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A hundred years is but a second il viewed from
the background of the evolution of society.
it is a long time for the man in the street.

If we could put ourselves outside
the Sccialist movement for a moment,
and vlew that movement from the
point of view of a detached spec-
tator, we might be able to survey the
events of the past century and arrive
at conelusions which are not colored
by our own bias, which do not par-
take of our hopes and apprehensions.
But this is impossible, We, just as all
mther movements, have created our
own illusions, We think that the
Socialist approach is less biassed than
any other—but we do not claim that
it is “unbiassed.” The only unbiassed
men are dead men.

But, recoghizing this, we can all
the same attempt to glance at the
last hundred years and try to work
olit what exactly has happened to
what is known as the “Labor Move-
ment". By realising that one is pre-
Judiced, ome can help te partly over-
come those prejudices.

DIVISIONS.

There have been four main ten-
dencies in the “Left” during the past
centur; First in historical import-
ance and in strength = of numbers
come the Social Democratic and ia-
hor Parties. Secondly, running them
2 close rival, may be counted the
Communist Parties which claim 18
million members at present. Thirdly,
a number of groups which could be
labelled “Anarcho-Syndicalist” have
played an important part. They have
not, in comparison with the first two
£roups, been very strong, yet were
able to attract considerable numbers
of workers in the heyday of the IWwW,
of Sorel, and of the Spanish Anarch-
ists. Fourth, numerically mnever very
significant and with little influence on
the theories of the mass parties, we
may group what is usually ealled the
“Ultra Lefts”. This would include
the Spartacist movement, the German
Communist Workers' Party (KAPD.)
and a large number of different
groups in Holland, France, Italy, and
the USA. (Rosa Luxemburg occupies
a special position and can't be “labell-
ed.”) As for ourselves, and our com-
panion parties, we occupy a rather
pecullar position in the sense that we
cannot be fitted in any of the main
divisions. As far as our theories are
concerned, they can, in the main, be
traced directly to Marx and Engels,
but we have added much that is our
own and cannot be found in any of
Marx's works., With the Social Demo-
crats of the 1820's we have in com-
mon the insistence that the Russian
revolution was not a Socialist, but a

A

But | Vel 14, No. 6.

e Penny, |

FEERUARY, 1948

bourgeois one. Sections of the Social

Democrats used to  emphasize the
importance of Democracy. Especially
we can find this in the work af

Kautsky.  In that respect we agree
with his theorles, but reject this re-
formism and false conception of So-
cialism. With the Communist Parties,
and theit mates out of a job, the
Trotskyites, we have nothing at all
in common. While we agree with the
Anarchists and the Ultra-Lefts on
the importance of “control from be-
low"”, we reject their suicidal tactics
and their Utopian belief that all the
evils of humanity can be traced to
the existence of the State. Some
Anarchists, though not all of the
more recent ones, have advocated
theories very close to Bolshevism and
totalitarianism. As for the Ultra Left
groups, which are being revived in
Europe today., many of them agree
with us that the emancipation of the
workers, if it Is ever to be achieved,
must be done by the workers them-
selves. While some of them fancy
themselves as new ‘“vanguards”, gth-
ers mgree with us that no smsll group

of clever leaders can drag behind
them a mass of wunenlightened fol-
lowers and thus achieve Socialisma.

Most of the Ultra-Lefts reject Parli-
amentary methods and rely cn a r
terious “spontaneity” of the m
Such tactics can only ‘lead to
illusions and consequent failure

ROLE OF LPF AND CP.

As far as success can be me
by numbers, and by the achieven
of power, it is the Labor and C
munist Parties which have been suc-
cessful. The Labor Parties believe
that the present system can he run
for the benefit of the workers with-

new

out altering radieally the b of
the system and abolishing the rela-
tions of wage labor and capital By
piecemeal reforms they hope fto  re-

move poverty, exploitation and war.
Though nominally demoeratic, they
are, when in power, forced to adoot

more and more undemocratic  atti-
tudes, because, in reality, they aim
at a State Capitalist economy. We
shall come back to this point in a
moment.

The Communist Farties, on the
other hand, while they also support

moves to reform capitalism when it
suits their “line”, fundamentally alm
at the overthrow of the present rul-

ing class by whatever means expe-
diency demands. BUT THEY DO
NOT AIM AT SOCIALISM OR
INISM, THEY DO NOT AIM

SH A CLASSLESS S0-

CIETY. Rather do they fancy them-
selves as the new ruling class of the
future. Both their aims and their
methods are completely undemocratic
and they are little more than the
rr]mulhlswce of the Russian exploiting
class.

Wherever Labor  Parties  have
achieved power, they have been in-
capable of making any changes in
the capitalist system which would
have abolished the status of the wor-
kers as an exploited cla a  class
that has no real control of society.
‘What they have achieved, I £
is to hasten the process towards what

we call, for want of a better name,
“State Capitalism™.

‘Wherever the Comi Parties
hs have done

e come to power,

the same thing, onl
viclently. In both ca:
composition of the ruling clas:
been changed. and the mean

which it controls the ruled class b
been modernised.

In both cases the workers, the ruled
have found that they
ly off, if not worse off, t
fore. They have been told
again that their

cl.

leaders W
after them, that there is no
them to exercise their own
that everything will be o
garden, if only they trust their
ers. And just as regularly, they
listened and have been foole

“STATE CAPITALISM™

have

In fact, it Is by mnow abung
clear, that the past <100 vears Dav
been a century which showed more
and more the trend tow State
Capitalism. State Capitalism means
that the individual capit is  no
longer free to act as he

interests are subordina
terests of the eapital
whale. He is told w
vest, and what, he is told
dustries are regarded as
which are not Th

“In the long run men hit only what they aim at, therefore
though they should fail immediately, they had better aim
at something high."—Thoreau.




many others
belief with-
al fact. Be-
be hellishly

Is quite
hose who cannaot

“gecurity'’
ﬂm Quite apart

its very begin-
revolution, and
\ must lead to
. Can we beat our
| you that we have
seen  that the
evists (“‘professional
trol by an elite—
coupled with the
ussia, must lead to
A

p’
of these things,

‘been to the same

sition today, where,
r the “Manifesto™
“the beglnmm

our heads again :
ms, myths and
that the wall

nothing at all
same argy-
vad

q}e concept
volutionary

\propaganda wrongly.  Alterna-
) 1t clalmed that Socialists
dously, and badly, underesti-
maturity and adaptability
alism, whlch for thoso- whio
5 view, ha: L & great future
in its Slalu controlled form.
none of the above may be the
may be the case that the
between economic de“!]np..
d fdeas is simply
than Marx believed
by factors
to economics at
ediate task, then would be
‘show that the fallure of
; propaganda can be traced to
“old reasons usually given
f opinion industry by the
ete, etc.) or if this theory
0 longer prove satisfactory,
investigate all other alterna-

_mgree with Lucien Laurcat who
“Marxism is not a dogma at
is a method of investigation.
that the conditions of our day

bly from those studied

what are the new problems
temporary Marxism has to
‘They certainly cannet be
y.rzum; off a few quotations

again: “A Marxist cannot be
. unless he continually ques-
n the truths he has already
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Cuttings and
Comments

THOSE ‘INCONVENIENT' STRIKES.
‘Wea had written an Jﬁl:1r~ on the
Transport Strike, Dir Action and
the Powers Bill, hut Lnuld not fit it
ace, It will

In the meantime

Just one point: It is true ¢ the
public large section of
it. suffered discomfort and incon-
enee, from having to walk or
ork. We section”

because there’s the workers and the
capltalists — together they are the

public. It is trie that the capitalists

are not DIRECTLY hit by a transport
strike. They've got cars. The worker
usually hasn't, and gets it in the neck.
But, it must be remembered that the
employers DO get hurt—they suffer
loss of business, absenteeism, etc.
Further, the trammies were !\nt only
striking for themselves, but for all
those who haven't yet got a 5-day
week. Finally, we repeat what we
have often pointed out: Strikes ARE
displays of organized force, they are
that they are
inconvenient efthe, ) to the em-
ployers, (b) to the non-striking work-
ers who then force the Government
to try and settle the strike. In a class
there will be strikes and con-
uffering. We didn't invent
‘We don't like it.
of a society where it
. But we can't do anything
2 till the majority of workers
understand its causes and its cure.
SALESMANSHIP.
‘Within a few years there will be
so many slot machines in the UBA

that salesmanship will consist only. of
hav ng a well-polished muchlné N

from slot machines a ‘:ule(y
things ranging from ;upmg-hm meals

that will mix drinks,
clean shoes.
machines have sul.'i 100,000,000 aol
worth of goods. By 1850, say the ex-
they will be selling five times
otal” (“Age” T-1-48)
nrei is a machine that
s no longer re-
nds it to the

RY.
made more

& years than
Although an

b
Doc wouldn't stir out

the war without W.

‘Sydney Telegraph
‘Collins House Group” is a group of
ompanies with a total capital of

over £14 million. The companies are
E!!rutn yilc Zine, North Broken Hill,

Broken Hill SDIIlh.

inium, Zinc Investments, Associated

Pulp and Paper, Taranaki (N.Z.) Ol

8ix of the above again Interlock with

18 cther companies. “Virtual control

is in the hands of an inmer ring of
— Bir C. Frase

. 8. Robinson. Sir €. Fraser
died in March 1944, and don’t
know what happened to his share in
E: lonopoly” 1941, p. 15.)
The *“Doc” referred to above is af
course Dr. Evatt. once wWrote
“There had to be compromise, even
with mammon; but occassions were
multiplied, there came
- - . the gradual day
Weakening the will
Leaking the brightness away,
The lack of good to touch
fading of body and soul
Like smoke before the wind
Corrupt, unsubtantial.
("Aust. Labor Leader” p573).
SLIGHT GAP.

A New York investigation recently
chowed that a typical family of four
meeds £20/10/- a week to live in New
York “modestly only.” A fypical Mel-
bourne family, where the husband 15
a clerk in a Federal Dept. and where
there are two children, finds it needs
£8/10/- a week ‘just to live'. Necessi-
ties and a few simple luxuries eat up
this amount and leave no margin for
holidays or expenses for serious ill-
ness. erald” 23-12-47).

The interesting fact about this
family is that it is part of what is
often described as the “middle class.”
They are trying to buy a house om
the instalment system, and own a
small car. The husband has a war
pension of £1/2/6 and they get 7/8
from child endowment (weekly). Now,
what this shows is that as a nman's
Jjob gets somewhat better paid — and
especially in the case of “white collar™
workers—s0 do his ideas of a “mini-
mum standard” rise. Hence,
he gets more money, his needs
ways increase more than proportion-
ately.

We can Imagine what sort of

i g earner, on
a week could

THEY DIED IN ’l'“'l) WARS :
HOW MANY

First .aumoril.nnu statement  of
what the Second World war cost, in
lives of “military personnel” only,
has been given by United States Sec-
retary of State George C, Marshall
in an article for the Encyclopaedia
Britannica.

It was roughly twice as great as
!h»: of the First World War.

t say. In the First World
‘War, womom was the total Tt could
hardly have been I in the Second
World War, and might well have been
many more.

But no one has tried io give any
sort of an estimate of 1he ﬂuﬂh and
suffering of “non-milita we
remember that 100000 were k]]leu‘. in
one fire-raid on Tokio; that millions
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died in forced mass migrations, in
Iabour camps, in extermination eham-
bers, it would probaly not be over-
stating to put the war's total of mili-
tary and non-military deaths at
40,000,000

And, It we remember Hiroshimn
and Nogasaki, where 120000 were
killed by twoe bombs, we will get a
picture of what will be the death roll
in the Third World War, towards
which we are drifting in a state of
hopelessness.

From “Peacemaker’' Jan. 48

THE PRICE WAGE SPIRAL.
{Letter in Ape 22/1/48),

The plea for increased production
made by Bir George Wales is not
likely to convince many workers. He
states that “the present 4/- rise
would be swallowed up, and warkers
would receive no actual benefit.”

In the first placé, your leading
article admits that the worker ‘i
constantly behind in  the impossible
{ask of eatching up with living costs.”
Surely this is an admission that what
we have is a price-wage spiral, “and
The 4/ increase is
supposed to compensate for price in-
creases  which have already taken
place. It is therefore not retrospective.

Secondly, President Trueman re-
cently stated that U.S. production had
risen by 76 per cent. as compared
with the 1935-8 average. Yet Ameri-
can prices are still soaring and real
wages are declining. How, then, can
jncreased production be a remedy
for high prices?

Thirdly, a report put out by the
American Labor Research Association
shows that while the real wages of
the American workers had risen by
T2 per cent. in the period from 1899-
1046, their relative wages (ie, real
wages divided by their output) had
declined by 31 per cent. in th® same
period. In other words, the riore
they produce the worse they w
in_ relation to their production.

CORRECTION: A printer's error in
the front page quote of the January
issue, turned the working class from
an “oppressed” into an “oppressor’

PRESS FUND:

OUR FINANCES ARE IN A PER-
MANENTLY ROCKY STATE. HELP
TO KEEP THIS FAPER, WHICH I8
RUN AT A LOSS, GOING BY
SENDING US A REGULAR DONA-
TION! THANKS!

EXCHANGES.

We like to read all points of view,
and are glad to exchange with any
publishing in  English, French or

erman. Send papers to SPA, PO,
Box 1440-M., Melb.

Receivel. — Australia
Socialist  League News, Workers
Councils, The Soclalist; England
Direct Actlon, Freedom, Socialist Ap-

Peacemaker,

peal;  France: Internationalisme;

Bwitzerland: Spartakus; USA: In-

dustrial workers: Sth. Africa: Europe
Tomorrow.
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“Nationalisation or q\)r.lalwm” " 10d.
“Labor Govt. and Socialism”  7d.

“Questions of the Day" 172,
“Family Allowances” 4d.
“Federal Union Debate” Gd.

“The Gotha Program” (Marx) 6d.
“Money Must Go!® (Philorem) 2/-

COMPANION PARTIES
S.P.of Canada

P.0. Box 1751, Winnipeg, Man.
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2 Rugby St., London,
S.F. of New Zealand.

P.0. Box 62, Petone, N.Z.
Workers S.P. of U.S.
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“Soclalist Comment” 2/8 (NZ.:. L&

“Soclalist Standard

“Western Socialist” 7/ (NZ.: 8/8)
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'BCY and "WBP 8/6 (NG T/6)
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SPECIAL OFFER.
ALL THREE PAPERS, 12/-

X MARKS THE SPOT.

It there’s a cross against any
the above, your sub. has EXPIRED
Please renew atb once.
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LECTURES

MELBOURNE.
To be announced

Other  Tuesdays Branch
BMeetings. Open to Public
All activitles at: Temper-
ance Hall, Russell Street, 8

1; p.m,

Lectures advertized “Age,’
Saturday, “Meetings"”
Colummn.
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NEW ZEALAND.,
Auckland: CPO Box 1929 §

Meets 3rd  Sunday in
month, 730, at 37 Mont-
rose St., Pt. Chevalier.
Petone: Watch local Pres
All Lectures, eic., free. Ques-
tions, Discussion.  Come
along!

AUSTRALIAN BRANCHES.

EP.A—SYDNEY: PO. Dox
a1, GPO
§PA—MELBOURNE:
Box 1440-M.
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prnnucm and distributing wealth by and in the interest of
communii y
The Socialist Partles of Australla and Mew Zealand held: mnnuhol:
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