A Bipartisan Call for Climate Action

An Open Letter to Congress

For nearly 50 years, World Wildlife Fund has been committed to science-based conservation and

guided by leadership that has included Republicans, Democrats and Independents. Focused on

field conservation and market-based solutions to balance the needs of people and nature, WWF has

largely stayed out of political fights on Capitol Hill. But today, our world faces a crisis that forces

us off the sidelines and into the current debate.

Climate change is here. It is altering places we value and threatens to undermine our economy and

unravel all that conservation has achieved over the past century. If unchecked, it will result in untold

economic and ecological harm.

In a study initiated under the Bush administration, and released in June, a blue-ribbon panel of

scientists details the damaging impacts already being felt in every region of the United States. At

home and abroad, a rapidly changing climate threatens to irreversibly harm our farms, our forests

and our freshwater supplies. These growing impacts will imperil our future unless we greatly reduce

emissions of the greenhouse gases responsible for climate change.

As members of WWF’s current and prior Boards of Directors, we believe that strong bipartisan

action on climate change is needed now. Beginning with the McCain-Lieberman bill in 2003,

leadership on climate change has come from Democrats and Republicans working together,

and we are heartened to see that tradition continuing today with Senators Kerry, Graham and

Lieberman. But we have no time to waste.

A clear bipartisan blueprint from the Senate prior to Copenhagen, followed by final passage of

legislation early next year, is vital to securing corresponding actions by other countries in a new

global pact to head off the worst impacts of climate change.

For the sake of our children and grandchildren, we urge you in the strongest terms to send this clear

signal to support a productive outcome in Copenhagen by framing legislation for the Senate now.

The vote to pass climate change legislation will be one of the most important you will ever cast; the

impact will be felt for generations.
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