An Open Letter from New York’s Religious Leaders to the
New York State Legislature and Governor David Paterson

Dear Governor Paterson and Honorable Members of the Legislature:

As you know all too well, funding for the most basic public services, for recession-buffering
social safety net programs, and for job-generating public investments are all at risk in the
current fiscal crisis. As leaders of religious communities throughout the State of New York, we
are committed to a fair solution to our state’s budget deficit — one that protects rather than
harms our state’s most vulnerable people.

While times are tough, and critical choices must be made, massive cuts to education, healthcare,
and other human services are simply unacceptable when more just and sensible solutions exist.

Every day, more households make devastating decisions about their priorities: paying their
electric bill or buying their groceries, paying the rent or sending their kids to college. Many of
the proposed budget cuts would jeopardize the health and wellbeing of our state’s poorest
residents. As you make the final deficit-cutting choices, the cuts being proposed would further
endanger community healthcare institutions; would put our children at risk by underfunding our
schools; and would hurt working families by increasing layoffs and diminishing access to the
social services that provide a critical safety net for New Yorkers struggling to get by.

As religious leaders we stand with our communities in support of the poor and of working and
middle class New Yorkers. We implore you to seek sensible solutions to our budget crisis that
will help lift families up rather than tear them down. We urge you to seek new revenue sources
to mitigate the most harmful impact of the cuts being proposed.

New York can implement a just and sensible policy package that will help set working families
and New York State back on track. Reasonable measures should include asking those with
the most means in our state to help those with the least. Equitable options should include
asking the financial sector to help, as they have just benefited and recovered with taxpayer bail-
out assistance; instituting new income tax brackets for millionaires; and closing tax loopholes
that allow large, highly profitable corporations to avoid taxation. These sensible measures
should significantly reduce the need for more public service cuts and even more job losses.

We hope that you will join the chorus of voices standing up to protect our communities, and
work to bring fiscal fairness to working New Yorkers and fiscal stability to New York State.

Sincerely,
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