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Effective with any manuscript submit-
ted after 31 December 2010, AGU is elimi-
nating color charges in all formats. At the 
same time that we eliminate color charges, 
we are simplifying publication fees. Arti-
cles published in Journal of Geophysical 
Research; Geochemistry, Geophysics, Geo-
systems; and Radio Science will each have a 
flat fee of $1000, and Geophysical Research 
Letters (GRL) articles will each have a flat 
fee of $500. These prices represent a small 
drop from the average cost currently paid 
by authors. We will retain the excess page 
charges for full articles longer than 13 pages 
(including Water Resources Research) and 
4 pages for letters, comments, and replies. 
This simplification means we can streamline 
the “calculator” authors must use when sub-
mitting manuscripts to AGU.

We are also simplifying the Author Choice 
option from a publishing unit (PU) basis 
to a flat fee of $3500 ($2500 for GRL) per 

published article. The Author Choice fee will 
no longer be additive—authors who elect to 
place their articles under unfettered public 
access will pay only the Author Choice fee 
and any applicable excess page fees. 

Early this year we completed negotiations 
with Portico, an electronic archiving service, 
to place AGU journals in their archive and to 
serve customers who cancel their subscrip-
tions. We began loading articles midyear 
and will soon have a complete archive in 
their care. One of the features of the agree-
ment is that Portico will upgrade articles to 
any new platform and return the upgrades to 
us. Because of this, the Perpetual Care fees 
are no longer necessary, and we will no lon-
ger charge them.

As we offer the reduced costs to authors, 
we ask for their help in reducing the time 
from acceptance to publication:

 • When accepted manuscripts are read-
ied for conversion to HTML and PDF, 
authors will receive an e-mail advising 
them when to expect their proofs. 

 • When authors receive their proofs, they 
will be asked to respond within two 
business days.

 • If we do not hear from the author in 
five business days, we will consider the 
proof approved as is, and the article 
will be published (several other publish-
ers already do this).

 • No further edits will be permitted after 
an article is published on the Web.

 • If authors wish to provide a secondary 
contact in the event they are unavail-
able, we will include that contact on all 
communications. 

Further, to discourage authors from rewrit-
ing entire paragraphs of their articles at 
proof stage, we are increasing the author 
alteration fee.

As we review the publishing program, 
we will continue to look for ways to 
enhance authors’ experience publishing 
with AGU. 

—Bill Cook, Director of Publications, AGU; 
E-mail: wcook@agu.org

Advisory Board that while the Obama 
administration sent Congress a $5.5 billion 
budget request for NOAA—17% above the 
agency’s FY 2010 enacted budget—“the real-
ity of our economic situation has cast many 
of those increases in doubt.”

Wylie said NOAA received a substan-
tial budget exception for procurement, 
acquisition, and construction funding to 
continue work on JPSS and climate sen-
sors. While the $382 million spending 
exception keeps the program on track 
for the time being, it falls far short of the 

administration’s $1.06 billion request to fully 
fund JPSS for FY 2011. 

Wylie said another congressional con-
tinuing resolution on the budget— which 
would maintain NOAA funding at FY 2010 
levels—appears likely through 28 February 
2011, with the possibility that there could be 
a yearlong continuing resolution. “It’s some-
what depressing to say that if we could hold 
where we are, even at the [FY 2010] levels in 
a yearlong continuing resolution, that would 
be good for NOAA, because I think there is 
going to be enormous downward pressure 

on science agencies in the Republican Con-
gress,” Wylie said.

Lubchenco said that while she is hope-
ful for continued bipartisan support from 
Congress, NOAA’s planning for the year 
assumes that funding will be tight. “We are 
very cognizant of the budget- constrained 
environment we’re going to be in,” she said, 
adding that the agency is preparing for vari-
ous contingencies to deal with a smaller 
budget.

—Randy ShowStaCk, Staff Writer

The American Geophysical Union 
is pleased to announce that effective 
immediately, it is the new publisher of the 
Journal of Advances in Modeling Earth 
Systems (JAMES). JAMES is a peer- reviewed, 
open-access, all- electronic journal that 
advances the science of Earth systems 
modeling by offering high- quality scientific 
research articles. JAMES was founded 
by the Center for Multiscale Modeling of 

Atmospheric Processes, a U.S. National 
Science Foundation–sponsored Science and 
Technology Center, and the journal began 
publishing peer- reviewed articles in the 
summer of 2009. Until now, the journal has 
been published by the Institute of Global 
Environment and Society.

From the journal’s inception, David 
Randall, a professor of atmospheric 
science at Colorado State University, has 
served as JAMES ’s editor. We are pleased 
that he has agreed to continue to serve 

in this capacity as JAMES changes its 
affiliation to AGU. We are also pleased 
to continue the publishing program and 
policies that have served the JAMES 
community from the beginning.

JAMES is the first all- unfettered- public- 
access journal to be published by AGU. 
Under Randall’s leadership, we will seek to 
add more articles, not just on atmospheric 
models but on all aspects of Earth systems 
models. We are enthusiastic about this 
additional journal offering to our authors 
and readers, and we look forward to 
welcoming this community of Earth system 
modelers to AGU.

Additional information is available at 
http:// www .agu .org/ journals/ms.

—Bill Cook, Director of Publications, AGU; 
E-mail: wcook@agu.org
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