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Yeur Prne,

Immigration and Nationality (Fees) (No 2) Requlations 2010

Following up on questions asked at the Commons debate on 1
November 2010.

1. | promised to write to you to clarify points helpfully raised in the debate on
the Immigration and Nationality (Fees) (No 2) Regulations 2010, which
took place on 1 November 2010.

2. | want to reassure you that no fees or charges are imposed on MPs who
make enquiries about the progress of an immigration application on behalf
of a constituent.

3. | was asked to provide further detail on the alignment of fees charged in
the UK to those charged overseas. Over time we are looking to further
align the visa model overseas with those applications made within the UK.
As we do this we plan to keep volumes under close review to manage that
transition carefully.

4. We are aiming to maintain service standards (time and quality) as we
reduce costs but improve productivity. We are achieving this through
investment in technology, moving to electronic rather than paper
applications and case files, improved workflow management and more
efficient security checking arrangements.



5. These fee proposals will ensure that whilst we are reducing costs we are
maintaining income levels as we shift the contribution for the migration
system from the UK taxpayer to the migrants who benefit,

6. | also discussed how complex migration systems and fees are and how
difficult direct comparisons can be because we cannot easily compare like
with like. It is also be worth noting that a comparison of international fees
is not necessarily the key deciding factor for the migrants’ decision to
come to the UK.

7. During the debate, | compared visa fees for Tier 1. In Australia Tier 1
migrants are granted permanent status on entry, compared to the UK
where migrants are granted three years leave and must submit further
applications if they wish to remain.

8. | have therefore taken this opportunity to provide you with some tables
showing comparisons of fees for entry visas, extensions and the full end to
end costs payable to reach permanent settlement for Tiers 1 & 2
respectively.

Comparison of proposed Tier 1 fees with international equivalents as at
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9. | am copying this letter to all committee members present at the debate,
and Hansard, and | will place a copy in the House library.

DAMIAN GREEN



