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Abstract 

Interview in 1984 with Linus Pauling, professor of chemistry emeritus.  He recalls 
his instructorship in quantitative analysis at Oregon Agricultural College at age 
18.  To Caltech for graduate study, 1922.  As preparation, Arthur Amos Noyes 
sent him proof sheets of Noyes’s new book, Chemical Principles.  Studied X-ray 
crystallography with Roscoe G. Dickinson.  Gave seminar on Debye-Hückel 
theory of electrolytic solutions for visiting P. J. W. Debye.  Recollections of 
Noyes (then chairman of the Division of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering), 
Dickinson, and Ralph W. G. Wyckoff.  Discusses X-ray crystallography and its 
history.  Recollections of Gilbert N. Lewis, Caltech’s rivalry with Berkeley.  
Paper with Richard C. Tolman on residual entropy of crystals; recalls courses 
with Tolman.  Offer of professorship at Harvard in 1929 and MIT c. 1930.  Death 
of Noyes (1936) and Pauling’s appointment as chairman of chemistry division 
(1937).  Remarks on Biology Division and advent of Thomas Hunt Morgan 
(1928).  Work on hemoglobin in mid-1930s.  Remarks on Karl Landsteiner and 
immunology.  Lectures on “complementariness” as basis of biological specificity; 
paper with Max Delbrück.  Projected book on the molecular basis of biological 
specificity, to be called The Nature of Life.  Recollections of Albert Tyler and 
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George W. Beadle.  Comments on relations with Warren Weaver and Rockefeller 
Foundation.  Discusses work on protein structure and discovery of alpha helix.  
Discusses his reasons for leaving Caltech in 1963 and the attitude of Caltech 
president Lee DuBridge and John Roberts, then chair of the chemistry division.  
Recalls his resignation of division chairmanship in 1957; attitude of trustees 
toward his politics; his efforts to raise money to defend colleague Sidney 
Weinbaum.  Recalls being badgered by Lawrence Spivak on Meet the Press in 
1950s.  Comments on quantum mechanical theory of resonance and the chemical 
bond.  Comments on Center for Study of Democratic Institutions. 
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Linus Pauling astride car, 1923 
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Errata:  
 
p. 1:  “I knew him as the author of the book Qualitative Analysis”—The full title of 

Noyes’s book is A Course of Instruction in the Qualitative Chemical Analysis of 
Inorganic Substances. (Many editions; published by Macmillan). 

 
p. 3:  “Chemical Principles”—Full title is An Advanced Course of Instruction in 

Chemical Principles, written with Miles S. Sherrill (Macmillan, 1922).  
 
p. 5:  “it may have been Leeds, where I think the elder Bragg was”—William H. Bragg 

left the University of Leeds in 1915, to become professor of physics at University 
College, London. 

 
p. 7:  “his book, the Analytical Representation of the Results….”—Correct title is The 

Analytical Expression of the Results of the Theory of Space Groups, by Ralph W. 
G. Wyckoff.  

 
p. 17:  “[Alfred A.] Sturtevant”—Correct name is Alfred H. (for Henry) Sturtevant. 
 
p. 19:  “my lectures, which both [E. C.] Watson and [Francis] Crick heard”—Correct 

name is [James D.] Watson. 
 
p. 30:  “Private Eddie Slovak”—Correct name is Eddie Slovik. 

 
 


































































	Front Matter
	Abstract
	Administrative Information
	Copyright

	Photograph of Pauling

	Interview with Linus Pauling
	Errata
	Tape 1, Side 1
	Tape 1, Side 2
	Tape 2, Side 1


