
“The weight of the evidence suggests that 
immigration is not associated with increased 

levels of crime.” 
 

– Jacob I. Stowell and Ramiro Martinez, 
2007 (568) 

 
IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction:::: Anti-immigration groups, the media, and politicians continually spread 
information to the American public suggesting that immigration is linked with crime. These 
assertions are often baseless in that they are more opinion than documented fact. Recent research 
suggests that the claims that immigration (either documented or undocumented) causes crime are 
false, and that in reality immigrants may have dramatically lower crime rates than United States-
born citizens.  
 

Facts and Evidence from RecFacts and Evidence from RecFacts and Evidence from RecFacts and Evidence from Recent Researchent Researchent Researchent Research    
 
FactFactFactFact:::: Immigration in the United States may have contributed to decreased crime rates, and 
immigrants as a whole may have lower crime rates than native-born citizens. 
EvidenceEvidenceEvidenceEvidence:::: A 2007 study by Dr. Ruben Rumbaut and Dr. Walter Ewing connected higher rates 
of immigration in the 1990s and 2000s with a nationwide drop in crime rates. According to that 
study, “even as the undocumented population has doubled to 12 million since 1994, the violent 
crime rate in the United States has declined 34.2 percent and the property crime rate has fallen 
26.4 percent” (1). In addition, a 2008 study by Harvard University professor Dr. Robert Sampson 
found that first-generation immigrants in Chicago were 45 percent less likely to commit violence 
than third-generation Americans (29). 
 
FactFactFactFact:::: Immigrant cities in California may be safer than those with fewer immigrants.  
EvidenceEvidenceEvidenceEvidence:::: In a 2008 study, The Public Policy Institute of California found that California 
cities with a high share of recent immigrants have lower rates of both property crimes and violent 
crimes than other cities in the state. The relationship between immigration and lowered violent 
crime rates is particularly strong, and is statistically significant (17). Finally, the report found 
that “crime rates fell more in cities with a larger newly arrived foreign-born population” between 
2000 and 2005 (18). 
 
FactFactFactFact:::: Immigrants are less likely to be incarcerated than natives in California and United States 
jails. 
 EvidenceEvidenceEvidenceEvidence:::: The Public Policy Institute of 
California found that in both California and 
the United States as a whole, men ages 18-40 
“the age group most likely to commit crime,” 
the U.S.-born are approximately ten times 
more likely than the foreign-born to be in jail 
or prison (10-13). In addition, the Migration 
Information Source (2006) found that in 2000, 
“the incarceration rate of the US born (3.51 percent) was four times the rate of the foreign born 
(0.86 percent). The foreign-born rate was half the 1.71 percent rate for non-Hispanic white 
natives, and 13 times less than the 11.6 percent incarceration rate for native black men.” 
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FactFactFactFact:::: Immigrants may be less likely to commit homicides than US-born citizens.  
EvidenceEvidenceEvidenceEvidence: : : : Following a thorough review of recent literature, Dr. Jacob Stowell and Dr. 
Ramiro Martinez (2007) conclude that “the literature consistently finds a negative effect of 
immigration on crime, and particularly homicide” (568). A “negative effect” means that research 
has demonstrated that in the cities and neighborhoods studied immigrants often have a lower 
homicide rate than would otherwise be predicted. Stowell and Martinez also find that the groups 
of immigrants they studied in Houston and Miami, which they separated by ethnicity, also 
“yielded a combination of negative and null effects of the presence of foreign-born ethnic groups 
on violent crime” (577). This means that immigration either decreased violent crime rates or had 
no effect.   
 
ConclusionConclusionConclusionConclusion:::: Recent research presents evidence suggesting that immigrants in Los Angeles, 
California and throughout the United States have lower crime rates, rates of violent crime, and 
rates of incarceration than United States-born citizens. California cities with high numbers of 
immigrants also appear to be safer than those with fewer immigrants.  
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