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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   Monday September 12th, 2011 
 

NFU CALLS ON RITZ TO RESPECT WESTERN FARMERS 
 
Saskatoon, Sask. – The National Farmers Union (NFU) is calling on federal Agriculture 
Minister Gerry Ritz to respect Western wheat and barley farmers, who voted in favour of 
the Canadian Wheat Board’s (CWB) single desk in the recent CWB plebiscite.  “Farmers 
have clearly shown that they support the single desk, and the advantages it clearly brings, 
just as they always have.  The message that farmers have sent Ritz is crystal clear.  It is 
absolutely necessary that he respect the wishes of the majority of Western grain farmers, 
and abandon his plans to eliminate the single desk,” said NFU President Terry Boehm.   
 
It is simply bad public policy to eliminate something as beneficial as the CWB,” added 
Boehm.  “Why would Minister Ritz spend his time and our tax dollars to do something 
this harmful to our economy and farmers?” asked Boehm.   
 
The CWB announced the official plebiscite results earlier today.  Farmers had until 
August 24th to mail in their ballots.  The results were as follows: 62 percent of wheat 
farmers, and 51 percent of barley farmers voted in favour of maintaining the CWB’s 
single desk.  Regarding the participation rate, 56 percent of all farmers who received 
ballots and 60 percent of farmers who grew both wheat and barley on their farms, 
participated in the plebiscite.   
 
"We’ve always known that the majority of farmers support the single desk.  This 
plebiscite has confirmed this once again,” stated Boehm.   
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For further information, please contact: 
 
Terry Boehm    NFU President  (306) 255-2880 or (306) 255-7638 
Glenn Tait    Meota, Saskatchewan (306) 892-4342 or (306) 481-4449 
Ed Sagan  Melville, Saskatchewan (306) 728-3760 or (306) 728-9050 
Ian Robson  Deleau, Manitoba (204) 858-2479 
Fred Tait   Rossendale, Manitoba  (204) 252-2773 or (204) 252-2153 
Beverly Stow    Carman, Manitoba (204) 745-3252 
Ken Larson    Benalto, Alberta (403) 746-5792 or (403) 746-3463 
Doug Scott   Waskatenau, Alberta (403) 358-2376  

 
 



 
 


