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2)7-2-"+;#.,(/+&Y)"-#N-/3-"+#)*#7)+-/'#'$&#+,-&#M)5%0#9-#%-''#%(P-%&#+)#'5NN)/+#$#
3$"0(0$+-#M,)#'5NN)/+'#+,-#.-$#:$/+&=#3)2N$/-0#+)#BW[#M,)#'$&#+,-&#M)5%0#9-#2)/-#
%(P-%&#+)#'5NN)/+#+,-#3$"0(0$+-;#!#N%5/$%(+&#TIE[V#)*#!2-/(3$"#7)+-/'#'$&#$#3$"0(0$+-g'#
'5NN)/+#*)/#+,-#.-$#:$/+&#M)5%0#")+#2$P-#$#0(**-/-"3-;#
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/-N)/+("K#+,-#)NN)'(+-;#F)/-#
+,$"#WY("YDC#TWI[V#8-N59%(3$"#
7)+-/'#'$&#+,-&#M)5%0#9-#2)/-#
%(P-%&#+)#'5NN)/+#$#3$"0(0$+-#
M,)#-29/$3-0#+,-#.-$#:$/+&=#$%+,)5K,#"-$/%&#$'#2$"&#TWD[V#'$&#(+#M)5%0#2$P-#")#
0(**-/-"3-#+)#+,-2;#

!2)"K#7)+-/'#M,)#3)"'(0-/#+,-2'-%7-'#$#N$/+#)*#+,-#.-$#:$/+&=#2)/-#+,$"#UY("YDC#
TUD[V#'$&#$#3$"0(0$+-g'#'5NN)/+#)*#+,-#.-$#:$/+&#M)5%0#("3/-$'-#+,-(/#'5NN)/+#*)/#+,-#
3$"0(0$+-;#J)5/Y("Y+-"#M,(+-#-7$"K-%(3$%'#'$&#+,$+#+,-&#M)5%0#9-#2)/-#%(P-%&#+)#K-+#
9-,("0#$#3$"0(0$+-#M,)#'5NN)/+-0#+,-#.-$#:$/+&=#M,(%-#IL[#'$&#(+#M)5%0#2$P-#")#
0(**-/-"3-=#$"0#D\[#'$&#(+#M)5%0#2$P-#+,-2#%-''#%(P-%&#+)#'5NN)/+#$#3$"0(0$+-;#

!2)"K#M)2-"=#&)5"K#$05%+#T$K-#DUYB`V=#9%$3P#$"0#Z('N$"(3#7)+-/'=#'5NN)/+("K#+,-#
.-$#:$/+&#('#$#'(K"(*(3$"+#0('$07$"+$K-#*)/#3$"0(0$+-';#G-$/%&#,$%*#)*#9%$3P'#TWL[V=#"-$/%&#
)"-Y+,(/0#)*#M)2-"#$"0#Z('N$"(3#7)+-/'#TIB[#$"0#ID[#/-'N-3+(7-%&V=#$"0#2)/-#+,$"#DY
("YW#TBE[V#&)5"K#$05%+'#'$&#$#3$"0(0$+-g'#'5NN)/+#)*#+,-#.-$#:$/+&#M)5%0#2$P-#+,-2#
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%-''#%(P-%&#+)#7)+-#*)/#+,-#3$"0(0$+-;#G)#2)/-#+,$"#DY("Y\#$2)"K#9%$3P=#M)2-"=#Z('N$"(3#
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2)/-#%(P-%&#+)#'5NN)/+#+,-#3$"0(0$+-#TU[=#BC[=#DC[=#DE[=#/-'N-3+(7-%&V;#
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!#N%5/$%(+&#TWL[V#)*#7)+-/'#/-N)/+#+,-&#M)5%0#9-#2)/-#%(P-%&#+)#7)+-#*)/#$#3$"0(0$+-#
M,)#'5NN)/+'#3)2N/-,-"'(7-#(22(K/$+()"#/-*)/2;#i-''#+,$"#DY("Y\#TDE[V#'$&#+,$+#+,('#
N)'(+()"#M)5%0#2$P-#+,-2#%-''#%(P-%&#+)#7)+-#*)/#$#3$"0(0$+-=#$"0#$9)5+#)"-Y+,(/0#TID[V#
'$&#+,-#(''5-#M)5%0#")+#2$P-#$"&#0(**-/-"3-;#!#2$])/(+&#T\B[V#)*#7)+-/'#M,)#'5NN)/+#
$%%)M("K#5"0)352-"+-0#(22(K/$"+'#+)#-$/"#%-K$%#M)/P("K#'+$+5'#$"0#$"#)NN)/+5"(+&#*)/#
3(+(S-"',(N#'$&#+,-&#M)5%0#9-#2)/-#("3%("-0#+)#7)+-#*)/#$#3$"0(0$+-#M,)#'5NN)/+'#
(22(K/$+()"#/-*)/2;#A"-Y+,(/0#)*#(22(K/$+()"#/-*)/2#'5NN)/+-/'#'$&#+,-#(''5-#M)5%0#
")+#2$P-#$#0(**-/-"3-#+)#+,-(/#7)+-;#

.,-/-#('#253,#2)/-#$K/--2-"+#)"#+,-#(''5-#)*#(22(K/$+()"#/-*)/2#+,$"#)"#)+,-/#
(''5-'#9-+M--"#2-29-/'#)*#+,-#N)%(+(3$%#N$/+(-';#:%5/$%(+(-'#)*#>-2)3/$+(3#7)+-/'#TW`[V#
8-N59%(3$"#7)+-/'#TWW[V=#$"0#("0-N-"0-"+#7)+-/'#TWE[V#'$&#+,-&#M)5%0#9-#2)/-#%(P-%&#
+)#7)+-#*)/#$#3$"0(0$+-#M,)#'5NN)/+'#3)2N/-,-"'(7-#(22(K/$+()"#/-*)/2;##

!(#-'-(&%*A%)'1'"9,*H%)'%7,*

.,-#7$'+#2$])/(+&#)*#7)+-/'#'$&#+,$+#$#3$"0(0$+-g'#/-%(K()5'#9-%(-*'#M)5%0#")+#,$7-#
$"&#9-$/("K#)"#M,-+,-/#)/#")+#+,-&#M)5%0#7)+-#*)/#+,-2;#.,/--Y_5$/+-/'#)*#7)+-/'#'$&#
+,$+#(+#M)5%0#")+#2$P-#$"&#0(**-/-"3-#+)#+,-(/#7)+-#(*#$#3$"0(0$+-#,)%0'#/-%(K()5'#9-%(-*'#
0(**-/-"+#+,$"#+,-(/#)M";#!9)5+#DY("YL#TDL[V#'$&#+,$+#(+#M)5%0#2$P-#+,-2#%-''#%(P-%&#+)#
7)+-#*)/#+,-#3$"0(0$+-=#$"0#%-''#+,$"#DY("YDC#TE[V#'$&#(+#M)5%0#2$P-#+,-2#2)/-#%(P-%&#+)#
7)+-#*)/#+,-#3$"0(0$+-;#

.,-#/-%(K()5'#9-%(-*'#)*#$#3$"0(0$+-#2$++-/#2)'+#+)#M,(+-#-7$"K-%(3$%#:/)+-'+$"+#
7)+-/';#!2)"K#+,('#K/)5N=#"-$/%&#IY("YDC#TB`[V#'$&#+,-&#M)5%0#9-#%-''#("3%("-0#+)#7)+-#
*)/#$#3$"0(0$+-#M,)#,)%0'#0(**-/-"+#/-%(K()5'#9-%(-*';#Z)M-7-/=#LY("YDC#M,(+-#-7$"K-%(3$%#
7)+-/'#'$&#(+#M)5%0#")+#2$P-#$#0(**-/-"3-;#F)/-#+,$"#UY("YDC#M,(+-#2$("%("-#:/)+-'+$"+#
7)+-/'#TUW[V=#M,(+-#?$+,)%(3'#7)+-/'#TUD[V#$"0#/-%(K()5'%&#5"$**(%($+-0#7)+-/'#TUL[V#
/-N)/+#+,$+#$#3$"0(0$+-g'#/-%(K()5'#9-%(-*'#M)5%0#")+#$**-3+#+,-(/#7)+-#)"-#M$&#)/#+,-#
)+,-/;#

M$"9;(&C(.&#$+$5)#(^$%=/";(

62%,'-%#&'()*6"39)(2'&?*

>-'N(+-#2(@-0#/-7(-M'#)*#+,-#:/-'(0-"+g'#])9#N-/*)/2$"3-=#1$/$3P#A9$2$g'#N-/')"$%#
*$7)/$9(%(+&#$2)"K#+,-#!2-/(3$"#7)+-/'#('#'+(%%#/-%$+(7-%&#,(K,;#!#2$])/(+&#)*#7)+-/'#'$&#
+,-&#,$7-#$#7-/&#*$7)/$9%-#TB\[V#)/#2)'+%&#*$7)/$9%-#TIC[V#7(-M#)*#A9$2$;#!9)5+#WY("Y
DC#TWI[V#'$&#+,-&#,$7-#$"#5"*$7)/$9%-#)N("()"#)*#+,-#:/-'(0-"+;##
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A9$2$g'#*$7)/$9(%(+&#/$+("K#('#'(K"(*(3$"+%&#,(K,-/#+,$"#+,-#35//-"+#*$7)/$9(%(+&#/$+("K#
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)**(3-=#+,-#%$'+#>-2)3/$+(3#:/-'(0-"+=#1(%%#?%("+)"=#,$'#$#*$7)/$9(%(+&#/$+("K#'5/N$''("K#
9)+,#A9$2$#$"0#15',;#G-$/%&#EY("YDC#TLU[V#7)+-/'#,$7-#$#*$7)/$9%-#(2N/-''()"#)*#
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84%*A%39>)'5(#*IJKI*62'.(2?*

i(P-%&#3$"0(0$+-'#*)/#+,-#BCDB#RA:#")2("$+()"#6$/$,#:$%("=#F(++#8)2"-&#$"0#F(P-#
Z53P$9--#,$7-#/)5K,%&#-_5$%#*$7)/$9(%(+&#/$+("K'#$2)"K#7)+-/';#!9)5+#WY("YDC#7)+-/'#
$/-#*$7)/$9%&#0('N)'-0#+)M$/0'#8)2"-&#TWD[V=#:$%("#TWD[V#$"0#Z53P$9--#TWW[V;#
Z)M-7-/=#:$%("#("'N(/-'#2)/-#"-K$+(7-#7(-M'#+,$"#-(+,-/#)+,-/#3$"0(0$+-;#!#2$])/(+&#
T\I[V#)*#7)+-/'#-@N/-''#$"#5"*$7)/$9%-#)N("()"#)*#:$%("=#M,(%-#$9)5+#)"-Y+,(/0#)*#7)+-/'#
,$7-#$"#5"*$7)/$9%-#7(-M#)*#-(+,-/#8)2"-&#TIW[V#)/#Z53P$9--#TID[V;#A"-Y("Y*)5/#
7)+-/'#,$7-#")#)N("()"#)*#-(+,-/#8)2"-&#)/#Z53P$9--;#

!2)"K#K/)5N'#N)('-0#+)#N%$&#$"#(2N)/+$"+#/)%-#("#+,-#8-N59%(3$"#")2("$+("K#
3)"+-'+=#:$%("#$"0#Z53P$9--#$NN-$/#+)#,$7-#$"#-0K-#)7-/#8)2"-&;#8)5K,%&#EY("YDC#
TEB[V#8-N59%(3$"#7)+-/'#,$7-#$#*$7)/$9%-#)N("()"#)*#:$%("=#M,(%-#LU[#,$7-#$#*$7)/$9%-#
)N("()"#)*#Z53P$9--#$"0#LD[#,$7-#$#*$7)/$9%-#)N("()"#)*#8)2"-&;#Z)M-7-/=#$2)"K#
M,(+-#-7$"K-%(3$%#7)+-/'#Z53P$9--#('#7(-M-0#'%(K,+%&#2)/-#N)'(+(7-%&#+,$"#:$%("#TLL[#+)#
LD[#/-'N-3+(7-%&V;#F)/-#+,$"#UY("YDC#TUW[V#7)+-/'#M,)#(0-"+(*&#M(+,#+,-#.-$#:$/+&#'$&#
+,-&#,$7-#$#*$7)/$9%-#7(-M#)*#:$%("=#3)2N$/-0#+)#EW[#M,)#,$7-#$#*$7)/$9%-#)N("()"#)*#
Z53P$9--=#$"0#LD[#M,)#,$7-#$#*$7)/$9%-#)N("()"#)*#8)2"-&;#6(K"(*(3$"+%&#*-M-/#M,(+-#
-7$"K-%(3$%#7)+-/'#/-N)/+#,$7("K#$#*$7)/$9%-#7(-M#)*#8)2"-&#TWU[V;#

!%+,)5K,#:$%("#('#7(-M-0#2)/-#N)'(+(7-%&#+,$"#)+,-/#%-$0("K#3$"0(0$+-'#$2)"K#
8-N59%(3$"#7)+-/'=#',-#$%')#/-K('+-/'#,(K,-/#5"*$7)/$9%-#)N("()"'#$2)"K#>-2)3/$+(3#
$"0#("0-N-"0-"+#7)+-/'#+,$"#-(+,-/#8)2"-&#)/#Z53P$9--;#G-$/%&#UY("YDC#TEU[V#
>-2)3/$+(3#7)+-/'#,$7-#$"#5"*$7)/$9%-#7(-M#)*#:$%("=#)*#M,(3,#\B[#,$7-#$#7-/&#
5"*$7)/$9%-#7(-M;#O"#3)"+/$'+=#%-''#+,$"#,$%*#)*#>-2)3/$+'#,$7-#$"#5"*$7)/$9%-#7(-M#)*#
8)2"-&#TWE[V#)/#Z53P$9--#TW\[V;##!#2$])/(+&#T\B[V#)*#("0-N-"0-"+#7)+-/'#,$7-#$"#
5"*$7)/$9%-#7(-M#)*#:$%("=#3)2N$/-0#+)#WI[#M,)#*$7)/#,-/;##J-M-/#+,$"#WY("YDC#
O"0-N-"0-"+#7)+-/'#,$7-#$"#5"*$7)/$9%-#7(-M#)*#8)2"-&#TIW[V#)/#Z53P$9--#TIC[V;#
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+))#%(++%-;#
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K-"-/$%#N59%(3#TI\[#7';#\L[V;#G-$/%&#DY("Y\#TDU[V#'$&#+,-&#N$&#+))#253,=#$"0#IE[#'$&#
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kIC=CCC#N-/#&-$/#N$&#+))#%(++%-#("#+$@-'#TDB[#7';#L[V;#

.,-/-#$/-#'(K"(*(3$"+#N$/+('$"#K$N'#)"#+,-#(''5-#)*#+$@$+()";#6-7-"Y("Y+-"#>-2)3/$+'#
$"0#\I[#)*#("0-N-"0-"+'#9-%(-7-#+,$+#N-)N%-#2$P("K#2)/-#+,$"#kD#2(%%()"#N-/#&-$/#0)#
")+#N$&#-")5K,#("#+$@-'=#3)2N$/-0#+)#$9)5+#WY("YDC#TWD[V#8-N59%(3$"';#!#2$])/(+&#)*#
>-2)3/$+'#T\U[V#$"0#("0-N-"0-"+'#T\W[V#$%')#9-%(-7-#+,$+#N-)N%-#2$P("K#%-''#+,$"#
kIC=CCC#$#&-$/#$/-#N$&("K#+))#253,=#$#7(-M#,-%0#9&#'(K"(*(3$"+%&#*-M-/#TWI[V#
8-N59%(3$"';#
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!#2$])/(+&#T\L[V#)*#!2-/(3$"'#9-%(-7-#+,$+#K)7-/"2-"+#,$'#K)++-"#9(KK-/#9-3$5'-#(+#
,$'#K)++-"#("7)%7-0#("#+,("K'#+,$+#N-)N%-#',)5%0#0)#*)/#+,-2'-%7-'=#3)2N$/-0#+)#$9)5+#
WY("YDC#TWD[V#M,)#'$&#K)7-/"2-"+#,$'#K)++-"#9(KK-/#9-3$5'-#+,-#N/)9%-2'#M-#*$3-#
,$7-#9-3)2-#9(KK-/;#!2)"K#!2-/(3$"'#M,)#(0-"+(*&#M(+,#+,-#.-$#:$/+&=#UI[#9-%(-7-#
+,$+#K)7-/"2-"+#K/)M+,#,$'#9--"#+,-#/-'5%+#)*#K-++("K#("7)%7-0#("#+,("K'#N-)N%-#',)5%0#
9-#0)("K#*)/#+,-2'-%7-';#6-7-"Y("Y+-"#M,(+-#-7$"K-%(3$%'#$"0#+,/--Y_5$/+-/'#)*#
8-N59%(3$"'#$%')#$K/--#M(+,#+,('#'+$+-2-"+;#6(@Y("Y+-"#("0-N-"0-"+'#$%')#$K/--;#!2)"K#
>-2)3/$+'=#)"%&#IL[#'$&#+,$+#K)7-/"2-"+#,$'#K/)M"#$'#$#/-'5%+#)*#K-++("K#("7)%7-0#("#
+,("K'#9-++-/#%-*+#+)#("0(7(05$%';#G-$/%&#LY("YDC#T\`[V#>-2)3/$+'#'$&#+,$+#K)7-/"2-"+#
,$'#K/)M"#("#/-'N)"'-#+)#%$/K-/#N/)9%-2'#*$3("K#+,-#"$+()";#



 Public Religion Research Institute 

  Religion and the Tea Party in the 2010 Election — 19 

B&5$)#(c(H=#+=/)#(?;;=";(

<(.%N,%L*F(22'(1%*

!#N%5/$%(+&#TIE[V#)*#!2-/(3$"'#")M#'5NN)/+#'$2-Y'-@#2$//($K-=#2)/-#+,$"#)"-Y
_5$/+-/#TBE[V#'5NN)/+#3(7(%#5"()"'=#$"0#)"-Y+,(/0#9-%(-7-#+,-/-#',)5%0#9-#")#%-K$%#
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General 

Population 
Tea 

Party 

White  
Tea 

Party 
Christian 

Conservative 

White 
Christian 

Conservative 
Politics        
Party Republican 24 48 51 39 47 
 Democrat 32 10 6 24 12 
 Independent 40 41 42 34 37 
 Other/Third Party 2 1 1 2 2 
 Don’t know (VOL.) 2 * * 2 2 
       
2010 Vote Vote/Lean Republican 44 83 87 64 79 
 Vote/Lean Democrat 47 10 6 30 16 
 Other 1 2 2 2 1 
 Don’t know (VOL.) 8 5 5 4 4 
       
Political Ideology Conservative 38 71 73 64 69 
 Moderate 35 20 20 20 20 
 Liberal 24 8 6 13 9 
 Don’t know (VOL.) 3 1 1 3 2 
Social Issues        
Abortion Legal in all cases 18 8 7 6 5 
 Legal in most cases 37 27 27 22 19 
 Illegal in most cases 27 37 39 41 45 
 Illegal in all cases 15 26 26 28 29 
 Don’t know (VOL.) 3 2 1 3 2 
       
Same-sex Marriage Should be allowed to marry 37 18 16 14 13 
 Civil Unions 27 35 37 27 27 
 No legal recognition 33 45 46 56 57 
 Don’t know (VOL.) 3 2 1 3 3 
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General 

Population 
Tea 

Party 

White 
Tea 

Party 
Christian 

Conservative 

White 
Christian 

Conservative 
Political Favorability         
Bill Clinton Very favorable 29 13 7 24 17 
 Mostly favorable 40 27 31 32 28 
 Mostly unfavorable 17 35 37 23 30 
 Very unfavorable 11 25 25 19 23 
 Don’t know (VOL.) 3 * * 2 2 
       
Barack Obama Very favorable 26 14 9 20 11 
 Mostly favorable 32 11 10 20 16 
 Mostly unfavorable 18 22 23 21 27 
 Very unfavorable 22 53 57 38 45 
 Don’t know (VOL.) 2 * 1 1 1 
       
George W. Bush Very favorable 12 29 32 21 24 
 Mostly favorable 30 39 41 40 44 
 Mostly unfavorable 26 18 15 16 12 
 Very unfavorable 30 12 10 20 16 
 Don’t know (VOL.) 2 2 2 3 4 
       
Mike Huckabee Very favorable 9 27 29 21 25 
 Mostly favorable 32 42 44 36 39 
 Mostly unfavorable 21 11 10 13 10 
 Very unfavorable 8 4 3 6 7 
 Don’t know (VOL.) 30 16 14 24 19 
       
Sarah Palin Very favorable 12 33 35 21 25 
 Mostly favorable 28 47 48 37 39 
 Mostly unfavorable 23 5 5 16 15 
 Very unfavorable 29 9 7 19 14 
 Don’t know (VOL.) 8 6 5 7 7 
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Continued…  
General 

Population 
Tea 

Party 

White 
Tea 

Party 
Christian 

Conservative 

White 
Christian 

Conservative 
Mitt Romney Very favorable 8 19 20 11 13 
 Mostly favorable 30 37 40 35 39 
 Mostly unfavorable 24 14 15 17 17 
 Very unfavorable 8 4 3 6 5 
 Don’t know (VOL.) 30 26 22 31 26 
Political Values        
Fairness Not that big of a problem if 

some people have more of a 
chance than others in life 41 64 65 46 53 

 

One of the big problems in the 
country is that we don’t give 
everyone an equal chance 53 29 28 48 40 

 Neither/Both 4 4 5 4 4 
 Don’t know (VOL.) 2 3 2 2 3 
       
Views of Immigrants Strengthen our country because 

of their hard work and talents 44 26 24 34 29 

 
Are a burden because they take 
jobs, housing and health care 48 64 67 58 64 

 Neither/Both equally 5 7 8 5 5 
 Don’t know (VOL.) 3 3 1 3 2 
       

Completely agree 11 21 19 14 14 
Mostly agree 26 37 37 34 36 
Mostly disagree 40 28 32 36 37 
Completely disagree 20 11 9 14 11 

Government paid too 
much attention to 
problems of blacks and 
minorities 

Don’t know (VOL.) 3 3 3 2 2 
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General 
Population 

Tea 
Party 

White 
Tea 

Party 
Christian 

Conservative 

White 
Christian 

Conservative 
Religion and Society        
Christian Heritage America has always been and is 

currently a Christian nation 42 55 57 49 49 

 
America was a Christian nation 
in the past, but is not now 37 37 37 44 45 

 
America has never been a 
Christian nation 17 7 5 6 5 

 Don’t know (VOL.) 4 1 1 1 1 
       
What worries you more, 
public officials who… 

Don’t pay enough attention to 
religion 34 48 50 59 59 

 Too close to religious leaders 56 40 38 32 31 
 Don’t know (VOL.) 10 12 12 9 10 
       
Government and Taxes        

Too much 9 18 19 14 13 
Too little 56 35 34 45 45 
Right amount 24 37 38 30 32 

People who make more 
than $1 million per year 
pay… in taxes 

Don’t know (VOL.) 11 10 9 11 10 
       

Too much 53 49 46 54 52 
Too little 6 12 12 9 7 
Right amount 33 32 34 31 34 

People who make less 
than $30k per year pay… 
in taxes 

Don’t know (VOL.) 8 7 8 6 7 
       
Government has gotten 
bigger because…. 

Doing things that should be left 
to individuals 56 83 86 66 74 

 Problems we face are bigger 41 16 13 31 24 
 Neither/Both Equally (VOL.) 1 1 1 1 1 
 Don’t know (VOL.) 2 * 0 2 1 
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