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POLICE DOGS DETECT KILOS OF ILLICIT DRUGS  

 
SAPOL’s three passive alert drug detection dogs have snagged hundreds of illicit pills, sniffed out 
more than 7 kilos of cannabis and detected dozens of pieces of drug paraphernalia over the past 12 
months.  
 
Latest figures indicate that police drug dogs were deployed 205 times in metro and regional South 
Australia, resulting in the arrests of 19 people in the 2009-2010 financial year just ended. 
 
Police Minister, Michael Wright said the highly trained and skilled canines had achieved outstanding 
results during that 12 month period. 
 
“These passive alert drug dogs and their handlers have clearly been working hard. They’ve made a 
significant dent in the drugs trade on our streets,” Minister Wright said.  
 
“The dogs have been pounding the pavement in Hindley Street, Semaphore and Glenelg, but they’ve 
also been busy in country areas, including Mount Gambier, Naracoorte, Renmark, Whyalla, Port 
Augusta, Ceduna and Victor Harbor.”   
 
Drugs located and seized during dog deployments have included approximately: 

• 540 ecstasy tablets 
• 8 LSD tablets 
• 7.3 kilograms of cannabis  
• 62 grams of amphetamine 
• 3 grams of ketamine 
• 38 grams of cocaine 
• 20 ml ‘GHB’ 
• 6 grams of heroin 
• 28 tablets of dexamphetamine 
• 47 pieces of drug paraphernalia including an ice pipe and cocaine kit  

 
“Routine patrols, as well as operations, have also been conducted at the Adelaide airport passenger 
terminal and railway stations at Noarlunga, Adelaide, Keswick, Woodville, Salisbury and Elizabeth,” 
Minister Wright said.  
 
“Large scale events and festivals have also been targeted by the drug sniffing dogs. They’ve patrolled 
‘dance music’ concerts at Bonython and Rymill Park, the ‘Big Day Out’ concert at Wayville and the 
Clipsal 500.   
 



“In addition to sniffing out and seizing such a significant haul of drugs, these animals also serve as a 
very effective visual deterrent to any would-be drug dealers and takers.  
 
“The Dog Operations Unit currently has three dogs trained to detect drug odours of all kinds, 
including heroin, amphetamines, cannabis, cocaine and their derivatives,” Minister Wright said. 
 
“Drug transit routes coming in and out of the State were also under the microscope over the 12 
month period.” 
 
The PADD dogs were deployed to National Highway One (Port Wakefield); Eyre Highway (Ceduna, 
Kimba and Port Augusta); Dukes Highway (Keith); Princes Highway (Monteith); Stuart Highway 
(Glendambo and Marla); and the Riddoch Highway (Naracoorte)  
 
 
In total, deployments of the drug dogs in the past year have resulted in: 

• 19 arrests 
• 344 reports 
• 167 drug diversions 

 
“The Rann Government is committed to protecting South Australians and ensuring safety in our 
dining and entertaining precincts. Police will always execute drug-detection operations in hotspots 
well known for drug use and dealing with the violent consequences often resulting from those 
actions,” Minister Wright said.  
 

 


