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Chapter I

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this thesis is to make recommendations for improving environmental
education in the Providence area. I begin with an explanation of why environmental edu- |
cation is a worthwhile activity. Following this rationale is a characterization of the con-
ceptual process of environmental education and what we want to accomplish through that
process. This theory of environmen’cal education is related to wllat is going on in the
| “""Prowdence area, specifically at Roger Williams Park. In order to estabhsh a context for
§ ‘discussing educational programming at Roger Wﬂhams Park, T have mcluded a sample of
the resources available for environmental education in the‘Prowdence‘ area. This is ac-

companied by a discussion of how these resources are currently‘being used.

The final section of my thesis applies theories of environmental education in a critical
assessment of the programs at Roger Williams Park. This large urban park has extensive =~
facilities that are uniquely suited for environmental education. Early in ‘the twentieth

. century, grand programs were frequently"offered by the Park and this ’cradition has re-

: '-=.cently been renewed -Because the resources avaxlable at Roger- Wllhams Park: and the ad-

’ 3',@rrnmstrat1ve structure of' the Department of Pubhc Parks mﬂuence What actually happens_
‘and affect the pobenmal for growth both are analyzed in greater: depth Th1s prov1des the |
background for recommendatmns on how the Park could better facilitate enwronmental

educatlon A complex pohtxcal situation surrounds the Parks Department and has severe o

‘ :’unphcatlons for reahzmg the potentxal for successful programrmng in Roger Wzlhams Park. o

' ‘The mtuatmn 1s not optumstxc, yet 1t should not be cons1dered hopeless Some.small ~'1n-"» S S

.vestments in planmng, desxgmng and 1mp1ementmg pubhc programs at Roger Wllhams ra
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Park are still possible and could dramatically improve environmental education in the

Providence area.




