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ONE PENNY

POLITICS IN PALESTIN.

“The explosion at the King
David Hotel is a grim reminder
that with or withoui 100,000 im-
migrants, the problem of Palestine
will remain as urgent and insol-

mble as ever” (“The FEconomist,”
Aungust 3, 1946).

As the geographieal junction of the
-ancient world of Egypt, Persia and
Ascyria, Palestine was the scene of
many conflicts. Changing their al-
legiance as often as the power of
“their neighbors changed, the inhabit-
‘ants of Palestone often backed the
Ipsers, and as a consequence suffered
exile, first under the Pharohs of
Egypt and then under the Assyrians
cand Perslans, Undoubtedly, it was
only a fraction of the population that
was exiled, such as leaders and a
number captured as slaves, the vast
majority remained at their agricul-
tural pursuits. It was under the Ro-
man rule of Emperor Hadrian that
Jerusalem was utterly destroyed in
AD. 135 and the Jews of Palestine
were dispersed all over the globe.

Wherever the Jews sefiled in the
Medieval world they became the poli-
tical scapegoats, persecuted and mass-
acred from time fo time and restrict-
ed to moneylending. and old clothes
and rag trading by edicts of Popes
and monarchs. The effect of this
‘persecution and ostracism was to
force the Jews to cling to the one
‘belief they had in common—their na-
tionakstic religions beliefs. They were
the Chosen People, and for the last
\2000 vears at the Passover Jews have
sald, “Next year in Jerusalem.” This
s the germ Zionism which began
to mature at the end of the nine-
teenth century.

“Political Parties"

The Zionist Movement was founded
in 1895 by Dr. Theodore Herzel, and
at the first congress held in 1897 at
Basle where the policy of “the estab-
lishment in Palestine of a national
hemé for the Jewish people,” was de-
clared, Dr. Herzel tried in vain to
interest Turkey, Germany and Bri-
tain in the aim of Zionism; Britain,
however, offered Uganda in place of
Palestine, an offer which was rejected
at the Zionist Congress of 1905. A
Jewish State in Palestine with the
continuance of an Arab minority was
considered the only feasible plan by
the majority of Zionists, whilst a
minority advocated the transfer of the
Arabs to the deserts of Arabia.

The Zionist Movement s divided in-

groups: ocratie
Histadruth, which s the

faction, and also a religlous wing. The
fascist wing, the Revisionists, who ape
the Nazls in such antics as wearing
brown shi

the agricultural goods of the Arabs,
and the maintenance of a private
army, broke away from the main or-
ganization in 193¢ and formed the
New Zionist Organisation.

The Arabs conguered Palestine in
the Seventh Century and after four
centuries of stagnation under the de-
caying Turkish Empire an Arab na-
tionalist movement began to rise
parallel with the Jewish Nationalist
Movement towards the end of the
rineteenth ecentury, their aims being
to gain their national independence
and half the territory of the Turkish
Empire

The largest Arab organisation is the
“Palestine Arab Party,” often referred
to a8 the Mufti's party because of its
leader, Haj Emir Effendi el Husseini,
who is the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem
and also a member of one of the
large land owning families. The next
in importance is the National Defence
Party led by Rasheb Bey Nashashibi
a bitter opponent of the Mufti and
Arab terrorism

“The Teo Much Promised Land."
The Arabs, growing restless under

the Turks, sent an emissary to HKit-
chener in Egypt in February, 1914, to
ascertain Britain's attitude in case of
a war of independence of Arabs
against Turks. Kitchener did not
commit Britain to any promises, but
when World War I. broke out in Aug-
ust of the same year, with Turkey on
the German side. British agents wers
sent to make o deal with the Arabs.
The price of Arab help to the Allies
was the formation of an Arab State,
the frontiers of which included Ara-
bia proper, Iraq, Syria and Palestine
Britain excluding “certain distrietas
lying to the west of the districts of
Damascus, Honls, Hama and Aleppc
Later, after the war of course, Bri-
tain claimed that Palestine was in-
cluded amongst the exceptions. The
Arabs replied that
defended geographically
Commission Report (page
ports the Arab contention
port states “the Arabs unde
fore and after the outhrea
Hijaz Revolt in 1915, that in the
of Allied victory Palestine would ke
included in the sphere of Arab in-
dependence.” (Bold face ours.)
Britam having completed the deal
with the Arabs in 1915, entered into a
secret treaty, the Sykes-Picot treaiy

this could not be
Peel
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WAGES AND PRICES 3

@ Laiest figures supplied by

@ Prices are based on the value of goods, and price-fluctuations are
due to the law of supply and demand.

@ Capitalists are not free to raise prices as they like. They can,
however, take advantage of market conditions of short supply and
then use the excuse of higher wages to justify higher prices

@ If the capitalises could simply pass on increased wages by raising
prices at will—why do they fight tooth and nail against such in-
creases?

@ Wage-pegging is & farce. The index of refail prices on which the
basic wage is based does not include fresh fish, fruit and vege-
tables, Furthermore, prices of these goods, which also include
furniture and furnishings, have skyrocketed—but, as they are
“non-index” goods, the basic wage has not been adjusted accord-
ingly.

® Itegnis which ARE included in the index include rice, finned sal-

mon, canned fruit, sago, and dried apricots—goods which have

been unobtainable for years. 3

As for rents, the index assumes that the average house is a 4-0

roomed SHED COTTAGE, AT A RENT OF 19/- TO £1!

@ According to this lovely “index"” prites have only risen by 24 per

eent. during and after the war, and the wage has been adjusted
accordingly. ¥our, or your wife’s, experignee shows you that this
figure is incorrect.

the Commonwealth Statistician to the
Arbitration Court reveal that the total profits of all companies.
public and private. but excluding life assurance, after paymeni of
taxes, rose from £73,000,000 in 1938-9 to £85,000.000 in 1344-5. This
means an inerease in profits OF MORE THAN SIXTEEN FER
CENT.

@ As for those who argue that workers ought to fight for reduced

taxation which “would be a real increase in wages,” while an in-
crease in wages “would only lead to higher prices and Jnflation”"—
ask them, why, if Higher Wages means Higher Prices AND
creased taxation equals higher wages, decreased taxation does
mean higher prices? The argument is nonsense

THE ABOVE FACTS IN YOUR NEXT ARGUMENT
WITH YOUR MATES.

—R.¥
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PAGE THREE

. Mildura, writes: “How
people be induced to take on

e in mind aré mining, sewerage
1, all laboring work, such as
and shovel work "
swer: Boclalism will give rise to
blems of its own—there will be
tles and mistakes will be made.
e problems, however, cannot be
ved” iIn advance by Socialists to-
. We do not know In exactly what
they will arlse, nor what the
s at hand for their solution will

particular question raised. First
all, unless our correspondent be

tance from fhe ground and compresses
it to ene-third of its original volume
Transfer of garbage from the hopper
to the truck’s Interior is fully mech-
anieal.” T handles all garbage, ashes,
ete, which are fully covered in trans-
it, and rapidly unloaded by an auto-
matic mechanism on to the dump or
Into the ineinerator.

Of course, the "Sanivan” won't be
sold because It will make garbage col-
lecting less objectionable—it wil be
s0ld because it hauls more garbage
per trip and inecreases the number of
trips per operator.

The same argument applies to “plek
and shovel” work—where mechanical
scoops, ete,

Atlee tells them it would “decreass
production”  Any excuse s good
enough! (quote from “Age.” 4/11/48.%
Berlin Elections,

In the recent Berlin Munisipal
tions, the Russian apqn:orellp“.s:clﬁrlf—
Ist Unity Party” tsee May "Com-
ment") obtairied only one-fifth of the
votes. “As the Sociallst Unity Party
had dominated afl municipal bodlea {n
Berlin since the occupation of the
clty by the Soviet Army, the result
amotints fo a blunt vote of no con-
fidence in the munielpal authorities
and the Russian Occupation authori-
tles who Brought them into being."
(“Age," 26/10/46.)

Freedom, Freedom, everywhere,

“Memb:

are pi
they are used, and with' production
for use instead of profit of- the few,
We can fee no real problem there.
However, assuming that tasks will

gtnud with prophetic powers, he is
e tha 1

“laborious’’ by a so-

ining and

. merely
. sewerage will exist in their present

under socialism. Secondly, what
or is not considered “laborious” de-
_pends largely on the general soclal
‘sel-up. For instance, while mining is
‘considered “laborious” experiments in
the construction of the atom bomb,
‘which were at least as dangerous and
- unpleasant, would not generally be
‘consldered so. The end in view also
colors the conception of what is “la-
borious.”" People who would strongly
object to pick and shovel work as
‘degrading’ don't think it equally de-
‘grading to spend most of their leis-
ure time in using pick and shovel in
constructing rock gardens.
1t is possible to determine éxactly
how much effort a particular job re-
quires, by measuring the amount of
calories used by the body. Our cor-
respondent wonld find that some of
the so-called “pleasant” jobs use as
much energy as "unpleasant” ones.
A soclalist soclety would, with the
- increased scientific means at its dis-
posal, be able to eliminate most tasks
Inst

such things as underground gassifica-
‘tion of coal are quite possible, and,
as for sewerage, Bellamy in his novel,
“Equality,” pictured a society where
the “sewers are as clean as our
streets, They convey only watér which

In!. By the same apparatus all solid

and

3 d in the form of ashes.” (p.

e There is nothing fantastic in
~stating that a ratlonal, le.. a socialist
eociety won't find it very hard to

the capitalists than scientific meth-
ods, then, and then only, it is elimi-
nated quickly enough. Years ago your
i used ho is

more efficient
cheaper to operate than sweeping by

e nccurs im an ad.

and trash

from a hopper at  convemient dis-

cialist society, and which cannot be
done by and/or

of the Government o
contended that fréedom of the press
was ‘for democrats and not for ene-
mies of Poland seeking to stir up new
internal troubles! "—Report on  de-
bate on retentlon of Press censorship
in Poland, “Age,” 4/10/46

the obvious solution would be that

such tasks will be done by the whole

of soclety, ie., on a roster system.
~H.H.

CUTTINGS & COMMENTS

No time . . .

“War Neurosis No Problem for Rus-
sla."—Headline in "Tribune,” 1/11/46,
“The explanation: The Russians dom't
have time to worry. They're so busy
warking.”

Benefits of “Independence.”

“Police, aided by 1000 Congress
Party volunteers, are launching daily
attacks against 33,000 strikers here,
and have already arrested 94 trade
union leaders."—Allied Labor News
despatch from Cawnpore, India, in
“Guardian,” 2/11/46.

Vet the Indian Stalinists have back-
ed the Congress Party to the hilt
,0ut of the mouths of babes . . .

"One guy talks, but nobody is lis-
tening or even looking at him.” This
comment by l4-year-old Joseph Priola
after seeing the United Nations Gene-
ral Assembly in action, seems to sum
up the disillusionment of high school
children who have been visiting the
Assembly —"Herald,” 2/11/46.
Tutit-tutt!

"We hear, with sorrow, that only
10 per cent. of the population goes to
Church on Sunday."—Mrs. G. Fisher,
wife of Archbishop of Canterbury, g.
in “Herald” 2/11/46.

We don't.
£300 a year for Dog.

“In & stylish suburban home in Vie-
toria; British Columbia, a wire-haired
terrier will spend its declining years
on a 1000 dol. (£313) a year income.”
—"Herald," 4/11/46.

Benefils of “Labor Government.” '

“Mr. Atlee will give the iTrade
Union Congress) leaders a preview of
the nation’s economic budget, and ap-
pealing at the same time for an end
of trade union restrictive practices
which lmit production. Industrial

_observers consider Mr. Atlee may pro-

pose a delay in the introduction of
the 40-hour week and claims for
higher wages."

« Here, Mr. Chifley tells the workers
that they mustn't ask for higher
wages orf an immediate forty-hour
week—it would “merely mean higher
prices and inflation,” In England, Mr

o
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"BECAUSE, LENDING EAR j
TO THE FALLACIOUS WORDS
OF THE ECONOMISTS, THE
PROLETARIANS HAVE GIVEN
THEMSELVES UP BODY AND
SOUL TOQ THE VICE OF
WORK, THEY PRECIPITATE
THE WHOLE OF SOCIETY IN-
TO THESE INDUSTRIAL
CRISES OF OVER-PRODUG-
TION WHICH CONVULSE THE
SOCIAL ORGANISM.'

—Paul Lafargue.
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“The pro-Stalinist Dafly Express Re-
porter, Sefton Delmer, says: ‘Berause
tEey are conducting revolutionary
war the Yugo-Slav regime refuses to
tolerate oppositiol r permit strikes.
Both are illegal. Direct Action.”
London, May, '46.

“In Alabama (US.A) next week's
general election will include a refer-
endum on a constitutional amend-
ment desigmed to make it more difi-
cult for negroes to vote . . . The
emendment demands that prospective
voters shall be able to ‘understand
and explain’ any section of the US
constitution and shall be of ‘good
morsl character. "—‘Herald,” 4/11/48,

LT

Qur Ne;Centra] Branch

Many workers, living out of reach
of Melbourne or Sydney, are sym-
pathetic towards the SP.A., but have
felt that there is little use in their
Joining.

The Executive Committee have now
established & Cenfral Branch, which
all those agreeing with us, and Lliving
“in the bush" can join.

Each member will receive a regular
monthly “Socialist News Letter” com-
taining news from parties abroad, and
digest of local activities and discus-
slons, The first issue of this is now
ready and will be' mailed to anyone
interested

Full particulars from: Central
Branch, SPA, PO. Box 140-M,
Melbourne.

NEW PAMPHLET
“Ts Labour Govt. the Way to
ocialism?"
7d., Post Free

1 P 5
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SOCIALIST COMMENT
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Ba all this talk of either o Arab, Jew-
¢ ish or Palestinlan independent state
18 simply nonsense.

Russia is nlready wooing the Arabs
in an endeavor to offeef Palestine’s
geographical dominance of the Enstern
Mediterranean and the Dardanelles.
Britain has brought America into the
Palestine guestion by allowing the
Amerlean capitalists a share in the
oll of the Middle and Near East.
Whilst President Truman supports the
findings of the Anglo-American Com-
mittee in regard to the Jewish immi-
gration with an eye to the Jewish
vole in forthcoming UBA. elections,
a section of the American capitalist
class with an eye to a market of
50,000,000 Arabs favors the Arab case.

TIn a article, “The Arabs are on the
Move" (Ogtober; '46, "Readers' Digest"),

o Edwin Muller supports this latter
R view as follows: "Now the war Is over,
g and although the French and British
are trying to stay, the Arabs will have
& none of it. Both powers are on their
way out, leaving a partial vacuum,”
and he concludes by stating: “For

centuries the Arabs were led by for-
‘ eign nations who came there to fat-
' ten themselves. The United States
might be a leader who comes there
to serve—and thereby serve ourselves
and the world"
Thus to the British ruling class the
conflict between Arab and Jewish
propertied classes becomes of second-
ary importance when faced with the
competition of the other powers and
therefore they also woo the Arabs
with promises to maintain their im-
perialist interests. Both Jews and
‘Arabs recognize the myth of Pales-
tinian independence. Ben Gurlon
(chairman of the Jewish Agency)
states “we are already forty years
connected with the same political line
of collaboration with Britain . . . A
collaboration must be reciprocal and
not one-sided”  Whilst the Jewish
spokesman only hints to Britain of
support from other imperialist pow-
ers, the Arab spokesman is More out-
spoken. Jamai Husseinice, of tlie Arab
Higher Commiitee, state: The Arahs
have @& long tradition of friendship
with Britain and America and if, on
the question of Palestine there is no
improvement everything is liable to be
changed.” (Quoted from “Work
International News Augusts 1046.
Britain’s answer to these comments
is to strengthen her armed forees in

—-E. A.
(To be continued,)

whilst the Jews and Arabs
prepare for civil war, the outcome of
which, if it occurs, will be decided by
the support of Britlsh arms unless an-
other (mperialist power dntervenes, in
which case the civil war would be
transformed to World War IIT,
WATKINS,

LECTURES |

MELBOURNE.
Dec. 3rd: "Palestine and
the Jews."—C. Saunders,
Dee. 17th: “The Starving
age."—l. Topp.

o
N.B—No meeting,

5.0.5.!

Our funds are low, We de-
pend on working-class suppo

All activities at: Temper-
L ance Hall, Russell Street, 8

B, 241k
and 31st December

Other Tuesdays Branch :
Meetings. Open to Fublic. %

If youw're in sympathy with our p.m
work, send us a donation. Lectures advertised “Age”
Treaaurer, Saturday, “Meetings”
“Soelalist Comment.” Ho
P.O., Box 1440-M, Melb. NEW ZEALAND,
e Auckland:  Economie and
D Class, every
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED, Monday. Y g
= ¥, 730 pm, Car-
Press F’md;—-Mel]?oume. F3 2/-; penters’ Unilon Roome, #
D, 1/=; AB, 3/-; AOB, 2/-; HH, Union Bank of Austral- %
wi;l Hecwpnl‘t (England): MH, asia Bldgs., East Street and g
lni-m ure  Fund —AP.  (Sydney), Karangohape Road. 5
. Petone: Watch local Press! @
All Lectures, ete., free. Ques-
LITERATURE (ANl prices include tions, Discussion Come ;
B postage]. 7 along! i
‘5P, Prlnclpiéa e P;).Il.d"' -kl- AUSTRALIAN BRANCHES.
. Aliearoen g # SPA-—SYDNEY: PO. Box
“Hevetidze te organizes © 4 291, GPO. Meets fort-
Poverty” . A oEd # nightly, Tuesdays, Room
“Nationalism or Socialism?” 1od. @ 59 Statlon House, Rawson
NZ. Price of “Comment™ 1/6 per Elle sy EIRLT T
year, post free, SPA—MELBOURNE: PO
et R B LT Box 1440-M. Meets every
COMPANION PARTIES Tuesday. * See “Lectures.”
S.P. of Canada. 1 .
P.0. Box 1751, Winnipeg, Man.

S.P. of Great Britain.

2 Rughy 8t., London, W.C.1.

8. of New Zealand.
P.0. Box 62, Petone, N.Z.
Workers 8.P. of

U.S.
27 Dock 8q., Boston 3, Mass,

THREE SOCIALIST MONTHLIES.
“Socialist Standard”
“Western Secialist”

ok yely.
s i« 2/9 6 mths
"“Socialist Comment™

2/6 yrly
1/3 6 mths.
SPECIAL OFFER!

All three, “Standard” “West-
iy 5/3 six mihs.

TEN SHILLINGS A YEAR
Every NEW subscriber ko the 10¢-

offer will receive free, and post

free: G Back issues of the

“Standard.”

State whether interested in some

Particular subject.

Stocks limited—so ACT N O W !

SPA, PO. BOX 1440-M,,

Melbourne.

S.P.A. g

DBJECT —Tho establishment of a_system of society based upon the
commen ownership and democratic control of the m
nmllrlln! and distributing wealth by and in the

Y.

eans and instruments for
interest of the whole A 2y A

The Saclalist Parties of Australia and Now Zealand hold:

it at present constituted is based upon

the ownershin of the means of living (i d, factaries.

vailways, efe.) by the canitalist or master class, and the

(1 ‘enslavement of the working class. by wlhose
wealth is produced.

. That in sl‘ll!ty. therefore, there is an antasonism of
interests, manifesting itsell as a class strungle. between
{hose who nossess but do not produce. and those who
produce but do not possess.

3. That this antagonism can be abolished only by the
emancipation of the werking class from the domination of

@ master class, by the conversion inte the common prop-

v of soclety of the means of production amd distribu-
tion, and their democratic control by the whole people.

‘That as in the order of social @volution the working
s/ 55 eva its frees
pation of the working elass will invo
of all mankind without distinetion of race or sex.
‘hat this emancipation must be the work of the
class itself.

alone

dom, the emanci-
ive the emantipation

6. That as the m‘uhlalry of mlrnmnt. including the
armed forces of the nation, ex only to conserve the

monopoly by the eapitalist class of the wealth taken from
he workers. the werking class must erganise consciously
and politically for the canquest of ths powers of goWern-
ment, national and loeal. in order that this machin:
including these forces, may be converted from an insi
an oppression inte the agent of emancipation
the overthrow of privilese, aristocratic and plutocratic,
7. That as all political parties are but the exoression of
class interests. and as the interest of the working olass is
diametrically onposed to the interest of all sections of the
master class. the party seeking working class emancipation
must be hostile te every other party.
8. THE SDCIALIST PARTIES OF AUSTRALIA AMND
EW ZEALAND thersfore enter the field of pelitigal
action determined to wage war against ali other nolltR&!
parties, whether alleggd labour or avowadly sapitalist, and
call upon the members of the working class of this counfry
to muster under their banner to the end that a si
termination may be wrought to the systam which depr|
them of the fruits of their lakour, and that poverty may
ive pl;ue to comfort, privilege to equality, and slaVery

fr m
Those agreeing with the above principles and desiring
enralment. apply to nearest address.

Published by J. TOPP, 29 Drummond St..Carlten, Vie, for the

C. &. Carlton &

S.P.A., and printed by

Co.ji 8-!?“!‘“ 8t., Williamstown.



