and in 
the classroom are communism, human rights, over-
population, pollution, censorship and economic 
growth to name but a few. The western nations 
paint a fairly dismal picture of the most populous 
nation in the world. 

i recently had the opportunity to conduct my 
first visit to China. how was it? incredible! it 
changed my entire perspective about the country 
and compelled me to consider issues relating to 
China’s prosperity, governance and geo-strategic 
role on the world stage.

Within a couple of days of arriving, i began to 
formulate some initial thoughts on Beijing. Despite 
a population of 17million people the city is very 
clean and safe. it is heavily congested and thou-
sands of taxis, a string of Audi’s and other high end 
vehicles contribute to the congestion. The infra-
structure is far beyond what i expected. Whilst the 
city is filled with very modern mid-rise buildings 
construction of more buildings continues to take 
place virtually everywhere, an indication that the 
city is booming.

The highways are very new and in excellent 
condition and the road system seems to do a fantas-
tic job of handling the millions of cars. Although i 
must admit, the weaving of cars through traffic is a 
daunting experience. But reassuringly there seems 
to some order in the chaos. 

China is not as homogenous as it might seem 
at first or as it may often appear in mainstream 
media outside the country. The contradictions in 
calling the society either capitalist or communist 
are striking. There is clearly great wealth and abject 
poverty; people can own their own businesses but 
can only watch certain TV channels. Being at such 
crossroads between old and new, modern and tra-
ditional, communist and capitalist is what makes 
China interesting. But just like any country China is 
beset with its fair share of inherent domestic prob-
lems.

Beijing also seemed to keep the culture of China 
alive (as much as could be in a rapidly modernis-
ing metropolis) and eventually i witness its beauty 
and architectural richness. Seeing some of the big 
cultural landmarks like the great Wall, the Summer 
Palace and Forbidden City, helped to improve my 
impressions of Beijing and China overall.

 in fact it was during my visit to these landmarks 
that i learnt that as a black person i was actually 
like a “panda” in Beijing. i stood out obviously due 
to the colour of my skin but was quite amazed at 

the local’s attitude towards me. The Chinese peo-
ple were very friendly and not once did i feel i was 
being judged by the colour of my skin as i have felt 
in some other parts of the world. Because of that i 
couldn’t resist several requests by Chinese people 
to have me in their photos at these historical land-
marks. And not to take lightly that a picture of me 
probably hangs in several households across China. 
The most indelible mark was left by a woman well 
beyond her 60’s who despite the language barrier 
showed me how happy she was for me to oblige.   

Visiting the Silk Market for the first time was an 
experience i will never forget. The Silk Market is 
a famous market in Beijing where you can buy a 
variety of goods ranging from clothing to jewellery, 
and where no fixed prices exist. The aggressiveness 
and bargaining skills of the store-keepers is over-
whelming. in terms of bargaining, the prices were 
very flexible! generally, one could bargain down 
to 1/8th of the starting price and sometimes even 
more. i never thought that the same characteris-
tics that exist at the market in my home country 
(mostly in second hand clothes trading) would be 
prevalent in China. But here it was and you have 
to be a skilled negotiator to take on these sales per-
sons who are mostly women that can communicate 
in fairly good English. 

China is known as a country that places heavy 
restrictions on the media. in Zambia many con-
versations about China do not end without the 
mention of information control or censorship. Most 
of us wonder how a nation, in this day and age, can 
deny free speech and access to information. 

it’s no secret that the government in China con-
trols information mainly for the sake of stability in 
the country. Despite being aware of internet censor-
ship (the great firewall of China, as one colleague 
called it) i never knew exactly what the Chinese 
web browsing experience would be. As it turned 
out not all my perceptions were true.

While i discovered that popular social media 
sites like Facebook and Twitter were hard to access, 
it was refreshing to find that western news sites 
such as the BBC and British newspapers were avail-
able on certain days during my stay. A significant 
discovery that i am sure the Chinese government 
want to keep a tab on in terms of what is being 
reported in Western media.  

it was therefore very interesting to later learn 
that amid all these information controls, the media 
at the local and provincial level in China is by and 
large free and actually thriving, just like in many 
parts of the West and across certain parts of Africa.

Reading through some copies of the Beijing 
Today newspaper i saw a number of things i would 
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not have expected in a communist country having 
no freedom of the press. Experimental sex educa-
tion programs were being started in some schools 
partly because too many children were learning 
about sex from pornographic websites. Some Bei-
jing taxi drivers were also demanding that private 
taxi firms be allowed to flourish. 

in the China Daily newspaper and on CCTV9 
news (China network Television) citizens were 
protesting the demolition of their homes to pave 
way for the expansion of the Beijing city. A look 
around the streets also revealed a multitude of 
special interest magazines with the women’s sector 
topping the list.

This change in media was put into perspective 
through separate discussions with academics dur-
ing the course of the study tour.

it was noted that the media in China has changed 
from the “official party line message ” into a more 
developed and diverse media representing a market 
that is similar to that of the West where newspapers 
jostle for circulation while television networks imi-
tate those of their western counterparts. in these 
discussions, the one dimensional view of Africa in 

China was attributed to this commercialisation of 
the media.

it is however interesting to note that these views 
differed from the prevailing view by some Chinese 
journalists that all news about Africa in the Chinese 
media must be good news. 

Throughout my stay in Beijing it became appar-
ent to me that Chinese people and Africans have 
a lot of similarities but lack general understanding 
of one another. i learnt that the two sides could not 
understand one another simply by reading about 
politics and foreign policy but by understanding 
one another’s people, culture and history. This 
comprehension is vital for the national interests of 
both Africa and China. 

Therefore what i have learnt i will share with 
my students and colleagues to give them a broader 
understanding of China from my perspective. 
hopefully they too can share this knowledge with 
some of their colleagues and most importantly it 
will be from an African perspective.

Ms Chibbonta teaches in the Department of Mass Com-
munications at the University of Zambia in Lusaka. 

n  innovative and influential weekly newsletter
n  a platform for voices that challenge mainstream perceptions
n  politics, current affairs, development, human rights, refu-

gees, gender issues, culture...
n  commentary and analysis by a pan-African community of 

over 1,500 who hold their governments to account
n  read by 500,000

Pambazuka News has, in the short time of its existence, carved a 
niche for itself as an important forum where Africans talk frankly 
among themselves and reflect on the condition of their continent 
and its place in the new global order.

Dr Ike Okonta, Department of Politics, University of Oxford

Pambazuka News is published by Fahamu www.fahamu.org      Fahamu Ltd & Fahamu Trust: 2nd floor 51 Cornmarket Street Oxford OX1 3HA, UK. 
Fahamu Trust is registered as a charity 1100304. Fahamu Ltd is a company limited by guarantee 4241054. 

Through the voices of the peoples of Africa and the global South, Pambazuka Press and 
Pambazuka News disseminate analysis and debate on the struggle for freedom and justice. 

Read it on www.pambazuka.org or 
sign up to have it emailed weekly
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China and Africa: myths and realities
Janet Szabo

FROM An AFRiCAn perspective, China is a vast 
country shrouded in myth and preconceived ideas, 
especially when it comes to Chinese doing business 
on this continent. This is largely perpetuated by the 
lack of real information on both sides: the Chinese 
need to know how they are actually perceived so 
that they can actively work to improve their image, 
and their African partners need to operate from an 
informed position in order to take advantage of 
the many opportunities offered by Chinese invest-
ment.  Just how wide the gaps on both sides are 
was highlighted during the recent journalist study 
visit to Beijing. 

Conversations with representatives from media 
and other Chinese organizations all had a common 
theme: a desire to learn more about Africa, a will-
ingness to learn from Africans about how to better 
understand the continent and plugging the widen-
ing knowledge gap from both sides.

Media reports about China in Africa have often 
highlighted huge aid packages, support for pariah 
regimes and the ruthless exploitation of workers 
and natural resources in some of the poorest coun-
tries in the world and these have sparked fierce 
debates. China’s secrecy has fuelled rumours and 
speculation, making it difficult to gauge the risks 
and opportunities in China’s growing involvement 
in Africa.

Probably one of the better-know myths and 
partial truths about Chinese involvement in Africa 
suggests that China targets aid to African states 
with abundant natural resources and bad govern-
ments. in reality, China gives money to almost 
every single country in Sub-Saharan Africa, exclud-
ing only those that don’t recognise the One China 
policy (that is those countries that continue to have 
diplomatic relations with Taiwan). According to 
Deborah Brautigam(1), there is little evidence that 
China gives more aid to countries with more natu-
ral resources or specifically targets countries with 
worse governance. China is not alone in showing 
its interest in Africa’s natural resources, and natural 
resources are not the primary motivating factor for 
Chinese aid. Like all donors, and here the US, Rus-
sia and European countries are certainly included, 
China is motivated to give aid by a mix of politi-
cal, commercial, and social/ideological factors. And 
it has doing so since the Mao regime as part of its 
solidarity with Africa.

Another common misconception is one that 
the Chinese don’t hire Africans to work on their 
projects.  This depends on how long a company 
has been working in Africa, and how easy it is to 
find appropriate local labour. Ultimately, it also 
depends on African governments themselves, 
who have the power to dictate what proportion 
of project staff must be local (as Angola and the 

DRC have done). Brautigam also points to the stark 
contrast in standards of living between Chinese 
workers and managers in Africa, who tend to live 
in extremely simple conditions, and Western advi-
sors, who more typically live in expensive housing 
or hotels. While Western experts may be fewer, 
they cost their projects a lot more.

According to Brautigam, China’s way has sev-
eral advantages and their experts don’t cost much. 
in addition, their emphasis on local ownership 
often leads to projects like a new government office 
building, a sports stadium, or a conference centre. 
They seem to understand something very funda-
mental about state-building — new states need to 
build buildings and dignity, not simply strive to 
end poverty.

Over the past decades, the Chinese have also 
funded university scholarships, roads, bridges, 
mini-hydropower, and irrigation projects when 
other donors were not investing in these sectors. 
And like Japan, they see nothing wrong with using 
subsidies to help foster investment by their own 
companies; this is seen as beneficial to both sides. 
From the 1970s to the early 1990s, Southeast Asia’s 
“miracle” was underwritten not only by good poli-
cies, but by Japanese investment, and Japanese aid 
was a partner in this. China’s engagement in Africa 
could have similar results in at least a handful of 
countries such as nigeria, Angola and DRC.  There 
is a tendency for the Chinese to avoid local embez-
zlement and corruption by very rarely transferring 
any cash to African governments. Aid is disbursed 
directly to Chinese companies who undertake the 
projects. The resource-backed infrastructure loans 
work the same way. 

Another popular belief is that China outbids 
other companies by ignoring social and environ-
mental standards.  Brautigam says that this is in 
many cases true but suggests that there is grow-
ing evidence of China and Chinese companies 
becoming increasingly sensitive to international 
perception on these issues and may be inching 
towards international standards.

Over the past few decades, China has man-
aged to move hundreds of millions of its people 
out of poverty by combining state intervention 
with economic incentives to attract private invest-
ment.  Based on its experiences and lessons at 
home, China is embarking on a similar programme 
across the continent.  The key to this has been using 
resource-backed development loans to countries 
rich in mineral resources.  

According to African Business magazine (2), 
in 2008 China replaced the US as Africa’s largest 
trading partner, with the volume of trade reaching 
$107bn, representing a tenfold increase since 2000.

With foreign direct investment rising from 
$491m in 2003 to $100bn in 2009, a twenty-fold 
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increase during the past decade alone, China is 
now not only Africa’s single largest source of low-
interest capital, but also–given tariff reduction–its 
most equitable trading partner.

Since 2004, China has concluded resource-
backed deals in at least seven resource-rich 
countries in Africa, for a total of nearly $14 billion. 
Reconstruction in war-battered Angola, for exam-
ple, has been helped by three oil-backed loans from 
Beijing, under which Chinese companies have built 
roads, railways, hospitals, schools, and water sys-
tems. nigeria took out two similar loans to finance 
projects that use gas to generate electricity. Chinese 
teams are building one hydropower project in the 
Republic of the Congo (to be repaid in oil) and 
another in ghana (to be repaid in cocoa beans). 

in a major experiment, China is helping to build 
special trade and economic cooperation zones 
in Africa. Seven such zones are planned. These 
include two in nigeria; the others in Egypt, Ethi-
opia, Mauritius, Zambia, and, possibly, Algeria. 
Special economic zones were an important feature 
of China’s early development; today, China has 
more than one hundred such areas. The Chinese 
government is very aware that these zones must be 
sustainable in the long term. 

For decades, Chinese teams in Africa con-
structed agricultural projects or built factories only 
to turn them over to inexperienced and sometimes 
uninterested host governments. Once the Chinese 
left, the benefits of the projects declined, prompting 
the host governments to ask the Chinese to return. 
now, Chinese companies are taking responsibil-
ity for both designing and building the zones and 
then managing them as businesses. Beijing will 
subsidize part of the start-up costs, including some 
of the expenses that Chinese companies incur by 
moving operations overseas. Several of the agen-
cies involved in China’s own successful zones are 
advising -- and in some cases, investing in -- the 
projects in Africa (3). China’s venture-capital fund 
for Africa, the $5 billion China-Africa Develop-
ment Fund, has taken equity shares in three of the 

seven planned zones. A new $1 billion fund for 
small and medium enterprises in Africa, which 
was announced at the november summit in Egypt 
- the fourth Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 
(FOCAC) held in november 2009 in Sharm El 
Sheikh, Egypt - will help African entrepreneurs set 
up businesses in the zones.

however, the gaps in perception and reality are 
not only confined to Africans viewing China.  This 
also colours the way Chinese view Africans and 
their continent – Africans as lazy and corrupt and 
the continent as a vast underdeveloped paradise 
teeming with exotic wildlife.  The fact that these 
views can persist in an age of internet technology 
and instant information, indicates a lack of crucial 
factual information.  Although language is a huge 
barrier – on both sides – China’s strong grip on 
its media does restrict the lack of information.  A 
journalist from the official People’s Daily proudly 
pointed out that his publication’s policy is to 
print only positive stories concerning Africa – this 
ignores one of the basic tenets of journalism and 
that is to provide a balanced view.  Both sides need 
more and diversified access to information to better 
grasp the opportunities and challenges presented 
by doing business with each other and while there 
is the strong desire to learn more about each other, 
this momentum should not be lost.      

Sources consulted:

1 - Foreign Affairs – Africa’s Eastern Promise,  
     Deborah Brautigam 5 January 2010
2 – African Business Magazine 2008
3 - Laura Freschi Published February 9, 2010 – Aid 
     watchers.com

Ms Szabo is a International and Military researcher 
based with the South African Broadcasting Corporation 
in Johannesburg.

Fahamu in partnership with Society for 
international Development  (SiD) and the 
Swedish international Development and 
Cooperation Agency (SiDA) wishes to 
announce the launch of the Change website 
(www.fahamu.org/change). 

The change site is an open platform for 
the Kenyan people and friends of kenya to 
interact and share information.

The site is one of the outputs of the Change 
Conference held in October 2009 in nairobi, 
and is aimed at increasing access to resources 
and encourage dialogue towards realizing 
change at the national level be it through 

government institutions, ngOs or at the 
community level.

The site highlights activities taking 
place under the Change project of Fahamu 
including Citizens’ Forums across Kenya and 
showcases documentaries including “Making 
Change” by Maina Kiai.

Everyone is invited to write articles to be 
posted on the blog as well as share your views 
on change in Kenya.

Please visit: http://www.fahamu.org/change/ 

Kindly forward your comments to patita@

fahamu.org or paul@fahamu.org 

Launch of the Change Online Platform
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China: The Cultural Superpower
muhammad mansour

On ThE PLAnE to Beijing, i had mixed inquiries 
and ideas about China.  For instance, was Martin 
Jacques accurate when he argued in his influen-
tial book “When China Rules the World” that the 
common Western assumption is that, “to be fully 
modern, a nation must become democratic, finan-
cially transparent and legally accountable”. is this 
true of and for China? While Jacques argues persua-
sively that China is on track to become the world’s 
dominant power and that, when it does, the ball will 
be in its court to make the rules, on its own terms, 
with little regard for what came before, i wonder 
whether his interpretation of China is an accurate 
one? Or is this part of the conventional wisdom 
that given the US’s current structural weakness we 
must turn to another to replace Washington as the 
global hegemon? As i contemplated these issues, i 
became overwhelmingly curious about what i will 
encounter in China, a country that everybody is 
talking about as the next superpower. 

China’s growth rate is phenomenal. Yet it is 
criticised for refusing to follow the Western model 
of electoral politics, an independent judiciary and 
a freely convertible currency. But China has its 
own way and it seems to be working for the Mid-
dle Kingdom. in fact, its restrictive currency rules 
have made China the world’s leading creditor, 
while the United States sinks ever deeper into debt. 
And while the United States sacrifices the lives of 
its soldiers in iraq and Afghanistan, the Chinese 
make money in both countries without losing a 
drop of blood. And while the U.S. is involved in 
leading the world order, which requires also fight-
ing anti-Americanism, chasing terrorists, or taking 
the offense against whoever or whatever is posing 
a threat to the U.S. or its interests, China, on the 
other hand, focuses only on growing its economy, 
not only in China, but it used the relative vacuum 
that the West left in Africa, and set up projects in 
this long-marginalized continent.

Moreover, another query that preoccupied 
my mind as i was making my way to China, was 
whether China will help Africa to be modernised 
on its own terms? On the plane i remembered Dr 
El-Baradei’s statement with reference to his request 
for political reform in Egypt.  he said “when i vis-
ited China in 1970 it was a sort of shantytowns, now 
it is competing with the most powerful country in 
the world”. Therefore, China which has inundated 
Egyptian markets with its cheap, eye-catching 
products, even islamic products like Ramadan 
lanterns, has become a source of admiration, and 
a model that makes Egyptians relive their past as 
once a great empire which emulated progress and 
development and was the envy of others like the 
Roman Empire. Perhaps what we are seeking as 
Egyptians is to restore our pride and glory and 

make ourselves great again with the Chinese assist-
ance.  

 in 1980, i watched in Egyptian TV, a docu-
mentary on China, and still remember when Dr 
Mostafa Mahmoud, a high-profile intellectual, 
said that one day the Chinese language will be the 
second language for all non-Chinese speaking for-
eigners.  But as i arrived for the first time in China, 
and after interacting with many students, profes-
sors, academics, journalists and correspondents, i 
discovered that there are mutual cultural barriers 
between China and Africa. 

For example, Chinese students complained 
about the lack of resources or outlets coming from 
Africa,    compared to Western media, especially 
regarding news on Africa itself. in China, Africa is 
represented by only three African correspondents 
while in comparison China has over 20 Xinhua news 
agency bureaus spread throughout north and Sub-
Saharan Africa, despite the fact that it is still a state 
media agency which expresses only governmental 
views. Such a lack of media resources from Africa 
may be due to the world’s marginalization of Africa 
and towards news from Africa, Africa’s relatively 
poor economy and financial resources.

Even in Egypt, the people and its media know 
little about Africa, nor do the education curricu-
lums touch on African topics or people’s lifestyles 
in Africa. Consequently, i realised that when these 
students inquired from our delegation about the 
jungles and wildlife in Africa, this is what is being 
conveyed by the mainstream media inside and out-
side China, because people in Egypt have the same 
impression.

instead, both Egyptian people and the govern-
ment  feel superior and somehow look down on 
black Africans, in contrast to Western people who 
are considered smarter, more intelligent, more 
qualified for any jobs in the country, even if they do 
not necessarily have better  qualifications. in Egypt, 
Africans are mostly ridiculed and treated inferior 
to others. 

Probably, such lack of knowledge from both 
sides stems from geographical distance, or the lack 
of media existence, compared to the Western media 
outlets stationed in both Africa and China. 

China’s sky-rocketing economic boom has had 
a major impact on all fields in China, China’s infra-
structure being more developed in some cases 
than in Europe. Such progress has been a source 
of attraction to people from different nationalities, 
and encouraged many African students to apply 
for scholarships to Chinese Universities. Dr Ahmad 
Zuwail, Egyptian American noble prize laureate 
in chemistry based in America, who, after receiv-
ing the award in 1999, became a source of pride to 
Egyptians, said in a television interview that he, as 
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Professor of Physics at the prestigious California 
institute of Technology, is very proud of Chinese 
students who are coming to complete their studies 
in the United States as they are making outstanding 
contribution there, and schools there are passion-
ately looking for Chinese students.

For that reason, i believe that these students 
going to the US and making an addition to educa-
tion there are a product of state-run Chinese schools 
in China, and consequently, these schools, although 
government controlled (a cliché in Egpyt that refers 
to low-profile schools) are much better than many 
schools in Africa. This could explain why many 
African students are enrolled in Chinese schools 
and not vice versa. 

 An Egyptian student studying in Beijing told me 
about her 8-year experience in the country where 
there are few Egyptians studying, probably due to 
the language barrier. 

She spoke about her difficulty in learning Man-
darin, and attempts to speak with a Chinese person 
even if she does not know them in order to practice 
her language skills.

She sees China as an outlet for the liberal life 
that she wants to experience and an opportunity 
to escape the social and gender strictures of Egyp-
tian society.  She feels more comfortable in China 
because of its liberal society despite it being socialist 
as she is able to move around freely, independently 
and without judgement or societal control experi-
enced by women in the Arab world. 

“Yes... The Chinese government is socialist, 
there is a black out on media outlets, you cannot 
open some websites, like Face book or You tube, 
so it sounds very much like a closed society, but 

the reality is that the government removed many 
obstacles impeding progress, and released its grip 
on romantic relationships, and this could be one 
of the reasons for the progress in China, and all 
liberal societies, people will not overburden them-
selves with complicated relationships, romantic life 
here is so simple and open ” she said.  “ As a result, 
China hosted Olympic games, became fully mod-
ern, developed, and in Egypt we failed in hosting 
the world cup, got zero, while South Africa made 
it, even at the cultural level, we failed to accomplish 
anything” she added.  

Yet, after the experience i was still not convinced 
whether Martin Jacques was accurate to predict 
that China is the next superpower. Of course it has 
a booming economy, and it is beginning to play a 
more focused role with regard to global respon-
sibilities, but there was one nagging issue that 
i felt was somehow lost in all of this talk about 
superpower status. China’s cultural outreach and 
influence does not compare to that of the US yet. 
And if Beijing wants more in this regard, then it 
needs more investment in its cultural hegemony 
as a ‘going global’ strategy, which current indica-
tions show it is beginning to realise. But for now 
more needs to be done to understand the cultural 
practices and differences between Africans and 
Chinese. And here is the role for African and Chi-
nese media to take up the opportunity.

Mr Mansour worked previously for the Japanese publi-
cation Sankei Shimbun Middle East in Cairo. He is also 
a freelance journalist for the Daily News Egypt based 
in Cairo. The Daily News  Egypt is the local division of 
the International Tribune Division.   

•  Focuses on the dialogue between Chinese   
    and African civil society organisations   
    rather than states
•  Provides new data and real insights into 
    the burgeoning relationship between  
    China and Africa 
•  notable contributions from African and 
    Chinese scholars and activists  

The deepening engagement of China in 
Africa since the end of the cold war has led 
to debates about the evolving nature of this 
relationship. Yet the focus of analysis has 
largely been confined to the interactions 
between states. Little attention has been paid 
to the growing dialogue between Chinese 
and African civil society organisations. 

This collection of essays, written by scholars and activists, explores the 
interaction between African and Chinese non-state actors and argues 
that the future of Africa-China relations rests on including such voices 
if a robust and vibrant engagement and a meaningful relationship are 
to be sustained. Chinese and African Perspectives on China in Africa 
assesses China’s activities in Africa through patterns of investment, legal 
cooperation, effects on the environment, trade, aid and labour links, 
questions of peace, security and stability, the African Union response, 
possible regulatory interventions and the future strengthening of an 
Africa–China CSO dialogue.

Order your copy from www.pambazukapress.org

Published 30 September 2010
Paperback GB pounds 16.95
978-1-906387-33-4
Pambazuka Press 
51 Cornmarket Street
Oxford OX1 3HA, UK
Tel +44 (0)1865 727006
sales@pambazukapress.org
www.pambazukapress.org
Distributed in Europe by 
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99 Wallis Road London E9 5LN 
Tel +44 (0)20 8986 4854
Fax +44 (0)20 8533 5821
orders@centralbooks.com 
Agent 
Global Book Marketing
99B Wallis Road London E9 5LN 
Tel +44 (0)20 8533 5800
info@globalbookmarketing.co.uk
Distributed in N America by 
Michigan State University Press
1405 S. Harrison Road, Suite 25
East Lansing, MI 48823-5245
Tel +1 517 355 9543 ext. 100
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Chinese and African Perspectives on China in Africa
Edited by Axel Harneit-Sievers, Stephen Marks and Sanusha Naidu
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RECEnTLY, SAnJAYA BARU, the prime minister’s 
former media advisor, sounded the alarm over how 
many indian think tanks were now dependent on 
foreign public and private institutions the World 
Bank, DFiD (UK), Oxfam and many others for 
financial support. he correctly walked away from 
the notion that these think tanks were, therefore, 
“captured” by the foreign institutions.

But a more nuanced worry is in order. Funding 
does constrain what you will do: this is simply a 
matter of prudence, not of being “bought”. i will 
give one personal example. i was on the board of 
an important indian ngO which deals with trade 
issues. This ngO was fully sympathetic to myriad 
writings by me and professors Arvind Panagariya 
and T n Srinivasan, among others, warning how 
the demands to include labour standards in trade 
treaties and institutions were tantamount to “export 
protectionism” (in the sense of seeking to raise the 
cost of production abroad to moderate competi-
tion). We had forcefully argued that these demands 
must be rejected as being driven by labour unions 
in the West, which were wrongly fearful of trade 
with the developing countries.

having been funded by foreign agencies which 
wanted them to work with foreign think tanks, 
the indian ngO had organised a seminar on the 
subject in Washington DC, under joint auspices 
with Carnegie. it wanted me to play a prominent 
role, but it had to agree to my being downgraded 
because Carnegie had embraced the protectionist 
agenda on labour standards. With foreign funding, 
both current and prospective, the indian ngO felt 
that it had little choice and sought my indulgence. 
i resigned over the incident from the ngO, only to 
return later as i saw the difficulty in which foreign 
funding had placed its able director. he had integ-
rity; he was penitent. But he had to be prudent or 
his ngO would be financially crippled.

i have also worked with foreign ngOs such as 
SA8000, which certifies firms for corporate social 
responsibility (CSR). But the specific choice by 
SA8000 of what defines CSR is not necessarily what 
indian businesses should buy into, especially on 
demands such as the payment of a “living wage” 
which are likely to harm, rather than help, the 
assault on poverty in india. So, one would expect 
the indian corporate sector, working with indige-
nous ngOs (which are usually small and focussed 
unlike gigantic ngOs like Oxfam which go eve-
rywhere like the BP oil spill) and economists, to 
develop and push labelling that reflects views on 
CSR that reflect indian constraints and objectives.

But neither the corporate sector nor the govern-
ment has done this. Meanwhile, do not be deluded 
that SA8000 has not received US governmental and 
corporate aid.

i have long argued, therefore, that the indian gov-
ernment and corporate sector also should support 
our own ngOs and think tanks which then do not 
have to be overwhelmed by foreign-headquartered 
ngOs and foundations which inevitably reflect 
different perspectives. To win in a duel, you have to 
make sure that you do not use a knife against some-
one armed with a pistol. if the arguments of foreign 
foundations, think tanks and ngOs, which also 
have a compliant western press use your google to 
see that the new York Times has run only one story, 
by Celia Dugger when i complained to her, on how 
labour standards in trade treaties are considered by 
the developing countries to be a protectionist threat 
are to be met successfully, we better support our 
own ngOs and think tanks.

This also means that the government must do 
more to draw in our ngOs and think tanks when it 
goes to negotiate at international meetings.

Typically, US delegations draw on several 
stakeholders and informed experts. With rare 
exceptions, the government of india permits only 
business institutions like Cii and now FiCCi, to join 
it. i was at the famous 1999 Seattle meeting of the 
WTO that erupted into protests. i was in the streets 
and in debates at the Town hall with Ralph nader 
and others, and on panels set up by WTO. But i was 
not consulted once by the official delegation. We 
typically go handicapped into international nego-
tiations with just our bureaucrats: they are a fine lot 
but they are not supermen.

Since eminent indians in many fields are settled 
abroad, it is good to see that the prime minister has 
also now started drawing on their talents more for-
mally, strengthening the government’s expertise in 
turn. i and Professor Srinivasan were drawn upon 
by him in 1993 to write a report on ‘india’s Reforms: 
next Steps’ for the finance ministry. This was prob-
ably the only major initiative since my being drawn 
in, when i was working in india, to write a report 
on india’s trade policy and necessary reforms in 
1966: a memorable dividend being that i was taken 
to see the then prime minister, indira gandhi, to 
talk about my report!

Today, the prime minister has set up the global 
Advisory Council, drawing on overseas indians in 
different fields. Minister Kapil Sibal is also engaged 
in several commendable steps to strengthen our 
capabilities in higher education, drawing care-
fully on possibilities of scholarly collaboration with 
foreign universities. One can only applaud these 
initiatives.
*  The writer is university professor, economics and law, 
at Columbia University.
This article was first released on the following website: 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/opinion/edit-
page/Expanding-Indias-Expertise/articleshow/6382488.
cms

COMMentARy

Expanding india’s Expertise
Jagdish Bhagwati
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China’s New Role in Africa by ian Taylor
Hayley Herman

AT FiRST gLAnCE, the chapter titles of Prof ian 
Taylors latest book China’s new Role in Africa 
indicate a focus on the most topical and debated 
subjects within the field of Sino-Africa engage-
ment including China’s engagement in Africa’s 
energy and manufacturing sector, human rights, 
arms trade and peacekeeping on the continent. Of 
particular importance is the introductory chapter 
emphasizing the need to determine the concepts 
of generalised terms such as “China”, “Africa” and 
“China-Africa relations”. This first chapter puts 
the engagement in context, in terms of political 
and economic relations, as well as China’s devel-
opment assistance to Africa but more importantly 
it puts the subsequent chapters in perspective. it 
makes the reader aware of the nuances involved 
in researching the current relations between China 
and Africa, and points to the need to understand 
the many complexities involved in the often gen-
eralised debates surrounding China’s activities in 
Africa.

A number of points are constantly reinforced and 
become clear throughout the book.  The chapters 
explain the complexities and evolving engagement 
between various Chinese and African actors. identi-
fying activities of Chinese government and private 
engagement including China’s policy responses 
resulting from this engagement shows the evolving 
nature of the relationship, and the importance of 
understanding the challenges of the state in Africa 
as well as the role it has, and will, play in the future 
development of relations between the two sides. in 
particular this is brought forward within the con-
text of China’s non-interference policy in Africa.

The activities of various Chinese and African 
stakeholders in this engagement result in the mis-

interpretation of these activities as well as the role 
and responsibilities of government in this relation-
ship. in particular, the responsibilities of African 
governments and the indivisible nature of public 
and private sectors in Africa are highlighted as keys 
to understanding the process in the African con-
text. The multi-faceted relationship in the chapter 
three, focusing on the textile manufacturing sector 
in nigeria and South Africa, explains that a com-
prehensive understanding of the role of domestic 
policy for example is needed.

The author makes clear the intention to provide 
a “balanced appraisal of China’s engagement in 
Africa” (pg 3) while focusing on many of the areas 
that are often sensationalised in media. As noted by 
the author, “China” is often subjected to the blame 
game resulting from simplified and often superfi-
cial reports of the effects of Chinese actors in Africa. 
instead, the author provides an assessment of vari-
ous aspects of Chinese engagement with Africa 
based on extensive field research, interviews and 
literature to provide a rich and comprehensive 
understanding of this engagement. 

An interesting point is noted in the concluding 
chapter where the author states that “civil society 
must play a crucial role in the new engagement 
with China” (pg 183). This is perhaps of particular 
relevance within the evolving relationship between 
Chinese and African actors and a topic that will 
warrant further detailed attention.

The book is a valuable source of information for 
anyone seeking a better understanding of the com-
plexities of Chinese activities on the continent and 
an excellent contribution to the growing body of 
literature on this subject. 
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Steering Committee meeting of Joint Africa-China 
research and Academic Exchange Programme:  
28-30 march 2011, Nairobi, Kenya

CoDESriA Press release

AFRiCAn SChOLARS inTERESTED in the grow-
ing relations between their continent and China, 
will have a chance to debate this important topic 
at a meeting scheduled for March 28-30th 2011 in 
nairobi, Kenya.

“it is high-time to involve the African scholars in 
this process, along with their Chinese counterparts,” 
says Professor Osita C. Eze, Director general of 
the nigerian institute of international Affairs, and 
one of the scholars promoting the project on July 
10th 2010 at a meeting between African scholars in 
Dakar. “if Africa has to become a global player we 
need to know and enable African policy-makers to 
know better who our interlocutors of other coun-
tries and regions of the world are,” adds Dr. Ebrima 
Sall, Executive Secretary of CODESRiA; the lead-
ing pan-African social science research council and 
think-tank.

The nairobi event has been proposed by a Pro-
visional Steering Committee (PSC), in an attempt 
to lend continental legitimacy to the nascent dia-
logue between African and Chinese scholars. The 
PSC represents a group of African scholars who 
attended the launch ceremony in Beijing, March 
31st 2010, of a Joint Africa-China Research and 
Academic Exchange Program. This Joint Program 
is one of the innovative measures adopted by the 
4th Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), 
which is the main inter-governmental platform 
between China and Africa, held in Sharm-El-Sheik, 
Egypt, last november.

At the Beijing launch ceremony, African scholars 
supported the proposed mechanism of coopera-
tion with their Chinese colleagues, yet called for 
wide consultation with their peers in the continent 
to ensure broad acceptance of the project across 
the continent. This decision was reached during 
a private meeting of the African caucus attend-
ing the Beijing ceremony. it was also agreed that 
the PSC would meet in Dakar, at the invitation of 
CODESRiA, to discuss the future direction and 
ventures of the new joint institutional mechanism.

Against this background, the Dakar meeting 
aimed to convene the pan-African gathering of 
African scholars and think-tanks working on China-
Africa relations. Members of the PSC, in addition 
to Eze and Sall, have been drawn from the various 
regions of the continent, including: James Shik-
wati, Director of the nairobi-based inter-Region 
Economic network; Scarlett Cornelissen, interim 
Director of the Centre for Chinese Studies at Stel-
lenbosch University in South Africa; Adama gaye, 
Senegalese journalist and China-Africa Specialist; 
Professor Mohamed Salih, of the institute of Social 

Studies  at Leiden University in the netherlands; 
Dr. Stephen ngwanza, of the institute of interna-
tional Relations of Cameroon; and Dr. Mohamed 
Benamou, Director of the Center of Strategic Stud-
ies of Rabat, Morocco.

Close to thirty African scholars took part in the 
Beijing ceremony, along with representatives of 
the African diplomatic community. in addition, 
Angola’s Joao Manuel Bernardo, the Acting Dean 
of the African Diplomatic Corps, addressed the 
gathering. Also present were representatives of 
the Chinese Follow-up Committee of the Forum on 
China Africa Cooperation and dozens of Chinese 
scholars, including Professor Yang guang, Director-
general of the institute of West Asian and African 
Studies, of the China Academy of Social Sciences. 
The event was chaired by Wu Bangguo, an influ-
ential member of the China State Council and of 
the Politburo of the Chinese Communist Party. The 
event was supervised by Ambassador Lu Shaye , 
Director general of China’s Foreign Ministry, and 
Secretary general of FOCAC.

The Forum on China Africa Cooperation was 
established in 2000, and has witnessed a rapid 
growth in economic relations between China 
and Africa. Yet in recent years, there has been an 
increased call for an African conceptual response 
to the challenges and opportunities associated 
with China’s engagement with the continent. Such 
emerging academic dialogue is recognised to 
shown important perspectives. 

The nairobi conference, March 28-30th 2011, will 
focus on the theme: Towards a new Africa-China 
Partnership. it will include the formal launching of 
a Pan-African Forum for Research and Dialogue on 
Africa-China Relations, in collaboration with Chi-
nese academic institutions. it will seek to build a 
strong knowledge base on Africa-China relations 
within Africa, in order to support African policy 
makers in their engagement with China and the 
FOCAC. 

ResOuRCes AnD lInks

CoNTACTS:

For further information about this event, 
please contact:

Ebrima Sall - Executive Secretary
Council for the Development of 
Social Science Research in Africa 
(CODESRIA)
Avenue Cheikh Anta Diop,
B.P. 3304 Dakar, Senegal 

Tel : +221-33 824 03 74
Fax : +221-33 824 12 89
Email : executive.secretary@codesria.sn
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Call for Proposals and Applications 
 
Chinese journalists to participate in African 
exchange programme

ThE JOURnALiSM DEPARTMEnT of the Univer-
sity of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, South 
Africa, is offering six Chinese journalists a 2-3 week 
study and work opportunity in Africa.

if you are a journalist interested in China-Africa 
issues, we are offering funding and logistical sup-
port to visit Johannesburg and then travel to an area 
of interest elsewhere in Africa to conduct research 
and produce and article or series of stories for pub-
lication or broadcast in China-based media.

We are offering:

• 2-3 week study and work tour to Africa
• Attendance at Power Reporting: The African  
 investigative Journalism Conference in Johan 
 nesburg from 1-3 november 2010
• The opportunity to travel anywhere in Africa  
 to investigate a story that would be of interest  
 to a Chinese audience
• Paid airfares, accommodation, conference 
 fees, orientation tour, visas and food

Applicants should have:

• A minimum of 3-5 years experience as a 
 journalist
• Relative fluency in English (stories can be writ 
 ten in Chinese)
• Affiliation to a media outlet or a reasonable  
 expectation that work will be published
• A valid passport
• Permission from employer to travel for a mini 
 mum of two weeks from end October 2010

Please submit a brief proposal in English outlin-
ing a story you wish to cover in Africa. The topic 
could be related to China-Africa relations, but 
should be of interest to a Chinese readership. The 
grant covers travel to any part of Africa to enable 
research on the ground.

• Outline the background to a story or issues  
 you would like to research and report on  
 within Africa
• Provide 2-3 examples of published work

Send your application with all your contact 
information to Brigitte Read, Project Manager, 
Journalism Department, University of the Witwa-
tersrand at email: africa-china@journalism.co.za to 
reach us by 20 September 2010.

Conferences and Workshops 
 
China in Africa, Sino-mozambican relations at a 
crossroads- 9 September 2010

inSTiTUTO DE ESTUDOS Sociais e Economicos 
(iESE) and the South African institute of interna-
tional Affairs (SAiiA) co-hosted a conference held 
in Maputo, Mozambique.
 Information on the conference can be found at the 
following link: http://www.saiia.org.za/component/
registrationpro/event/208/China-in-Africa--Sino-
Mozambican-relations-at-a-crossroads

recent Publications & New reports
Special edition of African and Asian Studies 

A SPECiAL EDiTiOn (Volume 9, number 3, August 
2010) of African and Asian Studies, guest edited by 
Dr Yoon Jung Park has been released.  The edition 
focuses on China in Africa and further information 
can be found at the following link: 
http://www.brill.nl/aas 

China’s Exceptionalism in Africa: from rhetorical to 
Substantive Difference?

Written by Chris Alden and Dan Large, 
25 August 2010
Article can be accessed at: http://www.saiia.org.za/
diplomatic-pouch/china-s-exceptionalism-in-africa-
from-rhetorical-to-substantive-difference.html

impacts of mining on the local populations and the 
environment in Haut-ogooué

gABOnESE ngO, BRAinFOREST, has released 
a new report that assesses the impact that mining, 
namely uranium and manganese mines, has on the 
country’s environment and the devastation thereof 
on the livelihoods and health risks this poses for 
local communities living around these mines. For a 
summary of the report read: 
http://www.internationalrivers.org/en/node/5781

Useful Websites

india-Africa Connect: 
http://indiaafricaconnect.in/ 
The website also provides access to Africa Quarterly 
which offers current updates on India-Africa relations, 
published by the Indian Council on Cultural Relations.

Macau hub: 
http://www.macauhub.com./
A valuable portal of information on China’s relation-
ship with Portuguese speaking countries.  
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Africa-China NGo Dialogue

TOgEThER WiTh ThE China ngO network or 
international Exchanges (CniE) and in cooperation 
with the African People’s Dialogue and the Africa 
and the global South unit under the Democracy, 
governance and Service Delivery programme at the 
human Sciences Research Council based in Cape 
Town, the Fahamu Emerging Powers in Africa Pro-
gramme recently co-hosted an Africa-China ngO 
Dialogue held on 19 August in Cape Town, South 
Africa. 

Seminar on Capacity Building for Non-
governmental organizations of Developing 
Countries

MS hAYLEY hERMAn, Programme Officer, 
participated in the programme sponsored by the 
Chinese Ministry of Commerce, and organised 
by the China ngO network for international 
Exchanges (CniE) in Beijing from 28 June-17 July 
2010. The programme included participation in a 
China-Africa ngO seminar co-hosted by CniE and 
the institute of African Studies, Zhejiang normal 
University titled The Role of China Africa ngOs in 
implementing the Millennium Development goals 
of the United nations at Zhejiang normal Univer-
sity from 14-15 July 2010.

Professional Program for leadership of Friendship-
to-China organizations in Africa

MS hAYLEY hERMAn, Programme Officer, 
attended the programme as an observer. The visit 
was sponsored by the Chinese Ministry of Com-
merce, and organised by The Chinese People’s 
Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries 
(CPAFFC) in Beijing from 16-29 June 2010. The pro-
gramme included participation in the 2nd FOCAC 
Seminar on China-Africa ngOs held in Beijing on 
22 June 2010.

Book launch of Prof Deborah Bräutigam’s  
The Dragon’s Gift: The Real Story of China in Africa

ThE FAhAMU EMERging Powers in Africa Pro-
gramme co-hosted the book launch with the South 
African institute for international Affairs (SAiiA) 
Western Cape Branch on 26 May 2010 at the insti-
tute for Security Studies in Cape Town, South 
Africa. Prof Bräutigam provided a comprehensive 
overview of the content of her book, following her 
extensive field research in Africa and China. Fur-
thermore she emphasized that China’s engagement 
in Africa has been informed by China’s own expe-
riences engaging with Japan on its development 

path. Additional insights and further information 
on the book can be found on Prof Bräutigam’s blog 
available at the following link:
http://www.chinaafricarealstory.com/  

African journalist study tour to Beijing

ORgAniSED BY ThE Fahamu Emerging Powers 
in Africa Programme, four African journalists were 
selected to participate in a study tour to Beijing 
from 26-30 April. The participating journalists have 
maintained linkages with networks established 
since the tour, producing a number of articles for 
publication in ChinAfrica magazine. An overview 
of the study tour can be found at the following 
link:
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/africa_
china/64235 

Special symposium at Syracuse University- Africa 
and China in the 21st Century: The Search for a 
mutually Beneficial relationship

ThE FAhAMU EMERging Powers in Africa Pro-
gramme co-hosted the special symposium with 
the Africa initiative of Syracuse University, held 
at Syracuse University, new York from 8-10 April 
2010. A summary of proceedings can be found at 
the following link:
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/africa_
china/65425 

Conference/Workshop Attendance

China-Africa Civil Society Forum on Peace and 
Development

MS SAnUShA nAiDU attended and presented 
at the Forum, jointly hosted by Saferworld (UK) 
and the Chinese People’s Association for Peace and 
Development and the African Peace Forum, in Bei-
jing from the 2-4 June 2010. A workshop report can 
found at the following link:
 http://www.saferworld.org.uk/smartweb/media/news-
article/492

launch of Joint Africa-China research and academic 
exchange programme

MS SAnUShA nAiDU, Research Director, 
attended and presented at the launch of the pro-
gramme in Beijing from 30-31 March 2010. Further 
details on the programme can be found at the fol-
lowing link: http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/
africa_china/63705 

PROgRAMMe ACtIVItIes
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Call for Applications:  
Journalist Study Tour to india 2010

 ThE FAhAMU EMERging Powers in Africa 
Programme is pleased to announce a call for appli-
cations for its Journalist Study Tour to india. Four 
successful applicants will be chosen to participate 
in a 6 day study tour. African media professionals 
in print, broadcast, radio and online fora through-
out Africa are encouraged to apply for this study 
tour. African lecturers from journalism schools 
and media programmes on the continent may also 
apply.

1. introduction

There is a growing need for independent inquiry 
and investigation into the engagement of india in 
Africa from African media sources- this as media 
coverage has been largely dominated and influ-
enced by Western media reports.  This becomes 
particularly important as indian corporate inter-
est, aid, bilateral trade and investment in Africa 
continues to grow. Furthermore, india will host the 
forthcoming india Economic Summit in november 
2010, while the second india-Africa Forum Summit 
will take place in Africa in 2011 following the first 
Summit concluded in April 2008 in india. These 
events will provide important outcomes related 
to both india and Africa’s development path, with 
consequences relevant to both Africans and indi-
ans alike. Within this context the need for greater 
collaboration and interaction amongst African and 
indian media will become ever more pertinent.

The Fahamu Emerging Powers in Programme 
is therefore pleased to announce a call for appli-
cations for its Journalist Study Tour to india. Four 
successful applicants will be chosen to participate 
in a study tour to india that aims to:

- Strengthen the capacity of African media com 
 mentators on india’s engagement with Africa
- Facilitate greater understanding of perceptions of  
 india in Africa, and vice versa
- Expand on knowledge amongst African media  
 of india’s political, economic, societal and media  
 landscape
- Create an opportunity for African media 
 organisations and journalism schools to   
 develop long-term relationships, collaborations  
 and exchanges with representatives from indian  
 media organisations and institutions
- Provide a platform to facilitate the implementa- 
 tion of capacity building projects and greater  
 media coverage amongst African media on 
 india’s activities in Africa
- include greater media participation in 
 discussions and advocacy in india and in Africa  
 about india’s role in Africa
-  include visits to various indian media organi- 
 sations, associations, research institutes and jour 
 nalism schools. 

2. Call for Applications

Media professionals in print, broadcast, radio and 
online fora throughout Africa are encouraged to 
apply for this study tour. Lecturers from journal-
ism schools and media programmes in Africa may 
also apply. Applicants must:

- Provide frequent reports to their national,   
 regional, or local print media, radio, television  
 channels or online fora on topics related to 
 india’s activities in Africa; or lecture at a jour 
 nalism school or training programme at a higher  
 education institution in Africa
- have 8- 10 years experience as a journalist or  
 journalism lecturer
- Be fluent in English
- have a valid passport and comply with their  
 country’s visa criteria for travel to india.

The following costs will be reimbursed:

-  Return ticket, economy class to india
-  Accommodation in india for the duration of 
 study tour,
-  Visa costs,
-  Meals and transport for duration of study tour.

The study tour will take place in november 2010.

Applications close on 24 September 2010 and 
successful applicants will be notified by end of Sep-
tember 2010. 

3. requirements

All applications are to be submitted electronically 
and must include:

- A current resume including professional work  
 history
- A 500 word article on a topic that is currently  
 relevant to the india-Africa engagement
- A brief proposal in English outlining a story you  
   wish to cover in Africa related to Africa-india  
 relations and that will be of interest to your 
 target audience
- A letter of recommendation from your 
 organisation head/faculty head . if journalist 
 applicants are not employed directly 
 through a media organisation, please provide  
 a letter of support from the organisation to 
 which you are affiliated, including your 
 relationship to the organisation
- A letter, signed by your (affiliate) organisation or  
 faculty head, motivating how participation in the  
 study tour will benefit your professional work 
 and the work of your organisation. This should  
 include an action plan detailing how your 
 experience in india will be incorporated into  
 further capacity building and knowledge 
 development within your organisation/
 journalism school in the three months following  
 completion of the study tour
- Provide samples of three or four professional  
 pieces of written work/manuscripts that have 
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 been printed or broadcast in the last 12 months; 
 or an outline of courses taught if a lecturer in a  
 journalism school/programme.
- Please ensure that all documents are 
 compressed and/or zipped in compressed files to  
 ensure all applications can be uploaded.

4. Concluding remarks

A contract will be signed by participants 
requiring the following obligations to be met 
following conclusion of the tour: 
- Produce a commentary piece for the Fahamu  
 Emerging Powers in Africa newsletter based  
 on their experience in india incorporating topical  

 issues related to Africa-india relations 
- Make regular contributions on civil society issues  
 for publication in the Fahamu Emerging Powers  
 in Africa newsletter 
- Provide a follow up report detailing the imple 
 mentation and outcomes of a capacity building  
 activity completed through the participants  
 (affiliate) organisation or journalism school   
 within three months of completing the study  
 tour. 

Please direct all queries and applications to:
Ms Hayley Herman - Programme Officer
Emerging Powers in Africa Programme
Email: hayley@fahamu.org 

Emerging Powers in Africa programme is a project of Fahamu
www.fahamu.org 

uk office:  
2nd floor, 51 Cornmarket Street, oxford oX1 3Ha  

tel: + 44 (0)1865 727006   
Fax: + 44 (0)1865 727909  email: info@fahamu.org 

Fahamu Ltd company limited by guarantee no. 4241054  Fahamu trust registered charity no. 1100304

Fahamu kenya:  
Po Box 47158, 00100 gPo, nairobi, kenya 

tel: +254 (0)20 3749346  email: infokenya@fahamu.org   
Fahamu Ltd registered in kenya no. F15/2006

Fahamu Sa trust:  
c/o 27a esher St,  

Claremont, 7708, Cape town, South africa 
tel: +27 21 683 1613   

email: info@fahamu.org.za  Fahamu Sa trust registered in South africa no. it372/01

Fahamu Senegal:  
9 Cité Sonatel 2, PoB 25021, dakar-Fann, dakar, Senegal  

tel/fax: +221 867 50 65   
email: infosenegal@fahamu.org


