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A PORTRAIT
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This book was born out of great belief. Belief that the
first step to the solution of a problem is to recognize,
acknowledge, and look it directly in the eye and not
to avoid it or push it aside. Only after we recognize
the problem, we will understand its full depth,
dimensions and severity, only then can we begin the
road back to relief ourselves of it. Exposure has great
releasing and purifying potential.
In Jewish law (Halakha) there is a genre called the
Ethics literature, which is intended to educate readers
on the way of ethics. This book belongs to the same
literary genre, for more than
displaying images it seeks to
raise questions. Therefor, This  This book wishes to be

book, more than a photo a mirror of what is
album, wishes to be a mirror  happening inside the
of what is happening inside the Israeli society

Israeli society. It turns to the

Israeli public and says - see

what you are doing every day in the Occupied
Territories and inside Israel, and say honestly, hand
on your heart, don't these images remind you of
chapters of the Israeli people's history in the
Diaspora. Look in the eyes of the people in the pictures
and tell whether their terrified gaze doesnt remind
you of grim times that past on us not so long
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A Portrait

ago? These images contradict the verse "Remember
what Amalek did" for the command to remember is
not just for the sake of a ritual but to learn from it, and
the most significant lesson is do not do to others that
which Amalek did to us. Remembering what we went
through in exile becomes a
moral obligation not to
deteriorate to the levels of

those who have caused us presume to contain
the entire reality, but 771 X7X ,7IX'XNi1

suffering throughout history.
More then just displaying
images, this book seeks to
raise questions beginning with
how did we arrive to this situation? At what point did
we start deteriorating to the moral low point in which
we exist in today? Content wise , the book doesn't
renew anything. the reality viewed from the photos is
familiar to anyone touring the Arab communities in
Israel or in the territories. Yet it is not surprising that
most Israelis are not aware as to what is happening
in those areas, nor do they understand their own
implications or the violating acts the government does

on their behalf.
This book deals with the mechanisms of repression
by showing reality as it is, with only minimal
commentary. Readers are intelligent enough to get to

only fragments of
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their own conclusions. No decent person could say
we made these things up, since the pictures speak for
themselves and one can not argue with facts. However,
some might say the book is one-sided, shows only
one aspect of reality, a partial picture of what is
happening in the country and not the entire reality. This
book does not presume to contain the entire reality
(and with the spirit of post modernism there are doubts
whether there is such a thing called "reality" or
"objective") but only fragments of reality and nothing
more. The book does not pretend to present the 'other
side' as that can be found in
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and the Israeli propaganda
selective and manipulative

seeks, is to balance the overall

picture, to give the public tools

to deal alone with the question of what is happening
in the Occupied Territories and inside Israel, which
does not allow us to end the bloody conflict. We said
that this book should be included in the genre of ethics
literature, but at the same time it is a political book in
every aspect. This is inevitable because in the Middle
East politics are everywhere, and there is not an issue
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not related to politics. However, who said that politics
and morality can not coexist? The book is political
because the conflict with the Arabs, both in the
Occupied Territories and inside Israel is essentially a
political conflict that will end due to political pressure.
But this book intends to be an
activist book, as the group of
- the 'ActiveStills' collective, in words. the camera
who seek to change reality by
using the tool they use best - a
camera. And the camera has
enormous and indispensable
power, since reality is so often so tortured one can
not described it in words. The camera steps in where
words disappear. Can words describe a demolished
home? How can we explain the Western reader,
ourselves included, what humiliation is? How can we
put in to words the pain of victims of violence?
Therefore, the camera has an advantage on the written
word - it allows the victim to look us right in the eyes
and allows us to feel through his body language what
he felt. In that, this book completes all the books
written which always fail when trying to describe what
the 'other' goes through. We are convinced that the
peace-loving activity could have a cumulative effect,
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and sooner or later break through the walls of
occupation and open new horizons for our region. Until
then, our duty is to warn, point out the failures,
highlight the pitfalls that we fell in to, emphasize the
internal contradictions in dominant discourse, prevent
the public from sleeping easily, and shout non-stop
that there is an alternative, there is a partner for peace

and peace is not only necessary, it is also possible.
The philosopher Walter Benjamin knew that from the
individual elements, seemingly small, one can produce
profound truths about society. He used to say that in
order to understand the social norms of a group of
dinners, you have to look at them not at dinner, but
the way they leave the table after dinner. This book
puts the spotlight on how we leave the land wherever
we go. It is our hope that out of this chaotic image
that Israel creates, grows the question - what happened
here?! And from here we must continue to say: this
situation can not continue, something must change.
This is the purpose of the book and its contribution
to the struggle for a just peace.
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The “Zionist left,” like the rest of Israeli Jewish society,
refuses to revisit 1948. From its perspective, what is
done is done. Negotiations over peace with the
Palestinians must begin with an acceptance of Israel
within the 1949/'67 “Green Line” and the state's
“Jewish character.” It therefore rejects the Palestinian
refugees’ right of return. The issue before us, in this
view, is ending the Occupation and achieving a two-
state solution in which a Palestinian state arises in
most, if not all the lands taken in 1967, the 22% of
historic Palestine comprising the West Bank, Gaza
and, more problematically, East Jerusalem (which
would be “shared” with Israel). While the Zionist left
aspires to a more egalitarian society, it differentiates
absolutely between policies towards Palestinians in
the Occupied Territory and those directed at Palestinian,
Bedouin and Druze citizens of Israel, known collectively
as "Israeli Arabs." Thus the expropriation of land, house
demolitions, zoning that prohibits Palestinian building
and policies such as those revoking residency are
opposed as part-and-parcel of the Zionist left's overall
opposition to the Occupation. Similar actions and
policies carried out against the Arab citizens of Israel
are characterized as mere "discrimination,” an internal
Israeli problem that must be addressed like any other
form of discrimination, as against women, for example,
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or foreign workers or Israeli Jews of Middle Eastern
background. “Internal displacement” is a term used
only by Palestinians and Bedouins, by adherents to
international law and by the
critical Israeli (non- anti- post-
Zionist) left, of which ICAHD
is a part. For us, the ongoing
Occupation is not merely an
event arising out of 1967 war
but a continuation of 1948,
conceptually and militarily.
That “we have not finished 1948, a slogan commonly
heard in Israel and attributed to Yitzhak Rabin, refers
to the fact that half the population of the Land of Israel

is now Palestinian.
Simply in terms of rudimentary living standards, that
population requires much more than the truncated
19% of historic Palestinian that Israel permits them
to own and live on, which consists of 3.5% of Israel
proper, 11% of Jerusalem (all confined to a patchwork
of enclaves in “East” Jerusalem), 40% of the West
Bank (fragmented into more than 70 islands of Areas
A and B) and Gaza (6% of the Occupied Territory).
This alone threatens to “push” Israeli Jews out of lands
they claim for their own - at a minimum the other
81%. It also presents a multicultural challenge to the
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idea of a “Jewish” state. When mixed, however, with
Palestinian calls for self-determination, for recognition
of their status as a national minority in Israel, for Israel
to transform itself into a state of all its citizens, even
into one state encompassing all of the Land of Israel/
Palestine, the presence of a growing, dissatisfied and
increasingly militant Arab population presents a
fundamental challenge to Jewish hegemony. Especially
because Zionism has no mechanism, ideological or

political, for dealing with Arab demands.
Policies of internal displacement, then, derive from
the ongoing attempt to “judaize” Palestine that has
continued unabated since 1948, on both sides of the
Green Line, which successive
Israeli governments have
effectively erased. As this
exhibit graphically shows, there
is no difference whatsoever
between the intentions, policies
and actions taken to displace
Arab citizens of Israel from
their land (well, Israel’s land) and those behind identical
processes of displacement in the Occupied Territory.
The end-goal is either to confine Arabs to small and
disconnected enclaves so as not to “pollute” the purity
of Jewish/Israeli life or threaten its cultural, political

m

Jewish/Israeli life
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or geographical hegemony, or to make life so miserable
for them that they leave the country altogether (the
ideal solution). The violations of international law
committed by Israel in creating internal displacement
is clear according to Additional Protocol Il of the
Geneva Conventions, which was adopted by the UN
in 1977. Considering internal displacement a form of
forced population transfer and forced migration - ethnic
cleansing, in short - it dealt
with the fact that about 80%
of the victims of armed
conflicts since 1945 have been
victims of non-international
conflicts such as that of 1948,
and that non-international
conflicts are often fought with
more cruelty than international conflicts, made it
necessary through the Protocol to extend the essential
rules of the law of armed conflicts to internal wars.
Article 17(2) states the law as clearly as possible:
“Civilians shall not be compelled to leave their own
territory for reasons connected with the conflict.”
Israel’s violation of the Geneva Conventions is
especially egregious, since it is serial and ongoing.
The civilian Arab population of Palestine was not only
displaced in 1948 and 1967, but in subsequent years,

features of Israel’s
ongoing policy of
displacement

Nine locations
were chosen for this
exhibit, illustrating key
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with no connection to the conflict whatsoever, more
than 530 Palestinian villages, towns and urban
neighborhoods were systematically demolished by
Israel, with even their place names erased and replaced
by Hebrew ones. But the violations continue, and
thousands of people are being displaced for the second
or even third or more times. Some 150,000 Arab
citizens of Israel continue to live in 100 so-called
“unrecognized villages,” susceptible to ongoing and
repeated demolitions. (The Bedouin community of
Al-Arakib in the Negev, one of the subjects of our
exhibit, has been demolished 23 times.) Demolitions
occur in Lod, Ramle, Jaffa and the Galilee as well, while
in the Occupied Territory about 25,000 homes have
been demolished by Israel since 1967. In Gaza alone,
where 70% of the population are refugees from 1948,
90,000 people, including 50,000 children, were
displaced in the 2008 Israeli attack. More than 115,000
Palestinians have been internally displaced in the West
Bank and East Jerusalem over the last four decades.
The Palestinian organization Badil sets the overall
number of internally displaced Palestinians at 450,000.
Nine locations were chosen for this exhibit, each
illustrating key features of Israel’'s ongoing policy of
internal displacement. Al-Arakib, the Bedouin
encampment in the northern Negev, demonstrates
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Introduction

more than any other site the plight of Arab citizens
of Israel. The Jewish National Fund, a quasi-
governmental organization mandated to settle Jews
only, has taken possession of 13% of the lands of Israel
(and additional lands in the Occupied Territory). In
the Negev it has planted forests in order to prevent
Bedouin “encroachment” - the claim it is establishing
a national park is behind the Al-Arakib demolitions
- while Al-Arakib raises wider issues of “judaization,”
in particular that of “unrecognized villages.”

The Jordan Valley, comprising some 30% of the West
Bank, constitutes the clearest case of outright
displacement: about 200,000 Palestinian residents
have been driven out and 94% of the land has been
expropriated; half given over to 10,000 settlers, the
rest for military reasons or for nature preserves.
Although the settlers receive about a third of the water
allocated to the entire West Bank, the few remaining
Palestinian farmers suffer from severe shortages and
cutbacks. And while many residents are Bedouins or
herders, no grazing is allowed.

Entire villages in the Jordan Valley have been
demolished. Not so dissimilar to the Jordan Valley are
the South Hebron Hills, where a combination of
settlement, frequent settler violence, the demolition
of houses and ancient caves and harassment by the
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army threaten a unique culture of Palestinian farmers
and herders. The absence of basic services to
Palestinian communities of Israeli-controlled Area C

of the West Bank is highlighted in this section.
The Arab communities of Lod and Ramle in central
Israel are also made up primarily of Bedouins displaced
from the Negev, who ironically replaced the Palestinians
expelled in 1948. Here the exhibit focuses on issues
of urban poverty, racism in urban policies of segregation
and services between Arabs and Jews, sub-standard
public housing and house demolitions. Jaffa is another
Israeli city, actually part of Tel Aviv, which is in the
process of being de-Arabized,
both through the urban policies

We Israelis tend  0'D11 D'7XW771 11X

detrimental to the Arab toblame “the other side”

residents and processes, some  for the violence, conflict - mimnxa, 710 7x1
and the absence  1TUia1 710207
11107 IINEAax

induced by the municipality,
of gentrification and even of any possibility
outright Jewish settlement. As of peace
in Lod and Ramle, issues of

poverty, discrimination and the miseries of public
housing are explored in this section. Moving to
Jerusalem, two Palestinian neighborhoods, Sheikh
Jarrah and Silwan, represent a mixture of discriminatory
policies towards Palestinians in the urban areas of
Israel with policies of occupation. In both communities
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Jewish settlers have used a variety of means to displace
local residents - courts (although Palestinians cannot
appeal to Israeli courts to recover their pre-1948
properties), violent invasions of homes and, with the
support of the government, the
expropriation of homes using
laws of "absentees,” zoning
which prohibits Palestinian
building and house demolitions.
Both neighborhoods have been
“judaized"” - Sheikh Jarrah has
been renamed “Simon the
Rightous” after a nearby tomb,
and Silwan is now called “The City of David." The
Jerusalem municipality has slated 88 Palestinian
homes in Silwan for demolition to make way for a
national park. Wallejeh, a Palestinian community which
lost most of its lands and people in 1948, is a prime
example of the Kafkaesque conditions under which
Palestinians live. Modern displacement there takes
on a bizarre form. Divided between Jerusalem and
the West Bank, many homes in Wallejeh are considered
to be within Jerusalem although their residents have
West Bank status and thus can be arrested for
“illegally” being in Israel while watching TV in their
living rooms. The Wall (“Separation Barrier”) totally
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surrounds the village and isolates its inhabitants from
the both the West Bank and Jerusalem, as well as
from their lands of 1948 and beyond. Most of Wallejeh
is today threatened with wholesale demolition. Finally,
Gaza, a tiny strip of land that is home to 1.5 million
impoverished people, suffers from the entire range of
Occupation policies - wholesale destruction of the
urban environment and repeated displacement, loss
of more than a third of its agricultural lands, endemic
violence on the part of the Israeli army, including
wholesale military invasions, a prolonged economic
siege, poverty and malnutrition, lack of medical care
and total isolation from the rest of Palestinian society,
indeed, from the rest of the world. The pictures you
will see here will not be easy to view, especially by an
Israeli public. We Israelis tend to blame “the other
side"” for the violence, conflict and the absence of any
possibility of peace. We rid ourselves of any
responsibility, rationalizing that the “Arabs” (we seldom
use the term “Palestinian”) only brought their suffering
upon themselves, that they, not we, are the ones who
both created and who perpetuate this conflict. This
exhibit attempts to reframe these views. In it we see
an entire population displaced, de-culturalized,
brutalized and impoverished, their fundamental right
to freedom and a country of their own denied by us,
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the Occupying Power, the strong party in the conflict,
who claim even the 22% of the country they claim
for a state of their own as ours. Nor, as the pictures
show, do the Arab citizens of Israel fare any better.
The nine locations should serve as a mirror. Few Israelis
venture into the Occupied Territory except as soldiers
and settlers, and few have any interest in what happens
to the people living under our occupation, be it the
external occupation of the West Bank, East Jerusalem
and Gaza, or the internal occupation that characterizes
Arab life in Israel to this very day. This exhibit rests
on a simple, probably naive idea: that if the good people
of Jewish Israel can be made to see the effects the
policies their government have on their Arab neighbors,
if they can be made to accept responsibility for what
the settlers - and their own inaction - do to innocent
and helpless people under our control, they will act
to stop the oppression. This is not to say that we can
end the century-old conflict with the Palestinians
unilaterally. But it is to say that taking responsibility
as the strong party in the conflict is a necessary first
step. Its time to finish 1948 for the good of us all.
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The sealed house of the Al-Aaju family, one month
after their eviction by Israeli public housing
company “Amidar”. Ramle, April 2011
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In June 1967, Israel annexed about 17,500 acres of
land to the municipal borders of Jerusalem and applied
Israeli law to them. After their annexation, Israel held
an official headcount and granted permanent residency
to the inhabitants of the annexed area who were
present at the time. Those who were absent forever
lost their right to reside in Jerusalem and retain their
property through the Absentee Property Law.
Permanent residents are required to prove that their
lifeis centered in Jerusalem. Otherwise, their residency
is revoked and they are prevented from returning to
the city. In 2008 over 4,577 East Jerusalemite
residencies were revoked.
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A Palestinian home in East Jerusalem. The family is
sitting next to a monitor set up by local residents to
document settler violence.

Silwan, East Jerusalem, February 2011
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Settlers marching in Jaffa.

March 2011
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Israeli troops training next to a Bedouin
encampment/camp/village.
Jordan Valley, March 2011
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T The settlement of Bkaot, next to Alon Road, is one
of the 37 illegal settlements in the Jordan Valley.
July 2009
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A shepherd and his sheep pass by the green and
flourishing illegal settlement of Bkaot.
Jordan Valley, March 2011
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Khirbet Ras al-Ahmar is a small herding community
located in Tubas governorate in the northern Jordan
Valley. It is situated in an area declared a Closed
Military Zone by Israeli authorities, leaving families
increasingly vulnerable to displacement. In late May
20009, Israeli authorities distributed 18 eviction orders
affecting one-third of the community. Days later, Israeli
authorities demolished 15 residential structures, 30
animal pens and 18 traditional 'taboun' ovens displacing
128 people, including 66 children as a result. The most
common form of land grab in the West Bank in general,
and in the Jordan Valley in particular, is the
pronouncement of areas as 'State Land' or 'Closed
Military Zones', which are more often than not, handed
over to settlers at a later date. Over 20% of the West
Bank is designated as 'Closed Military Zones' - the
vast majority of which lie in the Jordan Valley, where
the army has 24 military bases.
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In 1953 under the Land Acquisition Law, the state of
Israel expropriated 93 percent of the Negev. No
compensation was offered for this confiscated land
and the owners lost all of their rights to it. Today, after
twenty-some years of the state's transfer attempts,
only half of the original Bedouin population of the
Negev remain. Tens of thousands of Bedouins are
currently residing in about 40 unrecognized villages
most of which have been in existence since before
1948. Residents of unrecognized villages do not receive
basic services from the state such as access to running
water, electricity, phone lines and health services.
Dozens of homes in unrecognized villages are getting
repeatedly demolished while many Jewish settlements
have been established in areas adjacent to these
villages in accordance with government policy to
"Judaize" the Galilee and the Negev.

37

TRAWT TN VY700 17070 T 71N TINT 1953-1
TV NI 72 YY1 X7 O'RI1T17 1310 "MITXN 93%
DITTIYIDT JIX 172K THNTX "7V11, V7210w fNTRi
TIN'7Y7 DOWNATNNN O'YAXNANN AKX (]177V
D170 DAWITNN T'YNN 77, 71R1TAN 17 D171XR1
1211 M1ANTY7 001N

D™DIN-"T171 0122 40-21 D"NIATIN O'X1T1 '"A7X WY
717111 0™ AW L11TTAN D17 1127 17011 01Ny
1120 D001 DTINY A1TTAAN 017170 D1'R 0™MD1N
JUIXMI TN 119707 ,70wN 0 T1121VN7 111N
D711 TNV 101711 17WNNN 7w 10 N1 Tn mMiionl
N7 01 07T 021w TV DMD1N-"T1710 0121w
T7YNNN TN TNI0N1 0MD1N-17171 021w 71n0oa
21 770 My



Children among the remants of their demolished
school in the small village of Dkeika. On the same
day, seven other houses were demolished nearby.
South Mount Hebron, January 2011
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Members of the Al-Turi family sitting on the ruins
of their demolished home after their entire village
was razed by Israeli authorities.

Al-Arakib, July 2010
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A Palestinian family breaking the fast during Ramadan outside
their tent, where they have been living since their house was
burned down during Operation Cast Lead 2008/2009.

Beit Lahiya, Gaza Strip, August 2011
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Khaled Al-Turi, who was shot by Israeli riot police
during the 16th demolition of his village.
Al-Arakib, February 2011
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Israeli police marching through seven demolished
houses that belonged to the Abu Eid family.
Lod, December 2010
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Jihan Al-Ajoun at the entrance to her house, owned
by the 'Amidar' public housing company, on the
day of her eviction.

Ramle, April 2010
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On July 9th, 1948, after the end of the first truce in
the 1948 war, the Israeli army launched "Operation
Dani". Its direct consequence was the displacement
of most of the residents of Ramle and Lod.

6,000 armed, Israeli soldiers entered the cities and
battles ensued. As a result of the fighting, 450
Palestinians and 10 Israeli soldiers were left dead.
Israeli armed forces then went on to occupy the cities
and issued expulsion orders to the residents. Ramle's
residents were bussed away, while the people of Lod
were forced to walk miles in the summer heat to a
nearby town. This became known as the 'Lydda death
march,' since many did not survive the harsh conditions.
Two days after the capture of the cities, only several
hundred of the original 50,000- 70,000 residents
remained. The events in Lod and Ramle account for
one-tenth of the overall Arab exodus from Palestine
- the Nakba.
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Palestinian children playing in front of the
separation wall in Al-Walaja.
February 2011
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Palestinian laborers crossing the Al-Hamra
checkpoint after another workday in the
surrounding illegal settlements.

Jordan Valley, July 2009
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A concrete block planted next to a Bedouin
encampment reads: "Danger! Fire Zone, Entry
prohibited."

Jordan Valley, March 2011
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A Palestinian family from the village of
Al-Ramadin, whose residents are all
registered refugees from the Negev.
South Mount Hebron, February 2008
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"First | will draw my house and children and all the green surrounding it, far away from the problems and the
noise. | want it to be a comfortable home for the children, but more than that | want them to be calm because
they have seen a lot: their mother being killed and their home being demolished."

Nasser Jaber Ismail Abu-Saeed, Johr Al-Deek, Gaza Strip
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After 1967 the state of Israel expropriated around 650
square km in the stretch of land along the Jordan River,
resulting in the displacement and expulsion of thousands
of people. Since almost all fertile and irrigated lands are
in close proximity to the river, Palestinian agriculture has
been severely hit, while Israeli settlers have access to
many of these lands. Within the closed military zone
along the Jordan River, 162 agricultural water projects,
which were developed during Jordanian rule, have not
been accessible to Palestinians since 1967, depriving
thousands of people of their livelihoods. The Israeli state
water company, Mekorot, currently controls 98 percent
of the water resources in the Jordan Valley.
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Palestinian shepherds bring their sheep to drink
from a leaking pipe which belongs to “Mekorot”,
Israel’'s governmental water company.

Jordan Valley, July 2009
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A Bedouin family feeding its livestock. In the
background, the illegal Israeli settlement of Roi.
Jordan Valley, March 2011
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Children playing in the street next to
running sewage water.
Lod, November 2010
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Palestinian youth, clashing with Israeli police in East
Jerusalem, being hosed with a foul-smelling liquid.
Silwan, East Jerusalem, March 2011
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The Elad association, which operates the "City of David
Archaeological Garden", is employed mostly in the
Palestinian village of Silwan in East Jerusalem, just south
of the Old City and the Temple Mount. The association
aims to Judaize the village and establish a Jewish
settlement in the vicinity of the Temple Mount, which
will afford it control of one of the most politically sensitive
places in the world. The Elad project is supported
unofficially by different government branches: "This is a
government project... we are not officially a government
organization, [but] we work in close proximity with
government authorities..." - Doron Spielman, developing
manager of Elad.
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Orthodox Jews visiting "The City of
David Archaeological Park".
Silwan, April 2007
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A Palestinian woman carrying her child. Behind her,
a Jewish settler and his son at the entrance to the
Ghawi family house, taken over by settlers.

Sheikh Jarrah, February 2010
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A home demolition.
Silwan, November 2009
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A Jewish settler photographs his friends at
the entrance to the Al-Kurd family house,
taken over by settlers.

Sheikh Jarrah, April 2010
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A Palestinian girl playing next Demolished houses in Rafah. Over the years,
to a shack. houses in the area have been repeatedly
Lod, March 2011 targeted by the Israeli army.

Gaza Strip, August 2010
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A Palestinian family standing inside their home,
which was shelled during Operation Cast Lead.
Beit Hanoun, Gaza Strip, August 2011

017Y 1711 TIN1 N'1'DU72 A
UTj71X TNATY7 UXan Nl
2010 DDIKX 1TV TIVIXD  J1IXN 711

65



"|'ve been living in Lod for 17 years. All my childhood was spent growing up here. All my life is here in Lod.

One day | was coming back from school and | found the houses demolished. For the past three months, I've
been living in this tent after the home that represents everything to me was destroyed. Home is a secure place,
a place of comfort, of everything, but they destroyed it and didn't give anything for three months already."

Hamze Abu-Eid, Lod
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Between 27 December 2008 and 18 January 2009,
the Israeli military carried out an attack on the Gaza
Strip, which was named Operation Cast Lead. The
magnitude of the harm to the local population was
unprecedented: 1,389 Palestinians were killed, 759 of
whom did not take part in the hostilities. Of these,
318 were minors under age 18. More than 5,300
Palestinians were wounded, 350 of them seriously.
Israel also caused enormous damage to residential
dwellings, industrial buildings, agriculture and
infrastructure for electricity, sanitation, water, and
health, which was already on the verge of collapse
prior to the operation. According to UN figures, Israel
destroyed more than 3,500 residential dwellings and
20,000 people were left homeless."
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Tents that were set up to house the
occupants of seven demolished houses.
Lod, February 2011
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Manar al-Ajoun,16, in the room she shares with her
five sisters. The family is facing eviction by the
/Amidar’ public housing company

Ramle, April 2011
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Construction of the separation
wall in Al-Walaja.
January 2011
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Mohanned standing in front of the family tent, built on
the ruins of their house which has been demolished
over and over again by Israeli authorities.

Al-Walaja, December 2006
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"|'live in the demolished village of Al-Arakib. For the past 10 years, | used to live in the village, outside the
cemetery, but then they started to demolish it every day, every month, so we moved to the village's cemetery.
| have nine children. We became displaced. The situation in the village is not stable. The entire village is
already destroyed. | want my house back in its place. | want life to return to the way it used to be, outside of
the cemetery, the children and | and the 50 demolished homes. | want them with me outside. | want us to
re-gather and to live our life from the beginning. Insh'Allah."

Hakma Arsheed Abu-Medigm, Al-Arakib
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With 250 residents, the village of Al-Arakib is one of
about 40 unrecognized Palestinian villages in Israel.
(Amnesty). The village was demolished for the first
time on July 27, 2010 and an Israeli police force of
over 1,000 officers evacuated its residents. At least
46 houses were demolished, thousands of olive trees
and other crops were uprooted, and much property
was confiscated.

The residents, who refused to leave their land, returned
and built temporary dwellings. These were demolished
a second time on the 4th of August, and again on the
17th of August during the fast of Ramadan. Since then,
the village has been demolished 20 more times. Many
of its residents have been arrested and injured during
the demolitions.
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Children walking through the debris of their
demolished houses, to their newly-built shacks.
Al-Arakib, January 2011
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Bedouin women attacked by Israeli riot police
during a solidarity march at the entrance to the
village of Al-Arakib.

February 2011
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Mayor (of Lod) Maxim Levi (1987): “[itis] appropriate
to consider unconventional solutions, and to act
towards the dispersal of groups out of the city as well
as to entirely prevent the continuation of illegal invasion
in the future. The problem of the Arab population is
difficult and urgent, it demands an overall fundamental
and immediate solution ..."
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Neighbors consoling a member of the Abu Eid family
as her home is demolished by Israeli authorities.
Lod, December 2010
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Children sitting atop belongings that were
recovered from their shack, which was
demolished by Israeli authorities.
Al-Arakib, November 2009
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Bedouins setting up a tent for the night, after their
entire village was demolished by Israeli authorities.
Al-Arakib, January 2011
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Palestinian men rebuilding homes that were
demolished by the Israeli army in A-Twane.
South Mount Hebron, March 2007
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A bulldozer belonging to the Israeli Land
Administration tears down a house during the
3rd demolition of Al-Arakib.

August 2010
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Young Palestinian boys in the "Buffer
zone" collecting scraps to sell.
Beit Hanoun, Gaza Strip, August 2011
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Masked policemen standing beside a home taken over
by Jewish settlers. The photo was taken during the
weekly protest against the settlers in Sheikh Jarrah.
December 2009
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A woman and a man posing next to their packed
belongings, as they prepare to evacuate their
apartment owned by ‘Amidar’, the Israeli public
housing company. Jaffa, March 2008
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"We have become fearless. Due to the ongoing attacks, numerous arrests and the permanent threat,
we know no fear any more. We are living in a place in which we do not plan the distant future. We live
day-by-day and we hope that our children's future will be better than ours."

Jawad Siyam, Silwan, East Jerusalem
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The Absentee Property law allows the Israeli state to
confiscated property from any Palestinian who fled
or was expelled in 1948. Palestinian residents of Jaffa,
as in other places, were forced to relocate into
apartments owned by public housing companies; thus
becoming statutory tenants under the Statutory Tenant
law. Thousands of Arab families are currently residing
in apartments, originally owned by Palestinians, now
property of the state. According to the Statutory Tenant
Law the right to protected tenancy can only be
inherited once. As a result many young people, third
generation to the original tenants, are regarded as
"intruders"” in their own homes. The popular committee
of Jaffareports that in 2007, over 500 families in Jaffa
were issued evacuation orders by the Israeli Land
Administration.
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In the foreground, the Hattab family's house, before
being evicted in the Ajami neighborhood. In the
background, newly-built luxury apartments.

Jaffa, January 2008
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A man sitting beside his house as Israeli authorities
destroy the pathway to it, after claiming it was
illegally constructed.

Jaffa, October 2009
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The “Tunnels” checkpoint on road 60
Between Jerusalem and Hebron.
September 2007
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Israeli border police arresting a Palestinian
youth attempting to block bulldozers
constructing the separation wall.
Al-Walaja, April 2010
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Israelis having a picnic on the grounds of ‘Old’
Al-Walaja, a village whose inhabitants were
expelled in 1948.

April 2006
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Abd Al-Rabbeh from Al-Walaja, whose lands were
cut off from the rest of the village by the separation
wall, in the cave where he stays in order to protect

his lands from imminent confiscation.

Al-Walaja, April 2009
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Children attending a class in the community of
Fasayel. Israeli authorites have announced that
the school will be demolished.

Jordan Valley, October 2008
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Children standing before the ruins of their
village that was demolished for the third
time in four months.

South Mount Hebron, March 2011
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"My name is Muna Al-Kurd and | am 12 years old. I've lived in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood ever since | was
a little child. This house means everything to me. It's my childhood and my life. It holds within it all my experiences
and memories. I'm afraid the Jews will come and take this house like they took our house on the other side.
I'm afraid they will take all the neighborhood and it will stop being Sheikh Jarrah."

Muna Al-Kurd, Sheikh Jarrah, East Jerusalem
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According to OCHA, Palestinian construction in Area
C and East Jerusalem is largely prohibited as a result
of restrictive planning policies applied by the Israeli
authorities. Palestinian construction is effectively
banned in some 70 percent of Area C, in areas that
have been designated for the use of Israeli settlements
or the Israeli military. In practice, the Israeli authorities
generally allow Palestinian construction in less than
one percent of Area C, much of which is already built-
up. A similar restrictive planning and zoning regime
is applied by the Israeli authorities in East Jerusalem,
where only 13 percent of the land has been allocated
for Palestinian construction. However, much of this
land is already built-up, the permitted construction
density is limited and the application process is
complicated and expensive.
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The remnants of a tarmac road, one of two destroyed
by the Israeli army, together with two homes and two
animal sheds, in the village of Al-Agaba.

Jordan Valley, April 2011
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Bedouins awaiting the arrival of Israeli police by

their tent. Half an hour later the tent was destroyed.

Al-Arakib, February 2010
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Children attempting to recover family belongings,
which were buried under debris when their home
was demolished.

Al-Arakib, August 2010
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An army jeep waiting by a trench dug to prevent
the passage of Palestinian vehicles between the
Jordan Valley and the rest of the West Bank.
Jordan Valley, April 2011
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Palestinians waiting while soldiers check their ID's.

Only Palestinians with special permits are allowed to cross
through this gate, an important route between several Bedouin
communities and the town of Tubas.

Jordan Valley, April 2011
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Palestinian shepherds herding their sheep while Israeli
soldiers prevent them from reaching the grazing land.
South Mount Hebron, May 2008
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A Palestinian woman recovering her family's belongings
after the second demolition of her entire village.
South Mount Hebron, March 2011
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Settlements in South Mount Hebron have expanded
substantially since the 90's via allocation of state land
and illegal seizures of Palestinian land. Unlike
Palestinians, Jewish settlers can participate in the
drafting and implementation of building plans. As
settlements expand closer to Palestinian villages, the
rates of settler violence towards Palestinians increase.
In November 99" Israeli military forces expelled the
cave residents of South Mount Hebron and confiscated
their tents, produce, clothes, and other personal property.
They sealed caves, destroyed wells and temporary
structures used to provide services to the residents,
and prohibited them from returning to the area. The
cave residents petitioned the High Court of Justice
against their expulsion. A temporary injunction was
issued, returning the residents to the area and enjoining
the state from expelling them. Still, the army constantly
demolishes tents and shacks they live in.
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A family from the community of Um Al-Kheir at their tent
which was demolished twice. In the background is a new
neighborhood of the Israeli settlement Carmel.

South Mount Hebron, April 2011
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A Palestinian child unloading his family's belongings
off a truck after his home was demolished by the
Israeli army the previous day.

Ein Al-Hilwe, Jordan Valley, March 2011
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"l am afraid of the night, because | can feel the settlers coming. | sleep on and off. When | was little | didn't
go to school because the way there would take so long because of the army and settlers. | would just not
make it to school. so instead of studying | would stay home."

Iman Nawaj'ah, Susya, South Mount Hebron
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"A new settler maneuver in the Jordan Valley brought
about the expulsion of a Palestinian family. The family
has resided in the Valley for over 40 years, and set up
their tent on a land legally leased.

Orders to evacuate the land were issued after a group
of settlers set up a protest tent next to a tent belonging
to sheepherders, built on privately owned Palestinian
land in the area of Wadi Al-Maleh. Last Thursday, after
the Palestinians complained to the Israeli Civil

Administration that settlers set up a tent on their land,
both Palestinians and Israelis were handed an order
deeming the area a Closed Military Zone. They were all
told to evacuate the area. The order was signed by the
Commander of the Jordan Valley Brigade, Colonel Yohai
Ben Ishai. Upon receiving the order, both the settlers and
Palestinians dismantled their tents."

- Amira Hass, "Haaretz", 03.05.10
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Settlers having a picnic next to Palestinian homes in
Al-Bakah valley, near Hebron.
January 2011

0'1"DUY72 711 T'7 {77770 01V D'7NITNN
Nan 1'7 X221 i7nya
2011 X1

A Palestinian boy at the entrance to his tent. Behind
him, an armed man is standing guard by a settler tent.
Jordan Valley, March 2011
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Israeli Special Forces entering the Ras Al-Amoud district
during clashes with local youth in East Jerusalem.
March 2010
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A Palestinian boy collecting used tear gas canisters
from a rooftop in Silwan.
February 2011
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A Palestinian boy standing next to settler children
and a security guard at the entrance to the "City
of David" archaeological site.

Silwan, April 2007
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Jawad Siyam, a political and social activist from
Silwan, shortly after he was released from a
three-day detention and sent to house arrest.
East Jerusalem, February 2011
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A member of the Al Kurd family being evacuated
by a medical team during her family’s eviction from
half of its home, which was taken over by settlers.
Sheikh Jarrah, October 2009
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Sheikh Jarrahis a Palestinian neighborhood in East Jerusalem,
close to the 67' border that separates East and West
Jerusalem. About 3,000 Palestinians live there. In the late
90's, Jewish settlers began seizing buildings and settling
compounds in there. One of the compounds at issue is a
plot of around 4.25 acres in the heart of the neighborhood,
inwhich 28 Palestinian refugee families who lost their original
homes in what became Israeli territory in 48', now live.
These families were housed in Sheikh Jarrah by the Jordanian
government during the 50's and renounced their refugee
status; thus also the rights and welfare that go together
with that status. In the wake of an Israeli Court ruling, four
families, comprising of more than 50 souls, were evicted
from their houses without being offered a suitable alternative
or compensation and their homes were taken over by Jewish
settlers. A similar threat hangs over the rest of the families.
Lately, additional eviction law suits have been filed.
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Two members of the Hanoun family, whose house
was taken over by settlers as a result of an Israeli
Court decision.

Sheikh Jarrah, March 2009
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Beit Lahiya.
Gaza Strip, August 2011
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"About a month ago security guards were attempting to arrest a child who took down a metal pole. One of
the guards held the child and informed him that he was under arrest. | asked him, '"How can you arrest him?
You are not a police officer” The guard ordered me to stay put, pointed a gun to the child's head and warned
him that if he was ever to return there, he would get shot. Later, some more guards arrived at the scene and
shot live bullets in the air. The next day, the police came to arrest the child."

Jawad Siyam, Silwan, East Jerusalem
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According to "Betzelem", Since 1948, the Gaza strip
has been one of most beleaguered territories for
Palestinians and most vulnerable in terms of living
conditions and shelter security. The 1948 war resulted
in an exodus of 200,000 refugees into Gaza. Today,
two thirds of Gaza's 1.65 million residents are registered
by UNRWA as refugees. Half a million live in refugee
camps. According to UN figures, the area of the formal
Buffer Zone, together with the area in which entry
effectively restricted due to a real risk of gunfire, covers
62.6 square kilometers, which amount to 17 percent
of the total area of the Gaza Strip and 35% of the
agricultural land. The Buffer Zone affect 113,000
Palestinians (7.5 percent of the population of the Gaza
Strip), causing harm to their homes, land, workplaces,
and schools (seven schools are located in areas in
which entry is restricted. In the past decade 457 people
out of which at least 141 civilians, were shot to death
for entering the Buffer Zone (not including the time
of operation Cast Led).

DT TAX X' 71TV TIVIXY 1948 TXN "D7¥1” "0 7Y
ANX7.01'DD727 A1 D'V ITANN RIT DMWY 11
WX, 0MNX OMITXN 0070 200,000 1TV7 1V 1948
w'7w 1Y 01" .0"1{7N1 0'AWINi 80,000 7V 11011
XMIIX TTT7U 0TD70D DRI TITY AW 1770 1.65-N
.0'D"70 TINN1 DTN 17770 YN

fD'127Y DMITXR 7w 771071 DNDW D”1IX{ 171 07
M MID0 7w 7101 172210 IX TI'RYA DRI 07X
NLWN 17%-2 DY N"N{7 62.6-2 7V TNV TI'WNN
7¢ DN17 .AVIXAN 7Y R7{7N0 TINDWN 35%1,7TV1X1
JWX 113,000-2 7V V'QWN 110101 DMIDXT DMK
TI7712 7R YW .VIXIA TIMD1721XN 7.5% DN
7Y T2V D701 ,i1TNATRI ,INAWNN 111 Y10
ANXN D71 7w O'TIN'7i1 01703 1X,1INAWNN 11N N
110121 72211017 DINTI 713 0121w 1A0 M1 yawy
141 T1INQY7 D110 D'WIX 457 TNINYT 111 [NNXT YY1
DT AT NDWI ANN71 19NNWN X7 IWX D'NITX
(171X TNA1Y 7121771 TIX 077710 DI'X




The separation wall to the west of
South Mount Hebron.
April 2011
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A family from the community of Um Al-Kheir at their
tent, which is due for demolition. In the background is
the new neighborhood of Carmel, an illegal settlement.
South Mount Hebron, February 2011
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A fenced pumping station of '"Mekorot - Israeli Water
Company', set up next to a Bedouin encampment.
Jordan Valley, March 2010
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Suleiman Hadalin from Um Al-Kheir, facing a settler
from Carmel. Some of the lands on which Carmel was
built were bought by Suleiman's father in the 50's.
South Mount Hebron, March 2008
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Members of the Al-Touri family gathering their
belongings following a home demolition.
Al-Arakib, July 2010
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An Israeli soldier planting a tree donated by the
JNF on the lands of the village of Al-Arakib.
January 2011
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"As a Palestinian resident of Silwan, home is everything. Home becomes a dream. Home is the morning and
the evening, anything, any thing for us is home. Today, the dream of a Palestinian from Silwan is to pass away
in his home. It's sad. It's a tragedy, but that is our dream."

Jawad Siyam, Silwan, East Jerusalem
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“In the years prior to the founding of the state of Israel,
the Jewish National Fund played a central role in
obtaining land for the establishment of a national home
for the Jews. Using donations collected from Jews
abroad, the JNF gradually acquired land from Arabs.
After the founding of the state, its professed role
changed from "land redemption” to preparing the
ground for Jewish settlement. However, the JNF
continued to purchase lands for the Jewish people in
areas where there is an Arab majority. 13 percent of
Israeli Land Administration property is owned by the
INF, thereby rendering it the second largest landowner
in Israel after the state itself. According to JNF policy,
set forth in the 5th Zionist congress in Basel in 19071,
it may only sell its purchased lands to Jews."

- Amiram Bareket, "Haaretz", 3.5.2010
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An uprooted olive tree in Al-Arakib one day after
the entire village was demolished.
July 2010
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Members of the Al-Touri family as they are forcefully
evicted from their homes by Israeli riot police.
Al-Arakib, July 2010
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Palestinian workers at the Ma'ale Efraim
checkpoint, on their way to work in the
surrounding illegal Israeli settlements.
Jordan Valley, July 2009
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Children by the family tent in the community of Fasayel, which is
under the threat of demolition. The Israeli authorities demolished
18 homes, nearly destroying the community.

Jordan Valley, April 2011
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Palestinian farmers pumping water from a natural
water reservoir, despite being prohibited to do so
by Israeli authorities.

Jordan Valley, July 2009

;WD D' AKNN D' DIXIY D'1'DOY70 D'R7{7N
2 TYWVY7 D7V TDIX 7RWW X 7Y
2009 71", 1TV Nvj7a

139



A Palestinian woman at her home in Hammam
Al-Maleh. Many homes in the community are
under the threat of demolition.

Jordan Valley, July 2009
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Local residents and activists resting before the first
demolition of the village of Al-Arakib, which since
has been demolished 23 times.

July 2011
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In October of 2010, in light of increasing crime rates in
the city of Lod, the Israeli government passed a decision
regarding the development of the city. 4 million NIS were
allotted for welfare and 10 million NIS for crime prevention
programs. However, 40 million NIS, one quarter of the
entire budget for the program, was allocated to "real
estate law enforcement... [and] prioritizing public
property." In other words: home demolitions.
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Israeli riot police marching through Al-Arakib
during the first demolition of the village.
July 2010
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Palestinians from neighboring towns, together with
local residents and activists, protesting home
demolitions in the city of Lod.

March 2010
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A home demolition in Al-Walaja.
December 2006
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Nasser Ghawi's children sleeping in the family's
protest tent in Sheikh Jarrah.
February 2010
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Shepherds from Al-Walaja on their way home,
passing through the separation wall which is being
built around their village.

February 2011
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"Home for me means stability, serenity, comfort, any peaceful thing means home for me.."

Naama Abdallah Abu-Alhadalin

Um Al-Kheir , South Mount Hebron
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The building of the West Bank Separation Barrier,
identified by the UN as "the most alarming
development in 2003 in the West Bank". The UN Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
estimates that close to 680,000 people (about 30
percent of the Palestinian population in the West Bank)
will be directly affected by the Barrier. Human rights
group B'Tselem estimates that up to 90,000
Palestinians could be displaced due to the construction
of the Barrier. Residents of the "seam zone", the area
between Israel and the wall, have been cut off from
their social and economic livelihoods, and face the
possibility of expulsion due to special permit
requirements.
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Israeli border police standing in front of the Ghawi family
house, which is occupied by Jewish settlers. Behind them,
a private security guard holding an Israeli flag.

Sheikh Jarrah, December 2009
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A woman watching television in the tent she has been
living in for the past two years, since Operation Cast Lead.
Beit Lahiya, Gaza Strip, August 2011
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GET ACTIVE

Links
For Further Information
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Shiekh Jarrah Solidarity
www.en.justjlm.org

Negev Coexistence Forum
www.dukium.org

CPSG
Civil Peace Service Gaza.
WWW.CPSgaza.org

ICHAD

Israeli committee against
house demolitions.
www.icahd.org

Jordan Vally Solidarity
www.jordanvalleysolidarity.org

Rabbis For Human Rights
www.rhr.org.il

Wadi Hilwe Information
Center, Silwan
www.silwanic.net

Ta'ayush

Arab-israeli partnership through
direct non violent action.
www.taayush.org
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BDS movement
www.bdsmovement.net

The Free Gaza Movement
www.freegaza.org

ISM
International solidarity movement
http;//palsolidarity.org

Gisha

Legal center for the freedom
of movement.
www.gisha.org



Stop The Wall
www.stopthewall.org

PCHR

Palestinian Center for Human Rights.

www.pchrgaza.org/portal/en

AL MEZAN
Center for human rights.
www.mezan.org/en

ACRI

The association for civil
rights in Israel.
www.acri.org.il

Anarchists Against The Wall
www.awalls.org

Yesh Din
Volunteers for human rights.
www.yesh-din.org

Operation Dove
Non violent peace corps.
www.operationdove.org

Mossawa center

The advocacy center for Arab
citizens in Israel.
www.mossawacenter.org

Popular Struggle Coordination
www.popularstruggle.org

Meezan
Association for human rights.
WWW.meezaan.org

Sadaka Reut

Arab-Jewish youth partnership.

www.reutsadaka.org

BADIL

Resource center for Palestinian
residency and refugee rights.
www.badil.org

Machsomwatch

Women against the occupation
and for human rights.
www.machsomwatch.org

Tarabut

Arab-Jewish movement for
social and political change.
www.tarabut.info/en/home

Adalah

The legal center for Arab
minority rights in Israel.
www.adalah.org

AIC
Alternative information center.
www.alternativenews.org

All Nations Cafe
Transforming checkpoints into
meeting points.
www.allnationscafe.org

IDMC

www.internal-displacement.org
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B'tselem

The Israeli information center for
human rights in the occupied
territories.

www.btselem.org
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www.activestills.org
activestills@gmail.com

The Activestills collective was established in 2005
by a group of Israeli and international documentary
photographers out of a strong conviction that
photography is a vehicle for social change. We believe
in the power of images to shape public attitudes and
to raise awareness on issues that are generally absent
from public discourse. We view ourselves as part of
the struggle against all forms of oppression, racism,
and violations of the basic right to freedom. We do
work on various topics, including the grassroots
movement and the popular struggle against the Israeli
occupation, women's rights, immigration, asylum-
seekers, social justice, the siege on Gaza, housing rights
inside Israel and more. The collective operates in Israel/
Palestine and focuses on social and political
documentation, project productions, publications, and
exhibitions. Israeli public opinion is shaped by the
mainstream media, which is shifting towards becoming
more racist and violent. The impact of this shift is
evident in increased public support for violent military
operations, racist legislation, and discriminatory
policies. We wish to challenge these changes with
our work.
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THIS BOOK is ajoint project of ACTIVESTILLS photo collective
and THE ISRAELI COMMITTEE AGAINST HOUSE DEMOLITION
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“"WE NEVER FINISHED 1948":
The Continuing Campaign of Internal Displacement
in Israel / Palestine

11948 NIX 11N"'D X7 D71yn”

JUNNNi 71w 7070
1'DD72 / 78w

"For us, the ongoing Occupation is not merely an V11171 VI 77 11X TWATINN w112 ' D110 11XR”
event arising out of 1967, war but a continuation of ~ 11'NAN,1948 7¥ VW1 1DWNI1 X7X ,1967 TINN7NN
1948, conceptually and militarily. That “we never ~ TIX 1IN"'D X7 D71VYN" XND'DN JI'RAXT I'TWATI
finished 1948," a slogan commonly heard in Israel  DT7XW1 '0N MA17 DT1'V7 TTIVNWI WK ;71948
and attributed to Moshe Dayan, refers to the fact that ~ m"D1721Xn '¥nNw 727 NnoN" NN, 1" T AWAR7 NDN1T'N1
half the population of the Land of Israel is now  Tu1i1 271" ,027i1 0'2) “.711'DOD70 11TV 7RIWT YR
(D711 oM Tl 17>"1w1r|

Palestinian." (Jeff Halper, Director of the Israeli

L]
Committee Against House Demolition)
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