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INTRODUCTION : .

There are currently over 18,000 potentially hazardous
wastesites that have been reported to the U.5. Environmental
Protection Agency. Investigations have been conducted at an
estimated 3,000 sites, of which 538 have been identified as posing
serious long—term hazards to pubiic health and the environment.

Our society is faced with the Fkightening reality that, the number
of abandoned sites requiring immediate cleanup is,expected tq
increaée greatly over thevnext,few yéars,llﬂemories o¥ the
catastrophe at Love Canal still lingerktdday, reminding us of what
can happen. when a wastesite is ¥orgotten. and investigations
unnecessarlly delayed.' Unfortunately. the aforehentioned figures
‘indicate that there is an absence of necessary investigations, and .
ongoing site assessmenté are slow. The potential for,another'Love‘
. Canal seems great. It is importént to look at incidents such as
the‘recent one that o:curféd at éwartz Creek, Michigan, where, as
‘the result of thorough and tlmely 1nvest19at1ons. damage at a-
 vpotent1a11y harmful 51te was 11m1ted to temporary health effects.’g

Having read about 1nc1dents such as Love Canal and Swart*
Ckeek, I realized the éomplex issues involved in 1nve§tlgat1ng tﬁé
botential hazards caused by wastesites,‘particularly the
difficulty'in determining levels of danger and degrees of
appropfiaté resﬁonsgff‘l,then fufnea to.a wastééite inkﬁhpde
1Isiahd, tﬁe Aiién HarboriLaﬁdfiil; as:a'caééiéfudy o??ﬁﬁé  “

,phgnbménon.o¥ aBananed éitéé.'fI“ihyolQéd*my€51¥:with‘égyi



non—-profit eﬁvironmental organization,'SAVE THE BAY, in order to
be close to the situaticn. .It is through this involvement that I
mecame increasingly aware that, although the current data on the
Allen Harbor Landfill appears inconclusive, Constant vigilance is
essential to ihsure that any potentially hazardous wastesite does
not become another Love Canal.

In my opinion, the following three factors have a significant
impact on determining the outcome of a site investigation:
continued public cencern;~consis£ent testing standards; and
systematlc analyses d¥'avai1able data, with afguarantee that an
"outs1de source is Dverseelng the assessment pracedures. This
thesis will deal wlth these issues, speczflcally focu51ng on the
1nvestlgat10n of the Allen Harbor Landf111. It will 1ntroduce the

site’s historlcal background, the characters involved in the

ihvestigatinns, and the data that has been compiled thus far.




