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Ergativity and Role-Marking in Hawrami
Anders Holmberg David Odden
University of Newcastle & CASTL Ohio State University

Previous work on Kurdish ergativity (not Hawrami): Bynon 1979, 1980; Friend 1985; Haig 1998; Ma-
tras 1992; Previous work on Hawrami: MacKenzie 1996.

Ergativity: “...grammatical pattern in which the subject of an intransitive clause [S] is treated in the
same way as the object of a transitive clause [O], and differently from a transitive subject [A]” (Dixon
1994)

Basic syntactic properties of the present ~ future
Subject agreement on verbs: present-future paradigms

a. Ahmat ma-ram-o  “Ahmad runs”

Ahmad INFL-run - 3s
b. ad ma-ram-o “He runs”

he INFL-run- 3s
C. ma -ram-o id.

INFL-run - 3s
(amin) ma-ram-u “I will run” (ema) ma-ram-me  “we will run”
(to) ma-ram-i “you will run” (Sma) ma-ram-de  “you pl. will run”
(20) ma-ram-o “he will run” (ade) ma-ram-4 “they will run”
(ad ma-ram-o) “she will run”

The accusative case suffix on direct objects

a. pya-k-e asp-zka-i ma-win-a “The people see the horse”
people-the-pl  horse - the - ACC INFL -see - 3p
AL
b. Ahmat @®sp-&k®-i ma-win-o “Ahmad sees the horse”
Ahmad horse - the - ACC  INFL - see - 3s
AL
Object clitics
me-win-o=m “he sees me” =m Is
ma-win-o=1 “he sees you sg.” =t~ =t 2s
me-win-o=% “he sees him/her” =3 3s
ma-win-o=m-an “he sees us” =m-an Ip
ma-win-o=t-an “he sees you pl.” =t-an 2p
me-win-o=§-4n “he sees them” =S$-an 3p

Object clitics do not cooccur with overt objects
a. ahmad-i ma-win-u “I see Ahmad”
ahmad-ACC INFL-see-1s

b. *ahmad-i=§ ma-win-u, *ahmad-1 ma-win-u=§
ahmad-ACC=3s INFL- see - 1s ahmad-ACC INFL- see - 1s=3s

" Research for this paper paper was supported by a grant from the Leverhulme Foundation to Anders Holmberg. We would like to
thank our Hawrami consultant, Koresh Rafie, for his invaluable assistance. The dialect represented here is that of Pawa.
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a. to-i ma-win-o “he sees you sg.” ma-win-o=t

2s-ACC INFL - see - 3s INFL - see - 3s =2s
b. *to-(1) =1 ma-win-o *to-1 ma-win-o=t
2s - (ACC)=2s INFL- see- 3s 2s-ACC INFL- see- 3s=2s

These clitics — oblique clitics — are also used for possessive pronouns

dit=im “my heart”  dit=m-dn “our heart” e T

e ” s . ~ " 5 e optional distinction between 3st an
dit=it your heart”  dit=t-an your pl. heart 3sm can be realised because no vowel-
dit=is “his heart” dit=8-an “their heart” final inflectional suffix precedes.
dit=e$ “her heart”

Progressive aspect indicated by a case-marked cognate object — a nominalization of the verb stem

a. keSe -i ma-kes-u “I’m pulling”
pull -ACC INFL-

The cognate object is the past

past stem, which may be supple-
b. kust -i  ma-k“S-u “I’m killing” tively quite different from the
kil -ACC INFLill-1s bresent stem
C. ward -i m-wer-u “I’m eating”
eat -ACC INFL - eat - 1s
past
d. kewt-i  ma-gn-u “I’m falling”
fall -ACC INFL - fall - 1s
past

A direct object NP precludes the cognate object: the structure is aspectually ambiguous
a0 wraet-i ma-wres-o “he’s selling” (unambiguous)

3s selll-ACC  INFL -sell - 3s

ao tfeng-ake-i ma-wres-o “he’s selling the gun

35 gun- def- ACC INFL-sell - 35 he sells the gun; he will sell the gun”

An oblique clitic attaches to the cognate object
wraet-i=$ ma-wres-u “I’m selling it”
sell-ACC=3s INFL-sell - 1s

kust-i=t ma- k"$-0 “he’s killing you”
kill-ACC=2s INFL-kill- 3s

to-i  ma-k"s-o “he’s killing you; he kills you; he will kill you™
25-ACC INFL-kill - 3

Adjuncts do not block the progressive cognate object
yan-gna rama-i ma-ram-u “I am running in the house”
house - in run - ACC INFL-run- Is

a0 is@ rama-i ma-ram-o “he is running now”’
3s now run - ACC INFL-run-3s

Light verbs: N+V idioms — the N must be preverbal, and it does not take case
a. gasaw ma-0-u “I’m scratching”; “I will scratch”
scratch INFL - give -1s

b. ahmad-i gasaw mae-0z-u  “I’m scratching Ahmad”
ahmad-ACC scratch INFL - give -1s



The oblique clitic appears on the idiom object

(13)  tahsin=i§ ma-ker-u “I will praise him’
praise = 3m INFL-do- Is

b
tahsin=2e§ mae-kaer-u “I will praise her”
praise = 3f INFL-do- 1s

tahsin=it mae-keer-u “I will praise you™
praise = 2s INFL-do- 1s

(14)  *tahsin ma-ker-u=t (“T will praise you™)
praise  INFL-do- 1s=2s
*ahmad=diS§ tahsin ma-ker-u (“T will praise Ahmed”)
Ahmed =3s praise INFL-do- Is
Basic properties:
Word Order is SOV (Definite singular) Objects marked with accusative -i
Agreement with subject Oblique clitics (replacing objects) on 1* VP argument
Progressive marked via cognate object Direct object precludes cognate object
Light verbs have object Light object precludes cognate object
2. Past tense non-ergative
(15) past agreement present agreement
(amin) keewt-4ne “I fell” -ane -u
(to) kaeewt-i “you fell” -1 -1
(ad) kaewt “he fell” - -0
(ade) kaewt-2e “she fell” -
(emz) kewt-e-me  “we fell” -e-me -me
(Sma) kewt-e-de “you pl. fell” -e-de -de
(ade) kewt-e “they fell” -e -a
(16) Ahmat kewt-& “Ahmad (m) fell”  ziwa kewt-a “Zhiwa (f) fell”
A fell -3s z fell -3sf
ziwa keewt- “Zhiwa (f) fell”
z fell -3s

Past progressive transitive

(17) rama-i ram-en-¢ “I was running” rama-i ram-en-me  ‘‘we were running’’
rama-i ram-en-i “you were running” rame-i ram-en-de  ‘“2p were running’”
rama-i ram-¢ “he were running”  ramée-i ram-en-¢ “they were running”

v : WY (13 : 2 v : wY : [13 : 2

(18) koust-i k's-en-e I was beating kust-i  k's-en- 1 you were beating
beat-ACC  beat-PROG-1s beat-ACC  beat-PROG-2s

(19) ahmad-i k"S-en-e “I was beating Ahmad”

Ahmad-ACCs beat-PROG-1s

ad-i  k"S-en-e “I was beating him”
beat-ACC beat-PROG-1s

kust-i=§ k"S-en -e “I was beating him”
beat-ACC=3s beat-PROG-1s
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Ergative syntax in the past
Transitive past inflection

kuSt=im “I killed” kuSt=m-an “we killed”
kust=it “you killed” kust=t-an “you pl. killed”
kust=18 “he killed” kust=§-an “they killed”
kust=2e§ “she killed”

past intr. subject; past tr. non- oblique clitic

past progressive tr & intr.  progressive (objects, possessives)

-ane =m =m Is

-i =t =t 2s

%) =5 =5 3s

%) =S =S 3f
-e-me =m-an =m-an Ip
-e-de =t-an =t-an 2p

-e =S$-an =S$-an 3p

Feminine object marked — using feminine subject suffix: otherwise feminine objects are never marked
distinctly on the verb

kust=im “I killed him” kust-ee=m  “Ikilled her”
kust=it “you killed him” kust-a=t “you killed her”
kust=18 “he killed him” kust-a&=5 “he killed her”
The form of a pronoun object is also surprising:

object (transitive) past subject  object (otherwise: “he sees X)
Is kust-ane=$ “he killed me” -ane mawin-o=m
2s kust-i=$ “he killed you” -i maewin-o=t
Ip kust-e-me=$ “he killed us” -e-me mawin-o=m-in
2p kust-e-de=$ “he killed you pl.”  -e-de mawin-o=t-in
3p kust-e=$ “he killed them” -e mawin-o=§-an
An overt object takes the clitic referring to the subject; the verb form is invariant.
esp=imdi  “I saw a horse” aesp=iman di “we saw a horse”
horse =1s saw horse =1p saw
aesp=it di “you sg. saw a horse” asp=itan di “you pl. saw a horse”
horse =2s saw horse =2p  saw
aesp=is di “he saw a horse” aesp=isan di “they saw a horse”
horse =3s  saw horse =3p saw
The object cannot take accusative
*esp-i=m di (“I saw a horse”)

horse-ACC=1s saw

*aesp-ekae-i=m di (“T saw the horse™)
horse- DEF - ACC=1s saw
*kuris-i=m di (“T saw Koresh”™)

Koresh-ACC=1s saw



(26)

27)

(28)

(29)

(30)

(1)

(32)

The verb form changes to indicate plurality of the object (using the subject suffix)

asp-e=m di-e “I saw horses”
horse-pl=1s saw-3p

aesp-e=t di-e “‘you s. saw horses”
horse-pl=2s saw-3p

asp-e=$ di-e “he saw horses”

horse-pl=3s saw-3p

asp-e=man di-e
horse-pl=1p saw-3p

asp-e=tan di-e
horse-pl=2p  saw-3p

asp-e=$an di-e
horse-pl=3p  saw-3p

If the object is 3f, the verb may include the 3f subject suffix

di-a=%

saw-3f=2s

“you saw her”

Marking of the object on the verb via subject affixation is optional (unlike subject agreement in non-
ergative structures, which is obligatory)

to=m di-e
you=1s saw-2s

to=m di ~
you=1s saw

amn=it di ~ amn=it di-ane
me = 2s saw me =2s saw-ls

esp-e=mdi ~
horse-PL=1s saw

esp-e=m di-e
horse-PL=1s saw-3p

ema=t di ~ ema=t di-eme
us =2s saw us =2s saw-lp

The subject-encoding clitic appears on the direct object if there is one, otherwise on the idiom object in

light verb constructions.
a. a0 qaty-®ke=§ Ilul kerd

3s  carpet- def =3s pipe do

b. ad lul=i§ kerd

3s  pipe=3s do

keerg-eka bal=i$ girt-o
chicken-DEF wing=3s take-3s

ada=t di-& id.

3f=2s  saw-3f

“I saw you”

“you saw me”

“T saw horses”

“you saw us”’
us

“he rolled the carpet up”

“he rolled up”

“the chicken flew”

“we saw horses”

“you p. saw horses”

“they saw horses”

*ema=t di-e

= 2s saw -3p

The clitic (which encodes the subject) does not go on adjuncts; it does go on direct objects

hizi di=m
yesterday saw=1s

hizi &sp-ewa=m &s&
yesterday horse-indef= 1s bought

a. kar0-ewa=m bazar-e&na &se
knife - indef=1s market-in bought
b. bazar-e&ne& kard-ewa=m &s&
market-in knife - indef=1s bought
. bazar-ena ese =m
market - in bought =1s
d. *bazar-ene=m a&sae
market -in = 1s  bought

“I saw him yesterday”

*hizi=m ®sp-ew& &s&

*hizi=m di
yesterday=1s saw

“I bought a knife in the market”
id.

“I bought it in the market”

“I bought a horse yesterday”
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The subject NP of past transitives is in canonical subject position (initial); the subject has canonical
(non)-marking of case

a. ahmat asp-eka=3 wrat “Ahmad sold the horse”
ahmad  horse- DEF = 3s sold-3s

b. *aesp-ackee ahmat=is wraet, *aesp-ecka=$ ahmat wraet
horse- DEF  ahmad = 3s sold-3s horse- DEF  =3s ahmad sold-3s

Extraposition of relative clauses also follows the nominative-accusative pattern
Extraposition from subject position is disallowed

[pya-kee kee gji kawo=$ waerena be] amn=1S di-ane “the man who wore a blue coat saw me”
man- DEF REL coat blue = 3s wear was-3s  me = 3s saw-1s

A v . Wo. \/ v
*[pya-kae] amn=1s di-ane [ka gji kawo=s warena be]
man- DEF me=3s  saw-ls REL coatblue = 3s wear was-3s

*[pya-kee] di-ane=S [kee gji kawo=§ waerana be]
man- DEF  saw-1s = 3s REL coatblue = 3s wear was-3s

Extraposition from object position is allowed

— T
A . “. N
[pya-kee=m] di [ke gji kawo=s waraenz be ] “I saw the man who wore a blue coat”
man- DEF=1s  saw-3s REL coatblue = 3s wear was-3s

Indirect objects can take the marker, if they are leftmost of the non-adjuncts

T
a. bizee-ka—m je ahmad-i g1r¥ “I took the goat from Ahmad”
goat -DEF=1s from Ahmad-IZ  took-3s
//_/—\V
b. bizze-k -e=m jee ahmao-i - gurt-¢ “I took the goats from Ahmad”

goat -DEF -pl= 1s from Ahmad -1Z  took-3p

C. je ahmao-i=m  gurt “I took it from Ahmad”
from ahmad - IZ =1s took-3s

d. je ahmad-i=m gut-e “I took them from Ahmad”
from ahmad -1Z=1s  took-3p

a. Caqo-ewae=m ba ahmad-i da “I gave a knife to Ahmed”
knife -INDEF=1s to Ahmad-IZ gave-3s

b. *Caqoewa bae ahmadi=m da

a. da= m ba ahmad-i “I gave it to Ahmed”

gave-3s=1s  to  ahmad-1Z

b. bz ahmad-i=m da =
to ahmad - IZ=1s gave-3s

C. *da be ahmadi=m



Dative movement for pronouns

(39) a. put=<im da  panae=t “I gave you money”
money=1s  gave-3s to =2s
. TN
b. put=im panz da - i =
money=1s to gave-2s

The possessor of a possessed NP may also trigger subject agreement
(40) a. ada=m=18 di “he saw my mother”

mother=1s =3s saw

b. seree=t=im di “I saw your head”
head =2s=1s saw

C. keerg-akae=m=it di “you saw my chicken”
chicken-DEF = 1s= 2s saw

v oAY
(41) a. ada=J=s di-ane “he saw my mother”

mother =_=3s saw-1s

b. sere=J=m di-e “I saw your head”
head = _ =1s saw=2s

c. kerg-eke=0=t di-ane you saw my chicken
chicken-DEF = =25 saw-Is

Marking the possessor on the verb is not possible in the non-past
(42) gew-xke=t me-san-u “I will buy your cow”
cow - DEF =2s INFL-buy -ls

*geew-gkae ma-san-u=t
cow - DEF INFL-buy -1s = 2s

Verbs agree with objects (optionally — else no agreement at all)

Objects do not have accusative

Oblique clitics are assigned in the VP agreeing with the subject

Pronouns can get “liberated” in ergative structures and exhibit the object-like property of
verb agreement

Word order patterns do not indicate a subject/object role reversal

4. Ergativity elsewhere in Hawrami
“Have” in the present works like a past transitive verb

(43)  “Subj. has the book” “Subj. has the books” subject
ktew-ekae=m han ktew-@&ke=m han-e Is
ktew-&ka=t hen ktew-&ka=t hen-e 2s
ktew-akae=S han ktew-ake=S$ hen-¢ 3s
ktew-zke&=man hen ktew-zke=man han-e Ip
ktew-zka=tan haen ktew-zke=tan han-e 2p
ktew-zka=S$an hen ktew-zke=san han-e 3p

Ahmat ktew-xkae=3§ hen “Ahmad has a book”
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The verb can mark a feminine object
m

ziwa=m haen-a “I have Zhiwa (f)”

zhiwa= 1s have- 3f

Pronoun objects can trigger subject-suffix on verb

to=m han to=m haen-i han-i=m “I have you”
you=1s have you=1s have -2s have -2s=1s

a@mn=it hen a@mn=it han-ane hen-ane=t  “you have me”
me = 2s have me = 2s have -2s have -1s =2s

Possessive pronoun inside object can be realised as subject suffix on verb

Y
ktew-aekae=t=im han ktew-eke=J=m han-i “I have your book”
book -DEF =2s=1s have-3s book -DEF = _ =Is have -2s
Y
: A [13 2
ktew-a&kae=m=il han ktew-eka==t han-ane you have my book
book -DEF =1s=2s have-3s book -DEF = =2s have -ls

“Want” acts ergatively too

a. ®sp-&ke=m geraek=an “I want the horse”
horse - DEF = Is desire  =COP-3s

b. ®sp-eke=1 gerek=an “you want the horse”
horse - DEF = 2s desire =COP-3s

C. aesp-ekae=S§ gerek=an “he wants the horse”
horse - DEF = 3s desire =COP-3s

d. aesp-e=§ geraek=ene “he wants horses”
horse-PL=3s desire =COP-3p

€. Ahmat asp-ekae=S§ gerek=an “Ahmad wants the horse”

Ahmad  horse - DEF = 3s desire =COP-3s

v, Y
to=S§ gaeraek=an-i “he wants you”
you=3s desire ~ =COP-2s

to=m gaeraek=an-i “I want you”
you=1s desire ~ =COP-2s

em&=1 gerek=an “you want us”
us =2s desire  =COP-3s

v v

ema=t gerek=en-me =
us =2s desire  =COP-1p

gerek=m=an-i “I want you”
desire  =1s =COP-2s



Passive future paradigm: sufix -yee-

(50) madiur-ye-u “ls will be given” madir-y-eme  “1p will be given”
madir-ye-i  “2s will be given” madir-y-ede  “2p will be given”
madir-y-o ‘it will be given” medir-y-a(ne) “they will be given”

Passive of ditransitive: passivizing the direct object (no ergativity)

(51) a. (ad) zar -ake-i ma-0 -0 ba ziway “he will give the present to Zhiwa”
3s present-DEF-ACC INFL-give-3s to Z

b. zar-ak¥® ma-Ou-y -0 ba Ziway “the present will be given to Zhiwa”
present-DEF INFL-give-PASS-3s  to Z
e
A A v. « . . Lo
c. zar-ak-an mea-0r-y -a ba ziway the presents will be given to Zhiwa’

present-DEF-PL  INFL-give-PASS-3p to Z

Passivizing the indirect object: ergativity, because there remains a non-accusative object

.. Ve Ty o .
(52) a. ziwa zar =iS p@&n®& me-0u-y -0 “Zhiwa will be given a present”
V4 present=3s  to INFL give-PASS-3s

b. *ziwa zar peng maodiryo

. ziwa gul -e =§ pana ma-Ou-y -a “Zhiwa will be given flowers”
zZ flower-PL=3s to INFL give-PASS-3p

=

A \/ VA \/ . . .
d. zawro-k-an zar=san pena ma-0iur -y -0 “‘the children will be given a present”
children-DEF=PL present=3p to INFL-give-PASS-3s
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Appendix 1: accusative only realised on definite singular NP’s

a. kuris-i  ma-win-o “he sees Koresh” *kuri§ maewino
Koresh-ACC INFL - see - 3s

b. tfeeng-eka-i ma-win-o “he sees the gun”
that gun-ACC-def INFL -see -3s

C. a tfeeng-i-ae meae-win-o “he sees that gun”
that gun-ACC-def INFL-see-3s

d. keem tfeng-i ma-win-o “which gun does he see?”
which gun - ACC INFL-see-he



Definite mass nouns also receive case
gost-eekae-i ma-win-o “he sees the meat”
meat - the -ACC INFL - see - 3s

kam gost-i ma-win-o “which meat does he see?”

which meat - ACC INFL-see-he

Bare mass nouns do not take case

goSt mae-win-o “he sees meat” *g0$t-1 meewino

meat INFL - see - 3s

Neither do indefinite-marked count nouns

tfeeng-ewa ma-win-o “he sees a gun” *tfeng-ew-1 ma&wino
gun - INDEF INFL - see - 3s

NP’s with indefinitizing modifiers don’t take case

hayC gaw mi-ma-win-o “he doesn’t see any cow”  *hayC gawi Mmawino

any cow neg- INFL- see -3s

qatre draext ma-win-o “he sees some trees” *qatre draexti maewino
some tree INFL - see - 3s
Plural object nouns are not case-marked
a. tfeeng-ack-an-(*i) mee-win-o “he sees the guns”
gun - def - pl-(ACC) INFL - see - 3s

b. tfeeng-a&k-e-(*1) ma-win-o =
gun - def - pl-(ACC) INFL - see - 3s

Appendix 2: Relative clause extraposition

10

Relative clauses must be at the end of the NP when in subject position: non-past
[pya-kee ke ma-ram-o] biza-k-an mae-san-o “the man who runs will buy the goats”
man- DEF REL INFL-run- 3s goat- DEF -pl INFL- buy -3s

*[pya-kee] bizee-k-an mae-san-o [ka ma-ram-o]
man- DEF goat- DEF -pl INFL- buy -3s REL INFL-run- 3s

[bizae-kae ke Ahmat me-san-o0=S] na-wes=an “the goat that A will buy is sick”
goat DEF REL Ahmad INFL-buy -3s=3s NEG-good=3s copula

*[bizee-kee] na-weS=an  [kee Ahmat ma-san-0=S§]
goat DEF NEG-good=3scopula REL Ahmad INFL-buy -3s=3s

[eesp-aek-an ke a0 ma-win-o=san] syaw=ene “The horses that he sees are black”
horse - DEF- PL REL he INFL-see -3s=3p  black =3p copula

Relative clause in matrix object usually comes after the verb

[zawro-kee-i ] me-win-u [kee pul-eeka=S dizi] “I see the child who stole the money”
chld- DEF-ACCINFL -see - 1s REL money-DEF =3s stole-3s

[mar-sekae-i] ma-win-u [ke tute-ka=S kust] “I see the snake that killed the dog”
snake-DEF-ACC INFL - see - Is REL dog - DEF = 3s killed-3s

[mar-akee-i] mae-win-u [kee tute-kee kust=is] “I see the snake that the dog killed”
snake-DEF-ACC INFL - see - Is REL dog- DEF killed+3s=3s



