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[ntroduction

Soil loss on America's cropland has reached astronomlcal
roportions. Already, up to one-third of all top501l has been lost
fhrough wind and water erosion. One researcher estlmatesvthat for

»ach pound of food which reaches the table in this country over

hlrty pounds of top301l are swept away (Perelman, 1977). While

J
;atlonal'harvests of food,and,flber crops contlnuevto increase

iecause-of new'technOIng, the American land resource base is
iontinually and gradually being degraded. For the moment, this is

80t 2 threat to our food supply because technological changes are

f:till effective.in negating any of fhe effects on soil loss. The -

uture demands on our agricultural land, however, require the

$preservation of prime farmland and the maintenance of that land

hrough conservation.

The correct choice for the use of farmland w1th respeot to .

he beneflt of our soc1ety is not always that whlch 1nd1v1dual

- §armers and'landowners choose for their land. It is the purpose of

$his paper to focus on the clash between landowner's rights to farm
nd develop their land as they wish and the interest of society in

Jrotecting the productive potential of agricultural land. Certain

gctors will be discussed which are responsible for this divergence

fetween individual choices and societal needs.

The,Rhcde Island turf (sod) industry will be used as a case study




J #

For this discussion. Sod refers to grass which is planted and harvested

For transplant as lawn. The turf industry here demonstrates some

ieatures and trends characteiiétiCVOf the agricﬁltural'system as a
éhole in this;country.  Seven factors~have’been»identifiedehich~act

to influerms the decision of the farmer to plant turf and are discusséd
in detail. A discussion of the environmental effects‘of turf farming
1s well as policy,recommendationsfbasedvon a framework fbr‘ecologica1 

roblems in keeping with;the;currentktrend in our society's thought follows.

The goal‘of,this papérvis nof_to target specifically the turf
‘industry, but to use a sﬁudyvof thét industry to~investigateﬁs¢me'
:roblemsvcommon fo other types of agriculture. By understanding

e case study, we will be in a bézfer;position to understand‘the types
8¢ factors involved in other forms ésywell. We will see that the |
. foot of agricultural problems,is found in the economic'preSSures

cting on a farmer. While farmers are forced to maximize short-term

ofitability; the preservation of farmland for society reQuires the

Eg=kimization qf the_long-term productive potential of the sgil.‘ o
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