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What are the origins of the Pacific Islanders? goooooooooooooooooooo
Where did they come from? gooooooooooooooooooog
This question has been asked by explorers and people of science since oooOoOoO0OO0OOOOoOoOoOoOoooon

the eighteenth century. Based on similarities in languages amongst the oooooO00O0000000000000000000

Polynesians, the great Pacific explorer Captain James Cook argued that ooooooooooooooooooo
their origins lay further to the west in southeast Asia. Others, however,
goooooooooooooooooooooooo
have sought an origin the other direction. Thor Heyerdahl, for instance,
goooooooooooooooog
based on his Kon Tiki expeditions, argued that they had a South

0oo0000oooooooooOoOooooon
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American origin.
The problem was resolved by archaeologists who over 50 years ago
demonstrated that the settlement of the Pacific occurred from the bbooboobooboobboobooooboon

west, not the east. These discoveries were not only based on 0ooDo0boo00O00000000000000000000000

increasing archaeological fieldwork, but on a multi facetted research I i goo0oo0ooOooOoOooOoOooOooooooa

approach that also includes linguistics, bio-anthropology, and ethnc 30000 000000000000000000OOO0OOOO

We know now that the first settlers leaving the shore " a New 000D00000000o0o0oOOoOoOoOan
o0 an

Guinea and the Solomon Islands at about g

O0000000000000000o0o0o0o0
"?SIanla Doboo000o0oooooobooooooa

0 r
the Remote Pacific for the first time spoke tr
1 pottery that tl

Archaeologists call these peoples ap
gooooo0ooOoooOoooooo
also carried in their exploratio s t search

oooo0o00ooooooooa

focussed on the origins of these L'qit\aﬁﬁ!ople ear Taiy
Relationships between t ancestors i gobooopboopooog

to the north who made tery are still 0000000000000

are apparent.
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At the beginning of August, in the town of Koné in
the northern province of the French territory of New
Caledonia, about 80 archaeologists who study the South
Pecific region gathered from Australia, Canada, Japan,
France and America

They had assembled for an international symposium to
mark the 50th anniversary of the excavation of the
prehistoric Lapita pottery by the two scholars E. Gifford
and R. Shutler Jr. of the University of California.

There may be few ordinary Japanese who have heard of
Lapita pottery. In fact, | had never heard of it mysdlf.

I

sugupooooobobooooobobooon
goboooboboobobooboboobooosond
goboobobgoooobobooboobgon
gooon

gooboooboboooobobooobon
goobobbooooobobbooooboa20n0on
obooobooobooooobosonooooon
gooobobogobooobobogon

gooobboogooooboboogogooon

In Japan, the era ooooooQ
gﬁgﬂ?gmm{%% Life in Ancient Times in the Great Ocean oooooo
B.C. to about RBEIZCERTDODESLS L

the beginning of ooooao
the Christian era. 00000
Pottery from the 0o0o0on
e b 013000 O
known as Lapita

pottery, has been 0oo0oooo
successively  ex- 00000
cavated in idands

over an aea gooogao
ranging from the ooooao
New Britain Is Oo0o0oon
land, one of the

isands of Bis Dooodo
marck Archipel- oogooo
ago in Melanesia Ooooo
in the west to

Samoa in West- ooooo
ern Polynesia in oooogao
the east. 0oo0o0ooon
The  geometric bobobobo
desi gn of wavy Archeologists absorbed in Lapita pottery artifacts

lines or circles 00000000000000000000 00000
that can be seen Oooooo

on the surface like those on a noodle bowl are charac-
teristic of Lapita pottery. These are so diverse as to
make one think that no two are the same. Occasionaly
a design resembling human faces can aso be seen.

According to one of the participants in the symposium
however, Professor Michiko Intoh, an expert on
Micronesia at the Nationa Museum of Ethnography
(Suita City, Osaka), at the time of excavation most of it
was broken into small pottery fragments. For this reason
perfectly restored Lapita pottery is very scarce and can
only be found in the South Pacific. There is ill no
Lapita pottery in any Japanese museum.

| first met up with Lapita pottery in the northern
province cultural center of Koné. As well as fragments,
large and small brown-colored pots were lined up.
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Among them was a proudly standing vase, the circum-
ference of which was large enough to cause difficulties
in carrying it.

These were the property of the New Caledonia Museum
in Noumea, and had been displayed specidly for the
symposium. You really felt a direct connection with the
prehistoric era, unlike you would have with only pottery
fragments. The archaeologists too were al peering left
and right, up and down, totally absorbed in the artifacts.

Professor Kazumichi Katayama of Kyoto University’s
Primate Research Ingtitute, in his book Mongoloids of
the Sea calls the people who used this Lapita pottery the
L apita people, and describes them as “the Vikings of the
South Pacific.”

Like the valiant Vikings who swept over Europe
between the 8th and 11th centuries, the Lapita people
are said to have traveled fredly in their large canoes,
made oceanic voyages in the Pacific, and successively
discovered, colonized and developed idand after idand.
From funeral remains ornaments, axes, obsidian, and
human bones have been discovered. In the broad Pecific
there was life in ancient times spreading across the great
ocean.

So what kind of people were
the Lapita people?

At the beginning of this year,

a graduate student from the University of Oregon, who
was excavating a cave in Palau, Micronesia, found the
interment site of a number of human bones which are
thought to be 3,000 years old. The connection between
these and the Lapita people must await further study, but
Professor Intoh expresses her expectations like this,
“Bones are a treasury of information. Because human
bones from the Lapita pottery eraare very rare, thisfind
is big news.”

Where did they come from and where did they go?
“Through studies on the remains hereafter, we shall be
able to find the point of contact between the Asian
world and the Pecific world.” writes Professor
Katayama in his previoudy cited book. Some day an
unexpected connection between the Japanese people and
the Lapita people may come to light

o

Valiant and Free “Vikings”
B, BEAE [N1FxF2 7]
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A ceremony was held under clear skies to commem-
orate the 50th anniversary of the excavation of Lapita
pottery from prehistoric Oceania in a corner of the Foué
near Koné in the northern state of the French territory of
New Caledonia

“Here we can follow in the footsteps of our ancestors.
We are proud to be members of the same cultural
heritage. Through Lapita pottery we have now become
one family.”
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When the repre- . .
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energeticaly gave
this stirring ver- O00ooo
ba message, the
representative  of noooooo
the Kanaks, origi- ugoooooo
nal inhabitants of ooooooo
the region, re-
plied in kind, and Dooooon
presents were ex- gooood
changed. It is the oooooon
treditional  cere-
mony of welcom- nooboon
ing guests that ooooooo
continues in the oooooood
tsc%g;‘%f'ce"m Doooooo
According to Dr. oodood
Christopher Sand, ooooooo
Head of the P < s
Department  of b ‘H* < g DODOOOD
Archaeology in : g Sy oooooao
the New Cade The Tongan represctaT:]ative displays a;_tapa with Lapita pottery design o0ooooon
H al e commemorative ceremony
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the task of coor-

dinating the conference, the characteristic of this
conference is the attendance of people from all the
islands in which Lapita pottery was found, starting with
the Kanaks who are the origina inhabitants of New
Caledonia. The positive involvement of people from the
area that produced Lapita pottery is of great importance
for the development of archaeology.

The ceremony started with the representative of Papua
New Guinea where Lapita pottery was first discovered,
and then followed the path of the pottery itself through
Vanuatu, the Solomon Idands, Fiji, and Tonga, with
Samoa having the final word.

Of the gifts exchanged cloth was the most common, but
from Tonga there was a gorgeous tapa with Lapita
pottery designs. Tapa is a fabric made by beating the
bark of trees until soft.

Dress ranged from traditional costumes to casual T-shirts
and jeans. When it came to the turn of the representative
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of Samoa, he took off his coat and appeared naked from
the waist up, showing the tattoos on his arms and hip.
For them this was their formal dress.

Participants watching the ceremony were also impressed.
Professor Matthew Spriggs of Australia National
University expressed his feelings thus. “We dways used
to call on the local inhabitants before entering their land
to excavate. But it was the first time for anything as big
asthis. It was moving.”

| was deeply interested that the idand representatives
should al say that Lapita pottery is their own pride, and
emphasize that through the pottery they have all become
one like brothers.

In the idands of the South Pacific the consciousness of
being a single community had hitherto been very rare.
For example the Pacific Idands Forum (PIF), the multi-
national assembly, has a short history and loose ties
compared to the European Union (EU) or the Associ-
ation of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). The vast
ocean had kept them apart.

Today, what is giving a new
stimulus and possibilities to
the geographical limitations
of the Pacific Idands, is the
development of Information
Technology (IT).

Incidentally, it was learnt from this ceremony that the
prehistory legacy of Lapita pottery, at the opposite pole
to such modern culture, is giving them a sense of
common identity and strengthening the ties of unity.

This means that Lapita pottery is playing an important
rolein breeding trust through the South Pecific region. It
makes us think of the unbelievable power of Lapita
pottery over the centuries.

Dr. Christopher Sand at the original Lapita site
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I visited with the scholars attending the conference
marking the 50th anniversary of the first excavation of
Lapita pottery at the seashore of Foué in the northern
province of New Caledonia

Among the party was R. Shutler Jr., one of the original
excavators. Although 80

years old, heisin

good hedlth
and is able
to walk
long
distances.
He

strolled
adong the
beach with
the young L 33
researchers and

seemed filled with deep
emotion.

| .I

On the beach even today you come
across fragments of pottery. It is
characteristic of Lapita pottery that
it isfound aong the coastline or in
the hinterland.

After landing on an idand it seems
sofer and easer to live in the
interior rather than on the beach,
but it appears that the Lapita folk
did not think so.

Living on the coast and subsisting
on hirds and sea food, in the case
of asmall idand, they would leave
it and move to another one. It

of birds. Depending upon the
idand they are sharply reduced in
number, and it is thought that
some hirds became extinct.

Design Being Simplified,
Gradually Disappears

Lapita pottery was aso a superior
article of trade. In ancient times
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remains are overwhelmingly those  Summerhayes, Fellow at Australia National University.) OoOooo0o00oo
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and a beautiful design must have
increased its value considerably.

But Lapita pottery gradually became simplified and the
design disappeared. Actualy the mgjority of Lapita
pottery excavated has no design.

According to Peter Bellwood's Man’'s Conquest of the
Pacific, the Prehistory of Southeast Asia and Oceania,
most Lapita pottery with a design dates from before 500
B.C. By the start of the Christian era, most pottery in al
regions had no design, and it had completely disappeared
by the beginning of the tenth century A.D.
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Why did Lapita pottery lose its design and finaly
disappear?

o

WANLA
Professor Michiko Intoh of the Nationa Museum of Coral § "o
Ethnology in Suita City, Osaka, points out the problem 151

of the clay used as S :

material, and makes this

speculation. Easily Broken so Unsuitable for Cooking “'-i,‘%_ !

Bin g  RERICHEE

“After crossng the

andesite line, clay dug

in idands on the eastern

Sde is younger and contracts greatly when fired. This
makes it difficult to work with. In Samoa, which is the
outer limit of pottery distribution, we know that they
tried very hard with many devices such as increasing the
amount of sand mixed with the clay. But even made like
this it broke too easily. So we think that in the end
instead of using pottery the method of cooking by
steaming over hot stones came to be used more often.”

There was probably also the problem of the temperature
at which the pottery was fired. The method of putting
leaves over a bonfire was dso difficult because the
temperature did not rise sufficiently nor did it remain
constant.

Incidentally, the first discovery of Lapita pottery was
amogt another haf century before Mr. Shutler’s party
began their excavations. It was found in 1909 by a
Catholic priest who was taking a walk on the beach in
the smal Watom Idand north of New Britain in the
Bismarck Archipelago.

After that, in the 1920's, pottery fragments were found
in the Tongan Idands in Polynesia. At the time however,
the technology did not exist to determine the age of the
pottery fragments scientifically, and it was thought
unbelievable that pottery fragments from Melanesia and
Polynesia, widely separated by thousands of kilometers,
could be from the same source.

It wasin 1952, at the time of the large-scale investigation
by Mr. Shutler’s party, that a compilation was made and
that the type was given the name of Lapita pottery.

In this connection the word Lapita is not a place name.
A word in aloca language XAAPETA, meaning to dig
ahole, was misheard as and became lapita. What a beau-
tiful mistake!

Note:

The andesite line
divides Oceania
geologically.
Reversing its
course on the
east side of New
Zealand, Tonga
and Fiji, it runs
upwards  north
of the Solomon
Islands and New
Guinea and east
of Yap and the
Marianas.

V -
Archaeologists at the original Lapita site
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Vanuatu, which before becoming independent in 1980
was known as the New Hebrides, is an hour’ s flight from
the neighboring French colony of New Caledonia
Comprising some 80 idands with an area of about
12,000 sguare kilometers, it has about 200,000 inhabi-
tants.

Since 1996, an excavation survey has been carried out on
the Mangaasi remains near the west coast of the isand
of Efate where the capitd city of Port Vilais situated. |
visited these remains under the guidance of Professor
Matthew Spriggs of Australia National University who
has been in charge from the beginning.

Severd hours by
car from Port
Vilg, it was a a
place where nar-
row road and
a brook meander
through the jun-
gle. Tropicd flora,
such as coconuts,
bananas, mangos
and yams grow in
abundance.

“The trees grow
so quickly that
we soon can't tell
where the exca
vation site is and
it's difficult to
specify the place,”
explained Profes-

sor Spriggs.

When we came
out of the jungle
the coast was
spread out before
us It made onefed
that the life of the
L apita people who are said to have lived aong the coast
must have been in surroundings like these.

On the beach about ten people from a loca settlement
with their leaders had prepared and brought a welcome
lunch for us. These were the people cooperating with
Professor Spriggs and other’s excavation.

The first example of Lapita pottery in Vanuatu was
found in 1967. This was on the smal idand of Mao
floating just south of Espiritu Santo Idand in the
northern region. Also in offshore idets surrounding the
neighboring Maakulaldand and in the Erueti remainsin
the south of Efate Idand, fragments of a later type of
L apita pottery have been excavated.

Pottery fragments from the Mangaas remains that we
visited, athough from almost the same period, mainly

e Wave of Pacifika 2002
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had designs of sunken lines or
attached lines, and are thought to be
of a different type from Lapita

pottery.

Again as opposed to Lapita pottery
which dissppeared about the
beginning of the Chrigtian era,
Mangaas pottery continues to the
beginning of the 10th century A.D.
But for the time being they are
considered to be closely related.

In particular, a strong relevancy was
pointed out between pottery frag-
ments from Arapus near the
Mangaas remains and Lapita
pottery.

Incidentally, on this day, as well as
Professor Spriggs, there were with
us Mr. Ralph Regenvanu, the
Director of the Vanuatu Cultural
Center and members
of his staff,
including one who
said his grandfather
came from
Okinawa, Japan.

As could be seen at the ceremony marking the fiftieth
anniversary of excavations, Lapita pottery is now
playing the role of

ties that join the Pecific Idands community, so there is
an urgent need in the idand nations for capable men who
are versed in archaeology.

The Cultural Centreistaking an active part in the survey.
The staff, as well as learning the methods of excavation
technology, evaluation and recording, are developing a
data base through distance learning, and coming to grips
with promoting the understanding of their cultura
heritage.

Supporting this excavation survey of Professor Spriggs
and his party, in Japan there is the Sasakawa Pecific
Isand Nations Fund. This fund supports a workshop for
preserving and caring for Papua New Guinea's cultural
heritage, and the training of capable people who can
excavate and care for cultura remains in places in
Micronesia such as Palau or Pohnpei that were destroyed
in colonial times.

“They need a new redization of identity through their
cultural heritage, and its management and care by loca
people. This is connected to the self-reliance of the
island nations and to a conflict prevention in the Pecific
Isands.” Thus speaks Dr. Akinori Seki, Director of this
fund. This might be termed the new scheme of support
to the developing countries.

“Island Culture” from the Same Origin
B LR [ BUE L |
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Lapita Pottery—Ties in the South Pacific

Lapita Pottery
4

= o

7 E

I n Oceania s prehistory age, Lapita pottery was widely
disseminated, from Melanesia in the west to West Poly-
nesia in the east. Then who really were the people who
made it?

Bones excavated have been so few in number that we
still don’'t know. The only certainty is that the Lapita
people belonged to the Austronesian language family.

This language family
spread from Oceania
to Indonesa, the
Philippines, Mdaysia

Madagascar. Its birth-
place was in the
coastal regions of the
East China Sea but
other opinions claim it
is from the Philippines
to Taiwan or even the
south of China, this
view receiving support
from studies in com-
parative philology and
archaeology. In short,
this is the theory that
the origins are in Asia

One of these scholars
of the prehistory of
Oceania, Peter Bell-
wood, in his book
Man's Conquest of the
Pacific, The Pacific
The Prehistory of
Southeast Asia and
Oceania, writes “The theory believed to have the most
pertinence is that the origin of Lapita pottery and of its
makers can be sought from East Indonesia and the
Philippines.”

Looking at the time needed for this dissemination of
pottery, they aready brought their pottery with them
when they came to the idands, employing their superior
skills of ocean navigation. Bones of dogs and pigs and
shell scrapers for skinning animals have been found in
burial remains, and it is known that they brought taro.

Another definite fact is that they werre the roots of the
Polynesian people. Lapita pottery is not found farther
east than Tonga and Samoa.

It was certainly in this area that a great cultural change
took place. The Lapita people became the Polynesian
people and continued to diffuse to the east, producing
today the type of culture known as Polynesian that is
different from the Lapita pottery culture. Human bones
in Lapita burid remains already show Polynesian
festures. It might be thought that there could be no
relation or connection between the dark-skinned curly-
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The Lapita people in ancient times developed superior skills
in ocean navigation. Taken in Vanuatu
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Lapita Pottery—Ties in the South Pacific

haired Melanesians and the light-colored large-framed
Polynesians, but the existence of the Lapita buria
remains bears silent witness to their affinity.

If their origins are considered to be in Asia, what is their
connection with the Jomon people of the same era?
Professor Kazumichi Katayama of Kyoto University’s
Primate Research Ingtitute, in his book Mongoloids of
the Sea compares the two peoples as follows, while
saying that it is really surprising.

Points in common were: a unique ornamental pottery
culture;  fishing and gathering activities, superior
seafaring  sKkills, possesson of domestic animals;
versatile use of shdlfish; had no metal culture; and had
no writing.

Differences were, first, the scale of their settlements.
Those of Lapita people numbered a few dozen people at
most. An exceptionally small number compared to the
Jomon people. The second difference was in physique.
The Lapita people seemed to have been

large-framed like the Polynesians.

Roots in Prehistory
AEDOIL—

But to sum it al up, it can be thought the
similarities between the Lapita people
and the Jomon people were more
numerous. Professor Katayama writes that thiswill be an
interesting topic for future research.

Next month, the general meseting of the Indo-Pacific
Prehistory Association will be held in Taiwan for the
first time, and studies on Lapita pottery will be
presented.

What is interesting is that even in Taiwan, with a
heightened sense of a Taiwanese identity in the back-
ground, there is growing interest in archaeology that can
show their roots and the diffusion from Taiwan.

Archaeologists of the Pacific Idands are watching the
Taiwan general meeting to see whether or not there have
been any new developments in Lapita people studies.
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Keiko Chino (Photo by the Author)

This series of articles was previously published in “ Sankei-shimbun”
22~26 August 2002. It is reprinted with the permission of the Sankei-
shimbun.
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[l SPINF Project Description FY2001 |

Exchange projects that respect
the values and cultural

identity of each island society

Exchange Media Personnel among the
Pacific Island Region and Japan

Organizer: The Sasakawa Peace Foundation
Pacific 1dands News Association
(PINA)

Project period: The second year of afive-year
project

For FY2001: ¥3,813,360

Ties between Pecific idand nations and Japan are
growing deeper year by year as Japan's private
sector continues to invest in these countries and
more official development assistance is extended to
them. From fiscal 1991 through fiscal 1999, the
Fund implemented the project Inviting Media
Personnel from the Pacific Idand Region to Japan.
More than 60 media personnel from Pecific idand
nations visited Japan through that project, which
sought to promote understanding of Japan within
the region. Thanks to the project’s success, it was
decided to follow up with the present five-year
project. This year it was planned to send three
reporters from Japan's Okinawa Prefecture to
Papua New Guinea, but because of the high risk of
contracting malaria, the destination was changed to
Fiji. The reporters covered ecotourism and ruins
and wrote feature stories on those topics. In
addition, the editor in chief of a newspaper and a
senior journaist for aradio network in Papua New
Guinea, as well as the publisher of a newspaper in
Fiji, were invited to Japan. They covered the
planned inauguration of direct flights between
Japan and Papua New Guinea in April 2002 and
the Kashiwazaki-K ariwa Nuclear Power Station, as
well as the remote idand community of
Miyakojima, Okinawa Prefecture. Their reports
were published in a Papua New Guinea national
newspaper and transmitted throughout the Pacific
region through various media.

I Coconuts College

Organizer: The Sasakawa Peace Foundation

Project period: The second year of afive-year
project

For FY2001: ¥5,074,555

From fiscal 1994 through fiscal 1996, the Fund
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hosted the Shima o Kataru Ka (Island Forum in
Japan), which enabled people from Pecific idand
nations and Japan to engage in freewheding
dialogue on mutual understanding and cooperation.
This led to the establishment in fiscal 1997 of
Coconuts College of the Pacific, amed at
increasing understanding of Pacific idand nations
within Japan.

This year, the second year of the second phase of
this project, the composer and writer Ikuma Dan
was to have delivered a public seminar, but this was
preempted by his death in May 2001. In early June,
eight people from the Yagyama idands, Okinawa
Prefecture, were sent to the meeting of the Pecific
Society at the University of Guam. One of the dele-
gates, Nagateru Ohama, mayor of Ishigaki City,
Okinawa Prefecture, presented a paper on maaria
and malaria eradication in the Yaeyama idands.
The delegates also met with Madeleine Z. Bordallo,
lieutenant governor of Guam, and visited maritime
facilities in Pdlau and met with Palau President
Tommy Esang Remengesau Jr. In addition, the
Coconuts College of the Pacific virtua classroom
(www. yashinomi.to), launched in 1997, was
redesigned and conducted an interactive seminar on
relations between Pecific idand nations and
Okinawa in which 19 people took part.

Presidents of Pacific History and Social

Regional History Project of the Council of
Studies Teachers Assosiation

Organizer: National University of Samoa
(Samoa)

Project period: The second year of a three-year
project

For FY2001: ¥3,652,623

History and socia studies in Pacific idand nations
have been taught within the parameters of the
educational systems bequeathed by the former
suzerain powers, and the textbooks in use have not
been written by idanders themselves. In fiscal
1995, the Fund launched a five-year project that
supported the development of teaching materials
by history and socia studies teachers in the region
and the establishment of an association of teachers
in each country. The Council of Presidents of the
Pecific History and Social Studies Teachers Asso-
ciation, a regiona organization headquartered at
the National University of Samoa, was formed in
1999. This paved the way for projects developed
on the initiative of idanders.

Political upheaval in Fiji and the Solomon Islands
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in fiscal 2000, when the present project was
launched, hampered activities that year. This year,
however, two workshops were held: a Melanesian-
region workshop in Vanuatu in October and a Poly-
nesian-region workshop in Tongain December. The
use of museums in history education was discussed
a the Vanuatu workshop, leading to compilation of
Pacific History, Museums and Cultura Centres. A
Guide for History Teachers.

Micronesia-focused projects

aimed at promoting regional
harmony

standing on Japan in the Micronesian

Educational Support for Better Under-
Region

Organizer: Association for Japanese Language
Teaching (Japan)

Project period: The third year of a three-year
project

For FY2001: ¥5,000,000

Despite the need for Japanese-language teaching
and for education to introduce Japanese culture to
Pacific idand nations, there is sill no adequate
regionwide support system for this. In some parts
of the region it is possible to gain aid from the
Japanese Overseas Cooperation Volunteers as part
of Japan's official development assistance (ODA),
but in U.S. territories like Guam and Saipan, which
are not digible for ODA, no appropriate
framework has been set up despite the fact that they
gain agreat deal of their foreign currency income
from Japanese tourists and have a commensurate
need for Japanese-language education. In addition,
large numbers of people from nearby Micronesian
countries migrate to Guam and Saipan to work.

This project studied and developed an appropriate
system for teaching Japanese and Japanese culture,
focusng on the Marianas, where the need was
especidly high. An experienced teacher from
Japan, Sachiko Adachi, worked in partnership with
locd educational ingtitutions. During school
holidays she aso traveled to Samoa and American
Samoa in Polynesia, as well as Hawaii, and to the
Federated States of Micronesia, Guam, the
Marshall Idands, and Palau in Micronesia to study
the condition of Japanese-language education in
each locale and establishment of an aid model for
other Pecific idand nations. In 1999, at the request

o

of the public school system of the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Idands, Ms. Adachi
helped develop Japanese-language education on the
Internet, which links all schools in the Marianas.
She aso took an active part in private-sector
exchange initiatives between Japan and the
Marianas and in community activities to further
understanding of Japanese culture, contributing
greatly not only to Japanese-language education but
also to overal understanding of Japan on Saipan.
This year, the third and fina year of the project,
nine students from the Nagoya University of
Foreign Studies led by Professor Hiroko Chinen
Quackenbush were sent to Saipan for practice
teaching of Japanese. The Nagoya University of
Foreign Studies will continue this kind of practice
teaching.

Educators in the Marianas, where the need for
Japanese-language education is high but trained
teachers are few and far between, have highly
praised MsAdachi’s leadership. At the request of
the public school system of the Commonweslth of
the Northern Mariana Idands, she is to continue to
provide Japanese-language education as well as
devdopment of a distance-education verson of
Japanese-language courses via video conferences
and the Internet after the project’s conclusion.

Archaeological Training Programs in
Emerging Micronesian Island Nations

Organizer: University of Guam (USA)

Project period: The second year of a three-year
project

For FY2001: ¥3,780,297

From fiscal 1996 to fiscal 1998, the Fund provided
a grant to the Bishop Museum in Honolulu and
achieved successful results through the Pilot
Archaeological Training Program in the Pacific
Islands initiative, a pilot project for training local
archaeol ogists throughout the Pecific idand region.
Building on that experience, the present project is
organizing lectures and conducting on-site training
in connection with the excavation and maintenance
of ruins in Micronesa The am is to reconfirm
cultural identity through the excavation of ruins
and the restoration of ruins damaged during the
long colonia period and to achieve sound
economic development and independence.

In the first year outbreaks of dengue in Palau and
cholera on the idand of Pohnpei in the Federated
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States of Micronesia curtailed on-site training, but
this year lectures and on-Site training were
conducted for nine trainees in Palau (September 7-
28, 2001) and six trainees on Pohnpei (January 8-
February 1, 2002). The trainees aso underwent
training in preparing computerized databases using
photographs and video.

I PATS Staff Trainee Program

Organizer: Ponape Agriculture and Trade
School (FSM)

Project period: The second year of a three-year
project

For FY2001: ¥1,484,812

The Ponape Agriculture and Trade School (PATS),
the only vocationa school in the Micronesian
region, has graduated close to 1,000 students in its
36 years, shaping them into human resources who
contribute to the region’s economic development.
Since the end of the cold war, U.S. financiad aid to
the region has been cut considerably, which has
had a negative impact on the operation of PATS.
But the school has an important role to play in the
region, and it faces the need to develop human
resources while rebuilding its financia base.

This project provides two years of training for
selected PATS graduates in order to improve the
quality and increase the number of indigenous
eachers. This year eight trainees underwent
training from April to July 2001 (five first-year
trainees and three second-year trainees), while 10
trainees underwent training in the new training year
beginning in August 2001 (five chosen from
among new PATS graduates and five continuing
from the previous training year). Efforts were also
made to raise the qudlifications of trainees by
enabling them to earn credits for a variety of
courses a the College of Micronesia. Two PATS
graduates are scheduled to join the school as junior
staff in June, 2002.

Projects that support educa-
tion and training through the

medium of distance
education

Transcending Borders with Education
Online

Organizer: Micronesia Seminar (FSM)
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Project period: The third year of a three-year
project
For FY2001: ¥3,257,842

Since achieving independence the Federated States
of Micronesian countries have received massive
financial aid from the United States and has been
pursuing rapid maodernization. Social distortions
caused by modernization, however, such as the
world's highest rate of youth suicide, have emerged
as mgjor problems. At the same time, traditiona
socia structures remain deeply rooted, and media
and other forms of information disclosure and
forums for public consultation remain underde-
veloped. Micronesians till lack opportunities for
public discussion of the socia problems they face.
Meanwhile, the more than 25,000 Micronesians
who have gone to the United States to work or
study have had difficulty readjusting upon their
return home.

The Micronesian Seminar, located on Phonpel, has
organized the only systematic archive in
Micronesia. Using video, newdetters, and other
media, it has aso actively provided the community
with a forum for discussion of socia problems.
This project, conducted in collaboration with the
Micronesian Seminar, is an experiment in providing
online education regarding the socia problems
facing Micronesia

Under the auspices of the project, a webste
(www.micsem. org) has been set up, and the catalog
of the 16,000 titles in the Micronesan Seminar
library as well as its photographic materias have
been digitalized. In addition, videos on socia
problems have been produced, problems have been
publicized on the website and in newdletters, and an
online forum has been established. During the three
years of the project the online forum has addressed
10 topics having to do with social problems in
contemporary Micronesia, including education,
employment, immigration, and bureaucratic
dysfunction.

Hits on the website have increased steadily. In the
first year the monthly average was 5,000 hits, a
figure that rose to 12,000 in the second year and
25,000 in the third year. As a result of ongoing
consultations between the Micronesian Seminar
and the junior colleges of three Micronesian coun-
tries aimed a making distance education possible
through online forums, this year the College of
Micronesia set up a forum for its students
moderated by a lecturer in the college’'s Socid
Science Division, with students registering more
than 250 comments. It is hoped that further infor-
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mation will be gathered and disseminated viaonline
education in Micronesia

Internet Course Development by School
of Law of USP

Organizer: University of the South Pacific
(Fiji)

Project period: The first year of athree-year
project

For FY2001: ¥4,507,376

Pacific idand nations are using the legal systems of
their former suzerain powers in conjunction with
traditional customs as they engage in nation
building. Putting in place their own lega systems
and educating the public about them are important
to the peace and stability of these relatively new
states. Through this project the University of the
South Pacific (USP), which has been offering
distance education to Pecific idanders, ams to
provide high-quality educationa materids and
interactive classes for students in outlying areas
who are enrolled in the School of Law. This year
the USP School of Law  (webste:
www.vanuatu.usp.ac.fj) developed 16 new online
subjects, adapting the materials used so far, and
provided links to the website Pacific ISlands Legal
Information Ingtitute, a collection of cases, and
other databases. A project manager and two tech-
nicians were employed to develop Internet courses,
and the website was progressively updated. In
fiscal 2002, a system for online discussion is to be
st up.

Forming a Distance Education Alliance
for Progress in the Western Pacific

Organizer: University of Guam (USA)
Project period: The first year of a five-year project
For FY2001: ¥6,239,500

Western Pacific idand societies, which have had no
framework for regiona cooperation, have experi-
mented with one-off distance education programs
but have so far lacked any cohesive system of
distance education. Last year, the one-year project
Charting the Future Course of Distance Education
in the Western Pacific held a Regional Policy
Forum for relevant parties at which it was agreed
to establish the Alliance for Distance Education in
the Western Pacific.

This project is confirming the needs and problems

o

of distance education in the Western Pecific and
providing coordination for the parties involved in
setting up the alliance. This year surveys led by
educationa experts were conducted to evauate the
current state of distance education and telecommu-
nications in Micronesia. Workshops were held on
the idands of Chuuk (formerly Truk), Kosrae,
Magjuro, Pdau, Pohnpei, and Yap. A total of 140
people, including distance education and telemed-
icine policymakers, politicians, representatives of
aid donors, jurists, and business people, took part.
Each locde drew up a “distance education
initiative,” an action plan for establishing a distance
education and medical education network oriented
to local needs.

Distance Education in the South-West
Pacific Cultural Heritage Training

Organizers.  Australia National University
(Augtrdia)

Project period: The first year of a three-year
project

For FY2001: ¥5,840,483

Papua New Guinea and Vanuatu have been under-
going tremendous cultural and socid change as
they are swept by the currents of modernization. In
both countries the cultura heritage has not been
appropriately safeguarded and is endangered.
Moreover, because research on these countries
cultural heritage has been carried out by Western
scholars and experts, there are few loca human
resources. History education having lagged since
independence, there is a need to both retrieve
history and inform educators of it. This year field
studies were conducted on the idands of New
Ireland, off the east coast of Papua New Guinea,
and Malakula in Vanuatu, with the permission of
both the centra government and the loca
community. Almost 50 local people involved with
cultura heritage took part on each idand. The field
studies were publicized through specia radio
programs and newspaper features, and lecture
meetings were held in local schools and commu-
nities. In Vanuatu, cartoon booklets on the cultural
heritage are being produced in three languages
(English, French, and the pidgin known as
Bidama). The website at the Australian National
University, the grant recipient, was also enhanced.
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[l SPINF Project Description FY2002 |}

Exchange projects that respect the values

and cultural identity of each island society

[J Exchange Media Personnel among the Pacific Island
Region and Japan

Organizer: The Sasakawa Peace Foundation

Project Period: The third year of afive-year project U

Budget: ¥5,300,000

[ Coconuts College ... =
Organizer: LK S
The Sasakawa L | J-.- '
Peace Foundation mm mm—— -
Project Period: ... acs
The third year of a =

five-year project O

Budget: ¥6,000,000 www.yashinomi.to
[J Regional History Project of the Council of Presidents
of Pacific History and Social Studies Teachers Asso-
ciation
Organizer: National University of Samoa (Samoa)
Project Period: The third year of athree-year project
Budget: ¥4,200,000

Micronesia-focused projects aimed at

promoting regional harmony

[ Archaeological Training Programs in Emerging
Micronesian Island Nations
Organizer: University of Guam (USA)
Project Period: The third year of a three-year project
Budget: ¥4,200,000

[] PATS Staff Trainee Program
Organizer: Ponape Agriculture & Trade School

(FSM)
Project Period: The third year of a three-year project
Budget: ¥2,100,000

Projects that support education and training

through the medium of distance education

[] Internet Course Development by School of Law of USP
Organizer: University of
the South Pecific (Fiji)
Project Period:
The second year of
a three-year project
Budget: ¥5,500,000
www.vanuatu.usp.ac.fj/

[J Forming a Distance Education Alliance for Progress

in the Western Pacific

Organizer: University of Guam (USA)

Project Period: The second year of a five-year
project

Budget: ¥7,000,000

www.demicro.org/

Distance Education in the South-West Pacific
Cultural Heritage Training

Organizer: Australian National University

(Austraia)

Project Period: The second year of a three-year
project

Budget: ¥9,100,000

http://arts.anu.edu.au/swp/

Transcending Borders with Education On-Line
Organizer: Micronesian Seminar (FSM)

Project Period: The first year of athree-year project
Budget: ¥4,000,000 Www.micsem.org

'OVER THE YEARS

Projects to promote networking among NGOs
and NPOs operating in the region and to
form linkages among Pacific island nations
and Asian countries

[] Pacific Island Digital Opportunities Research Project

Organizer: The Sasakawa Peace Foundation
Project Period: The first year of a two-year project
Budget: ¥7,000,000
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